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Preschool Curriculum Guide 
Introduction: This document is a resource for teachers at the preschool level. It outlines the curriculum for this level, and provides insight as to what, 
how and when to teach each area. It should be utilized as a guide to the teacher, which will then be modified to meet his/her students’ needs.  It aligns 
the New Jersey Preschool Teaching and Learning Standards with the approved Creative Curriculum learning objectives as well as the methods of the 
Reggio Emilia approach to teaching. It guarantees that all areas are introduced during the school year.   
 
A description of the Reggio Emilio approach to teaching: The Reggio Emilia is a philosophy in early childhood education that originated in Italy.  It 
is integrated into the structure of the preschool day and supports the preschool curriculum and state standards.   
There are five best practices that are the focus of the Reggio Emilia philosophy.   
Environment: The environment should be free of clutter and all materials should be visible and accessible to all students.  The environment is seen as 
the third teacher, following the classroom teacher and the student.   
Exchanges: The exchanges that students have with the environment and with others will enhance their learning. Adult exchanges with students have 
three characteristics: intention, meaning and transcendence.  Intention is considered by the adult before engaging with the students to ensure 
conversations are meaningful to the student and relevant to their experiences.   
Conversation: The teacher observes conversations to determine whether or not the students are able to focus, stay on topic, make connections between 
personal experiences and the topic, and communicate fluently with a listener.  Linguistic skills are learned through conversations. 
Evidence: The teacher collects data using anecdotal notes, student work and observations as evidence of learning and assessment to guide future 
lessons, activities and extensions.  The teacher makes student work visible by displaying and describing the activity, linking state standards and scribing 
conversations that took place during the learning activity.   
Language: Language refers to expressive and receptive language between students themselves and with the teacher.  It also refers to the conversations 
between the teacher and a group of students.   Language is the basis for understanding and expressing ideas and all concepts.   
 To cultivate learning, investigatory topics are based on student interest and taught through weeks long studies. These studies investigate the 
topic in all areas of curriculum, ensuring that all types of learners are reached and engaged. Investigations can be as long as a few weeks to several 
months, depending on student interest.  
 Parent involvement is a key element in the Reggio Emilia philosophy. Families are encouraged to be active participants in their child’s learning. 
The school is a welcoming environment for everyone and it is hoped that parents take a role in the school community by volunteering their time and 
talents to the classrooms and students. The relationship between student-school-family is crucial for optimal growth.  
 Overall, the Reggio Emilia approach to learning is an all-encompassing philosophy that encourages independence and a multitude of components, 
all which work together to create the best learning opportunities for students. It allows maximum growth by utilizing the school day efficiently to ensure 
optimal learning and creates active thinkers who are prepared to enter their kindergarten classrooms.  
  
Mapping/Sequence: This document outlines the curriculum according to each of the ten subject areas, which include, Approaches to Learning, English 
Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Family & Life Skills, World Languages, Technology, Social Emotional, Health, Safety & Physical 
Education and Visual & Performing Arts. These areas should all be touched upon throughout each of the preschool years. This document can be utilized as 
a source of information to help teachers plan appropriate lessons and activities to convey the information provided by this document.  
 
Pacing: Each of the ten subject areas should be intertwined into each investigation unit. Length of time is dependent upon student interest and acquiring 
of skills. Because of the student-driven approach of Reggio Emilia, investigations could last as little as 1 week to up to 2 months. If student interest 
deteriorates, then a new interest area should be introduced to begin investigating.  
 
 



 
Title of Unit Creative Curriculum Themes  Grade Level Preschool  

Curriculum Area Visual and Performing Arts   Time Frame Preschool Years - Ages 3-5  
Developed By Laura Pellicano/Allison O’Neill  

Desired Results (Stage 1)
Established Goals 

New Jersey Preschool Teaching and Learning Standards                                                                                Teaching Strategies GOLD® Objectives, Dimensions and Indicators  
Visual and Performing Arts  
1.1: Children express themselves through and develop an appreciation of creative 
movement and dance. 

