
Finishing up the 
AP Art and Design test

Procedures and advice
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List of things that need to be done to finish
1. Upload the following to the AP upload site https://apstudio.ets.org/apstudioart/ 

a. 15 images (mix of final images and process pages) for Sustained 
Investigation

b. Materials and Process writing for all 15 Sustained Investigation pieces
c. Your 1200 Character writing for your Sustained Investigation
d. Upload your 5 images for your Selected Works
e. Complete all the MPI 100 character writing for your 5 Selected Works
f. You also need to print and mount all 5 of your Selected Works
g. We will pack up the mounted work with the AP coordinator on the following 

days. 
YOU MUST BE IN CLASS THAT DAY
i. A block - on Friday, May 6 at 8:44am
ii. F block - on Thursday, May 5 at 1:15pm

https://apstudio.ets.org/apstudioart/


Advice covered in this slideshow:
1) Resizing your images
2) Advice for Selected Works section (choosing and writing)
3) Advice for uploading and writing 100 characters for SI finished works
4) Advice for uploading and writing 100 characters for SI process pages
5) Specific advice for “tree diagrams”
6) Advice for order of images
7) Advice for 1200 characters sections
8) Mounting images advice
9) Forwarding and printing out SW page to mail



Resizing your images
1) Make sure image is a file on your computer
2) Go to Photopea.com
3) Go to FILE>OPEN and find file on computer
4) Go to FILE> EXPORT AS>JPG
5) Choose the long side and put in 780 px, then let

the short side adjust itself
6) Pull the QUALITY slider up to 100%
7) In the NAME section, write “resized” next to 

the file name
8) Click SAVE
9) This is the file that you upload to the APAD 

upload site

Watch video to the right to see the process if that 
helps



Advice for Selected 
Works section (choosing)

1) Choose images that have the following 2 qualities
a) Really strong principles and elements of design
b) Images that have a strong idea behind them, 

and materials and processes to back up that 
idea (for photographers: what you shot and 
how you shot /edited back up the idea)

2) These can be from your SI or not from your SI, 
or a mix. Up to you.

3) Since your SI images have a strong idea behind them 
anyway, you may just want to use a selection from 
those images.



Advice for Selected 
Works section (writing)

1) If there is a strong idea behind your 
image, it will be easier to write the 
IDEA section

2) Put the size of the actual work you are
mailing in

3) MATERIALS: include physical 
materials, but can also include the 
objects, angles, colors, and lighting 
(etc) in the image

4) PROCESS: explain the WHY behind 
the choices you made in creating the 
work. Justify the lighting, angles, 
colors, objects, editing, etc and 
explain how they back up the idea. 
Particularly point out how any 2D 
design skills help express the idea. 



Advice for uploading and 
writing 100 characters 
for SI finished works

1) Upload image first

2) Put the size of the actual work. If it is digital 
art/photo, then put the size THAT IT 
WOULD BE IF YOU WERE TO PRINT IT 
OUT

3) MATERIALS: include physical materials, but
can also include the objects and angle and 
lighting in the image

4) PROCESS: explain the WHY behind the 
choices you made in creating the work. 
Justify the lighting, angles, colors, objects, etc
and explain how they back up the idea.
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Advice for uploading and 
writing 100 characters 
for SI PROCESS PAGES

1)  upload image first

2) Put NA for size

3) MATERIALS: write “process 
page showing ____” (such as 
experimentation, revision, etc)

4) PROCESS: use this box to 
explain more of what is on the 
process page. The people 
evaluating your SI don’t have to 
read anything on the process 
page but they DO have to read 
what is in this box, so use it to 
explain what is on your process 
page.



Additional note for process pages:
If you make them in Google Slides and then go to 

FILE>DOWNLOAD>JPG, sometimes when you upload them
to the AP site they can look a bit soft or fuzzy.

Try FILE>DOWNLOAD>PDF and then bring it into 
photoshop/photopea and save it as a jpg 

(you don’t even have to resize it)



If you combine final images
with process pages

1) Put one on top and other 
on bottom. This seems to 
get the largest final image.

2) Label which is which in 
MATERIALS section

3) Describe the process page 
and how it affected final 
image OR use PROCESS 
section as if it was just a 
final image



Specific advice for “tree diagrams”
Use at beginning or end to show an overview of the growth and 
change in your SI over time (the different “branches” of your SI.)

Writing: write in the process area that is is a diagram that shows 
the evolution of ideas in your investigation 



Advice for order of images in SI
1) create a journey that leads the reader through the

evolution of your Sustained Investigation 

2) Put process pages that relate to a final image just 
before or after the image

3) If using a “tree diagram”, put it first or last

4) Start and end with really strong images if you can



Advice for 1200 
characters sections
FIRST SECTION:

Explain the evolution of your ideas in your sustained 
investigation. Use words like FIRST, THEN, LED TO, 
FINALLY, etc.   Show the journey of discovery.

Mention the things you did to investigate the idea, such 
as RESEARCHED, INTERVIEWED, 
BRAINSTORMED, READ/WATCHED, STUDIED, 
SKETCHED, EXPERIMENTED, REVISED, etc. You 
spent a year developing the idea and this is a chance to 
explain what you did.

SECOND SECTION:

Explain the practice, experimentation, and revision of 
the actual images. Use those words in your writing. 
Explain the different things you tried. Also mention any 
synthesis of materials and processes to help get your idea
across. EXPLAIN THE WHY! They want to know that 
you were purposefully making decisions during your art 
making, and not just picking materials or subjects for no 
real reason.



Excerpt from 
Head Readers report
 
“As a student responds to the 
initial statement, they should 
be prepared for the inquiry to 
evolve. Good questions will lead
to additional questions…the 
statement of inquiry addresses 
how the idea was explored”

So make sure you explain the 
evolution of your SI! What led 
to what and how you got there.



Mounting images options (if printing digital images ON 13X19 PAPER)



Forwarding and printing 
out SW page to mail
You have to have EVERYTHING done for every section.

Then forward your finished submission to your teacher. You 
have to fill out the form saying that you did not plagiarize.

You will then be given an option to print the evidence for your 
Selected Works

You must print this in LANDSCAPE ORIENTATION on your 
printer

You will include this with your mounted SW in the envelope

Your AP coordinator will lead you through the process of putting
together your portfolio with each mounted image numbered to 
match the order on the printout. You will also put barcode 
stickers on the back of the mounted images.

Finally you will stack them in the order they are numbered, with 
the printout, and put them in your individual envelope.


