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Essential Questions
● Where is the continent of Asia and its two 

most populous countries, India and China?

● What are the key components of a civilization?

● How were mountains and rivers important for 
the development of civilizations? 







Lesson 1

The Indus River Valley, Part I

Video Lesson Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWRehLw3ndY&list=PLm_xeUJV-0tRRaweVFeCu6lQz_3KKr8Tv


● common- known by most 
people; ordinary

Vocabulary Words



● cultivate-to grow or tend to a 
crop or plant

Vocabulary Words



● fertile- rich in the materials or 
nutrients needed to produce many 
strong, healthy crops

Vocabulary Words



Indus River-the 
river at the center 
of the first 
civilization in early 
India 

Vocabulary Words



● irrigation canals- ditches cut 
into the ground to send water 
where needed

Vocabulary Words

To Table of Contents



What Do We Know?
● What does the word ancient mean? 

● What does the word civilization mean? 



An important job in many 
ancient cities was farming. 
Cities often formed around 
large rivers so that people 
could farm, the ancient 
Egyptian civilization in 
Africa along the Nile River. 
This is an image of that 
civilization. Which two 
components of a civilization 
are represented by this 
image?



Map of Nile, Tigris, and Euphrates 
Rivers One of the first civilizations 
was called Mesopotamia. It 
developed in the area now known as
the Middle East. This is a map 
showing the area in which the 
Mesopotamian civilization 
developed, between the Tigris and 
Euphrates Rivers. Like all ancient 
civilizations, Mesopotamia had a 
government and laws. One of 
Mesopotamia’s leaders, King 
Hammurabi, created a written set of
laws known as the Code of 
Hammurabi.



 Machu Picchu today All 
civilizations have large cities 
with a form of government. The 
Incan civilization, an early 
American civilization, had a city 
known as Machu Picchu. This is 
Machu Picchu today. Early 
civilizations, such as the Maya, 
Aztec, Inca, Egyptian, and 
Mesopotamian civilizations, all 
had a religion. In all of these 
civilizations, the people believed
in many gods and goddesses.



Hieroglyphs carved in 
stone Civilizations also 
had a system of writing. 
This is an image of 
hieroglyphs used by the 
people of ancient Egypt.



Cuneiform 
This is an 
example of 
writing 
from 
Mesopotam
ia known as 
cuneiform.
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Comprehension
Question

Where did this 
civilization develop?



Comprehension
Question

How did the Himalayas contribute 
to the formation of civilizations in 

the Indus River Valley?



Comprehension
Question

What was the purpose of 
digging irrigation canals?



Think, Pair, 
Share

What were some features of 
Indus River communities 
that were common among 

ancient civilizations?



Comprehension
Question

Why was a civilization able to 
form in the Indus River Valley 

on the continent of Asia?



Comprehension
Question

What caused the Indus River to 
flood in the spring?



Comprehension
Question

What did the floodwaters 
leave behind?



Comprehension
Question

How did this fertile soil help 
the people living near the 

river? 

To Table of Contents



Word Work
“Fertile soil from the 

rivers’ beds spreads out 
over nearby fields.” 



Word Work
Fertile- rich in the materials 
or nutrients needed to 
produce many strong, healthy 
crops.





Word Work

After the Nile River floods, fertile soil 
can be found along its banks. 



Word Work
Share:

“Fertile ground would 
look_.”

What’s the word we’ve been talking about? 

To Table of Contents



Activity Page 1.1



Asia

Himalayas

Ancient 
India

In
dus R

iver

Mohenjo-daro





Check for Understanding. . . 
Descriptive Sentences 

● I ate my lunch.
● The white, puffy clouds floated peacefully in the bright 

blue sky
● The dog ran.
● The shiny, black cat jumped gracefully from chair to 

chair.
● The screeching, red fire engine roared down the street, 

racing to the fire.



Take Home



Brainpop Jr.

Ancient China:

https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ancienthistory/ancientchina/ 

To Table of Contents
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Lesson 2

The Indus River Valley, Part II

Video Lesson Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ZM_mBvk040&list=PLm_xeUJV-0tRRaweVFeCu6lQz_3KKr8Tv&index=2


Asia

Himalayas

Ancient 
India

In
dus R

iver

Mohenjo-daro



Check for Understanding. . . 
Thumbs up/Thumbs down

Directions: Give a thumbs up if what I say is a component of a civilization and 
a thumbs down if what I say is not a component of a civilization. 