 

1.1.1 Moe the body in a variety of ways, with and without music.   35. Explores dance and movement concepts.  
1.1.2 Respond to changes in tempo and a variety of musical rhythms through body 
movement.   

35. Explores dance and movement concepts. 

1.1.3 Participate in simple sequences of movements.  35. Explores dance and movement concepts. 
1.1.4 Define and maintain personal space, concentration, and focus during creative 
movement/dance performances.  

35. Explores dance and movement concepts. 

1.1.5 Participate in or observe a variety of dance and movement activities accompanied by 
music and/or props from different cultures and genres. 

35. Explores dance and movement concepts. 

1.1.6 Use movement/dance to convey meaning around a theme or to show feelings. 35. Explores dance and movement concepts. 
1.1.7 Describe feelings and reactions in response to a creative movement/dance 
performance.  

9. Uses language to express thoughts and needs 
9a. Uses an expanding expressive vocabulary 
     6. Describes and tells the use of many familiar items. 
35. Explores dance and movement concepts. 

1.1.8 Begin to demonstrate appropriate audience skills  35. Explores dance and movement concepts. 
1.2: Children express themselves through and develop an appreciation of music. 

1.2.1 Sing a variety of songs with expression, independently and with others 34. Explores musical concepts and expression 
1.2.2 Use a variety of musical instruments to create music alone and/or with others, using 
different beats, tempos, dynamics, and interpretations. 

34. Explores musical concepts and expression 

1.2.3 Clap or sing songs with receptive phrases and rhythmic patterns.  34. Explores musical concepts and expression 
1.2.4 Listen to, imitate, and improvise sounds, patterns, or songs. 34. Explores musical concepts and expression 
1.2.5 Participate in and listen to music from a variety of cultures and times.  34. Explores musical concepts and expression 
1.2.6 Recognize and name a variety of music elements using appropriate music vocabulary. 34. Explores musical concepts and expression 
1.2.7 Describe feelings and reactions in response to diverse musical genres and styles. 9. Uses language to express thoughts and needs 

9a. Uses an expanding expressive vocabulary 
    6. Describes and tells the use of many familiar items 
 
34. Explores musical concepts and expression 

1.2.8 Begin to demonstrate appropriate audience skills during recordings and music 
performances. 

34. Explores musical concepts and expression 

1.3: Children express themselves through and develop an appreciation of 
dramatic play and storytelling.  

 

1.3.1 Play roles observed through life experiences (e.g., mom/dad, baby, firefighter, police 
officer, doctor, mechanic). 

14. Uses symbols and images to represent something not present 
14b. Engages in sociodramatic play 
    4. Acts out familiar or imaginary scenarios; may use props to stand for something else.  

1.3.2 Use memory, imagination, creativity, and language to make up new roles and act them 
out.  

14. Uses symbols and images to represent something not present 
14b. Engages in sociodramatic play 



    6. Interacts with two or more children during pretend play, assigning and/or assuming 
roles and discussing actions; sustains play scenario for up to 10 minutes  

1.3.3 Participates with others in dramatic play, negotiating roles and setting up scenarios 
using costumes and props.  

14. Uses symbols and images to represent something not present  
14b. Engages in sociodramatic play 
    6. Interacts with two or more children during pretend play, assigning and/or assuming 
roles and discussing actions; sustains play scenario for up to 10 minutes 

1.3.4 Differentiate between fantasy/pretend play and real events.  14. Uses symbols and images to represent something not present 
14b. Engages in sociodramatic play 
    4. Acts out familiar or imaginary scenarios; may use props to stand for something else. 

1.3.5 Sustain and extend play during dramatic play interactions (i.e., anticipate what will 
happen). 

14. Uses symbols and images to represent something not present  
14b. Engages in sociodramatic play 
    6. Interacts with two or more children during pretend play, assigning and/or assuming 
roles and discussing actions; sustains play scenario for up to 10 minutes 

1.3.6 Participate in and listen to stories and dramatic performances from a variety of cultures 
and times.  

36. Explores drama through actions and language  

1.3.7 Describe feelings and reactions and make increasingly informed responses to stories 
and dramatic performances. 

9. Uses language to express thoughts and needs 
9a. Uses an expanding expressive vocabulary 
     6. Describes and tells the use of many familiar items 
 
36. Explores drama through actions and language  

1.3.8 Begin to demonstrate appropriate audience skills during storytelling and performances. 26. Explores drama through actions and language  
1.4: Children express themselves through and develop an appreciation of the 
visual arts (e.g., painting, sculpting, and drawing). 

