
Discussion Questions

In groups prepare answers to the following six questions. Cite textual evidence to support your opinions 
for each question. Also, write one open-ended question as a group to bring to the discussion. 

1. In the 1960’s in Tulsa there were Greasers and Socs. Does your school have similar social groups? 
What are they called today? How are they similar?  How are they different?

2. Cherry loved Bob and helped Ponyboy’s group. What do you think of her? Why?  Would you do the 
same thing? Why or why not?

3. Darry was raising Ponyboy and Sodapop because their parents were dead. Do you think this is right? 
Would the boys have been better off in foster care? Why or why not?

4. Should Johnny be punished for Bob’s death when it was self-defense?  Why or why not?

5. Were Johnny, Ponyboy and Dallas heroes of the fire incident?  Why or why not?

6. Why doesn’t Johnny want to see his mother in the hospital?  Do you think he should have?  

Original Open-Ended Question:

Discussion Questions

In groups prepare answers to the following six questions. Cite textual evidence to support your opinions 
for each question. Also, write one open-ended question as a group to bring to the discussion. 

1. In the 1960’s in Tulsa there were Greasers and Socs. Does your school have similar social groups? 
What are they called today? How are they similar?  How are they different?

2. Cherry loved Bob and helped Ponyboy’s group. What do you think of her? Why?  Would you do the 
same thing? Why or why not?

3. Darry was raising Ponyboy and Sodapop because their parents were dead. Do you think this is right? 
Would the boys have been better off in foster care? Why or why not?

4. Should Johnny be punished for Bob’s death when it was self-defense?  Why or why not?

5. Were Johnny, Ponyboy and Dallas heroes of the fire incident?  Why or why not?

6. Why doesn’t Johnny want to see his mother in the hospital?  Do you think he should have?  



Original Open-Ended Question:


