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Save the Date 

December 
 
 
1  Speech/Drama @ Shelby  1:30/3/4:30 
         HS Basketball vs. Valier 1:30/3/4:30 
3  DLT Meeting @ Ft. Shaw 
  Simms Holiday Concert 6:30p 
  OPI Literacy Visit 
4  Winter Activities Photos @ SHS 
6 SHS Showdown Safety Assembly 12/12:30p 
 FSE Showdown Safety Assembly  1:30p 
 HS Wrestling @ Malta 
7-8 HS Wrestling @ Glasgow 
  Boys 5th & 6th Basketball Tournament @GFCC Gym TBA 
  HS Basketball Tournament @ Ft. Benton TBA 
8  Speech /Drama @ Townsend   
11  School Board Meeting 7p 
13  HS Basketball @ Heart Butte 3/4:30/6/7:30p 
  Speech/Drama Night 6:30p 
  HS Wrestling @ Ft. Benton TBA 
14  K-12 Ski Day @ Showdown 
14-15 HS Wrestling @ CMR/GFHS TBA 
15  HS Basketball @ Sunburst 12/1:30/3/4:30p 
  Speech/Drama @ Choteau 
18  FSE Christmas Program 2:30p 
  HS Wrestling vs. GFCC 6:30p 
19  6-12 Alice Training  9a 
20  HS Wrestling @ Shelby TBA 
24 -   Christmas Break 
Jan.  1 
 
 
 
  
 
 

January 
2  School Resumes 
3 HS Basketball @ Dutton 1/2:30/4p 
  HS Wrestling @ Choteau 
4  HS Basketball vs. Cascade 3/4:30/6/7:30 
4-5  HS Wrestling @ Cutbank 
5  Speech/Drama @ GFCC 8a 
7  MAP Testing, Start Testing Window 
8  ANG Mobile Event Team 
  School Board Meeting 7p 
10  Wrestling @ Fairfield 5p 
  HS Basketball v Power JV G 4:30p/JV B 6p 
11  HS Basketball @ GFCC 3/4:30/6/7:30 
11-12  Wrestling @ Choteau 
12  HS Basketball vs. Power VG 6p / VB 7:30p 
 Speech/Drama @ Dutton/Power 8a 
17  End Semester 1 
 Wrestling @ Valier 
 HS Basketball vs. Heart Butte 3/4:30/6/7:30p 
18  PIR—Teachers 
 Wrestling @ Fairfield 6p 
19  Divisional Speech/Drama @ Malta 
 HS Basketball vs. Sunburst 12/1:30/3/4:30 
 HS Wrestling @ GFCC 
21-22 BPA Regional Competition @ CMR 
24  HS Wrestling @ Cut Bank 
25  HS Wrestling @ Simms 6:30p 
26  HS Basketball vs. Augusta  3/4:30/6/7:30 
25-26  State  Speech/Drama @ Three Forks 
26  HS Basketball @ Valier 1:30/3/4:30 
31  MS Wrestling Parent Meeting 6p 

 

 

“Protect yourself and those you care about.  Simple, effective, non-lethal self-defense sprays for 
home, work, hospitals, and schools.”      https://reflexprotect.com/ 
 
At the last scheduled school board meeting in October, the 
Board voted that our District would once again invest in the 
safety of our school community with Reflex Protect.  We will 
be the second district in the State to adopt the product and 
policy. I invite you to visit the website provided above and 
educate yourselves on the product, Reflex Protect.  All staff 
members will be trained on Reflex Protect at 1:00 p.m. on 
November 30, 2018.  You can also review the Non-Lethal 
CS Gel policy 1710 on our website at: 
 
https://srvs.k12.mt.us/apps/pagew/index.jsp?uREC_ID= 
356660&type=d&pREC_ID=673783&hideMenu=1  
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at your convenience. 
 
