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Units of Study & Pacing Guide 
 

Unit of Study Timeline Notes 

What I Am, What I Want To Be 8 Weeks  

Facing Challenge 6 Weeks Lessons satisfy Amistad & Holocaust Laws 

At the Crossroads 8 Weeks Lessons satisfy DEI and AAPI Laws 

Where the Heart Is 6 Weeks Lessons satisfy DEI Law 

Twists and Turns 8 Weeks Lessons satisfy LGBT Pw/D Law 

  Curricular Mandate List 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://totowaschooldistrict-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/aldo_deodino_totowa_k12_nj_us/EUdAIUFqlHxFlsNkPQ_KDNUB16NibJ8bYr8Yt1V1yzuI_w


 

 

 

Unit Title What I am, What, I Want to Be 

Unit Duration 8 Weeks 

Unit Summary & Rationale Students will read a variety of fictional stories and novels that explore the theme of 
“What I Am, What I Want To Be”; focus on vocabulary skills using context clues, 
dictionaries, glossaries and thesauri to determine the meaning of words; participate in 
collaborative discussion; identify elements of fiction; organize a response to 
literature; use textual evidence to build an analysis of written material; identify 
literary elements including theme, conflict, character, setting, plot; analyze plot 
exposition; study plot development and point of view; read both aloud and 
independently; make inferences; identify and use figurative language. 

Unit Goals  

Essential Questions  • How do people see you, and more importantly, how do you see yourself?  

• What different cultures or groups do you belong to?  When do you choose to 
identify with one group versus another?  

• Does reading a story about someone your own age make you feel more 
connected to the character?  

• Which selection helps you think about who you are and what you want to be?  

• How do readers construct meaning from text?  

• How do real life experiences influence storytelling?  

• How is a reader’s comprehension and interpretation of text affected by 
personal experiences? 



Enduring Understandings • Personal experience affects the reader’s point of view and his or her ability to 
connect with the story.  

• Proficient readers are able to understand the story and extend meaning, 
developing their own ideas beyond the text.  

• Proficient readers are able to use comprehension strategies to enhance their 
story experience and understanding of various elements of a story. 

Learning Outcomes • Enjoy reading stories about people and their unique experiences.  

• Analyze the literary elements found in fiction, poetry, novels and short stories.  

• Apply active reading strategies for reading to fictional accounts.  

• Develop critical thinking skills about literature and their lives in context of 

literature.  

• Use vocabulary skills including context clues and ancillary materials to 

understand new words.  

• Analyze literature through writing and discussion.  

• Participate in pre-reading focus activities.  

• Demonstrate comprehension skills.  

• Demonstrate understand and correct usage of vocabulary.   

• Participate in independent reading of a selection with teacher – created guide 

material.   

• Respond to literature.  

• Participate in leveled reading groups 

• Complete reading on Climate Change from CommonLit (Climate Change) 

• Career Exploration – Students will explore a career they are interested in.  

 

Assessment Evidence   

Formative Class discussions, activities, in-class activities, Graphic Organizers, Kahoot, Exit 
Tickets, book clubs, questions from leveled readers, teacher observations of student’s 

 



phonic awareness, and oral reading skills, running records of students, Latic 
checklists, conferences.    

Summative Test, Quiz, Project, Leveled-Reading Assessments, Writing Assessments, Problem 

Based Learning Student Presentations.    
 

Alternative & Benchmark Alternative - Read to the student and chart oral responses. Word banks, sentence 

frames, oral responses, graphic organizers, observations, portfolios of student work, 

orally administered assessments, and anecdotal notes.  

Benchmark – LinkIt Benchmark Assessment, Reading Levels, TPA 

Formative, Summative, Alternative and Benchmark Assessments 

 

Resources to Promote Learning  

Resources: Digital and Print Textbooks, Maps, Laptops, Smart Board, Primary & Secondary Source Documents,  
Commonlit.org, Readworks.org, Leveled Readers, Online Platform  
Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli, Nothing But the Truth by Avi,The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton, 
Glencoe Literature: The Reader’s Choice Course 2 published by McGraw-Hill, 
Teacher-generated materials and resources, Readwritethink.org, 
Owl.english.purdue.edu, Varsitytutors.com/englishteacher, CommonLitt on Climate 
Change, Approved Class Resource List 

 

Content & Interdisciplinary Standards  

2016 New Jersey Student Learning Standards for English Language Arts  

Key Ideas and Details 
NJSLSA.R1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from 
it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.    

 

https://totowaschooldistrict-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/aldo_deodino_totowa_k12_nj_us/EX-S3Sok1XhOsK_-NQ-lZtcBEF_S6cwAQBJSBu4mEXXc6w
https://www.commonlit.org/en/teachers/lessons/new?lesson_template_id=7601
https://www.commonlit.org/en/teachers/lessons/new?lesson_template_id=7601
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• RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

NJSLSA.R2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and 
ideas. 

• RL.7.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an 
objective summary of the text     

NJSLSA.R3 Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.   

• RL.7.3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 
Craft and Structure 
NJSLSA.R4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 
meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

• RL.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a 
poem or section of a story or drama. 

NJSLSA.R5 Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a 
section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.    

• RL.7.5. Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning. 
NJSLSA.R6 Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

• RL.7.6. Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.  
  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
NJSLSA.R7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and quantitatively, as well as 
in words.        

• RL.7.7. Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing 
the effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film).   
  

NJSLSA.R9 Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 
compare the approaches the authors take.    

• RL.7.9 Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) 
a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding 
how authors of fiction use or alter history. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 



NJSLSA.R10 Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently with scaffolding as 
needed. 

• RL.7.10. **By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at grade level text-
complexity (see Appendix A) or above, scaffolding as needed. 

 

• Key Ideas and Details 

• NJSLSA.R1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections 
from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.    

• RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

• NJSLSA.R2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting 
details and ideas. 

• RL.7.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an 
objective summary of the text     

• NJSLSA.R3 Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.   

• RL.7.3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 

• Craft and Structure 

• NJSLSA.R4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and 
figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

• RL.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a 
poem or section of a story or drama. 

• NJSLSA.R5 Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text 
(e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.    

• RL.7.5. Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning. 

• NJSLSA.R6 Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

• RL.7.6. Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.  
  

• Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

• NJSLSA.R7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and quantitatively, as 
well as in words.        



• RL.7.7. Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing 
the effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film).   
  

• NJSLSA.R9 Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or 
to compare the approaches the authors take.    

• RL.7.9 Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) 
a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding 
how authors of fiction use or alter history. 

• Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

• NJSLSA.R10 Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently with 
scaffolding as needed. 

• RL.7.10. **By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at grade level text-
complexity (see Appendix A) or above, scaffolding as needed. 

•  
• Key Ideas and Details  
• RI.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  
• RI.7.2. Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an 

objective summary of the text.  
• RI.7.3. Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or 

events, or how individuals influence ideas or events).  
• Craft and Structure  
• RI.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 

technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
•  RI.7.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole 

and to the development of the ideas.  

• RI.7.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position 
from that of others.  

• Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  

• RI.7.7. Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of the text, analyzing each medium’s 
portrayal of the subject (e.g., how the delivery of a speech affects the impact of the words).  

• RI.7.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the 
evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims.  



• RI.7.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) how two 
or more authors writing about the same topic shape their presentations of key information by emphasizing different 
evidence or advancing different interpretations of facts. 

• RI.7.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with 
scaffolding as needed. 

•  
 
NJSLSA.W9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.       

• W.7.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

• W.7.9a. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or 
character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter 
history”). 

• W.7.9b. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims 
in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims”). 

Range of Writing 
NJSLSA.W10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

• W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline- specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 

Comprehension and Collaboration 
NJSLSA.SL1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building 
on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.       

• SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

• SL.7.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation 
by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

• SL.7.1b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual 
roles as needed. 

• SL.7.1c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations 
and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 

• SL.7.1d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views. 



NJSLSA.SL2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 

• SL.7.2. Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study.     

NJSLSA.SL3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

• SL.7.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance 
and sufficiency of the evidence. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
NJSLSA.SL4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

• SL.7.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, 
facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

NJSLSA.SL6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 

• SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or 
appropriate. 

NJSLSA.L4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, 
analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate.     

• L.7.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

• L.7.4a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a 
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

• L.7.4b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., 
belligerent, bellicose, rebel). 

• L.7.4c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

• L.7.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in 
context or in a dictionary). 

NJSLSA.L6 Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.     

• L.7.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 



2020 SLS: Computer Science & Design Thinking  

• 8.2.8.EC.1: Explain ethical issues that may arise from the use of new technologies. 

• 8.2.8.EC.2: Examine the effects of ethical and unethical practices in product design and development. 

• 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable for a specific purpose.  

• 8.2.8.ITH.1: Explain how the development and use of technology influences economic, political, social, and cultural issues. 

• 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time 

 

2020 SLS: Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills  

• 9.4.8.IML.1: Critically curate multiple resources to assess the credibility of sources when searching for information. 

• 9.4.8.IML.2: Identify specific examples of distortion, exaggeration, or misrepresentation of information. 

• 9.4.8.IML.3: Create a digital visualization that effectively communicates a data set using formatting techniques such as 
form, position, size, color, movement, and spatial grouping (e.g., 6.SP.B.4, 7.SP.B.8b). 

• 9.4.8.IML.4: Ask insightful questions to organize different types of data and create meaningful visualizations. 

• 9.4.8.TL.3: Select appropriate tools to organize and present information digitally.  

• 9.4.8.TL.4: Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event. 

• 9.4.8.IML.7: Use information from a variety of sources, contexts, disciplines, and cultures for a specific purpose 

• 9.4.8.IML.12: Use relevant tools to produce, publish, and deliver information supported with evidence for an authentic 
audience. 

• 9.4.8.DC.1: Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use.  

• 9.4.8.DC.2: Provide appropriate citation and attribution elements when creating media products.   

• 9.4.8.TL.6: Collaborate to develop and publish work that provides perspectives on a real-world problem. 

 

Interdisciplinary / 21st Century Connections  

Connections and Skills • Global and Cultural Awareness  

• Creativity and Innovation 

• Information and Media Literacy 

• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

 



• Digital Literacy 

Science • MS-ESS3-5. Ask questions to clarify evidence of the factors that have caused 
climate change over the past century. 

 

SEL • Self-Awareness 

• Responsible Decision-Making 

• Self-Management 

• Relationship Skills 

• Social Awareness 

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies and Sub 
Competencies.docx 

 

 

Unit Title Facing Challenge 

Unit Duration 6 Weeks 

Unit Summary & Rationale Students will read a variety of non-fiction that explores the theme of “Facing 
Challenge”; focus on vocabulary skills using context clues, dictionaries, glossaries 
and thesauri to determine the meaning of words; participate in collaborative 
discussion; identify elements of non-fiction/informative; organize a response to non-
fiction; use textual evidence to build an analysis of written material; analyze author’s 
point of view; differentiate between and locate main and supporting ideas in non-
fiction; compare and contrast texts in different forms; read both aloud and 
independently. 

Unit Goals  

https://totowaschooldistrict-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/aldo_deodino_totowa_k12_nj_us/EUfHKQWzrL9NgCOHPd8j2vYBq90JKrNvDhBaISyceTHgAw?e=M8pc68
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Essential Questions 
 

• Think of someone you know who faced a challenge and set out boldly in a 
new direction.  Tell about the result of that person’s action.  

• Does the story change the way you think about the challenges in your own 
life?  

• What “summit” would you like to face? Why is that particular goal important 
to you?  

• What challenges would you or your community experience if faced with a 
similar situation found within the story? 

Enduring Understandings • Personal experience affects the reader’s point of view and his or her ability to 
connect with the story.  

• There are many different types of non-fictional and informational text.  

• Proficient readers are able to understand and apply reading strategies to foster 
comprehension. 

Learning Outcomes • Enjoy reading stories about ways in which people cope with and prevail over 

difficult circumstances.  

• Analyze the literary elements found in non-fiction and informational text.  

• Apply active reading strategies for reading non-fiction accounts.  

• Develop critical thinking skills about informational text and be able to 

compare and contrast differing accounts of the same situation.  

• Use vocabulary skills including context clues and ancillary materials to 

understand new words.  

• Analyze non-fiction through writing and discussion.  

• Participate in pre-reading focus activities.  

• Demonstrate comprehension skills.  