Civilization- cities, jobs, leaders, writing, religion

1. Schools
2. Writing
3. Religion
4. Computers
5. Leaders
6. Separate jobs
7. Calendars
8. Cities



● bustling- full of activity

Vocabulary Words



● nestles- settles in snugly and 
comfortably

Vocabulary Words



● recede- to draw back or move 
away from a certain point

Vocabulary Words



● source- the start or cause of 
something

Vocabulary Words



What would life have been like for a 
child living in Mohenjo-daro long ago?

Focus Question

To Table of Contents
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Comprehension
Question

How is the mighty Indus River 
harmful to the people of 

Mohenjo-daro? 



Comprehension
Question

● One of the features of a civilization is that 
everyone has a special job to do. What is 
Sanjay’s father’s job? 

● Based on what you heard, what other jobs 
were there in Mohenjo-daro? 



Think, Pair, 
Share

Why do you think the people of 
Mohenjo-daro had a special 

ceremony to pray to the Indus 
River? 

To Table of Contents



Word Work
“The river is the source 

of life in the valley.”



Word Work
source- the start or cause of 
something, the place from 

which something comes





Word Work
June’s flashlight was the only 
source of light she had when 
the power went out. 



Word Work
Can you name any sources of light, heat, food, or water? 
Share:

One source of (light, heat, 
food, or water) is _ . 



● A synonym is a word that means the same as, 
or something similar to, another word. 

● What are some synonyms for source? 

Synonym

To Table of Contents



Brain Pop Jr. 
Synonym

https://jr.brainpop.com/readingandwriting/word/synonymsandantonyms/
https://jr.brainpop.com/readingandwriting/word/synonymsandantonyms/


Dates- a 
crop grown 
in the Indus 
Valley.



This shows the 
city of Mohenjo-
daro.



This is showing 
early writing from 
the Indus River 
Valley civilization.
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Lesson 3

Hinduism
Video Lesson Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Rg3qAF-tQU&list=PLm_xeUJV-0tRRaweVFeCu6lQz_3KKr8Tv&index=3








Himalayas

Ancient 
India

In
dus R

iver

Mohenjo-daro

Ganges River



● existence- life

Vocabulary Words



● Hinduism- a religion that 
began in India and is the 
third-largest religion in the 
world

Vocabulary Words



● represents-  stands for; 
represents

Vocabulary Words



● sacred- holy; something 
used in the worship of God 
or gods

Vocabulary Words



What are the important 
aspects of Hinduism?

Focus Question
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Comprehension
Question

What two rivers flow down 
from the Himalayan 

Mountains? 



Himalayas

Ancient 
India

In
dus R

iver

Mohenjo-daro

Ganges River





Comprehension
Question

What name is given to the 
followers of Hinduism?



Comprehension
Question

Which of the two rivers in India 
do Hindus believe is sacred? 



Comprehension
Question

Why is the Ganges River 
sacred to Hindus?



Comprehension
Question

Hindus believe in many gods. 
What do they all represent or 

stand for together?



Comprehension
Question

What are the holy texts, or books,
in Hinduism called?





Think, Share, 
Pair

What are the holy texts, or books, in 
Hinduism called?

To Table of Contents



Word Work
“Each of these gods and 
goddesses [in Hinduism] 
represents, or stands for, 

something Hindus call Brahman.”



Word Work
Represents- stands for or symbolizes.





Word Work
Each of the fifty stars on 
the U.S. flag represents 
a state.



Word Work
Do you know of anything that represents or stands for 
something else? Try to use the word represents when you 
tell about it. 

Share:

 “_ represents _.”

To Table of Contents





Many

Hindus

The Ganges 
River

Rigveda

Shiva,
Brahma,
Vishnu



Multiple Meaning Word 
Club

1. a heavy wooden stick
2. a group of people who meet to participate in 

an activity
3. a playing card that is marked with a black 

shape that looks like three round leaves 

To Table of Contents



Multiple Meaning Word 
Club

            1.

To Table of Contents



Lesson 4
The Tiger, the Brahman, 

and the Jackal
Video Lesson Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_H3ruix6I1k&list=PLm_xeUJV-0tRRaweVFeCu6lQz_3KKr8Tv&index=4






● contrary- the opposite of 
what was said or done 
earlier 

Vocabulary Words



● devour- to eat very quickly; 
to gobble up

Vocabulary Words



● distracted- unable to focus or 
concentrate on something

Vocabulary Words



● pious- religious

Vocabulary Words



● unjust- not right or fair

Vocabulary Words



Who is the trickster in this story and 
how he tricks others?