Dave Marzolf 
Superintendent 

 

National Honor Society   
Food Drive 
Blood Drive 

 
Since it is the Season of Giving, we want to give back, and we need your help! The 
Simms Chapter of National Honor Society will be hosting a food drive, as well as a 
blood drive, this December. The 2018 NHS is starting up a Food Pantry in the high 
school for students in need, and we need donations! If you would like to donate food, 
you can bring non-perishables to the high school to drop off. The classes will 
compete to bring the most cans; the class that wins will get to pie their advisor! There 
are other miscellaneous prizes the students can win by bringing in cans, such as 

homework passes, getting to wear a hat for the day, or being first in the lunch lines. So, please bring in food! 
 

The blood drive will be December 20th at Simms High School, starting at 9:30 a.m. and going until 2:30 p.m. Blood 
is always needed, especially with the winter conditions worsening. This is your chance to 
save a life! If you would like to sign up to donate blood, contact the National Honor 
Society advisor, Jordan Hollern, at jhollern@srvs.k12.mt.us with a time you could donate. 
National Honor Society thanks you for all of your support and donations! Happy Holidays! 

 

-Mackenzie Wiegand 
NHS Chapter Vice President   

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.dreamstime.com/tiger-black-white-tattoo-thumb17520630.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dreamstime.com/stock-photo-tiger-black-white-tattoo-image17520630&usg=__V2GfE_IAqs23txiEYhGft9dNgIs=&h=390&w=400&sz=49&hl=en&start=18
mailto:jhollern@srvs.k12.mt.us


 

 

SUN RIVER VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWSLETTER—December/January, 2018-19 SUN RIVER VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWSLETTER—December/January, 2018-19 

~ A Message from the Simms Principal ~ 

Quarter 1 Complete 

Quarter 1 is complete for Simms Middle and High School 

Students. We are moving into the midway point of Quarter 

two, and members of the 2018 Simms Senior class are 

underway with scholarship preparations and class 

projects. Seniors have conducted meetings with their class 

advisers to complete preparations for graduation. As a 

reminder, graduation this year is on Sunday, May 26th, 

1:00 PM. This ceremony will be cohosted with 8th Grade 

Promotion starting at 12:00 PM.  

Student Achievements  

Congratulations to all students that competed in the 

Simms Spelling and Geography Bee School competitions 

this fall. The competition was intense, and we truly have 

bright minded individuals within this schoolhouse. 

 

2018 Simms Spelling Bee (Oct-12th)     

1st PLACE CHAMPION: Hudson Rohrer (7th Grade)  

 2nd Hailey Rasmussen (7th Grade) 

 3rd Josey Hinderager (8th Grade)  

2018 Simms Geography Bee (Nov-15th)  

1st PLACE CHAMPION:  Hudson Rohrer (7th Grade) 

 

Hudson Rohrer will represent Simms at Cascade County 

Spelling Bee this spring of 2019. Go Tigers - Roar On!  

 

Literacy Striving Readers Grant Update! 

-We are making tremendous progress with all students in 

the 6-12. Our teachers have embraced the projects, 

interventions, and core curriculum adopted to help all 

students become successful. Thank you faculty and staff 

for making this experience so special. –Mr. McKinley 

ALL VALLEY PARENTS: 

Thank you for your efforts to get your children to 

school on time each day! If your student needs to 

eat breakfast at school, please make arrangements 

for him/her to arrive before 7:50.  This will allow 

time for eating breakfast and getting to class on 

time. 

Our school day starts at 8:00, and instruction 

begins right away.  Students who are late arrivals 

miss valuable learning. 

Simms Athletic Department 

Congratulations to the Simms Girls Varsity 

Volleyball Teams and Coaches for placing third at 

the State Class C Volleyball Tournament! This 

season was spectacular with undefeated play in 6c 

West Conference, and undefeated Champions in 

District Tournament hosted in Dutton, MT. At the 

Northern C Divisional Tournament, Simms placed 

2nd and qualified for State. At the State All Class 

Tournament, the Lady Tigers finished their season 

at a high level. Congratulations to Coach Pasma, 

Coach Thompson, and all the players that 

contributed to the success of the program.   

Students of the Month (October) 

HS – Madison Wiegand 12th Grade 

MS – Breña Thompson 7th Grade 

Students of the Month (November) 

HS – James Zietzke 11th Grade. 