 

1.4.1 Demonstrate the safe and appropriate use and care of art materials and tools.  33. Explores the visual arts 
1.4.2 Create two-and three-dimensional works of art while exploring color, line, shape, form, 
texture, and space.  

33. Explores the visual arts 

1.4.3 Use vocabulary to describe various art forms (e.g., photographs, sculpture), artists 
(e.g., illustrator, sculptor, photographer) and elements in the visual arts.  

33. Explores the visual arts 

1.4.4 Demonstrate a growing ability to represent experiences, thoughts, and ideas through a 
variety of age-appropriate materials and visual art media using memory, observation, and 
imagination.  

14. Uses symbols and images to represent something not present 
14a. Thinks symbolically 
     6. Plans and then uses drawings, constructions, movements and dramatizations to 
represent ideas 
 
33. Explores the visual arts  

1.4.5 Demonstrate planning, persistence, and problem-solving skills while working 
independently, or with others, during the creative process. 

11. Demonstrates positive approaches to learning 
11b. Persists 
     6. Plans and pursues a variety of appropriately challenging tasks 
 
11. Demonstrates positive approaches to learning 
11c. Solves problems 
    6. Solves problems without having to try every possibility 
 

1.4.6 Create more recognizable representations as eye-hand coordination and fine-motor 
skills develop. 

14. Uses symbols and images to represent something not present 
14a. Thinks symbolically 
     7 emerging to 8. Represents objects, places, and ideas with increasingly abstract symbols 
 
33. Explores the visual arts 

1.4.7 Describe feelings and reactions and make increasingly thoughtful observations in 
response to a variety of culturally diverse works of art and objects in the everyday world.  

30. Shows basic understanding of people and how they live 
 
33. Explores the visual arts  

  
 



  Primary Interdisciplinary Connections
 
 
 
 

21st Century Interdisciplinary Themes: 
                  __*_  Fine/Gross Motor Skills           ___*__ Science/Mathematics  
                  ___*__ Literacy                                      ___*__ Social and Emotional Development  

  

Transfer
Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
T1-Children express themselves through and develop an appreciation of creative movement and dance 
T2-Children express themselves through and develop an appreciation of music 
T3-Children express themselves through and develop an appreciation of dramatic play and storytelling 
T4-Children express themselves through and develop an appreciation of the visual arts (e.g., painting, sculpting and drawing) 

Meaning
Understandings Essential Questions

Students will understand that… Students will keep considering… 
U1-The children’s interests will determine the direction of the topic of study 
for creative movement and dance. 
U2-The children’s interests will determine the direction of the topic of study 
for music. 
U3-The children’s interest will determine the direction of the topic of study for 
dramatic play and storytelling 
U4-The children’s interest will determine the direction of the topic of study for 
the visual arts. 

Q1-What can be found in the environment that can be used to express 
themselves through creative movement and dance?  
Q2-What can be found in the environment that can be used to create a 
musical instrument? 
Q3-What can be found in the environment that can be used to recreate a 
familiar scenario or retell a familiar story?  
Q4-What can be found in the environment that can be used to create a 
painting, sculpture or drawing?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acquisition



Knowledge 
Students will know… 

Skills 
Students will be able to… 

K1-that their actions have meaning and value. 
K2-that the music they create has meaning and value.  
K3-that their storytelling and opinions have meaning and value.  
K4-that their visual creations have meaning and value.  

 

S1-Explore dance and movement concepts through language and actions 
S2-Explore music through language and actions.  
S3-Explore drama through language and actions.  
S4-Explore the visual arts through multi-media manipulatives.  
  

Evidence (Stage 2) 
Checks for Alignment Evaluation Criteria 

Performance is judged in terms 
of… 

Assessment Evidence 

All Individual Education Plan 
goals and objectives are 
standards-based.   