• Demonstrate understand and correct usage of vocabulary.   

• Participate in independent reading of a selection with teacher – created guide 

material.   

• Respond to varying texts.  

• Participate in leveled reading groups. 

 



• Students will read and analyze text on the Montgomery Bus Boycott and a 

biography of Rosa Parks. (Amistad) 

• Students will read and analyze a text on Anne Frank (Holocaust).  

Assessment Evidence   

Formative Class discussions, activities, in-class activities, Graphic Organizers, Kahoot, Exit 
Tickets, book clubs, questions from leveled readers, teacher observations of student’s 
phonic awareness, and oral reading skills, running records of students, Latic 
checklists, conferences.    

 

Summative Test, Quiz, Project, Leveled-Reading Assessments, Writing Assessments, Problem 

Based Learning Student Presentations.    

Alternative & Benchmark Alternative - Read to the student and chart oral responses. Word banks, sentence 

frames, oral responses, graphic organizers, observations, portfolios of student work, 

orally administered assessments, and anecdotal notes.  

Benchmark – LinkIt Benchmark Assessment, Reading Levels, TPA 

Formative, Summative, Alternative and Benchmark Assessments 

 

Resources to Promote Learning  

Resources: Digital and Print Textbooks, Maps, Laptops, Smart Board, Primary & Secondary Source Documents,  
Commonlit.org, Readworks.org, Leveled Readers, Online Platform, Beyond the 
Limits by Stacy Allison, Glencoe Literature: The Reader’s Choice Course 2 
Published by McGraw-Hill, The New York Times, National Geographic, TIME, A 
Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens , Rosa Parks Biography, Reading on the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott, Reading on Anne Frank, Owl.english.purdue.edu, 
Approved Class Resource List 
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Content & Interdisciplinary Standards  

2016 New Jersey Student Learning Standards for English Language Arts  

Key Ideas and Details 
NJSLSA.R1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from 
it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.    

• RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

NJSLSA.R2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and 
ideas. 

• RL.7.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an 
objective summary of the text     

NJSLSA.R3 Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.   

• RL.7.3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 
Craft and Structure 
NJSLSA.R4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 
meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

• RL.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of 
a poem or section of a story or drama. 

NJSLSA.R5 Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a 
section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.    

• RL.7.5. Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning. 
NJSLSA.R6 Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

• RL.7.6. Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.  
  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
NJSLSA.R7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and quantitatively, as well 
as in words.        

 



• RL.7.7. Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, 
analyzing the effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a 
film).     

NJSLSA.R9 Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 
compare the approaches the authors take.    

• RL.7.9 Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) 
a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding 
how authors of fiction use or alter history. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
NJSLSA.R10 Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently with scaffolding as 
needed. 

• RL.7.10. **By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at grade level 
text-complexity (see Appendix A) or above, scaffolding as needed. 

 
Key Ideas and Details  

• RI.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  

• RI.7.2. Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an 
objective summary of the text.  

• RI.7.3. Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or 
events, or how individuals influence ideas or events).  

Craft and Structure  
• RI.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 

technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
•  RI.7.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole 

and to the development of the ideas.  

• RI.7.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her 
position from that of others.  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  
• RI.7.7. Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of the text, analyzing each medium’s 

portrayal of the subject (e.g., how the delivery of a speech affects the impact of the words).  
• RI.7.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the 

evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims.  



• RI.7.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) how two 
or more authors writing about the same topic shape their presentations of key information by emphasizing different 
evidence or advancing different interpretations of facts. 

• RI.7.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with 
scaffolding as needed. 

 
 
NJSLSA.W9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.       
W.7.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
W.7.9a. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or 
character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history”). 
W.7.9b. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a 
text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims”). 
Range of Writing 
NJSLSA.W10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline- specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 
 
Comprehension and Collaboration 
NJSLSA.SL1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building 
on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.       

• SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

• SL.7.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

• SL.7.1b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual 
roles as needed. 

• SL.7.1c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations 
and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 

• SL.7.1d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views. 



NJSLSA.SL2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 

• SL.7.2. Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study.     

NJSLSA.SL3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

• SL.7.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance 
and sufficiency of the evidence. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
NJSLSA.SL4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

• SL.7.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, 
facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

NJSLSA.SL6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 

• SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or 
appropriate. 

NJSLSA.L4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, 
analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate.    

• L.7.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading 
and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

• L.7.4a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a 
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

• L.7.4b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., 
belligerent, bellicose, rebel). 

• L.7.4c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

• L.7.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning 
in context or in a dictionary). 

NJSLSA.L6 Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.     

• L.7.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 



2020 SLS: Computer Science & Design Thinking  

• 8.2.8.EC.1: Explain ethical issues that may arise from the use of new technologies. 

• 8.2.8.EC.2: Examine the effects of ethical and unethical practices in product design and development. 

• 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable for a specific purpose.  

• 8.2.8.ITH.1: Explain how the development and use of technology influences economic, political, social, and cultural 
issues. 

• 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time 

 

2020 SLS: Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills  

• 9.4.8.IML.1: Critically curate multiple resources to assess the credibility of sources when searching for information. 

• 9.4.8.IML.2: Identify specific examples of distortion, exaggeration, or misrepresentation of information. 

• 9.4.8.IML.3: Create a digital visualization that effectively communicates a data set using formatting techniques such as 
form, position, size, color, movement, and spatial grouping (e.g., 6.SP.B.4, 7.SP.B.8b). 

• 9.4.8.IML.4: Ask insightful questions to organize different types of data and create meaningful visualizations. 

• 9.4.8.TL.3: Select appropriate tools to organize and present information digitally.  

• 9.4.8.TL.4: Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event. 

• 9.4.8.IML.7: Use information from a variety of sources, contexts, disciplines, and cultures for a specific purpose 

• 9.4.8.IML.12: Use relevant tools to produce, publish, and deliver information supported with evidence for an authentic 
audience. 

• 9.4.8.DC.1: Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use.  

• 9.4.8.DC.2: Provide appropriate citation and attribution elements when creating media products.   

• 9.4.8.TL.6: Collaborate to develop and publish work that provides perspectives on a real-world problem. 