HS – Orion MacDonald 11th Grade  

MS – Brayson Sanders 8th Grade  
 

Congratulations Simms Students of the Month!
*Students are nominated and voted upon each month by 

SRVS Faculty and Staff.* 

Academic All-State, Fall 2018 
 

In order to receive Academic All-State, students must carry a 3.5 Grade Point Average or higher for one 

quarter during the regular season. Congratulations to all high school students in your academic achievements 

while playing extracurricular activities! Job well done.— Mr. McKinley 

 

   Football      Volleyball 

  Freshmen     Freshman  

  Michael Leach  3.7   Sunny Woodhouse  3.8 

  Blaine Thielman  3.7   Taylee Sawyer 3.7 

      

  Sophomores     Sophomores  

  Samuel Mishler 4.0   Kierah Kriedeman 3.9 

  Grant Helms  3.9   

  Chad Hitchcock 3.6   Juniors 

  Caden Smerker 3.6   Allyson Hitchcock  3.9 

  Lane Hinderager 3.5   Janessa Willekes  3.8 

        Draylen Sawyer  3.7 

 

  Juniors     Seniors    

  Orion MacDonald  3.8   Kelcy Wilcox   3.8 

        Madison Wiegand  3.8 

        Mackenzie Wiegand 3.7 

        Taylor Jones  3.7 

        Madison Bloom 3.6 

Would you like to be involved in shaping a life and seeing the 
success of the children in this community? We have 
opportunities for you at Sun River Valley Schools. You could 
be involved in driving a bus, teaching and encouraging the 
students in the classroom, help prepare and serve meals in 
the kitchen, or do some custodial work to make it a happy 
clean place for the students to learn in. Get your name on 
our substitute list! Please stop by the office and get an 
application to fill out and make a difference in the lives of 
these students. 

Showdown SRVS District Ski Day 

Sign Up: Please pick up a rental yellow card and  

          information from Simms or Fort Shaw Schools 

(Dates to sign up Nov 12 – Dec 6)  

December 14th (Friday) 

Grades (3-12) are invited to attend 

Please make checks payable to Showdown Ski Area 

 

 

 

“Upcoming Events” 

Montana Army National Guard Obstacle Course 

When: January 8th  

For: Grade K – 12  
 

Semester Test Week 6-12 

When: January 14 – 18 (2019) 
 

Simms/Fairfield Prom 

When: Saturday, March 23 (2019)  

Luke McKinley 

6-12 Principal, AD 
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November Student of the Month 

Sara Davidson, Music Teacher 

 

 

The Mudd Wagon Coffee Cart  
Open from 7:15—8:00 a.m. every school morning and at all games.  

Pre-paid punch cards are available for $0.50 off all drinks. 

 

     Latte…$3.50             Mocha…$3.50 

     Steamer…$3.50             Hot Chocolate…$2.00 

         Americano…$2.00 

 

   Brayson Sanders 
 

   8th Grade 
 
 

Favorite Class:            Science 
 
Favorite Activity:           Basketball 
 
Favorite Lunch:            Chicken patty on a bun 
  
Favorite Staff Member:    Mr, Hollern and the lunch ladies 
 
Activities:               Walking, basketball, and playing with my dog 
 
Family:                 Hayden Sanders, Justin Sanders, Julie and Jerry 
     Sanders 
 
Favorite Book:           I Survived   
 
Favorite Music Genre:      Rap 
 
Describe Yourself in 3 Words:  Respectful, Funny, Kind 
 
Special Interest:           Drinking coffee, pencil drawing, sculpting with clay 
 
Favorite Season:            Summer 
 
Accomplishments:                   I cooked dinner once 
 
Academic Goals:                     Complete high school 
 
Future Career Possibilities:     To own a coffee shop 

~ Friends of the Sun River Valley Helping Hands News ~ 

A heartfelt thank you to everyone for donating food items to our annual Food Drive at Fort 

Shaw Elementary. Your kindness and generosity shows up every year at this time and never 

seems to diminish. When students brought in food items, their names were submitted for the 

prize drawings. The winners included: Joey Clum (PK), Brian Boucher (K), Jimmy Fryberger, 

Tanner Willekes, Colin Woodhouse, Colter Anderson (2nd), Bristol Strehle, Oakley Carlisle, 

Ella Fryberger (3rd), and Micah Widmer (4th). Congratulations and enjoy! 
 