Maintain progress toward 
maintenance of IEP goals and 
objectives 
 
 

Transfer Task(s) 
Formative 
Generalize individual goals and objectives around the preschool building. 

 

Summative 

  Other Evidence 
Formative 
-teacher observation 
- anecdotal notes  
- Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) data  
- progress reports 
- report cards  
Summative 

- Showcase portfolios  
- Documentation from long-term investigations  

 



Title of Unit Creative Curriculum Themes  Grade Level Preschool 
Curriculum Area Social/Emotional Development Time Frame 1 Preschool Year – Ages 3-5 

Developed By Allison O’Neill and Laura Pellicano 

Desired Results (Stage 1)
Established Goals 

 
- 

New Jersey Teaching and Learning Standards Teaching Strategies GOLD Objectives, Dimensions and Indicators  
Social/Emotional Development  

0.1: Children demonstrate self-confidence  
0.1.1 Express individuality by making independent decisions about which 

materials to use 
11. Demonstrates positive approaches to learning  

11a. Attends and engages 
6. Sustains work on age-appropriate, interesting tasks; can ignore most 

distractions and interruptions  
 

29. Demonstrates knowledge about self 
0.1.2 Express ideas for activities and initiate discussions 11. Demonstrates positive approaches to learning 

11d. Shows curiosity and motivation 
6. Shows eagerness to learn about a variety of topics and ideas  

0.1.3 Actively engage in activities and interactions with teachers and peers 2. Establishes and sustains positive relationships  
2a. Forms relationships with adults  

8. Engages with trusted adults as a resources and to share mutual 
interests 

 
2. Establishes and sustains positive relationships  

2c. Interacts with peers 
4. Uses successful strategies for entering groups  

0.1.4 Discuss their own actions and efforts 1. Regulates own emotions and behaviors 
1c. Takes care of own needs appropriately 

6. Demonstrates confidence in meeting own needs 
0.2: Children demonstrate self-direction  

0.2.1 Make independent choices and plans from a broad range of diverse 
interest centers 

11. Demonstrates positive approaches to learning 
11d. Shows curiosity and motivations 

6. Shows eagerness to learn about a variety of topics and ideas 
0.2.2 Demonstrate self-help skills (e.g., clean up, pour juice, use soap 

when washing hands, put away belongings) 
1. Regulates own emotions and behaviors 
1c. Takes care of own needs appropriately 

6. Demonstrates confidence in meeting own needs  
0.2.3 Move through classroom routines and activities with minimal teacher 

direction and transition easily from one activity to the next 
1. Regulates own emotions and behaviors 

1b. Follows limits and expectations 



6. Manages classroom rules, routines and transitions with occasional 
reminders  

0.3: Children identify and express feelings   
0.3.1 Recognize and describe a wide range of feelings, including sadness, 

anger, fear and happiness  
2. Establishes and sustains positive relationships 

2b. Responds to emotional cues 
6. Identifies basic emotional reactions of others and their causes 

accurately 
0.3.2 Empathize with feelings of others (e.g, get a blanket for a friend and 

comfort him/her when he/she feels sad) 
2. Establishes and sustains positive relationships 

2b. Responds to emotional cues 
4. Demonstrates concern about the feelings of others 

0.3.3 Channel impulses and negative feelings, such as anger (e.g. taking 
three deep breaths, using calming words, pulling self out of play to go to 

“safe spot” to relax, expressive activities) 

1. Regulates own emotions and behaviors 
1a. Manages feelings 

8. Controls strong emotions in an appropriate manner most of the time 
0.4: Children exhibit positive interactions with other children and 

adults  
 

0.4.1 Engage appropriately with peers and teachers in classroom activities 2. Establishes and sustains positive relationships 
2a. Forms relationships with adults 

8. Engages with trusted adults and resources and to share mutual 
interests  

 
2. Establishes and sustains positive relationships 

2c. Interacts with peers 
6. Initiates, joins in, and sustains positive interactions with a small groups 

of two to three children  
0.4.2 Demonstrates socially acceptable behavior for teachers and peers 
(e.g. give hugs, get a tissue, sit next to a friend/teacher, hold hands) 

