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Lesson 3: Understanding the PCR Prompt and Writing a Thesis Statement

Rationale

& PARCC’s prose constructed response (PCR) represents a significant change from previous
tests’ essay prompts. On the Research Simulation Task, these prompts require students to
write an argumentative or informative/explanatory essay based solely on textual evidence
found in the associated texts.

+# For students to write proficient responses, they need to start with a strong grasp of the
prompt’s requirements and must be able to develop a strong thesis statement that fully
addresses the prompt.

Goals
+ To understand a PCR prompt
4 To write a thesis statement that directly addresses all aspects of the PCR prompt

Task Foci

4% CCSS W.7.1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

Objectives
4 Students will examine and understand the PCR prompt

++ Students will write a thesis statement that specifically addresses all aspects of the PCR
prompt

Materials .
= Research Simulation Task Sample Texts (3)
« Research Simulation Task Sample Prompt
= Prompt/Thesis worksheet

Procedures

Part 1

4 You will work independently to understand the prompt for the prose constructed response of

the PARCC Research Simulation Task,

4. First read it independently. For this first read, you can take notes if you'd like to, but you will

have the opportunity to take notes during a second reading.

# Now look at the PCR prompt and the Thesis Statement worksheet.

4 Work through the prompt, asking questions such as; What specific aspects of the text is the
prompt drawing your attention to? Is it asking you 1o compare and contrast two ideas, people,
or arguments? s it asking you to compare how several articles treat one subject?

Now with this prompt in mind, re-read the text and look for details you think would help you

answer the prompt. Read carefully and make annotations.

< o Note: Lesson 4 covers text support and evidence in depth. You will return to your notes
from this lesson for that

-4 How could you use your findings to answer the prompt?




Part 2

+

In this part of the lesson, you will use the texts and your notes from Part 1 to construct a
thesis statement to answer the prompt.

A thesis statement is a one or two sentence claim about a given topic, in this case the fopic
elicited from the PCR prompt.

What makes a good thesis statement?

A good thesis statement:

o answers the prompt completely

clearly states vour position

is debatable (someone could argue the opposite)

is one or two sentences

can be supported by evidence from the text

Now you will use the texts and your notes to write your own thesis statements,

Return to the Thesis Worksheet and your annotated texts and complete the assignment.
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Prose Constructed Response
Prompt

You have now read three passages about cyberbullying and bullying. Consider the different
suggestions on how to eliminate bullying and cyberbullying. Which suggestion is most likely to
address both bullying and cyberbullying? Write an essay in which you analyze the different
suggestions and highlight the one most likely to deal with both forms of bullying. Include
evidence from at least two of the articles to sapport your answer.




Writing a Thesis Statement

Identify what the PCR requires

Read the prompt and identify what it is asking you to do. In the box below, write a sentence or two that describe
what the prompt is asking you to write about.

What is the prompt asking?

Give it a try:

Now that you know what the prompt is asking you to do, write a thesis statement to answer the prompt.

Checklist
My thesis statement:

answers the prompt completely

clearly states my position

ig debatable (someone could argue the opposite)
is one or two sentences

can be supported by evidence in the text

O s Y




Lesson 4: Selecting Textual Evidence to Support Reasons

Rationale
+ PARCC emphasizes the use of textual evidence when writing argumentative and
informational/explanatory essays. On the Research Simulation Task (RST), students are
expected to draw evidence exclusively from the texts. This lesson instructs students on how
to use textual evidence to support their reasons. '

Goal
+ To use evidence to accurately support reasons in an argumentative or
informational/explanatory PCR prompt

Task Foci

4 CCSS W.7.1; Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

& CCSS W.7.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas,
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant
content.

& CCSS W.7.8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using
search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or
paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a
standard format for citation,

4+ CCSS W.7.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.

Objectives
- Students will identify textual evidence to support their reasons.

#  Students will explain how the chosen textual evidence supports their reasons.

Materials
4 Sample Texts from Lesson 3
4% Thesis Worksheet from Lesson 3
« Reasons and Textual Evidence Worksheet

Procedures
% Using your worksheet from Lesson 3, you will come up with three reasons to support the
thesis statements you wrote. You will determine what these reasons are by using textual
evidence.
= Ask yourself the question: “What is “textual evidence’?” You’ll use your prior work in
Lesson 3 to review what textual evidence means.
+ Look at your annotated texts again. Look at the articles you read last time, The information

that vou underlined and took notes on is your textual evidence. This is information you use to

prove that your reasons are valid.”
% Look for your Reasons and Textual Evidence worksheet.




