
Socratic Seminar/ Fishbowl Discussion
Each team will have 3-4 members

One person will serve as the pilot, remaining members are the co-pilots.

The only person permitted to speak during the seminar is the pilot, however, co-
pilots can pass notes to the pilot and guide them using their white boards.

Ticketmaster is in charge of issuing tickets (for points)

Facilitator is in charge of making sure the seminar runs smoothly and effectively.



What is a Socratic Seminar/Fishbowl Discussion?

Your Goals:

● Help one another understand the ideas and 
connections in a specific text. 

● Lead a discussion on the ideas and connections to 
Rikki Tikki Tavi

● Work toward understanding different ideas rather 
than trying to prove a particular argument. 



Inner Circle will:
1.  Follow the ground rules 
2.  Practice dialogue with others 
3.  Wonder aloud and ask questions
4.  Uses higher level thinking 
5.  **Don’t just read what you wrote… It is a 

discussion… use your notes to start 
conversations!



Outer Circle
1.  Listen and takes notes
2.  Be ready to build on important comments, ideas,

and questions for when they switch to the inner 
circle

3.  Assess a designated inner circle member *you’ll 
give them feedback after they finish their 
discussion



Socratic Seminar Rules
1. Speak so all can hear you. 

2. Listen closely.

3. Speak without raising hands. 

4. Refer to the text with page numbers and evidence to support your ideas. 

5. Talk to each other, not Mrs. Cannon or Mrs. B-C 

6. Ask for clarification if you are confused! Don’t stay confused. 

7. Invite and allow others to speak. Consider all viewpoints and ideas. 

8. Know that you are responsible for the quality of the seminar.





Rubric

● Mastery

● Proficient

● Developing



Mid-Lesson Check-in



Socratc Seminar Exit Slips and Final Thoughts