 

Interdisciplinary / 21st Century Connections  

Connections and Skills • Global and Cultural Awareness  

• Creativity and Innovation 

• Information and Media Literacy 

 



• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

• Digital Literacy 

SEL • Self-Awareness 

• Responsible Decision-Making 

• Self-Management 

• Relationship Skills 

• Social Awareness 

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies and Sub 
Competencies.docx 

 

 

 

Unit Title At The Crossroads 

Unit Duration 8 Weeks 

Unit Summary & Rationale Students will read a variety of non-fiction that explores the theme of “At The 
Crossroads”; focus on vocabulary skills using context clues, dictionaries, glossaries 
and thesauri to determine the meaning of words; participate in collaborative 
discussion; identify elements of non-fiction/informative; organize a response to non-
fiction; use textual evidence to build an analysis of written material; analyze author’s 
point of view; differentiate between and locate main and supporting ideas in non-
fiction; compare and contrast texts in different forms; read both aloud and 
independently. 

Unit Goals  

Essential Questions 
 

• When something in the world seems unjust, what can an ordinary person do 
about it?  

https://totowaschooldistrict-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/aldo_deodino_totowa_k12_nj_us/EUfHKQWzrL9NgCOHPd8j2vYBq90JKrNvDhBaISyceTHgAw?e=M8pc68
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• How can we find ways to explore and understand diversity in our community 
and beyond?  

• How do different individuals handle challenging situations?  

• How are non-fiction text features important in constructing meaning from 
text? 

Enduring Understandings • There are many different types of non-fictional and informational text.  

• Some challenging situations bring about long-lasting change.  

• Proficient readers are able to understand and apply reading strategies to foster 
comprehension. 

Learning Outcomes • Read stories about ways in which people worked to bring about permanent 

change.  

• Analyze the literary elements found in non-fiction and informational text, 

particularly in autobiography and biography.  

• Apply active reading strategies for reading non-fiction accounts.  

• Develop critical thinking skills about informational text and be able to 

compare and contrast differing accounts of the same situation.  

• Use vocabulary skills including context clues and ancillary materials to 

understand new words.  

• Analyze non-fiction through writing and discussion.  

• Participate in pre-reading focus activities.  

• Demonstrate comprehension skills.  

• Demonstrate understand and correct usage of vocabulary.   

• Participate in independent reading of a selection with teacher – created guide 

material.   

• Respond to varying texts.  

• Participate in leveled reading groups. 

• Students will conduct a research Project on Women’s History Month (Ri Pak , 

Lea Solonga) (AAPI, DEI) 

 



Assessment Evidence   

Formative Class discussions, activities, in-class activities, Graphic Organizers, Kahoot, Exit 
Tickets, book clubs, questions from leveled readers, teacher observations of student’s 
phonic awareness, and oral reading skills, running records of students, Latic 
checklists, conferences.    

 

Summative Test, Quiz, Project, Leveled-Reading Assessments, Writing Assessments, Problem 

Based Learning Student Presentations.    

Alternative & Benchmark Alternative - Read to the student and chart oral responses. Word banks, sentence 

frames, oral responses, graphic organizers, observations, portfolios of student work, 

orally administered assessments, and anecdotal notes.  

Benchmark – LinkIt Benchmark Assessment, Reading Levels, TPA 

Formative, Summative, Alternative and Benchmark Assessments 

 

Resources to Promote Learning  

Resources: Digital and Print Textbooks, Maps, Laptops, Smart Board, Primary & Secondary Source Documents,  
Commonlit.org, Readworks.org, Leveled Readers, Online Platform 
From Rosa Parks: My Story by Rosa Parks with Jim Haskins, Glencoe Literature: 
The Reader’s Choice Course 2  Published by McGraw-Hill, The New York Times, 
TIME, Ted Talks, Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman/Published by HarperCollins, 
Approved Class Resource List 

 

Content & Interdisciplinary Standards  

2016 New Jersey Student Learning Standards for English Language Arts  

https://totowaschooldistrict-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/aldo_deodino_totowa_k12_nj_us/EX-S3Sok1XhOsK_-NQ-lZtcBEF_S6cwAQBJSBu4mEXXc6w
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Key Ideas and Details 
NJSLSA.R1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from 
it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
 

• RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 
NJSLSA.R2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and 
ideas. 
 

• RI.7.2. Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 

     
NJSLSA.R3 Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 
       

• RI.7.3. Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or 
events, or how individuals influence ideas or events). 

     
Craft and Structure 
NJSLSA.R4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 
meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
       

• RI.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 

     
NJSLSA.R5 Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a 
section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 
       

• RI.7.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole 
and to the development of the ideas. 

     
NJSLSA.R6 Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
       

 



• RI.7.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her 
position from that of others. 

     
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
NJSLSA.R7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and quantitatively, as well 
as in words. 
       

• RI.7.7. Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of the text, analyzing each medium’s 
portrayal of the subject (e.g., how the delivery of a speech affects the impact of the words). 

     
NJSLSA.R8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as 
the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
       

• RI.7.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the 
evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims. 

     
NJSLSA.R9 Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 
compare the approaches the authors take. 
       

• RI.7.9 Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) how two 
or more authors writing about the same topic shape their presentations of key information by emphasizing different 
evidence or advancing different interpretations of facts. 

     
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
NJSLSA.R10 Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently with scaffolding as 
needed. 
       

• RI.7.1.10. **By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction (see Appendix A) at grade level text-
complexity (see Appendix A) or above, with scaffolding as needed.  

 
NJSLSA.W9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.       

• W.7.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 



• W.7.9a. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, 
or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter 
history”). 

• W.7.9b. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims 
in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims”). 

Range of Writing 
NJSLSA.W10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

• W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline- specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 

 
 
Comprehension and Collaboration 
NJSLSA.SL1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building 
on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.       

• SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

• SL.7.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

• SL.7.1b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual 
roles as needed. 

• SL.7.1c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations 
and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 

SL.7.1d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views. 
NJSLSA.SL2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 

• SL.7.2. Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study.     

NJSLSA.SL3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

• SL.7.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance 
and sufficiency of the evidence. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 



NJSLSA.SL4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

• SL.7.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, 
facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

NJSLSA.SL6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 

• SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or 
appropriate. 

NJSLSA.L4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, 
analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate.     

• L.7.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading 
and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

• L.7.4a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a 
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

• L.7.4b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., 
belligerent, bellicose, rebel). 