+. Review the prompt from Lesson 3. Remember that this is ultimately the question you’il want
to answer. Your thesis statement is the direct answer to the prompt. Your reasons and textual
evidence are the substance of your argument used to back up your thesis.

+# Now you are going to use your notes to come up with reasons and find support for those
reasons in the texts. Remember: “While you’re working, you may find that your evidence
doesn’t quite support the reasons you came up with. That’s OK. This is just what happens
when we look for evidence to support our reasons. Sometimes we have to adjust our reasons
to better fit the evidence we have, or there may be different evidence that better supports our
reasons.”

4 Fill out the worksheet.




Selecting Reasons and Textual Evidence  Name:

‘My Thesis Statement: =~ -« el T

Reason 1:

Evidence from text:

Explanation of evidence:

How does this evidence support my thesis?

Reason 2::

Explanation of evidence

How does this evidence support my thesis? .~

Reason 3:

Evidence from Text:

Explanation of Evidence:

How does this evidence support my thesis?




Lesson 5: Drafting the Prose Constructed Response Qutline

Rationale
-+ QOutlining is the most effective prewriting strategy for structuring an essay. On PARCC’s
Research Simulation Task, test scorers want to see clearly developed introductions, support
paragraphs, and conclusions, Students will benefit from taking some time during the
assessment to briefly construct an outline.

Goal
4+ To construct an outline as a prewriting activity for the PCR prompt on the Research
Simulation Task

Task Foci

4 CCSS W.7.1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

~ CCSS W.7.2: Write informative/explanatory texts tc exainine a topic and convey ideas,
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant
content,

4 CCSS W.7.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization,
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience,

+ CCS8S W.7.5: With some guidance and support from peers and aduits, develop and
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for
conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including
grade 7 here.)

Objectives

< Students will construct an outline in order to organize their response to the PCR prompt.

Materials
« Lined paper to write cutline (per student)
4 The Basic Outline Handout
+# Texts from Lesson 3
4 Student work from Lessons 3-4

Procedures
~+ For this lesson, you will use your thesis statements, reasons, and textual evidence from the
previous lessons to draft an outline for an essay on the Research Simulation Task.,

Look at the Basic Outline Handout.
Ask yourself the question: “How do you know the best way to organize your paper?”

Ll S

be as thorough as you could be for a take-home assignment. Here are some tips for quickly
composing an outline,

o Complete sentences are not necessary. Phrases and key words are just as useful. In an
outline, a writer wants to capture the essence of their argument; he or she can worry about
syntax and diction when drafting and revising the essay.

Since an outline like this would normally be constructed during a test, you won’t have time to




o Supporting quotations do not have to be written out completely, but what students do
capture needs to be accurate. One way to quickly capture a quotation is to jot down the first
and last word of the quotation and the paragraph where it is located. (PARCC’s texts have
numbered paragraphs) {e.g. “The...quotation.” (P 4))

Now construct an outline using your thesis statements, reasons, and textual evidence from
Lessons 3-4, Because you already have the information you need to fill in the outline, in this
exercise your primary task is figuring out where to put it.

When you were coming up with your reasons in Lesson 4, you might not have thought about
arranging them in a logical order. Yow’ll have the chance to do that now.




The QOutline

L. Introduction
A. Restate the prompt
B. Name the Author(s} and Titles
C. A short summary of your reasons
D. Thesis (a direct answer to the writing prompt)

H. First Body Paragraph
A Topic sentence (what this paragraph will discuss, your reason)
B. Introduce the evidence
1. Who says it? {the author, an expert)
2. What is its context? (What idea is the author discussing at this point in their
article?) .
C. Evidence from the text (cited accurately)
D. Explanation/Analysis of the evidence: How does it prove your thesis?
E. Closing sentence (wrap up the paragraph to effectively transition to the next

paragraph)

II1. Second Body Paragraph
A. Topic sentence (what this paragraph will discuss, your reason)
B. Introduce the evidence
I. Who says it? (the author, an expert)
2. What is its context? (What idea is the author discussing at this point in their
article?)
C. Evidence from the text (cifed accurately)
D. Explanation/Analysis of the evidence: How does it prove your thesis?
E. Closing sentence (wrap up the paragraph to effectively transition to the next

paragraph)

IV, Third Body Paragraph
A. Topic sentence (what this paragraph will discuss, your reason)
B. Introduce the evidence
1. Who says it7 (the author, an expert)
2. What is its context? (What idea is the author discussing at this point in their
article?)
C. Evidence from the text {cited accurately)
D. Explanation/Analysis of the evidence: How does it prove your thesis?
E. Closing sentence (wrap up the paragraph to effectively transition to the next

paragraph)

V. Conclusion
A. Summarize your argument.
B. Restate your thesis (using different words)