Also, the Helping Hands Workshop will open in the Sun River Lions Hall in Simms on 

Monday, November 26th. If you know of any person or family that may need some assistance 

this Holiday Season, please contact Barb Frye at 264-5164 or 406-217-5454. Referrals made after December 8th may be hard to 

fill.  Thank you for your assistance with this matter. 

 

Also, if you would like to help wrap packages or pack food boxes, please contact Barb and let her know you would like to work in 

this capacity. Last and certainly not least, if you would like to purchase and donate clothing items for children, turkeys or hams, the 

Helping Hands organization would greatly appreciate this act of generosity too.   

Simms Music Corner 

Simms Holiday Program:  Monday, December 3, at 6:30 pm 
 

Fort Shaw Holiday Program: Tuesday, December 18, at 2:30 pm 
 

MHSA All-State Choir 

Congratulations to Hunter Winkowitsch for acceptance into the MHSA All State Choir.  This event was held during Teacher’s 

Convention week, October 17th-19th, at the University of Montana in conjunction with the 81st Annual Conference of the 

Montana Music Educators Association. 179 schools (AA-C) submitted applications, 971 students auditioned, and 363 

students were placed. Congratulations to Hunter for his acceptance and participation in this event. 

Honor Band & Honor Choir 

Students auditioned from all Class B and Class C schools from District 6 and District 7 for this event held in Cut Bank on 

November 26th and 27th. Simms had quite a few students who were selected this year. These students rehearsed for two 

days and then performed in a concert with approximately 100 other students. The concert was at Cut Bank High 

School on November 27th at 6:30 p.m.  

Congratulations to: 

Bailey Brooks—Flute 1          Amanda Schmalzried—Soprano 2 

Becca Carroll—Soprano 1          Janessa Willekes—Alto 2 

Megan Brevik—Trumpet 2          Hannah Wilson—Alto 1 

Jessi McKinley—Contrabass Clarinet         Hunter Winkowitsch—Tenor 1 

Dallin Nelson—Trumpet 3           James Zietzke—Bass 1 

Kaylie Okes—Trumpet 3 

 

 

 

Colleen Green 
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Rebecca Boucher, School Counselor 

 
 

 

 
 

ACT/SAT 2018-19 Test Dates 

Many of our current seniors completed their ACT test last April or May, but some 
students choose to take the test again.  The ACT plus writing is free for all Juniors 
when we take it in the Spring here at the school. Please visit their websites for 
more information. All Juniors can take the ACT at school (free of charge) in April 
and make-ups are scheduled in May. 

Here are the test dates and registration deadlines for each: 

 
 ACT: http://www.act.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Scholarships 

Dec. 10, 2018  MSU Presidential Scholarship   up to a full tuition waiver for 4 years 

Dec. 15, 2019  Burger King Scholarship    varies 

Dec. 31, 2018  Gen and Kelly Tanabe Scholarship  1,000 

Dec. 31, 2019  Montana FFA Scholarship   $500 

Jan. 5, 2019  MT Jaycee Foundation Scholarship  $1000 

Jan. 15, 2019  Washington Crossing Scholarship  $1,000-$7,500 

Jan. 18, 2019  MECA Memorial Scholarship   $500 

Jan. 18, 2019  John F Kennedy Profile in Courage  

            Essay Contest    $5,000 

Feb. 1, 2019  Wild Turkey Foundation    varies 

Feb. 1- Mar 28  KFC Scholarship    $2000-$3000 

ALL CONFERENCE 2018 SELECTION 6C WEST 

Elyssa Willekes — 1st Team 

Janessa Willekes — 1st Team 

Maddie Bloom — 1st Team 

Madi Cicon — 2nd Team 

ALL STATE 2018 CLASS C VOLLEYBALL 

1st — Elyssa Willekes 

1st — Janessa Willekes 

1st — Maddie Bloom 

Test Date Registration Deadline Late Registration Deadline 

December 8, 2018 November 2, 2018 November 3-19, 2018 

February 9, 2019 ** January 11, 2019 January 12-18, 2019 

April 13, 2019 March 8, 2019 March 22, 2019 

June 8, 2019 May 3, 2019 May 17, 2019 

July 13, 2019 June 14, 2019 June 21, 2019 

~ A Message from the Fort Shaw Elementary Principal ~ 

The first trimester has been a successful time at Fort Shaw! Students have been hard at 

work diving deep into the learning objectives their teachers set forth. Teachers have 

challenged the students and helped them develop a growth mindset. We want to instill 

perseverance and determination into our students at FSE.   

