Clinton Public Schools

English Language Learner Identification and Placement

Upon registering their children at Clinton Public Schools, guidance department secretaries, guidance counselors, or school administrators provide parents or guardians with a Home Language Survey to complete.  If the Home Language Survey indicates that a student speaks a primary language other than English, the student will be referred to the English language learner department for screening in English language proficiency.

If the screening determines that the student’s English language proficiency is not strong enough to allow the student to participate successfully in a standard curriculum classroom, that student will be placed in an English Language Learner Program which consists of English as a Second Language classes and Sheltered English Immersion classes, content area classes taught by teachers trained in Sheltered English Instruction.
Parents will then be notified of the student’s program placement.  At the same time, parents will be notified of their right to refuse the program placement or to apply for a waiver.

If a parent does not want his/her child to participate in the ELL program, the parent will be asked to sign a Decline Services Form, also known as OPT OUT.  The academic progress of all OPT OUT students will be monitored and noted using the Clinton Public Schools OPT OUT monitoring forms.  Each opt out student will also participate in the state mandated English language proficiency testing sessions until he or she is deemed English proficient and can participate meaningfully in all aspects of Clinton Public Schools general education program without the use of adapted or simplified English materials.  
Parent notification letters will continue to be sent to parents of ELLs as long as English language proficiency assessments indicate the student is not yet proficient.

NOTE:  Home Language Surveys, English language proficiency screening tests, copies of parent notification letters, Decline Services Forms, and OPT OUT monitoring forms will be maintained in each ELL student’s cumulative file.  