2. Establishes and sustains positive relationships 
2a. Forms relationships with adults 

8. Engages with trusted adults and resources and to share mutual 
interests  

 
2. Establishes and sustains positive relationships 

2d. Makes friends 
6. Establishes a special friendship with one other child, but the friendship 
might only last a short while 

0.4.3 Say “thank you,” “please,” and “excuse me”  10. Uses appropriate conversational and other communication skills 
10b. Uses social rules of language 

6. Uses acceptable language and social rules while communicating with 
others; may need reminders 

0.4.4 Respect the rights of others (e.g. “This painting belongs to Carlos.”) 
 

3. Participates cooperatively an constructively in group situations 
3a. Balances needs and rights of self and others 

6. Initiates the sharing of materials in the classroom and outdoors 



0.4.5 Express needs verbally to teacher and peers without being 
aggressive (e.g. “I don’t like it when you call me dummy. Stop!”) 

3. Participates cooperatively an constructively in group situations 
3b. Solves social problems 

6. Suggests solutions to social problems 
 

0.4.6 Demonstrate verbal or nonverbal problem-solving skills without 
being aggressive (e.g. talk about a problem and related feelings about 

negotiate solutions) 

3. Participates cooperatively an constructively in group situations 
3b. Solves social problems 

6. Suggests solutions to social problems 
 

0.5: Children exhibit pro-social behaviors   
0.5.1 Play independently and cooperatively in pairs and small groups 2. Establishes and sustains positive relationships 

2c. Interacts with peers 
6. Initiates, joins in, and sustains positive interactions with a small groups 

of two to three children 
0.5.2 Engage in pretend play 14. Uses symbols and images to represent something not present 

14b. Engages in sociodramatic play 
4. Acts out familiar or imaginary scenarios; may use props to stand for 

something else 
0.5.3 Demonstrate how to enter into play when a group of children are 

already involved in play 
2. Establishes and sustains positive relationships 

2c. Interacts with peers 
4. Uses successful strategies for entering groups 

0.5.4 Take turns 3. Participates cooperatively an constructively in group situations 
3a. Balances needs and rights of self and others 

4. Takes turns 
0.5.5 Demonstrate understanding the concept of sharing by attempting to 

share 
3. Participates cooperatively an constructively in group situations 

3a. Balances needs and rights of self and others 
6. Initiates the sharing of materials in the classroom and outdoors 

 

 
Primary Interdisciplinary Connections

 
 
 
 

21st Century Interdisciplinary Themes: 
                  ___*__ Fine/ Gross Motor Skills          __*___ Science/Mathematics 
                  ___*__ Literacy                                      ___*__ Social/Emotional Development  

  

Transfer



Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
T1 Children demonstrate self-confidence 
T2 Children demonstrate self-direction 
T3 Children identify and express feelings 
T4 Children exhibit positive interactions with other children and adults 
T5 Children exhibit pro-social behaviors 

Meaning
Understandings Essential Questions

Students will understand that… Students will keep considering… 
U1-they can make independent choices about the materials they use 
U2-they can make independent choices about what they are learning about. 
U3-they can express their feelings and these expressions affect their learning. 
U4-that they their relationships with peer and adults affects their learning.  
U5-that their play can be a representation of real-life experiences 
 

Q1-How do I begin a conversation with a new friend?  
Q2-What types of activities am I most interested in?  
Q3-What words can I use to express myself better? 
Q4- How can I be a good friend?  
Q5- How can I play together with a friend?  
 
