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Hello, Bobcat Families!

It’s so hard to believe our sweet Derby has been with us four years already! Please check out the flyer
below to find out how you can support Derby and donate to help offset all the costs related to her care.
We love and appreciate Derby and all she does to support our student body. We are also very grateful for
Derby’s special handlers, especially Mrs. Floyd-Kemritz, who graciously accepted Derby into her home as
one of her own, so we ask that you please consider donating to such an amazing cause!

We are so excited for the opening of the Whiteford FFA Greenhouse today, Friday, May 3rd! The
greenhouse is packed with an array of the most beautiful flowers and plants, all at new lower prices this
year (please see flyer below for more details). The greenhouse will close on Sunday, June 2nd, so pop in
and get what you need while you still can!

Be sure to check out all of the amazing opportunities for your child(ren) to participate in one (or more!)
of Whiteford’s Youth Athletic Camps this summer (see the flyer below for more details). We already have
one youth camp in the books…please enjoy the pictures at the end of this newsletter of Whiteford’s
Youth Track & Field Camp…looks like it was a huge success!

The Growing Tree After School Program is expanding its services. The program will now include a
summer child care program for children entering kindergarten through 6th grade. Check out the flyer
below for more information.

Please review the “Important Dates” section at the bottom and keep reading the teacher newsletters for
all the important upcoming activities and special events.

Wishing you well,

Marcy Anderson
Elementary Principal

TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN (TK)
Based upon survey data collected from families in December/January and other considerations, we are

moving forward with a Transitional Kindergarten (TK) classroom for the 2024-2025 school year. The

program is designed for students who will turn 5 between May 1, 2024-December 1, 2024. Students who

turn 5 before May 1, 2024 will also be considered based on screening results. The TK program is limited

to 15-18 students. Parents who were unable to attend Kindergarten Round-Up with their student will

need to contact the Elementary Principal, Ms. Anderson, at anderson@whiteford.k12.mi.us or

734-856-1443 Ext.104 to set up a screening time for their child. We will begin contacting parents of

students who meet the criteria for Transitional Kindergarten after May 1 to seek interest in enrolling in

the Transitional Kindergarten program. You can access additional information by accessing Transitional

Kindergarten (TK) Information. Please contact Ms. Anderson if you have any questions about the

program or setting up a screening time.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Fh-xtnPzCgLDkIi9vMLu-pw2EiMc_FkSwB-qhdMmaxA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Fh-xtnPzCgLDkIi9vMLu-pw2EiMc_FkSwB-qhdMmaxA/edit?usp=sharing


MSTEP TESTING

Our students have done a fantastic job this week with their MStep testing. The students test in the

morning from 8:15-9:00, take a break from 9:00-9:30 to move and get a snack, then test again from

9:30-10:15. At 10:15, they are done testing for the day. There are no time limits on MStep, so if they

didn’t finish the entire test in one day, they can finish it the next. By setting these shorter testing

windows, we are finding the students are not getting as fatigued as in past years. Research shows

students perform better academically after movement breaks, so we are making sure to provide those

for our students daily in teaching, we need to also do it while we are assessing their learning.

Thank you for helping your child come to school well rested and ready to go each day.

We will continue our state testing for the next couple of weeks.

Grades 3, 4, and 5 will each take the math and language arts portion of the test. 5th grade will also take a

science and social studies portion. We discuss with the students how these tests are a celebration of

their learning. We encourage them to try their best, but do not want to cause them any stress or anxiety

over these tests. There are breaks throughout the test and the good thing is, very little homework during

the testing window. :) This is a valuable check in to see how students are doing and what we as

educators can do to best meet their needs. You can help during these weeks by making sure your child

gets a good night’s sleep and eats a nutritious breakfast.

ELEMENTARY DRESS CODE

Here is the elementary dress code as written in our student handbook which can be found on our

website:

While fashion changes, the reason for being in school does not. Students are in school to learn. Any

fashion (dress, accessory, or hairstyle) that disrupts the educational process or presents a safety risk will

not be permitted.

If a student has selected a manner of appearance that is beyond mere freedom of expression and

disrupts the educational process or presents risk to themselves or others, they may be removed from the

educational setting.

The following guidelines for styles or manners of dress must be followed:

A. All tops must have at least two inches of material on the top of their shoulders.

B. All shorts, skirts, and dresses must be appropriate in length.

C. Hats are to be removed as you step foot into the building or before. Hoods may not be put up to

cover a student’s head.

D. Shoes must be worn at all times. Flip flops are prohibited footwear at the elementary school.

Students who are representing [the school] at an official function or public event may be required to

follow specific dress requirements. Usually, this applies to athletic teams, cheerleaders, bands, and other

such groups.



DERBY FUNDRAISER



DO YOU HAVE AN INCOMING KINDERGARTEN STUDENT?

Entering kindergarten is such an exciting adventure - it’s time to enroll your five or soon-to-be five year

olds!

If you missed our screening day and would like to set up an appointment, please contact Marcy

Anderson at anderson@whiteford.k12.mi.us.

For your child to enter kindergarten in the fall, the following items must be completed at registration

time, and can be accessed on Whiteford’s website under the “Student Registration” tab

● Certified Copy of the Child’s Birth Certificate (MUST be presented to register)

● Registration Forms Completed (available on-site and online)

● Bi-lingual Information Completed

● Medical Information Form (MUST be turned in before the start of school)

● Proof of Residency (3 types)

○ Driver’s License with correct Whiteford School District address

○ Paperwork from home purchase or rental agreement/lease

○ A current utility bill, (Gas, electric or landline phone bill --- a cell phone bill will not be

accepted)

● Bus Transportation Form (If Applicable)

Note:

As of March 28th, we were notified by the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services that

we do not need to require the dental screening for the 2024-25 school year. This is different

information that we had at our initial kindergarten round up day on March 14. We have since found

out that because it is not being offered through the Monroe County Health Department at no cost to

families, we do not need to require it this school year. If you happen to get it completed by your local

dentist, please drop it off in the office and we will add it to your child’s records though.

mailto:anderson@whiteford.k12.mi.us


WHITEFORD FFA GREENHOUSE FLYER



WHITEFORD ATHLETIC SUMMER YOUTH CAMPS FLYER



IMPORTANT DATES

May 6 Ag Awareness Day

May 9 Kindergarten Field Trip: Wildwood Preserve Metropark

May 10 2nd Grade Field Trip: Toledo Zoo

May 13 School Board Meeting 6pm Boardroom

May 14 5th Grade Field Trip: Sauder Village

May 17 Field Day/Carnival Day

May 21 4th Grade Field Trip: Ann Arbor Hands on Museum

May 21 WPA Meeting 6:00 pm elementary cafeteria

May 27 No School - Memorial Day

May 31 Field Day/Carnival Day Rain Date

June 4 Kindergarten Graduation 1:30 - elem cafeteria

June 5 Half day - Dismiss at 10:55am

June 6 5th Grade Graduation 9:00 - elem cafeteria

June 6 Last Day of School, Half day - Dismiss at 10:55am

June 10 School Board Meeting 6pm Boardroom

June 10-14 Camp Invention



GROWING TREE AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM FLYER



MS. EHMAN’S COUNSELING CORNER



YOUTH TRACK & FIELD CAMP PICS