Focus Question

To Table of Contents
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Comprehension
Question

 Do the buffalo, the tree, and the 
jackal think the tiger’s decision to eat 

the Braham is just or unjust? 



Comprehension
Question

Why do the buffalo and tree think it 
would be just, or fair, for the tiger to 

eat the Brahman?



Comprehension
Question

Who was the trickster in this tale, 
and who did the trickster fool? 



Comprehension
Question

Is this trickster tale fiction or 
nonfiction?



Comprehension
Question

In what country is this trickster tale 
set?

How do you know?



Think, Pair, Share
Think of a question you can ask your 
neighbor about the read-aloud that 

starts with the word who. 

To Table of Contents



Word Work
“Isn’t it unjust to eat me
when I have done you a 
good turn by letting you 

out of the cage?”



● unjust- not right or fair

Word Work







Word Work
Ben thought it was 

unjust that his sister got
to go to the movies and 

he didn’t.



Word Work
Share:

“I thought it was unjust 
when _. ”



Word Parts
Prefix un-  mean not

● cooked/uncooked
● harmed/unharmed
● happy/unhappy
● remarkable/unremarkable
● changed/unchanged

To Table of Contents



Check answers on next slide. 



To Table of Contents



Lesson 5
The Blind Men and 

the Elephant
Video Lesson Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oYbz4e0i_CY&list=PLm_xeUJV-0tRRaweVFeCu6lQz_3KKr8Tv&index=5




● bawl- to cry out loudly

Vocabulary Words



● grope- to search or reach 
for something blindly or 
uncertainly 

Vocabulary Words



● marvel- something that 
makes you feel wonder, 
surprise, or admiration

Vocabulary Words



● observation- the act of 
paying close attention to 
or studying something

Vocabulary Words



● resembles- looks like or is 
similar to something

Vocabulary Words



How do each of the men in the story 
describe the elephant?

Focus Question

To Table of Contents
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Comprehension
Question

This story is told in the form of a poem that 
contains a series of words that rhyme. In what 
way do the rhyming words add to the meaning 

of this poem?



Comprehension
Question

1. Were your predictions about the way the 
six men would describe the elephant 

correct? 

1. How were the six mens’ descriptions 
different from yours?

To Table of Contents



Word Work
“Even the blindest man can tell what
this resembles most; 
deny the fact who can, 
this marvel of an elephant is 
very like a fan.”



Word Work
resembles- to look like someone or something.





Word Work
Kia resembles her mother 
because she looks like her.



Word Work
Using the word resembles,
tell me about two people or
things that resemble one 
another. 



Word Work
I am going to list three objects. Only two of the objects will be 
like one another, or resemble one another. 

Ex. Cat, horse, kitten     “A kitten resembles a cat.”
“A ____ resembles a ____.”
● A puppy, a dog, a fish         
● A girl, her sister, an ice cream cone
● A pony, a lion, a horse
● A computer screen, a television, a radio

To Table of Contents





SYNTACTIC AWARENESS

Brain Pop Jr. 
Verb Tenses & Irregular Verbs

https://jr.brainpop.com/readingandwriting/word/tenses/
https://jr.brainpop.com/readingandwriting/word/tenses/


Regular and Irregular Past 
Tense Verbs

There are two sentences below that relate to the poem. One sentence will 
refer to something that is happening now, and the other sentence refers to 
something that has already happened.

● The blind men approach the elephant.
● The blind men approached the elephant.



Review Game
I will say something that is happening now, and you should tell me how to 
say it already happened yesterday.
Ex. Today, we smile. (Yesterday, we smiled.)

● Today, we smell flowers.
● Today, we clap our hands.
● Today, we sneeze loudly.
● Today, we call grandma.
● Today, we hop on one foot.
● Today, we reach to the sky.
● Today, we jump rope.



Irregular Verbs
I will say something that is happening now, and you will rephrase the 
statements to show the action already happened yesterday.
Ex. Today, we ran a race. (Yesterday, we ran a race.)

● Today, we eat apples.
● Today, we go to the auditorium.
● Today, we do work.
● Today, we tell stories.
● Today, we make decorations.
● Today, we take one cookie
● Today, we sit down.