 
 
 

Acquisition
Knowledge 
Students will know… 

Skills 
Students will be able to… 

K1-how to actively engage in activities and interactions with teachers and 
peers 
K2-how to make independent choices from a broad range of diverse interest 
centers 
K3-how to recognize and describe a wide range of feelings 
K4-how to engage appropriately with peers and teachers  
K5-how to engage in pretend play 

 
 

S1,3,4,5-establish and sustain positive relationships.  
S2-demonstrate positive approaches to leaning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evidence (Stage 2) 
Checks for Alignment Evaluation Criteria 

Performance is judged in terms 
of… 

Assessment Evidence 



All Individual Education Plan 
goals and objectives are 
standards-based 

Maintain progress toward 
maintenance of IEP goals and 
objectives  
 

Transfer Task(s) 
Formative 
Generalize individual goals and objectives around the preschool building  
 

 

Summative 

  Other Evidence 
Formative 
-teacher observation 
-anecdotal notes 
-Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) data 
-progress reports 
-report cards 
Summative 
-Showcase portfolios 
-Documentation from long-term investigations  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Title of Unit Creative Curriculum Themes Grade Level Preschool 
Curriculum Area Health, Safety and Physical Education  Time Frame 1 Preschool Year – Ages 3-5 

Developed By Allison O’Neill and Laura Pellicano 

Desired Results (Stage 1)
Established Goals 

 
- 

New Jersey Preschool Teaching and Learning Standards Teaching Strategies GOLD Objectives, Dimensions and Indicators 
Health, Safety and Physical Education  

2.1: Children develop self-help and personal hygiene skills   
2.1.1 Develop an awareness of healthy habits (e.g. use clean tissues, 

wash hands, handle food hygienically, brush teeth and dress appropriately 
for the weather) 

29. Demonstrates knowledge about self 

2.1.2 Demonstrate emerging self-help skills (e.g. developing independence 
when pouring, serving and using utensils and when dressing and brushing 

teeth) 

1. Regulates own emotions and behaviors 
1c. Takes care of own needs appropriately 

6. Demonstrates confidence in meeting own needs  
 

2.2 Children begin to develop the knowledge and skills necessary 
to make nutritious food choices  

 

2.2.1 Explore foods and food groups (e.g. compare and contrast foods 
representative of various cultures by taste, color, texture, smell and 

shape) 

1. Regulates own emotions and behaviors 
1c. Takes care of own needs appropriately 
8. Takes responsibility for own well –being 

 
29. Demonstrates knowledge about self 

2.2.2 Develop awareness of nutritious food choices (e.g. participate in 
classroom cooking activities, hold conversations with knowledgeable adults 

about daily nutritious meal and snack offerings)  

1. Regulates own emotions and behaviors 
1c. Takes care of own needs appropriately 
8. Takes responsibility for own well –being 

 
29. Demonstrates knowledge about self 

2.3: Children begin to develop and awareness of potential 
hazards in their environment  

 

2.3.1 Use Safe practices indoors and out (e.g. wear bike helmets, walk in 
the classroom, understand how to participate in emergency drills and 

understand why car seats and seat belts are used) 

1. Regulates own emotions and behaviors 
1b. Follows limits and expectations 

5 emerging to 6. Manages classroom rules, routines and transitions with 
occasional reminders 

2.3.2 Develop an awareness of warning symbols and their meaning (e.g. 
red light, stop sign, poison symbol, etc. 

1. Regulates own emotions and behaviors 
1c. Takes care of own needs appropriately 

6. Demonstrates confidence in meeting own needs  
 



 
2.3.3 Identify community helpers who assist in maintaining a safe 

environment 
30. Shows basic understanding of people and how they live 

2.3.4. Know how to dial 911 for help 1. Regulates own emotions and behaviors 
1c. Takes care of own needs appropriately 
8. Takes responsibility for own well –being 

 
30. Shows basic understanding of people and how they live 

2.4: Children develop competence and confidence in activities 
that require gross- and fine-motor skills  

 

2.4.1. Develop and refine gross-motor skills (e.g. hopping, galloping, 
jumping, running and marching) 

4. Demonstrates traveling skills 
8. Coordinates complex movements in play and games 

 
5. Demonstrates balancing skills 

8. Sustains balance during complex movement experiences 
2.4.2. Develop and refine fine-motor skills (e.g. complete gradually more 
complex puzzles, use smaller-sized manipulatives during play and use a 

variety of writing instruments in a conventional matter) 

