
In the movie Elf (2003), while the primary focus is on Buddy the Elf’s journey from the North
Pole to New York City, several business careers are visible, especially in the corporate and
consumer spaces. Here are a few:

1. Marketing / Advertising:

● The Gimbels Department Store: Buddy gets involved with the store’s holiday marketing
campaign when he starts working at Gimbels after discovering the city. His role becomes
pivotal when he creates excitement and chaos during the Christmas season.

● Jovie: She works at Gimbels and is involved in customer service and possibly some
aspects of the store’s marketing as well. At one point, she performs as part of a
holiday-themed promotion.

● Artie (The Store Manager): Artie manages the Gimbels store where Buddy works. He
represents the more traditional, managerial aspect of retail operations.

2. Retail Management:

● Gimbels: As a major department store, Gimbels reflects the broader retail industry.
Retail managers, like Artie, ensure that the store runs smoothly and that customers have
a positive shopping experience. The store also employs many workers in various sales
positions.

● Buddy's Role in Retail: Buddy's accidental success in the store—such as creating a toy
display and even making a huge impact in a product promotion—suggests a bit of talent
for merchandising and retail strategies, even if he’s not entirely skilled in business
practices.

3. Toy Production / Manufacturing (At the North Pole):

● Toy Factory: The North Pole itself is essentially a large-scale toy manufacturing
operation. The workers there (elves) are engaged in production, assembly, and quality
control. While whimsical in nature, it can be viewed as a production-based business that
mirrors the efficiency and teamwork seen in real-world manufacturing environments.

4. Publishing/Book Business:

● Buddy’s Book (The Elf Code): Buddy’s determination to share the importance of
Christmas is reflected in his belief in his father’s book (and his quest to find him).
Publishing a book or a product like this could be a potential business endeavor.

5. Public Relations:

● Buddy's Impact on New York: Though not explicitly mentioned, Buddy creates a
significant amount of public interest and media attention. His unusual actions and
positive attitude could be interpreted as an unintentional PR campaign that draws



crowds and attention. In the modern world, someone like Buddy might be seen as an
influencer or an event-driven marketer, helping drive interest around certain ideas or
causes.

6. Sales:

● Buddy’s Role at Gimbels: He inadvertently upsells the store’s products, creating a buzz
that could be seen as a form of retail salesmanship. He helps organize a giant store
event, though he does so in a very unconventional manner.

Though not every career is portrayed in the traditional business sense, Elf touches on various
aspects of the business world, from retail to toy production to marketing, all through the lens of
Buddy's innocent and joyful approach to life.