To Table of Contents



Lesson 6

Diwali
Video Lesson Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CDtQ3-Q76a8&list=PLm_xeUJV-0tRRaweVFeCu6lQz_3KKr8Tv&index=6


archer- someone who shoots
with a bow and arrow

Vocabulary Words



● custom- something a 
person or group does 
regularly or over a 
period of time

Vocabulary Words



● Diwali- a Hindu festival celebrated 
in October or November each year, 
that involves the lighting of many 
lamps and candles

Vocabulary Words



● prosperity- success; good 
fortune

Vocabulary Words



What are the important 
aspects of Hinduism?

Focus Question

To Table of Contents
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Comprehension
Question

● What is the name of an important 
holiday in Hinduism?

●  How long does the holiday last?



Comprehension
Question

● What do people do during Diwali?

● Why is this holiday called Diwali, 
or “Festival of Lights”? 



Comprehension
Question

What do the lights during Diwali 
symbolize? 



Comprehension
Question

You heard that Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth 
and prosperity, is welcomed into the homes of 
Hindus during Diwali. Why do you think this 

particular goddess is welcomed?



Comprehension
Question

Why is it important for people celebrating 
Diwali to clean their homes, light candles, 

decorate their cars, homes, and businesses 
with flowers, and spend the five days with 

family and friends? 

To Table of Contents



Word Work
“Every year thereafter Hindus in Ayodhya 
repeated the custom of lighting lamps, honoring
the strength and goodness of Rama.”



● custom- something a 
person or group does 
regularly or over a 
period of time

Word Work





Word Work
It was Meliza’s custom to eat 
apples with salt.



Word Work
Do you have a custom here at 
school? Tell about it using 
the word custom in a 
sentence.

To Table of Contents



Writing
The 4 steps of the writing process: planning, 

drafting, editing and revising, and publishing

Today we are going to draft and revise a description of the 
image we saw during our read aloud about Diwali.





To Table of Contents



Brainpop Video on Diwali

Diwali

To Table of Contents

https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/culture/diwali/


Lesson 7

Buddhism
Video Lesson Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XlBNmKHR8ms&list=PLm_xeUJV-0tRRaweVFeCu6lQz_3KKr8Tv&index=7


● Buddhism- an important world 
religion that honors Buddha 
and his teachings

Vocabulary Words



● conquer- to overcome 
something by mental or 
physical force

Vocabulary Words



● suffering- misery or pain 

Vocabulary Words



● venture- to do something 
despite a possible danger 
or risk

Vocabulary Words



What are some important facts 
about Buddhism?

Focus Question

















Comprehension
Question

What component, or part, of a 
civilization did you hear about today?



Comprehension
Question

How was Siddhartha’s early life 
different from what he saw when he 

ventured out into the world? 



Comprehension
Question

● How did Siddhartha’s experience seeing suffering 
in the world lead to the creation of Buddhism? 

● What did Siddhartha become known as after he 
achieved enlightenment, a new and deeper 

understanding of life?



Comprehension
Question

What are the Four Noble Truths?



Comprehension
Question

Asoka was a great ruler who helped 
spread Buddhism across Asia. How 

did he do this?



Word Work
“[Siddhartha] was forever asking his 
teachers how to conquer suffering 
and achieve happiness on Earth.”



Word Work
conquer- to overcome something

 by mental or physical force





Word Work
● Jimmy was able to conquer his fear of dogs 

after his mother took him with her to 
volunteer at the animal shelter; he saw that 
all of the dogs there were gentle and sweet.

● Do you have any fears that you would like to 
conquer? 









Buddhists

None

Siddartha 
Guatama (the

Buddha)

Stupa/the 
Great Stupa 

of Sanchi

The teaching of 
the Buddha, the 

Four Noble 
Truths



X

X

XX

X



Multiple Meaning Word 
Train

1. to practice skills

1. a group of vehicles that travel on tracks and 
that are connected to one another

To Table of Contents



To Table of Contents

Multiple Meaning Word

Train
Train 



Pausing Point 
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Lesson 8

The Yellow and the 
Yangtze Rivers

Video Lesson Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tbNC3AtIVUg&list=PLm_xeUJV-0tRRaweVFeCu6lQz_3KKr8Tv&index=8




Himalayas

Ancient 
India

In
dus R

iver

Mohenjo-daro

Ganges River

Yellow River

Yangtze River



● plateaus- high, wide, flat ground

Vocabulary Words



● silt- a mixture of soil, sand, and 
clay

Vocabulary Words



● sorrow- deep suffering or pain 
that comes from a loss

Vocabulary Words



● Yangtze River- the longest river 
in China

Vocabulary Words



● Yellow River- a river that flows 
through China’s 
northeastern 
lands

Vocabulary Words



Why are the Yellow and Yangtze rivers 
were so important in ancient China? 