• L.7.4c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

• L.7.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning 
in context or in a dictionary). 

NJSLSA.L6 Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.     

• L.7.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

2020 SLS: Computer Science & Design Thinking  

• 8.2.8.EC.1: Explain ethical issues that may arise from the use of new technologies. 

• 8.2.8.EC.2: Examine the effects of ethical and unethical practices in product design and development. 

• 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable for a specific purpose.  

 



• 8.2.8.ITH.1: Explain how the development and use of technology influences economic, political, social, and cultural 
issues. 

• 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time 

2020 SLS: Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills  

• 9.4.8.IML.1: Critically curate multiple resources to assess the credibility of sources when searching for information. 

• 9.4.8.IML.2: Identify specific examples of distortion, exaggeration, or misrepresentation of information. 

• 9.4.8.IML.3: Create a digital visualization that effectively communicates a data set using formatting techniques such as 
form, position, size, color, movement, and spatial grouping (e.g., 6.SP.B.4, 7.SP.B.8b). 

• 9.4.8.IML.4: Ask insightful questions to organize different types of data and create meaningful visualizations. 

• 9.4.8.TL.3: Select appropriate tools to organize and present information digitally.  

• 9.4.8.TL.4: Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event. 

• 9.4.8.IML.7: Use information from a variety of sources, contexts, disciplines, and cultures for a specific purpose 

• 9.4.8.IML.12: Use relevant tools to produce, publish, and deliver information supported with evidence for an authentic 
audience. 

• 9.4.8.DC.1: Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use.  

• 9.4.8.DC.2: Provide appropriate citation and attribution elements when creating media products.   

• 9.4.8.TL.6: Collaborate to develop and publish work that provides perspectives on a real-world problem. 

 

Interdisciplinary / 21st Century Connections  

Connections and Skills • Global and Cultural Awareness  

• Creativity and Innovation 

• Information and Media Literacy 

• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

• Digital Literacy 

 



Social Studies • 6.1.8.CivicsDP.3.a:Use primary and secondary sources to assess whether or 
not the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence were fulfilled for 
women, African Americans, and Native Americans during this time period. 

 

SEL • Self-Awareness 

• Responsible Decision-Making 

• Self-Management 

• Relationship Skills 

• Social Awareness 

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies and Sub 
Competencies.docx 

 

 

Unit Title Where the Heart is 

Unit Duration 6 Weeks 

Unit Summary & Rationale Students will read a variety of fictional stories and novels that explore the theme of 
“Where The Heart Is,” including plays folktales, fairy tales and poetry; focus on 
vocabulary skills using context clues, dictionaries, glossaries and thesauri to 
determine the meaning of words; participate in collaborative discussion; identify 
elements of fiction; organize a response to literature; use textual evidence to build an 
analysis of written material; identify literary elements including theme, conflict, 
character, setting, plot; analyze plot exposition; study plot development and point of 
view; read both aloud and independently; make inferences; identify and use 
figurative language. 

Unit Goals  
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Essential Questions 
 

• What are the elements of a folktale?  

• What does the origin of a folktale or myth tell us about its people and their 
culture?  

• What are important elements of myths and legends?  

• How does the re-telling of a myth or legend affect the story or events? 

Enduring Understandings • Folktales are stories that are passed down orally long before they are written 
down.  

• By studying folktales and myths, the values and beliefs of many different 
cultures can be explored.  

• Proficient readers are able to understand and apply literary text features to 
achieve comprehension. 

Learning Outcomes • Read stories that have been handed down from generations past, stories that 

have twists of fate, and stories with mythical events.  

• Analyze the literary elements found in fiction, poetry, drama, novels and short 

stories. 

• Apply active reading strategies for reading to fictional accounts, including 

make predictions, recognizing elements of suspense, and understanding cause 

and effect.  

• Develop critical thinking skills about literature and their lives in context of 

literature and informative texts (Holocaust related).  

• Engage in collaborative discussion.    

• Use vocabulary skills including context clues and ancillary materials to 

understand new words.  

• Analyze literature through writing and discussion.  

• Participate in pre-reading focus activities.  

• Demonstrate comprehension skills.  

• Demonstrate understand and correct usage of vocabulary.   

• Participate in independent reading of a selection with teacher – created guide 

material.   

 



• Respond to varying texts.  

• Participate in leveled reading groups. 

• Readings on Frida Kahlo & Katherine Johnson (DEI) 

• Students will complete a project on the LGBTQ Rights Movement (LGBT 

Pw/D) 

• Students will read and analyze Percy Jackson and The Lightning (LGBT 

Pw/D) 

Assessment Evidence   

Formative Class discussions, activities, in-class activities, Graphic Organizers, Kahoot, Exit 
Tickets, book clubs, questions from leveled readers, teacher observations of student’s 
phonic awareness, and oral reading skills, running records of students, Latic 
checklists, conferences.    

 

Summative Test, Quiz, Project, Leveled-Reading Assessments, Writing Assessments, Problem 

Based Learning Student Presentations.    

Alternative & Benchmark Alternative - Read to the student and chart oral responses. Word banks, sentence 

frames, oral responses, graphic organizers, observations, portfolios of student work, 

orally administered assessments, and anecdotal notes.  

Benchmark – LinkIt Benchmark Assessment, Reading Levels, TPA 

Formative, Summative, Alternative and Benchmark Assessments 

 

Resources to Promote Learning  

Resources: Digital and Print Textbooks, Maps, Laptops, Smart Board, Primary & Secondary Source Documents,  
Commonlit.org, Readworks.org, Leveled Readers, Online Platform, Glencoe 
Literature: The Reader’s Choice Course 2 published by McGraw-Hill, Percy Jackson 
and The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan, Mythologyteacher.com, Stories from the 

 

https://totowaschooldistrict-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/aldo_deodino_totowa_k12_nj_us/EX-S3Sok1XhOsK_-NQ-lZtcBEF_S6cwAQBJSBu4mEXXc6w


Twilight Zone: The Monsters are Due on Maple Street. Approved Class Resource 
List 

Content & Interdisciplinary Standards  

2016 New Jersey Student Learning Standards for English Language Arts  

Key Ideas and Details 
NJSLSA.R1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from 
it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.    

• RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

NJSLSA.R2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and 
ideas. 

