
Finding and Evaluating 
Credible Resources

I can find resources and determine whether 
they are useful and credible.
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Googling exactly what you want
In a different tab, perform the following Google searches 
and record the number or results.

1. Jaguar  __X__Results
2. Jaguar animal __X__Results
3. Jaguar habitat and diet __X__Results
4. Concerns for habitat destruction and effects on the jaguar 

__X__Results

Q: What happens to the number of results with each search?
A: 



Five Keys
● Authority: Who is the author and is he or she

credible?
● Purpose: Why was this produced?
● Platform: Look at the hosting URL. Is it a 

.gov or .edu? Look again at authority
● Links: What do the links lead to?
● Depth: Is it just common knowledge or do 

you learn more?



Are these resources any good?

When you find a website for research ask yourself...
Can I read it?

Does it make sense?



Save the Endangered Tree Octopus

Visit zapatopi.net/treeoctopus 
and offer your thoughts on whether this is a credible source 
for helping one of the Pacific Northwest’s endangered 
species. 

List 3 reasons why this can be considered a 
credible source or a not-so-credible source 
for learning about the Pacific Tree Octopus.

1.
2.
3.

https://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/


Whale Watching on the Great Lakes
Visit NorthShoreVisitor.com and click on Activities.
Offer your thoughts on whether this is a credible guide for whale watching in 
Great Lakes Region.

List 3 reasons why this can be considered a credible 
source or a not-so-credible source for learning about 
the whales in the Great Lakes.

1.
2.
3.

https://www.northshorevisitor.com/


https://docs.google.co
m/document/d/1oW0J
8CLsjJOGugprk1qHCJwF
9f9agd4S_ezGK0yicOc
/copy  

Partner Website 
Evaluation

Site One: The Water 
Project

Site Two:  The Giant 
Pacific Octopus

Site Three: Famous 
Explorers

Site Four:  Nova Dogs

Site Five: Choosing the 
Right Dog for You

Site Six: Duke Health

Pick one Site 
and evaluate it
with a partner 
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