Focus Question

To Table of Contents
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Comprehension
Question

● In which country are the Yellow 
and Yangtze Rivers located?

● On which continent?



Comprehension
Question

What makes the Yellow River yellow?



Comprehension
Question

Why have the Chinese nicknamed 
the Yellow River “Mother River” and 

“China’s Great Sorrow”?



Comprehension
Question

Why do the Chinese sometimes call 
the Yangtze River Valley China’s 

Rice Bowl? 



Comprehension
Question

What special jobs do you think 
people might have had along the 

Yellow and Yangtze Rivers? 



Comprehension
Question

What are some of the inventions the 
Chinese developed in order to make 

farming easier?

To Table of Contents



Word Work
sorrow- pain or suffering caused by a loss

● Alex felt deep sorrow when his little kitten was missing for
three days.

● How can someone express sorrow? 



I am going to read several situations in which 
someone is expressing sorrow. Share how you

might help the person experiencing sorrow.

● Lucy’s little brother, who is learning to walk, stumbles 
and falls and starts to cry.

● Your best friend lost her favorite toy in the park.
● There is a new student in your class who just moved to the

area and is missing his old friends.

To Table of Contents













Himalayas

Ancient 
India

In
dus R

iver

Mohenjo-daro

Ganges River

Yellow River

Yangtze River

Bayankala



Take
Home

To Table of Contents



Lesson 9

Paper, Writing, and 
Calligraphy
Video Lesson Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k5L2kzxZBaE&list=PLm_xeUJV-0tRRaweVFeCu6lQz_3KKr8Tv&index=9


● What key components of a 
civilization does this show?



● What does this image show?

● Does anyone use this writing 
system today?



● character- a symbol or picture 
used in a system of writing

Vocabulary Words



● durable- something that is 
strong and made to last for 
a very long time 

Vocabulary Words



● remarkable- uncommon 
or extraordinary

Vocabulary Words



What contributions did the people of 
ancient China make to writing?

Focus Question

To Table of Contents
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Comprehension
Question

Looking at image 
9A-4, what do you 
see in the image?



Comprehension
Question

In what way is the ancient Chinese written 
language different from the written languages 

of ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia? 



Comprehension
Question

Are there fewer characters in the Chinese 
writing system than letters in our writing 

system, or does Chinese have more 
characters? 



Comprehension
Question

What writing surface did the 
Chinese invent?



Comprehension
Question

How did the Chinese develop the 
right kind of paper for writing?



Comprehension
Question

What Chinese invention was 
developed to increase the number 

of book copies? 



Comprehension
Question

Why do you think it was so important to 
the ancient Chinese to have paper for 

writing and block printing to make 
copies of writing? 



Comprehension
Question

Why is writing so important to a 
civilization? 

To Table of Contents



Word Work
“The softer, more 

durable paper meant 
that books were easier to 

make.”





● durable- something that is 
strong and made to last for 
a very long time 

Word Work



Word Work
● The little pig who built his home out of bricks 

used more durable materials than his 
brothers.

●  Have you ever wanted something to be more 
durable or to make something that would last 
a long time? 



Synonyms and Antonyms
Brain Pop Jr. 

Synonyms and Antonyms

https://jr.brainpop.com/readingandwriting/word/synonymsandantonyms/
https://jr.brainpop.com/readingandwriting/word/synonymsandantonyms/


Antonyms
Durable vs. Fragile

● A glass ornament hanging on a tree
● A cement dam built to hold water
● A soap bubble floating in the sky
● A library building made of stone
● The wing of a butterfly
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Lesson 10
The Magic 
Paintbrush
Video Lesson Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4lxIWpDS90&list=PLm_xeUJV-0tRRaweVFeCu6lQz_3KKr8Tv&index=10




● cork- a stopper made out of 
the bark of a cork oak tree

Vocabulary Words



● praise- congratulations
or compliments on a 
job well done

Vocabulary Words



● regret- to feel sorry about

Vocabulary Words



● scowl- a look of anger or 
disapproval

Vocabulary Words



 How is the paintbrush magical?