• RL.7.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an 
objective summary of the text     

NJSLSA.R3 Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.   

• RL.7.3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 
Craft and Structure 
NJSLSA.R4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 
meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

• RL.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of 
a poem or section of a story or drama. 

NJSLSA.R5 Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a 
section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.    

• RL.7.5. Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning. 
NJSLSA.R6 Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

• RL.7.6. Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.  
  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
NJSLSA.R7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and quantitatively, as well 
as in words.        

 

https://totowaschooldistrict-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/aldo_deodino_totowa_k12_nj_us/EXRtLCAG4uZIvZ4oUAi3FDMB3GEF5zyn_Hj7cVR3OiWu_Q
https://totowaschooldistrict-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/aldo_deodino_totowa_k12_nj_us/EXRtLCAG4uZIvZ4oUAi3FDMB3GEF5zyn_Hj7cVR3OiWu_Q


• RL.7.7. Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, 
analyzing the effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a 
film).     

NJSLSA.R9 Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 
compare the approaches the authors take.    

• RL.7.9 Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) 
a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding 
how authors of fiction use or alter history. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
NJSLSA.R10 Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently with scaffolding as 
needed. 

• RL.7.10. **By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at grade level 
text-complexity (see Appendix A) or above, scaffolding as needed. 

 
Key Ideas and Details 
NJSLSA.R1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from 
it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.    

• RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

NJSLSA.R2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and 
ideas. 

• RL.7.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an 
objective summary of the text     

NJSLSA.R3 Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.   

• RL.7.3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 
Craft and Structure 
NJSLSA.R4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 
meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

• RL.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of 
a poem or section of a story or drama. 

NJSLSA.R5 Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a 
section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.    



• RL.7.5. Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning. 
NJSLSA.R6 Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

• RL.7.6. Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.  
  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
NJSLSA.R7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and quantitatively, as well 
as in words.        

• RL.7.7. Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, 
analyzing the effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a 
film).     

NJSLSA.R9 Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 
compare the approaches the authors take.    

• RL.7.9 Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) 
a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding 
how authors of fiction use or alter history. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
NJSLSA.R10 Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently with scaffolding as 
needed. 

• RL.7.10. **By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at grade level 
text-complexity (see Appendix A) or above, scaffolding as needed. 

 
Key Ideas and Details  

• RI.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  

• RI.7.2. Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an 
objective summary of the text.  

• RI.7.3. Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or 
events, or how individuals influence ideas or events).  

Craft and Structure  
• RI.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 

technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
•  RI.7.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole 

and to the development of the ideas.  



• RI.7.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her 
position from that of others.  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  

• RI.7.7. Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of the text, analyzing each medium’s 
portrayal of the subject (e.g., how the delivery of a speech affects the impact of the words).  

• RI.7.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the 
evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims.  

• RI.7.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) how two 
or more authors writing about the same topic shape their presentations of key information by emphasizing different 
evidence or advancing different interpretations of facts. 

• RI.7.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with 
scaffolding as needed. 

 
 
NJSLSA.W9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.       
W.7.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
W.7.9a. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or 
character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history”). 
W.7.9b. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a 
text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims”). 
Range of Writing 
NJSLSA.W10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline- specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 
 
Comprehension and Collaboration 
NJSLSA.SL1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building 
on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.       

• SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 



• SL.7.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

• SL.7.1b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual 
roles as needed. 

• SL.7.1c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations 
and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 

• SL.7.1d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views. 
NJSLSA.SL2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 

• SL.7.2. Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study.     

NJSLSA.SL3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

• SL.7.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance 
and sufficiency of the evidence. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
NJSLSA.SL4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

• SL.7.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, 
facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

NJSLSA.SL6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 

• SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or 
appropriate. 

NJSLSA.L4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, 
analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate.     

• L.7.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading 
and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

• L.7.4a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a 
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

• L.7.4b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., 
belligerent, bellicose, rebel). 

• L.7.4c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 



• L.7.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning 
in context or in a dictionary). 

NJSLSA.L6 Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.     

• L.7.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

2020 SLS: Computer Science & Design Thinking  

• 8.2.8.EC.1: Explain ethical issues that may arise from the use of new technologies. 

• 8.2.8.EC.2: Examine the effects of ethical and unethical practices in product design and development. 

• 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable for a specific purpose.  

• 8.2.8.ITH.1: Explain how the development and use of technology influences economic, political, social, and cultural 
issues. 

• 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time 

 

2020 SLS: Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills  

• 9.4.8.IML.1: Critically curate multiple resources to assess the credibility of sources when searching for information. 

• 9.4.8.IML.2: Identify specific examples of distortion, exaggeration, or misrepresentation of information. 

• 9.4.8.IML.3: Create a digital visualization that effectively communicates a data set using formatting techniques such as 
form, position, size, color, movement, and spatial grouping (e.g., 6.SP.B.4, 7.SP.B.8b). 

• 9.4.8.IML.4: Ask insightful questions to organize different types of data and create meaningful visualizations. 

• 9.4.8.TL.3: Select appropriate tools to organize and present information digitally.  

• 9.4.8.TL.4: Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event. 

• 9.4.8.IML.7: Use information from a variety of sources, contexts, disciplines, and cultures for a specific purpose 

• 9.4.8.IML.12: Use relevant tools to produce, publish, and deliver information supported with evidence for an authentic 
audience. 

• 9.4.8.DC.1: Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use.  

• 9.4.8.DC.2: Provide appropriate citation and attribution elements when creating media products.   

 



• 9.4.8.TL.6: Collaborate to develop and publish work that provides perspectives on a real-world problem. 

Interdisciplinary / 21st Century Connections  

Connections and Skills • Critical thinking  
• Collaboration and Team Work 
• Problem Solving 

 

Social Studies • 6.2.8.HistoryCC.3.a: Determine the extent to which religion, economic issues, 
and conflict shaped the values and decisions of the classical civilizations. 

 

SEL • Self-Awareness 

• Responsible Decision-Making 

• Self-Management 

• Relationship Skills 

• Social Awareness 

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies and Sub 
Competencies.docx 

 

 

Unit Title Twists and Turns 

Unit Duration 8 Weeks 

Unit Summary & Rationale Students will read a variety of fiction and non-fiction that explores the theme of 
“Twists and Turns”; focus on vocabulary skills using context clues, dictionaries, 
glossaries and thesauri to determine the meaning of words; participate in 
collaborative discussion; identify elements of non-fiction/informative; organize a 
response to non-fiction; use textual evidence to build an analysis of written material; 
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analyze author’s point of view; differentiate between and locate main and supporting 
ideas in non-fiction; compare and contrast texts in different forms; read both aloud 
and independently; developing research skills. 

Unit Goals  

Essential Questions 

 
• How does the presence of conflict affect the plot of the story?  

• What is the difference between internal and external conflict?  

• What valuable lessons do characters learn when experiencing a hardship?  

• How do decisions you make prepare you to face challenges with courage?  

• What attitude toward life and nature do these accounts convey?   

• What do these accounts communicate to you about the relationship between 
humans and animals? 

Enduring Understandings • Proficient readers are able to understand the story and extend meaning, 
developing their own ideas beyond the text.  

• Proficient readers are able to use comprehension strategies to enhance their 
story experience and understanding of various elements of a story.  

• Some challenging situations bring about long-lasting change. 

• Relationships and respect for nature and environment can exist in many 
forms. 

Learning Outcomes • Read stories about people who confront tough decisions with courage and 

ingenuity.  

• Read stories about the natural world and people’s place within it.  

• Analyze the literary elements found in fiction and non-fiction text.  

• Apply active reading strategies for reading fiction and non-fiction accounts.  

• Develop critical thinking skills about varying texts and be able to compare 

and contrast differing accounts of the same situation.  

• Use the following reading and thinking skills:  making predictions, inferring, 

sequencing events and plot, cause and effect, making informed judgments, 

 



analyzing arguments, using critical thinking, drawing conclusions, identifying 

author’s purpose and main idea.  

• Use vocabulary skills including context clues and ancillary materials to 

understand new words.  

• Analyze fiction and non-fiction through writing and discussion.  

• Readiness to read independently and successfully. 

Assessment Evidence   

Formative Class discussions, activities, in-class activities, Graphic Organizers, Kahoot, Exit 
Tickets, book clubs, questions from leveled readers, teacher observations of student’s 
phonic awareness, and oral reading skills, running records of students, Latic 
checklists, conferences.    

 

Summative Test, Quiz, Project, Leveled-Reading Assessments, Writing Assessments, Problem 

Based Learning Student Presentations.    

Alternative & Benchmark Alternative - Read to the student and chart oral responses. Word banks, sentence 

frames, oral responses, graphic organizers, observations, portfolios of student work, 

orally administered assessments, and anecdotal notes.  

Benchmark – LinkIt Benchmark Assessment, Reading Levels, TPA 

Formative, Summative, Alternative and Benchmark Assessments 

 

Resources to Promote Learning  

Resources: Digital and Print Textbooks, Maps, Laptops, Smart Board, Primary & Secondary Source Documents,  
Commonlit.org, Readworks.org, Leveled Readers, Online Platform, Percy Jackson 
and The Sea of Monsters by Rick Riordan, Glencoe Literature: The Reader’s Choice 
Course 2 Published by McGraw-Hill, Hatchet by Gary Paulsen, I Know Who I Am 
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by Brent Ashabranner, Teacher-generated materials and resources, 
Readwritethink.org, Approved Class Resource List 

Content & Interdisciplinary Standards  

2016 New Jersey Student Learning Standards for English Language Arts  

Key Ideas and Details 
NJSLSA.R1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from 
it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.    

• RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

NJSLSA.R2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and 
ideas. 

• RL.7.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an 
objective summary of the text     

NJSLSA.R3 Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.   

• RL.7.3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 
Craft and Structure 
NJSLSA.R4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 
meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

• RL.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of 
a poem or section of a story or drama. 

NJSLSA.R5 Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a 
section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.    

• RL.7.5. Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning. 
NJSLSA.R6 Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

• RL.7.6. Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.  
  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
NJSLSA.R7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and quantitatively, as well 
as in words.        
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• RL.7.7. Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, 
analyzing the effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a 
film).     

NJSLSA.R9 Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 
compare the approaches the authors take.    

• RL.7.9 Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) 
a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding 
how authors of fiction use or alter history. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
NJSLSA.R10 Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently with scaffolding as 
needed. 

• RL.7.10. **By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at grade level 
text-complexity (see Appendix A) or above, scaffolding as needed. 

 
NJSLSA.W9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.       

• W.7.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

• W.7.9a. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, 
or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter 
history”). 

• W.7.9b. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims 
in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims”). 

Range of Writing 
NJSLSA.W10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

• W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline- specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 

 
 
Comprehension and Collaboration 
NJSLSA.SL1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building 
on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.       



• SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

• SL.7.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

• SL.7.1b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual 
roles as needed. 

• SL.7.1c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations 
and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 

SL.7.1d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views. 
NJSLSA.SL2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 

• SL.7.2. Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study.     

NJSLSA.SL3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

• SL.7.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance 
and sufficiency of the evidence. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
NJSLSA.SL4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

• SL.7.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, 
facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

NJSLSA.SL6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 

• SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or 
appropriate. 

NJSLSA.L4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, 
analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate.     

• L.7.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading 
and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

• L.7.4a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a 
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

• L.7.4b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., 
belligerent, bellicose, rebel). 



• L.7.4c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

• L.7.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning 
in context or in a dictionary). 

NJSLSA.L6 Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.     

• L.7.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

2020 SLS: Computer Science & Design Thinking  

• 8.2.8.EC.1: Explain ethical issues that may arise from the use of new technologies. 

• 8.2.8.EC.2: Examine the effects of ethical and unethical practices in product design and development. 

• 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable for a specific purpose.  

• 8.2.8.ITH.1: Explain how the development and use of technology influences economic, political, social, and cultural 
issues. 

• 8.2.8.ITH.2: Compare how technologies have influenced society over time 

 

2020 SLS: Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills  

• 9.4.8.IML.1: Critically curate multiple resources to assess the credibility of sources when searching for information. 

• 9.4.8.IML.2: Identify specific examples of distortion, exaggeration, or misrepresentation of information. 

• 9.4.8.IML.3: Create a digital visualization that effectively communicates a data set using formatting techniques such as 
form, position, size, color, movement, and spatial grouping (e.g., 6.SP.B.4, 7.SP.B.8b). 

