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Roald Dahl lived a normal life as a young boy enjoying scrumptious sweets which he loved, but
it wasn’t until a few adults came into the picture to cause trouble and ruin him and his friend’s 
peaceful happiness. In the memoir “Boy: Tales of Childhood” by Roald Dahl he tells his stories of 
being a young boy, and the trouble he and his friends were put through by many different adults in 
their lives. The adults in Dahl’s life such as the Matron, Mrs. Pratchett, and the Headmaster cause 
trouble by yelling at the boys for the pranks that they do, threatening them, or hurting them as a 
punishment.

First, one adult that caused trouble in Roald Dahl’s life was Mr. Coombes when he caned the 
young boys as physical punishment for their innocent prank on Mrs. Pratchett. Dahl states in 
paragraph 14 of the memoir, “Mr Coombes stood back and took up a firm stance with his legs well 
apart. I thought how small Thwaites’s bottom looked and how very tight it was. Mr Coombes had his
eyes focused squarely upon it. He raised the cane high above his shoulder, and as he brought it 
down, it made a loud swishing sound, and then there was a crack like a pistol shot as it struck 
Thwaites’s bottom.” This evidence shows the immense force and power that was put into this cruel 
punishment by Mr. Coombes. Dahl explains how Mr. Coombes got into a firm stance, so clearly he 
was making sure he was standing in a position to hit the boy as hard as he possibly could. This 
kind of harsh punishment is absolutely evil for such small boys, regardless of what they did. Mr. 
Coombes is causing the boys unnecessary trouble and burdens by doing this. 



Hints for Elaboration



Conclusion Paragraph 

● Transitional Phrase- To conclude, In conclusion, Finally, Ultimately….
●

● Restate your thesis statement- The boys/adults caused more trouble when 
_____, _______, and _______. 

● Show how this matters/leave a lasting impression- “It is unfortunate that 
Roald Dahl had to experience what he did, but it is because of his history 

that he was able to create such incredible characters in his novel!”


