
Grade 8 Advanced Summer Reading 

Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie            The Pigman 

By: Jordan Sonnenblick                     By: Paul Zindel 

Your journey to 8th grade begins now! Over the summer you will be expected to read the novel 

Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie and The Pigman. 

The expectations for the summer reading will be the completion of three assignments, 

which will be handed in when you return to school on September 5, 2024.  You will be 

completing a Linkit assignment based on the novel The Pigman, and on Drums, Girls, and 

Dangerous Pie, and ONE writing assignment, based on the novel Drums, Girls and Dangerous 

Pie. You will be able to choose your writing assignment from the options given. Attached is the 

scoring rubric. The rubric will be used to determine your grade and state the expectations for 

the assignment. Any questions on the assignments can be directed to your reading teacher or 

Mr. Deodino.  

 

LinkIt Classroom Code (Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie –  

LinkIt Classroom Code (The Pigman) -  

 

Writing Options (based on Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie) 

Please complete one of the following options. All writing prompts must be completed in a 

minimum of 5 paragraph essays. Please quote the text properly in your writing piece.  

 1.) Character Comparison- Choose a character from Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie and 

compare it to another character from a DIFFERENT novel or story you have read. Please make 

sure to include their similarities and differences in your writing.  

2.) Narrative Writing Option- Re-write an alternate ending to the book. You must include, in 

your NEW ending, a description of the setting, characters, and a different solution to the 

problem that was present in the book.  

3.) Opinion Writing Option-Loss is an important theme throughout the novel. In your opinion, 

which character lost the most? Make sure to include reasons why and use text evidence to 

support your opinion.  

4.) Persuasive Writing Option-Jordan Sonnenblick chose to call this book Drums, Girls and 

Dangerous Pie, which is a unique name. Had you been the author of this story, what would you 



have named this book? Choose a new title and then explain why this title would work. You must 

include evidence from the text to support your new title.  

5.) Character Analysis- Compare Steven’s relationships with Renee and Annette. How do 

Steven’s feelings towards both girls evolve over the course of the novel, and what does this 

change suggest about Steven’s development as a character?  

6.) Making Connections- Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie contains many references to famous 

musicians and jazz pieces. Name three of these allusions and explain what they contribute to 

the novel? 

 


