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English Language Arts Initiatives

High School:
The Writing 
Center Launch 

Middle School:
English 8 Honors and 
Prep Academies

Elementary School:
Early Literacy 
Enhancements 
and Resource Pilots 



 Elementary ELA: Grade K-1
Heggerty Phonemic Awareness

Geodes

Fundations 



 Elementary ELA: Heggerty in Action
Blending and Segmenting sounds-Chopping and Swiping

Isolating Medial Sounds-The Roller Coaster!



 Elementary ELA: Geodes in Action

Phonics 
Practice

Building Background Knowledge

Building Vocabulary



 Elementary School - ELA Resource Pilots

Units of Study 
in Writing 

Scholastic Guided Reading in 
Fiction and Nonfiction

My View Literacy 

Fundations Grade 3

Step Up to Writing

The process:

❏ Establishment of ELA Work Group
❏ Teacher meetings and surveys
❏ Resource Review
❏ Vendor Meetings
❏ Resource Selection
❏ Selection of pilot teachers
❏ Material ordering and distribution
❏ Professional Development 



ELA Pilot Evaluation Process
● ELA Pilot Feedback (based on The 

Reading League Curriculum 
Evaluation Tool) via Google Form

● Collection of student artifacts and 
outcomes

● Classroom visits



 

Professional 
Development is what 
moves the mountain!



Professional Development
Specific topics in Literacy:
● Word Recognition 
● Language Comprehension
● Building Background Knowledge
● Small Group Instruction
● Engaging and motivating readers

Resource Specific Training:
● Geodes
● Heggerty
● Fundations
● Units of Study in Writing
● Step Up to Writing
● My View Literacy



Professional Development…
coaching in the classroom

Word building 
practice

Phonics in 
action with 

Geodes



 Middle School: English 8 Honors

Summer Reading 
Character Project



 Middle School: English 8 Honors
 Significant 
characters 

in 
Fahrenheit 

451

Dystopian 
Elements



 Middle School: English 8 Honors

Inquiry Work…



 Middle School: Honors Prep Academies

● Annotation Skills for 
Higher Level Texts

● Understanding Challenging 
Vocabulary through 
Context

● Summary Analysis Poem 
(SAP)

● Advanced Editing Skills

● Latin & Greek Root Words & Affixes

● Developing Persuasive Writing Skills

● Developing Independent Research Skills 



 High School Writing Center Launch

HSE HSW



 High School Writing Center 
HSW



High School Writing Center - Future Considerations

● Expansion to before/after 
school

● Expansion to all periods 
during the day

● Push - in/small group 
model

● Explore options for 
middle/elementary school

● Summer Workshops

● Student Agency 
Opportunities



○ K-5 ELA Resource Pilot - Review of feedback and 
next steps

○ Continue Professional Development building both 
resource specific and program agnostic knowledge

○ Grade 7 and 8 - Curriculum extension and 
enhancements

○ Expand Writing Center opportunities 

On the horizon…Areas of future growth:



Thank you!