Focus Question
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Comprehension
Question

Is this folktale fiction or nonfiction and 
how do you know? 



Comprehension
Question

Name and describe the two main 
characters in ”The Magic Paintbrush.” 



Comprehension
Question

In order, what important things 
happened in this story? 



Comprehension
Question

At the beginning of the story, what does 
Ma Liang want to do and why can’t he do

it? 



Comprehension
Question

Before Ma Liang gets the magic 
paintbrush, how does he make art? 



Comprehension
Question

How does Ma Liang eventually get a 
paintbrush and what makes it magical?



Comprehension
Question

What does Ma Liang do when the 
emperor tells him to paint things?



Comprehension
Question

After the emperor is stranded on the 
island, what does Ma Liang do? 



Think, Pair, Share
 Was Ma Liang justified in putting the emperor 
and his officials on an island? Was it fair or just 

for him to do that? Why or why not? 
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Word Work
“Ma Liang enjoyed hearing the 

people’s praise, but still he 
thought, ‘If only I had a 

paintbrush!’”

To Table of Contents



● praise- congratulations
or compliments on a 
job well done

Word Work



To Table of Contents



Word Work
● Giuliana received much praise 

for the story she wrote in 
school.

●  Using the word praise, tell of a 
time when you have ever given 
or received praise.

To Table of Contents
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Lesson 11

The Importance of Silk

Video Lesson Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2AdkCZ1lOE&list=PLm_xeUJV-0tRRaweVFeCu6lQz_3KKr8Tv&index=11




● Who does this picture show?

● What religion did he start that 
spread to China?



● What two rivers were 
important to the development 
of ancient Chinese 
civilization?



● Which writing system are 
these characters a part of?

● Do people still use the 
Chinese writing system 
today?



● What surface did the Chinese 
create that was used for 
writing?



● What tool did the Chinese 
invent to make book painting 
easier?

● Before blocking printing, how 
did the Chinese make copies 
of books?
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● barriers- obstacles 
that block something 
or someone’s way

Vocabulary Words



● emerge- to come out 
or rise into view

Vocabulary Words



● plunged- to have fallen 
quickly or have been 
pushed with force

Vocabulary Words



● trade- the process of buying, 
selling, or exchanging goods

Vocabulary Words



Block printing, calligraphy, and paper were 
all developed in early Chinese history. 

Listen carefully to find out about another 
contribution from ancient China.

Focus Question
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Comprehension
Question

Why were the Silk Roads so important 
to people from different lands?



Comprehension
Question

Why were trade routes from Europe to 
China called The Silk Roads? 



Comprehension
Question

How is silk made?



Think, Pair, Share
Silk was worth a lot of money and could be 
traded for many different things. Why do 

you think the Chinese kept silk production 
a secret for so many years? 
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“If these white, puffy 
balls were allowed to 
develop, what do you 
suppose would 
emerge?”

Word Work



● emerge- to come out 
or rise into view

Word Work





“Then the cocoons were 
plunged into hot water to
loosen the thread.”

Word Work





● plunged- to have fallen 
quickly or have been 
pushed with force

Word Work



● Dolphins emerge from below the water for air. After they 
performed their flips, the dolphins plunged back into the 
water

●  Have you ever witnessed an insect or animal emerge 
from a hole, a cocoon, or an egg?  Use the word emerge to 
tell about it.

● Have you ever seen something plunged into a liquid or 
other material?  Try to use the word plunged when telling 
about it. 
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Activity 
Page 11.1



Silkworms eating mulberry leaves
These are silkworms and they 
come from silkworm eggs. 

● What do you do with 
silkworm eggs first to make 
silk?

● What should you do with 
the caterpillars that hatch 
from the eggs?



Silk cocoons in a basket
● What do you do next with 

the cocoons?



Cocoons in hot water
● What is the last step in the 

process shown in this 
image?