7. Demonstrates fine-motor strength and coordination 
7a. Uses fingers and hands 

6. Uses refined wrist and finger movements 
 

7. Demonstrates fine-motor strength and coordination 
7b. Uses writing and drawing tools 

5 emerging to 6. Holds drawing and writing tools by using a three-point 
finger grip but may ho ld the instrument too close to one end 

2.4.3. Use objects and props to develop spatial and coordination skills 
(e.g. throw and catch balls and Frisbees, twirl a hula-hoop about the hips, 
walk a balance beam, lace different sized beads and button and unbutton) 

5. Demonstrates balancing skills 
8. Sustains balance during complex movement experiences 

 
6. Demonstrates gross-motor manipulative skills  

8. Manipulatives balls or similar objects with a full range of motion 
 

7. Demonstrate fine-motor strength and coordination  
7a. Uses fingers and hands 

6. Uses refined wrist and finger movements  
 

 
Primary Interdisciplinary Connections

 
  

  
 



 

21st Century Interdisciplinary Themes: 
                  ___⃰__ Fine/ Gross Motor Skills          ___⃰__ Science/Mathematics 
                  ___⃰__ Literacy                                      ___⃰__ Social/Emotional Development  

  

Transfer
Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
T1 Children develop self-help and personal hygiene skills 
T2 Children begin to develop the knowledge and skills necessary to make nutritious food choices 
T3 Children begin to develop an awareness of potential hazards in their environment 
T4 Children develop competence and confidence in activities that require gross- and fine-motor skills 
 

Meaning
Understandings Essential Questions

Students will understand that… Students will keep considering… 
U1 It is their responsibility to care for their body and meet their needs 
throughout the day 
U2 Some foods have more nutritional value than others and can benefit 
their mind and body 
U3 There are hazards within their environment and protective 
measures to be taken 
U4 Their bodies are capable of moving in a variety of ways and can be 
used to accomplish tasks 

U1 What tasks should be done throughout the day to keep me clean 
and meet my needs?  
U2 What foods represent nutritious choices and how can they help me 
grow? 
U3 What represents a danger to me in my environment and how can I 
keep myself safe?  
U4 In what ways can I use my body to meet my needs and accomplish 
tasks?  

Acquisition
Knowledge 
Students will know… 

Skills 
Students will be able to… 

K1 how to demonstrate emerging self-help skills  
K2 how to develop awareness of nutritious food choices 
K3 how to demonstrate safe practices indoors and out 
K4 how to develop and refine gross and fine-motor skills  

 
 

S1 take care of own needs appropriately 
S2 regulate own emotions and behaviors  
S3 regulate own emotions and behaviors  
S4 coordinate complex movements in play and games  



Evidence (Stage 2) 
Checks for Alignment Evaluation Criteria 

Performance is judged in terms 
of… 

Assessment Evidence 

All Individual Education Plan goals 
and objectives are standards-based 

Maintain progress toward maintenance 
of IEP goals and objectives  
 

Transfer Task(s) 
Formative 
Generalize individual goals and objectives around the preschool building  
 

 

Summative 

  Other Evidence 
Formative 
-teacher observation 
-anecdotal notes 
-Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) data 
-progress reports 
-report cards 
Summative 
-Showcase portfolios 
-Documentation from long-term investigations  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Title of Unit Creative Curriculum Themes  Grade Level Preschool  
Curriculum Area English and Language Arts    Time Frame Preschool Years – Ages 3-5  

Developed By Laura Pellicano/Allison O’Neill  

Desired Results (Stage 1)
Established Goals

 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 



 
 
  



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Primary Interdisciplinary Connections

 
 
 
 

21st Century Interdisciplinary Themes: 
                  __*_  Fine/Gross Motor Skills           ___*__ Science/Mathematics  
                  ___*__ Literacy                                      ___*__ Social and Emotional Development  

 

Transfer
Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
 
T1 Explore a variety of types of literature and convey their meaning 
T2 Demonstrate understanding of basic features of print 
T3 Produce and research different text types for a variety of purposes  
T4 Participate in conversations and interactions with peers and adults individually and in small and large groups  
T5 Understand the conventions of standard English grammar when speaking during interactions and activities  
 