 
We have created a “makerspace” in our old library area. We call it the Tiger Lounge. Students are able to 
come in twice a week during their recess time to be creative, use critical thinking skills, collaborate with 
others, problem solve, and innovate. They can choose from numerous activities. Students can do things 
like build with Legos and K’nex, play strategy games like chess and Monopoly, and code on the computer. 
Other activities will be developed and added throughout the school year. The kids have really enjoyed 
using the makerspace. I have had such a great turn out each time. If you happen to have any old 
electronics that work or don’t work, such as computers or old stereo equipment that you don’t want to 
have around, we would love to have it in our makerspace. Students would be able to take those apart and 
experiment with them. Please contact the office or drop them off. Thank you!    
 
Students and staff have been practicing fire, lockdown, and evacuation drills. It’s very important that we 
practice these throughout the year so we are prepared for any type of emergency. We practice the routines 
and procedures to ensure our school will be as safe as possible. We also have a new addition to our 
security measures using a secure entrance system. During school hours all the doors are locked. The only 
way to access the building is through the secure entrance system at the front door located by the office. If 
you want to enter, you have to push the button and identify yourself so a staff member can open the door 
for you. We are trying to be prepared for any type of emergency situations and keep FSE a safe 
environment. The new entrance system will aid in doing so. 
 
Our teachers have continued to receive literacy training provided by the Montana Comprehensive 
Literacy Project that our district was awarded. Each month the teachers are observed by an Office of 
Public Instruction liaison and a literacy consultant. They give teachers feedback and suggestions on how 
to improve their instruction. Staff have also attended literacy trainings and can continue to do so on their 
own time once a month. Teachers have spent numerous hours developing their instructional techniques 
and strategies, compiling student data, and implementing new literacy programs and resources. All of this 
will improve instruction and student achievement. I want to thank the staff for all their hard work and 
dedication to the students at FSE! 
 
The District has scheduled a ski trip to Showdown on Friday, December 14th. Third through fifth grade 
students are allowed to go. This is a great opportunity for students to start skiing at an early age and stay 
active during the winter months. 
 
Fort Shaw Elementary is hosting a Christmas Concert on Tuesday, December 18th, @ 2:30 p.m. in the 
FSE Gym. Please come and join us to listen to our elementary students fill everyone with Holiday Spirit! 
 
Our kindergarten through second graders are going to the Fort Shaw Community Center on Thursday, 
December 20th, to go caroling and spread some cheer! What a great thing for those little students to be a 
part of. I want to thank Mrs. Davidson for setting it up and also putting on the concert.   
 
Enjoy your Christmas Vacation from December 21st - January 1st! Happy Holidays from everyone at 
FSE! 

 

Ted Miller 

PK-5 Principal 

 

                                                                                           

http://www.act.org/
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   Orion MacDonald 
   Junior 
 
 

Favorite class:    Art 
  
Favorite activity:    Wrestling 
 
Favorite lunch:    Stromboli 
 
Favorite staff member:   Mr. Hollern 
 
Activities:     A lot 
 
Favorite book:    The Outsider 
 
Describe yourself in 3 words:  Blonde, strong, bearded 
 
Special Interest:    Fishing 
 
Favorite Season:    All seasons 
 
Academic Goals:    All-State, Highest Honor Roll 

 

First of all, I’d like to congratulate Coach Pasma, Coach Taylor, and the 

Simms HS Girls Volleyball team on taking 3rd place in the Class C State 

Volleyball Tournament! What an incredible achievement! Thank you for all 

your dedication and hard work. We are all so proud of you! 

