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The Problem with Eyewitness Testimony (EWT)

Commentary on a talk by George Fisher and Barbara Tversky, Laura Engelhardt

Directions:   Answer the following questions in complete sentences. 
1.  Define eyewitness testimony and perjury:


Eyewitness testimony-


Perjury-

2.  What role does the research of Loftus suggest about EWT?

3.  The human mind likes to have all the details of an event ‘worked out’ in order and 

     relies on assumptions to function in society.  Finish the statement below…


“We are constantly filling in…

4.  How can a witness distort their own memories without the help of examiners, police 

     officers or lawyers.

5.  Explain why witnesses often are unwilling or unable to reconsider their  

     statements/facts?

6.  Outline the results of the experiments conducted by Barbara Tvesky and Elizabeth  

     Marsh.

7.  How is memory affected by retelling?

8.  Based upon psychological studies, what is an eyewitness more inclined to

     remember/recount?

9.  When is witness confidence at its highest?

10.  Overall, what can be said about EWT in the judicial system.

