Creative Writing
Day 7
March 5, 2013

Bell Ringer: Journal 3 pages daily
Regular--18 pages, College ruled—15 pages
Daily Learning Targets:
I can apply the characteristics of personal expressive
writing to my personal essay, memoir, personal
narrative, or persuasive essay.

I can justify the importance of writing.
Agenda:

Journal—

Media Center for models of writing
The Writing Process, page 1383+

Elements of an essay
http://owl.tulsacc.edu/Handouts/Elements%200f%20an%20essay%20and%20schematic
%?20diagram.pdf

http://www.wwnorton.com/college/english/litweb10/writing/B-elements-of-the-
essay.aspx

Review Characteristics of personal essay
http://www.baylor.edu/content/services/document.php/65654.pdf
http://teacher.scholastic.com/writeit/readpoem.asp?id=634& genre=Memoir&Page=2 &sor

tBy=

http://teacher.scholastic.com/writeit/readpoem.asp?id=2460& genre=Essay&Page=4&sort
By=

Assessment:

Ticket Out—what have you learned today about writing

that you did not know previously?



http://www.baylor.edu/content/services/document.php/65654.pdf
http://teacher.scholastic.com/writeit/readpoem.asp?id=634&genre=Memoir&Page=2&sortBy=
http://teacher.scholastic.com/writeit/readpoem.asp?id=634&genre=Memoir&Page=2&sortBy=
http://teacher.scholastic.com/writeit/readpoem.asp?id=2460&genre=Essay&Page=4&sortBy=
http://teacher.scholastic.com/writeit/readpoem.asp?id=2460&genre=Essay&Page=4&sortBy=

Want To Be Taken Seriously? Become a
Better Writer

February 21, 2013

WANT TO BE
TAKEN SERIOUSLY?

BECOME A BETTER

WRITER.

The number of poorly written emails, resumes and blog posts I come across

each month is both staggering and saddening. Their grammar is awful. There
are dozens of misspellings. Language is much wordier or more complex than
necessary. Some things I read literally make no sense at all to me.

Writing is a lost art, and many professionals don’t realize how essential a job
skill it is. Even if you’re not a writer by trade, every time you click "Publish"
on a blog, "Post" on a LinkedIn update, or "Send" on an email, you are
putting your writing out into the world.

Your writing is a reflection of your thinking. Clear, succinct, convincing
writing will differentiate you as a great thinker and a valuable asset to your
team.

If you want to be thought of as a smart thinker, you must become a
better writer. If you want to be taken seriously by your manager,
colleagues, potential employers, clients and prospects, you must become
a better writer.
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It's not just you who must become a better writer- it’s all of us. I'll be the
first to admit, I too have had to learn to become a better writer. So here are
five ways that I've become a better writer over the last several years:

1) Practice, practice, practice. The old joke comes to mind: A tourist in
New York asked a woman on the street, “How do I get to Carnegie Hall?”
and she replied, “Practice, practice, practice.” The truth is, the best way to
get better at anything is to do it repeatedly. Write a personal blog or begin
that novel you’ve always wanted to write. Offer to write some content for
your company’s marketing team. Write a short, interesting LinkedIn update
each day. The more you write, the better you’ll become at writing. That's
why I write here on LinkedIn every Monday and Thursday, no matter what.
2) Say it out loud. I read all of my articles and books out loud before 1
publish them, and many of my emails out loud as well. It’s great to hear my
writing the way others will “hear” it as they read. Especially since tone in
emails is difficult to convey, it’s valuable to say what you’re writing aloud,
and then consider a quick edit, before you put it out there.

3) Make it more concise. Less is often more, so during my editing process,
I’11 often ask, “How can I say the same thing in fewer words?” People don’t
have time to read a long email, or memo, or article, so out of respect for
your intended audience, practice making your writing short and sweet. I’d
even argue that tweeting has helped me a lot with this, as it obviously limits
you to 140 characters. If you’re not on Twitter yet, this is another reason to
get tweeting.

4) Work on your headlines. A mentor once told me that 50% of your
writing is the headline. So, spend equal time and energy working on your
headline as you do the piece itself. Whether it’s the headline of a blog post
or an inter-office memo, or a subject line for an email to a sales prospect,

your headlines will either grab your reader’s attention, and get them
interested in what you have to say, or not. Lists and questions work very
well as headlines and subject lines. Practice them.

5) Read. Besides practicing writing, the number one way to improve your
writing skills is to read great work. I read at least one book per month, at

least 20 articles per week, and countless tweets, Facebook posts and emails


http://www.linkedin.com/today/post/article/20130207152835-15077789-the-1-thing-every-business-executive-must-understand-about-social-media
http://www.linkedin.com/today/post/article/20130207152835-15077789-the-1-thing-every-business-executive-must-understand-about-social-media
http://www.linkedin.com/today/post/article/20130128162711-15077789-11-simple-concepts-to-become-a-better-leader
http://www.linkedin.com/today/post/article/20130211165231-15077789-9-business-books-that-will-change-your-life

per day. I know we all have limited time, but truly the best way to become a
better writer is to become a better reader.

These are my methods for becoming a better writer. Now, I’d love to hear
from you! Do you agree or disagree with me that all business professionals
can work to become better writers? How important is good writing to you?
And how have you become a better writer over your career? Let me know in
the comments below!
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Dave Kerpen loves writing. You can read more of his writing here on
LinkedIn by clicking the Follow button above. Check out his bestselling
books, Likeable Business and Likeable Social Media, or read more on
his personal blog and Likeable blog.



http://www.amazon.com/Likeable-Business-Consumers-Leaders-Deliver/dp/0071800476
http://likeablebook.com/
http://davekerpen.com/blog
http://likeable.com/blog
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