But on a more serious note, I would like to express my sadness for the loss of our beloved 

custodian, Dan Cornell. As you all know, Dan passed away the morning of Oct. 5th, 2018. Not 

only did Dan do a truly magnificent job at keeping our school grounds in tip-top shape, he 

also genuinely cared about the people he worked with. I’ve known Dan for almost as long as I’ve lived in the 

Sun River Valley (close to 20 years), and I never failed to grin when he would laugh! My heart hurts a little 

each time I’m at the high school and I don’t see him. Dan would always grin at me and ask me how life was 

treating me…and no matter how I answered, he would start laughing! I’ve always wondered what it was 

about me that he found so amusing.  Dan’s joy was contagious and his smile and laugh lit up the joy and 

laughter inside those he met… that’s what I will miss most about him.   

The first couple of months here at the beginning of the school year have been extremely busy ones. (Not that  

the following 7 months or so will be any less busy!) We had 11 seniors receive their senior jackets on Senior 

Night/Homecoming. Booster Club also made posters for all of the seniors with their pictures on them and 

embellished them with some bling. The pictures of the senior girls were hung up in the gym and the senior 

boys were hung up outside during their games. The seniors also received locker signs with their pictures with 

them. 

December 1st is the date of our Booster Club Great Christmas Cookie Give-A-Way!! In the past, we have given 

away 70-90 plates of Christmas Cookies. Truth be told, this is my absolute favorite event that we put on! Last 

year we played the Power Pirates. We had a couple of kids in our Tiger Mascot uniforms, and Power also sent 

over their mascot. We gave them all candy to hand out to children in the crowd during the basketball games. 

We also had pictures with Santa! The kids loved it! There was face painting available too! With the help of Mr. 

McKinley, we had games and prizes for different age groups during halftime, and it was a blast! BUT I NEED 

YOUR HELP TO MAKE THIS HAPPEN! I need Christmas cookies, candy, baked goods, etc, by November 

30th, or the morning of December 1st.  So, this is how this works: everyone who comes to the Simms/Valier 

game puts their name in either the “Simms Tigers” stocking, or the “Valier Panther” stocking. We will draw 

names throughout the day and the winners come and pick out their plate of Christmas cookies! If you can 

help, please contact me at 406-899-2386. You can call or text, this seems to be the most reliable way to reach 

me, as I’ve had trouble with Facebook Messenger for whatever reason. 

I want to add something to our Christmas Cookie Give-A-Way this year (drumroll….) I would love to 

encourage our fans to wear their best ugly Christmas sweater! Whoever shows up in their Christmas sweater 

will get their name in a drawing for a prize! But please, no inappropriate or obscene graphics or phrases!  

In the weeks leading up to Christmas Break, Booster Club will be giving away Christmas Stockings. Each 

week, one middle school student and one high school student will be chosen and will receive a stocking full of 

goodies! I will also choose a date for an Ugly Christmas Sweater day at the high school. I will have a drawing 

for everyone who wears a Christmas sweater, and also a prize for the best homemade Christmas sweater! I 

will pick a date and let everyone know! 

Lastly, I have window decals for $8 and phone grips for $3! They would make great stocking stuffers! 

Best of luck to our Speech & Drama, our Wrestling team and our Basketball teams this winter! LET’S GO 

GET’EM, TIGERS!! 

 

Kristy Leach 

Booster Club President       
  

406-899-2386 

~ Booster Club News ~ November  Co-Students  of the Month 

  James Zietzke 
  Junior 
 
  Favorite class:    U.S. History 

  Favorite activity:    Voice Acting 

Favorite lunch:    Spaghetti  

Favorite staff member:   Don't have one 

Activities:     Speech and Drama  

Family:     Zietzkes 

Favorite book:    The Hobbit  

Favorite music genre:   80s Rock and Roll 

Describe yourself in 3 words:  Odd, interesting, alright 

Special interest:    Acting 

Favorite season:    Summer 

Accomplishments:    Participated in a play, taken first place in Speech and 

      Drama 

Academic goals:    Pass high school 

Future career possibilities:  Voice acting, acting, singing 
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