• 9.4.8.IML.4: Ask insightful questions to organize different types of data and create meaningful visualizations. 

• 9.4.8.TL.3: Select appropriate tools to organize and present information digitally.  

• 9.4.8.TL.4: Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event. 

• 9.4.8.IML.7: Use information from a variety of sources, contexts, disciplines, and cultures for a specific purpose 

• 9.4.8.IML.12: Use relevant tools to produce, publish, and deliver information supported with evidence for an authentic 
audience. 

 



• 9.4.8.DC.1: Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use.  

• 9.4.8.DC.2: Provide appropriate citation and attribution elements when creating media products.   

• 9.4.8.TL.6: Collaborate to develop and publish work that provides perspectives on a real-world problem. 

Interdisciplinary / 21st Century Connections  

Connections and Skills • Global and Cultural Awareness  

• Creativity and Innovation 

• Information and Media Literacy 

• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

• Digital Literacy 

 

Social Studies • 6.2.8.HistoryCA.3.a: Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the 
major achievements of Greece, Rome, India, and China over time. 

 

SEL • Self-Awareness 

• Responsible Decision-Making 

• Self-Management 

• Relationship Skills 

• Social Awareness 

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies and Sub 
Competencies.docx 

 

 

Accommodations & Modifications 

Special Education Students, 504 students, English Language Learners, Students at-Risk Based on Students’ Individual 

Needs    

https://totowaschooldistrict-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/aldo_deodino_totowa_k12_nj_us/EUfHKQWzrL9NgCOHPd8j2vYBq90JKrNvDhBaISyceTHgAw?e=M8pc68
https://totowaschooldistrict-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/aldo_deodino_totowa_k12_nj_us/EUfHKQWzrL9NgCOHPd8j2vYBq90JKrNvDhBaISyceTHgAw?e=M8pc68


Time/General 

 

• Allow extra time 
• Repeat and clarify directions 
• Provide breaks in between tasks 
• Have student verbalize directions 
• Provide timelines/due dates for 

reports and projects 

 

Processing 

 

• Provide extra response time 
• Have student verbalize steps 
• Repeat directions 
• Provide small group instruction 
• Include partner work 

Comprehension 

 

• Provide reading material on student’s 
level 

• Have student underline important points 
• Assist student on how to use context clues 

to identify words/phrases 
• Ensure short manageable tasks 

Tests/Quizzes/Grading 

 

• Provide extended time 
• Provide study guides 
• Limit number of responses 

 

 

Behavior/Attention 

  

• Establish classroom rules 
• Write a contract with the student 

specifying expected behaviors 
• Provide preferential seating 
• Re-focus student as needed 
• Reinforce student for staying on 

task 

Organization 

 

• Monitor the student and provide 
reinforcement of directions 

• Verify the accurateness of homework 
assignments 

• Display a written agenda 

ELL, Enrichment, Gifted & Talented Strategies 

Accommodations Based on Students' Individual Needs 

ELL Strategies 

• Provide explicit, systematic instruction in vocabulary. 
• Ensure that ELLs have ample opportunities to talk with both adults and peers and provide ongoing feedback and 

encouragement. 
• Expose ELLs to rich language input. 
• Scaffolding for ELLs language learning. 



• Encourage continued L1 language development. 
• Alphabet knowledge 
• Phonological awareness 
• Print awareness 
• Design instruction that focuses on all of the foundational literacy skills. 
• Recognize that many literacy skills can transfer across languages. 
• English literacy development by helping ELLs make the connection between what they know in their first language and 

what they need to know in English. 
• Graphic organizers   
• Modified texts   
• Modified assessments   
• Written/audio instruction   
• Shorter paragraph/essay length   
• Homogeneously grouped by level  

 

Accommodations Based on Students' Individual Needs: 

Enrichment Strategies  

• Evaluate vocabulary  
• Elevate Text Complexity  
• Incorporate inquiry based assignments and projects  
• Extend curriculum 
• Balance individual, small group and whole group instruction 
• Provide tiered/multi-level activities  
• Include purposeful learning centers 
• Provide open-ended activities and projects  
• Offer opportunities for heterogeneous grouping to work with age and social peers as well as homogeneous grouping to 

provide time to work with individual peers 
• Provide pupils with experiences outside the ‘regular’ curriculum  



• Alter the pace the student uses to cover regular curriculum in order to explore topics of interest in greater depth/breadth 
within their own grade level 

• Require a higher quality of work than the norm for the given age group 
• Promote higher level of thinking and making connections.  
• Focus on process learning skills such as brainstorming, decision making and social skills 
• Use supplementary materials in addition to the normal range of resources.  
• Encourage peer to peer mentoring 
• Integrate cross-curricular lessons 
• Incorporate real-world problem solving activities 
• Facilitate student-led questioning and discussions 

 

Gifted & Talented Strategies   

• More elaborate, complex, and in-depth study of major ideas, problems, and themes that integrate knowledge within and 
across systems of thought. 

• Development and application of productive thinking skills to enable students to reconceptualize existing knowledge and/or 
generate new knowledge. 

• Explore constantly changing knowledge and information and develop the attitude that knowledge is worth pursuing in an 
open world. 

• Encourage exposure to, selection, and use of appropriate and specialized resources. 
• Promote self-initiated and self-directed learning and growth. 
• Provide for the development of self-understanding and the understanding of one's relationship to persons, societal 

institutions, nature, and culture. 
• Flexible pacing 
• Use of more advanced or complex concepts, abstractions, and materials 
• Encourage students to move through content areas at their own pace. If they master a particular unit, they need to be 

provided with more advanced learning activities, not more of the same activity. 
• Questions that require a higher level of response and/or open-ended questions that stimulate inquiry, active exploration, 

and discovery. 
• Encourage students to think about subjects in more abstract and complex ways 



• Activity selection based on student interests, that encourage self-directed learning 
• Group interaction and simulations 
• Guided self-management 
• Encourage students to demonstrate what they have learned in a wide variety of forms that reflect both knowledge and the 

ability to manipulate ideas. 
• Engage students in active problem-finding and problem-solving activities and research. 
• Provide students opportunities for making connections within and across systems of knowledge by focusing on issues, 

themes, and ideas. 

 