Cocoons in hot water
Now that you have brainstormed 
the progress of getting silk 
thread from silkworms, we  will 
write about it as a class.
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Lesson 12

China’s Great Wall
Video Lesson Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bP01_cVn8jg&list=PLm_xeUJV-0tRRaweVFeCu6lQz_3KKr8Tv&index=12






● defense- the act of 
providing protection or 
guarding against an attack 

Vocabulary Words



● intervals- spaces 
between two or more 
objects or moments in 
time

Vocabulary Words



● span- to extend across an 
amount of space or a period of 
time

Vocabulary Words



● transport- to carry or move 
from one place to another

Vocabulary Words



 What is a Chinese contribution that began 
as a useful tool for the Chinese but is now a 

wonder of the world?

Focus Question
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Comprehension
Question

What contribution did you hear about 
in today’s read-aloud?



Comprehension
Question

What contribution did you hear about 
in today’s read-aloud?



Comprehension
Question

What contribution did you hear about 
in today’s read-aloud?



Comprehension
Question

Describe what the Great Wall looks like



Comprehension
Question

Why was the Great Wall of China first 
built?



Comprehension
Question

Did the Great Wall of China always 
provide a defense for its people in the 

northern part of China?



Comprehension
Question

Who helped to build the Great Wall of 
China?



Comprehension
Question

Why did the Chinese build watchtowers
at intervals on the Great Wall?



Comprehension
Question

Is the Great Wall of China still 
important today?  How?



Comprehension
Question

Why is writing so important to a 
civilization? 
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Word Work
 “Soldiers who were camped in tents also 
watched for signals, ready to come to the 

defense of the wall . ”



Word Work
 “Soldiers who were camped in tents also 
watched for signals, ready to come to the 

defense of the wall . ”







Word Work
● Washing your hands before 

you eat is a good defense 
against germs.

●  Can you think of something 
that makes a good defense? 



I am going to read several sentences. If the sentence I read describes 
something that can be used as a defense, say “a defense.” If the 

sentence I read does not, say “not a defense.”

● Jett used some bug spray on his arms and legs before going out to 
play. Bug spray is _________.

● Nadia washed her hands very well with soap and water before eating 
dinner. Soap is _________.

● Brian applied only water on his skin when he went outside to play in 
the afternoon sunshine. Water is ____________.

● Julie’s mother always made sure that in the car she and her sister 
wore their seat belts for safety. Their seatbelts are __________.

● Liz covered her mouth with a tissue when she sneezed so that her 
germs wouldn’t get on anyone else. Her tissue is ________.

To Table of Contents



Sayings and Phrases
“Easier said than done”
• run five miles 
• read a three hundred page book 
• pick up a piece of trash from the floor 
• stop your friends from arguing 
• turn off a light switch 
• training a dog to make your bed



To Table of Contents

Activity Page 12.1



The Great Wall of China
Brainpop The Great Wall of China

To Table of Contents
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Lesson 13

Confucius
Video Lesson Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TQ84QPfGSRs&list=PLm_xeUJV-0tRRaweVFeCu6lQz_3KKr8Tv&index=13


Leader





● eager- to have great 
interest in something 
or really want to do 
something

Vocabulary Words



● example- someone or 
something that serves as 
a model to be copied or 
followed

Vocabulary Words



● sages- people known for their 
wisdom and judgment

Vocabulary Words



Who is another influential or 
important person from Asia?

Focus Question















Comprehension
Question

What influential person did you hear 
about today and what country was he 

from? 



Comprehension
Question

How did Confucius want to change 
China to become a better place?



Comprehension
Question

What kind of place was China when 
Confucius was a child?



Comprehension
Question

Confucius wanted China to be a place where 
people could live in peace without wars and 
conflict. Where did Confucius believe that 

changes for a better world should begin?



Comprehension
Question

What were Confucius’ teachings?



Comprehension
Question

Why was education so important to 
Confucius? That is, why did he decide to 

spend his life teaching others?



Comprehension
Question

Did Confucius believe that education 
only happened in schools?



Comprehension
Question

How did Confucius believe people 
should live their lives?



Comprehension
Question

How did followers of Confucius 
continue his work after he died? 



Comprehension
Question

What contribution did you hear about 
in today’s read-aloud?



Comprehension
Question

What are some things that you have 
learned by example? 



Word Work
“Although the Chinese leaders refused to listen 

to him, other people were eager to hear what 
Confucius had to say.”



● eager- to have great 
interest in something 
or really want to do 
something

Word Work





Word Work
● Stacy was eager to open her 

presents during her birthday 
party. 

