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Programs of Study at DDHS

Automotive                         

Business Management

Computer Information Systems

Construction

Early Childhood Education

Engineering

Health Sciences

Hospitality & Tourism (Culinary)

Metals Manufacturing

Natural Resources

Technical Theater (NEW 2020-2021)
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CTE Coordinator-Liz Bluhm

David Douglas School District is located in East Portland and is home to one of the largest, comprehensive high
schools in the state, David Douglas High School. Our district has always been an advocate of CTE (Career Technical
Education) and believes that hands-on learning provides students of all ages with the academic and technical skills,

knowledge and training to succeed in future careers. David Douglas High School has seen huge growth in the
commitment of the district to CTE Programs -- now bringing the total to 11 Programs of Study. We are also excited to

add 3 CTE teachers and programs to Fir Ridge Campus in the David Douglas School District. 
These investments in CTE programs underscores the district commitment to CTE for all students. 

"For the class of 2018-2019, graduation hit 80 percent, up more than a percentage point over the
previous year. However, those students who took a career and technical education course or

enrolled in a CTE program did even better (88.9 percent and 93.5 percent, respectively)."

Schaffhauser, D.  (2020a). CTE Studies Boost High School Grad Rates in Oregon. The Journal, 1.
https://thejournal.com/Articles/2020/02/20/CTE-Studies-Boost-HS-Grad-Rates-in-Oregon.aspx?

https://thejournal.com/Articles/2020/02/20/CTE-Studies-Boost-HS-Grad-Rates-in-Oregon.aspx?p=1


CDL hasn't slowed down this new program of study! 

Technical Theater has some exciting new technology and even higher

expectations in their inaugural year. Their newest theater production, War of

the Worlds, will be released in January. The entire production is being shot

and edited using green screen technology.  

"Our upper-level students have been hard at work learning how to work with camera angles,
film lighting, and set and prop design for the production, which is being shot entirely

socially distanced and using green screen technology to create the illusion that actors are
on location and in the same spot."

David Rosenbaum, Stagecraft Instructor
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New Program of Study!
Technical Theater-David Rosenbaum
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Example of a student
scene design using new

lighting software purchased
to support learning

in CDL

Program courses: Stagecraft; Intermediate Stagecract; Advanced Stagecraft & Design



100 Things to Do at ACHS

For the Innovation Presentation project this year, students developed

innovations and inventions from conceptualization phase, through the

manufacturing cycle and finally to the pitch, where they shared their

invention or innovation to a panel and asked for the researched amount of

money needed to get their project funded. 
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Metals Manufacturing
Fir Ridge Campus-Michelle Colbert
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Left: Example of an
earbud wrangler

created during a CDL
design challenge

Right: Example of
student innovation

project pitch

"The transition support and the relevant, hands on learning seem to be the most
beneficial and engaging for our students."   
Michelle Colbert, Industrial Arts Instructor

DDHS Instructor: Amanda Burns
Program courses: Design-Make-Create; Computer Design; Metals 1; Metals 2; Metals 3
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100 Things to Do at ACHS

This semester the Engineering students have

been learning about flight and aerodynamics.

To do this in CDL, they've been able to adapt

their lessons to create and use materials that

students have at home. For example, the class

spent time learning how to construct paper

airplanes then compared their at home "flights"

to determine which designs flew further and

why. The ability to keep the hands on projects is

essential to CTE classes and learning. 

When asked what students love the most,

Sebastian says, "Hands on projects, and the

correlation between hands on and science."

"We try to teach soft skills along with Engineering theories. We also try to
develop responsible attributes and problem solving in students."

Sebastian Petreus, Engineering Instructor

Students test out an 
 design in class last year

 

DDHS Architecture and Engineering Instructor: Trisha Fisher



100 Things to Do at ACHS

"Those of us that teach in this program absolutely love what we teach and our students can tell. 
 To work with children (of any age) you have to love what you do. That enthusiasm and passion is

contagious and many of our students have gone on to work in the Early Childhood Education field
because of our classes. Many have also learned some truths about themselves and what they

really want to do. Both of those outcomes are important and can really help our students plan for
their futures, both personally and professionally."

Valoree Hill, Early Childhood Education Instructor 
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Early Childhood Education 
DDHS Valoree Hill
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ECE students teach a science
lesson to preschoolers

DDHS ECE Instructors: Connie Sloan & Raluca Dinca



100 Things to Do at ACHS
There are 69 CTE dual credits offered this year! 

David Douglas partners with Mt. Hood Community College, Portland

Community College, Central Oregon Community College and Eastern

Oregon University to provide dual credit opportunities for CTE students. 

Click here to view the full list of courses at DDHS that offer dual credit.
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DDHS
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I am so proud of our teachers for their continued commitment to providing our
CTE students with dual credit opportunities -- at a time when many schools are

suspending their CTE classes and articulations. Teachers are really thinking
outside the box --  providing students with home kits; new software with hands-on

capabilities; virtual career exploration -- and much more!!
Liz Bluhm, CTE Coordinator

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/13nke4HNJEvW5fKzB5na0eujvYl7GoLiPnx1Oz9Rj-ho/edit?usp=sharing

