
American Expansionism
THE DESIRE TO EXPAND



 What does it mean to expand?

 What does imperialism mean?

 If the term imperialism is used to describe the 
extension of a nation’s power, what would motivate 
nations to expand? 

 Analyze the image on the next slide. What do you 
see? What do you think the artist is trying to tell the 
observer?  

What do we know?





 From the 1870s to 1910s, industrialized nations 
began to actively compete for territory in Africa, 
Asia, and Latin America. 
 Imperialism: the extension of a nation’s territory
 Creating an empire

 By the late 1800s, the United States joined the 
race. 
 America was highly interested in overseas territory, 

especially in the Pacific. 
 The desire for influence

The Desire to Expand



 Economic Interests
 After Industrialization, countries needed new customers 

for their goods, new places to invest, and additional 
natural resources

Military Needs
 Navies created to protect trading interests
 Needed naval bases around the world  refuel, make 

repairs

 Ideology
 Nationalism: territorial conquest enhanced power
 Cultural Superiority: “White Man’s Burden” 
 Non-industrialized nations ‘backwards’
 Industrialized countries should help civilize 

Motivations for U.S. Expansion



 Alaska
 Purchased from Russia in 1867 for $7.2 million

Hawaii
 2,000 miles west of California
 Ideal spot for coaling stations and naval bases for 

ships traveling to and from Asia

 China
 Forced China to trade with the West
 Open Door Policy in 1899

 Japan
 Forced Japan to open its borders for trade 

American Influence in the Pacific



 Sugar planters wanted influence- forced King Kalakaua to
sign Bayonet Constitution

 Sugar planters wanted to get rid of tariff on sugar- get US 
to annex Hawaii 

 Sugar planters staged an uprising in 1893 to dispose of 
Queen Liliuokalani who was opposed to foreign 
intervention - US Marines intervened without 
Presidential approval 
 Queen Liliuokalani was forced to abdicate

 Annexation- occurred under President McKinley in 1898 
 Statehood granted in 1959



 Japan had highly closed itself off – although most 
Europeans and Americans had high interest for trade

 1853- President Filmore sent Commodore Matthew 
Perry (not the FRIENDS actor..) with a naval fleet to 
Edo (Tokyo) Bay
 In awe of the large naval fleet
 1854- agreed to a treaty that opened Japan to trade w/ 

U.S.
 1909- Great White Fleet makes its rounds around the 

world to display and remain Japan and others that U.S.
Navy was all powerful! 

America Influence in Japan



 Prior to 1800s, China had strictly controlled foreign trade
 British forced China to open 5 ports in 1842

 Spheres of Influence
 Russia, France, Great Britain, and Germany claimed 

economic control over an area
 Open Door Policy proposed in 1899
 Aim to give all nations equal trading rights in China
 None agreed, none rejected – “approved” 1900 

 Boxer Rebellion 
 Secret society opposed to foreigners began attacking foreign 

missionaries 
 June 1900- Boxers laid siege to Beijing
 Western nations supported Chinese 
 1901- china signed an agreement to open for more trade

American Influence in China



The U.S. becomes a world power



 By 1890, Cuba and Puerto Rico were the only Spanish 
colonies left in the Western Hemisphere

 Cubans were growing tired of Spanish rule and since 
1868 had began several small revolts

 Spain responded by exiling leaders of the 
independence movement
 Jose Marti: independence hero exiled to New York, 

formed the Cuban Revolutionary Party
 Spanish General Weyler sent to repress rebels in 1896
 Thousands of civilians placed in camps where nearly 1/3 

died of starvation and disease
 Shocked Americans



 Many Americans sympathetic to Cuban cause- desire 
for independence
 Initially, McKinley is reluctant to get involved

 De Lome Letter
 Written by Spain’s minister to the United States
 Intercepted by a Cuban spy who gave it to U.S. 

newspaper
 Ridiculed McKinley as “weak and catering to the rabble”

 Explosion of the USS Maine
 Battleship sent to Havana to protect American interests
 February 15, 1898- mysteriously exploded- 260 sailors 

died
 Americans blamed Spain- “REMEMBER THE MAINE!”



 President McKinley demanded that Spain grant Cuba 
its independence

 Spain refused
 Congress declared  a state of war on April 25, 1898 
 “A Splendid Little War”
 War lasted about 4 months
 Easy, decisive victory for America

 Two Fronts
 Cuba
 Philippines



 Cuba
 Teller Amendment: once receive independence, 

America will leave control of government to Cubans
 American military not prepared initially
 Rough Riders & Buffalo Soldiers
 Battle of San Juan Hill

 US Navy sinks entire Spanish fleet
 Philippines
 Spanish territory since the 1500s
 Commodore Dewey sent orders to attack Spanish fleet in 

Philippines if war broke out
 Iron and steel ships and ammunition gave America the 

upper hand
 In naval battle- 0 Americans lost lives, 400 Spaniards



 Spain must give up all claims to Cuba
 Spain must cede territory of Puerto Rico and Guam to 

the United States
 In exchange of $20 million Spain turns control of the 

Philippines to the United States
 Wait, does this mean the Philippines are now 

independent?

 Cost of war to the U.S.
 $250 million
 2,000 soldiers died (most from yellow fever)

 Cost off-set by…
 U.S. now an imperialist nation



 Arguments for
 Civilize the Filipinos
 Strategic location

 Arguments against
 Anti-Imperialist League- violate the idea of self-

government
 Open the door for more immigrants

 Result 
 Senate narrowly approved the annexation of the 

Philippines
 Filipinos outraged- fought for 3 years
 Prepare them for independence
 Finally gained independence in 1946



 Competition between two leading newspaper 
publishers
 New York Journal- William Randolph Hearst
 New York World- Joseph Pulitzer 

 Yellow Journalism: the reporting of scandalous and 
exaggerated stories in newspapers to increase sales
 “You Furnish the Pictures, I’ll Furnish the War”
 Had a dramatic impact on American sentiment and urge

for war
 Threw support towards Cuban rebels and refused to use 

any Spanish sources  biased reporting!



 “To five hundred thousand Cubans starved or 
otherwise murdered have been added an American 
battleship and three hundred American sailors lost as 
the direct result of the dilatory [slow] policy of our 
government toward Spain. If we had stopped the war 
in Cuba when duty and policy alike urged us to do, the
Maine would have been afloat today….

  It was an accident, they say. Perhaps it was, but…it was 
an accident of a remarkably convenient kind for Spain.
Two days ago we had five battleships in the Atlantic. 
Today we have four. A few more such accidents will 
leave us at the mercy of a Spanish fleet.”











Notes Review
 Which European country had possession of Cuba and 

Puerto Rico? Why were they hesitant to allow them 
independence?

 What was significant about the de Lome Letter and 
the U.S.S. Maine? 

 What were the two fronts of the war?
 What territory did the U.S. gain after the war?
 What is Yellow Journalism?
 How did Yellow Journalism impact the war? 



 Explain how American acquired influence in the 
region assigned to you:
 1- Hawaii
 2- Cuba
 3- Philippines
 4- Alaska
 5- China
 6- Japan



 Your group has been assigned an event of the Spanish-
American War. It is your job to report on that event 
using the yellow journalism style. Your group is to do 
the following:
 Create a title of your newspaper
 Create a headline for the event (remember yellow 

journalism!)
 Include an image
 On a separate sheet of paper, write a short article 

describing the event (again, remember yellow 
journalism!)