●  Has there ever been a time when
you were eager to do something?
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Sayings and Phrases

“Practice what you preach”



Lesson 14

Chinese New Year
Video Lesson Link

https://jr.brainpop.com/readingand
writing/word/synonymsandantonym
s/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HocHf_jmtUg&list=PLm_xeUJV-0tRRaweVFeCu6lQz_3KKr8Tv&index=14


● adhering- following or holding 
onto

Vocabulary Words



● banished- sent or driven away 

Vocabulary Words



● grudges- bad feelings 
held against one or more 
people who have done 
something wrong to you 

Vocabulary Words



● prosperous- having good 
fortune or success

Vocabulary Words



What can you learn about the Chinese 
New Year?

Focus Question
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Comprehension
Question

How do people prepare for the Chinese 
New Year? 



Comprehension
Question

What do people celebrate and hope for 
during Chinese New Year celebrations?



Comprehension
Question

What symbols of good luck are 
displayed during the Chinese New Year?



Comprehension
Question

When do the Chinese usually celebrate 
their birthdays?



Think, Pair, Share
What activities did you hear about that 

are parts of the Chinese New Year 
celebration?
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Word Work
“The main focus of the two weeks of Chinese 

New Year celebrations is to prepare for a 
prosperous year ahead.”



● prosperous- having good 
fortune or success

Word Work





Word Work
● Juan’s new construction 

business had a prosperous first
year. 

● . Have you ever had a 
prosperous year, week, or day?



Word Work
Suffix    -ous  means full of

• joyous (full of joy) 
• poisonous (full of poison) 
• spacious (full of space) 
• adventurous (full of adventure) 
• famous (full of fame)
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Traditions
● Traditions are things that have been done for a  long 

period of time by a group of people.

● One of our family’s favorite traditions is to watch the 
fireworks on the fourth of July.

● Do you have any family traditions?

To Table of Contents



Which is it?



Lunar New Year
Brainpop

Lunar New Year

To Table of Contents
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●

Domain Review



● fertile- rich in the materials or nutrients needed to produce many strong, healthy crops
● Indus River- the river at the center of the first civilization in early India 
● irrigation canals- ditches cut into the ground to send water where needed
● recede- to draw back or move away from a certain point
● source- the start or cause of something
● Hinduism- a religion that began in India and is the third-largest religion in the world 

Vocabulary 
Review



● represents- stands for; represents
● sacred- holy; something used in the worship of God or gods
● pious- religious
● unjust- not right or fair
● custom- something a person or group does regularly or over a period of time
● Diwali- a Hindu festival celebrated in October or November each year, that involves the lighting of many lamps 

and candles

Vocabulary 
Review



● Buddhism- an important world religion that honors Buddha and his teachings
● conquer- to overcome something by mental or physical force
● silt- a mixture of soil, sand, and clay
● durable- something that is strong and made to last for a very long time
● defense- the act of providing protection or guarding against an attack 
● eager- to have great interest in something or really want to do something
● prosperous- having good fortune or success

Vocabulary 
Review



● resembles- looks like or is similar to something
● sorrow- deep suffering or pain that comes from a loss
● praise- congratulations or compliments on a job well done
● emerge- to come out or rise into view
● plunged- to have fallen quickly or have been pushed with force

Vocabulary 
Review
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Activity #1
Vocabulary Brainstorm

Think of everything that comes to mind when you 
hear the word contributions.. I will record your 
responses.

Other options:Yellow River, Chinese New Year, silk, 
paper, silk, Great Wall, or Confucius



Activity #2
Riddles for Core Content

Who am I?
1. I am the longest river in China and the land around me is good for growing rice.

What am I? 
2. My waters are yellow and often overflow their banks. What am I? 
3. I am a fictional story about beggar Ma Liang who wanted to paint, but did not 

have a paintbrush. What am I? 
4. I am a Chinese contribution that you can write on, and I was created by a man 

named Cai Lun. What am I? 
5.  am a light, strong fabric made from silkworm cocoons. What am I? 



Activity #3
Class Book: Early Chinese Civilization

1. Tell the class  that they are going to make a class book to help them 
remember what they have learned in this domain. 

2. Have students brainstorm important information about the Yellow and 
the Yangtze Rivers, Chinese contributions, the Great Wall, Confucius, and 
the Chinese New Year. 

3.  Have each student choose one idea to illustrate, and ask him or her to 
write a caption for the picture. 

4. Bind the pages to make a book to put in the class library for students to 
read again and again.
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