 
 



Meaning
Understandings Essential Questions
Students will understand that… Students will keep considering… 

U1 Stories have multiple elements, all of which have meaning 
U2 Their words have value and can be written or scribed by an adult 
U3 Their experiences can be represented by drawings and written words  
U4 Their questions and responses have value and meaning 
U5 Language can increase in complexity  

Q1 How does the story relate to my life?  
Q2 How can my spoken language be visible? 
Q3 How can I represent their experiences using a variety of writing tools?  
Q4 How can I use my language to get my needs met?  
Q5 How can I use written language to convey my thoughts?  
 

Acquisition 
Knowledge 
Students will know… 

Skills
Students will be able to… 

K1 How to, with prompting and support, seek out and provide information about a text 
K2 Spoken words can be written and read 
K3 How to recall information from experience or familiar topic to answer a question  
K4 How to answer questions to gain information and get their needs met  
K5 How to speak in complete sentences 

 
 

S1 Comprehend and respond to books and other texts  
S2 Understand that a sequence of letters represents a sequence of spoken 
sounds  
S3 Draw on everyday experiences and apply this knowledge to a similar 
situation  
S4 Respond appropriately to complex statements, questions, vocabulary 
and stories  
S5 Use conventional grammar  

Evidence (Stage 2)
Checks for Alignment Evaluation Criteria 

Performance is judged in terms of… 
Assessment Evidence 

All Individual Education Plan goals and 
objectives are standards-based.   

Maintain progress toward maintenance of 
IEP goals and objectives 
 
 

Transfer Task(s) 
Formative 
Generalize individual goals and objectives around the preschool building. 

 

Summative 



  Other Evidence 
Formative 
-teacher observation 
- anecdotal notes  
- Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) data  
- progress reports 
- report cards  
Summative

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Title of Unit Creative Curriculum Themes Grade Level Preschool 

Curriculum Area Approaches to Learning Time Frame 1 Preschool Year – Ages 3-5 
Developed By Allison O’Neill and Laura Pellicano 

Desired Results (Stage 1)
Established Goals 

 
- 

New Jersey Preschool Teaching and Learning Standards Teaching Strategies GOLD Objectives, Dimensions and Indicators  
Approaches to Learning  

9.1: Children demonstrate initiative, engagement and persistence  
9.1.1 Make plans and decisions to actively engage in learning (e.g. two 

children greet each other as they arrive to school and decide that they will 
finish counting all the bottle caps they collected during choice time) 

11. Demonstrates positive approaches to learning 
11b. Persists 

6. Plans and pursues a variety of appropriately challenging tasks 
9.1.2. Show curiosity and initiative by choosing to explore a variety of 

activities and experiences with a willingness to try new challenges (e.g. 
choosing harder and harder puzzles) 

11. Demonstrates positive approaches to learning 
11d. Shows curiosity and motivation 

6. Shows eagerness to learn about a variety of topics and ideas 
9.1.3. Focus attention on tasks and experiences, despite interruptions or 
distractions (e.g. working hard on a drawing even when children nearby 

are playing a game) 

11. Demonstrates positive approaches to learning 
11a. Attends and engages 

6. Sustains work on age-appropriate, interesting tasks; can ignore most 
distractions and interruptions 

9.1.4. Show persistence when faced with challenging tasks and 
uncertainty, seeking and accepting help when appropriate (e.g. saying to 

a friend, “This is hard, Can you help me figure it out?”) 

11. Demonstrates positive approaches to learning 
11b. Persists 

6. Plans and pursues a variety of appropriately challenging tasks 
9.1.5 Bring a teacher-directed or self-initiated task, activity or project to 
completion (e.g. showing the teacher, “Look-I finished it all by myself!”) 

11. Demonstrates positive approaches to learning 
11b. Persists 

6. Plans and pursues a variety of appropriately challenging tasks 
9.2: Children show creativity and imagination   
9.2.1 Show flexibility in approaching tasks by being open to new ideas 
(i.e. doesn’t cling to one approach to a task, but is willing to experiment 
and to risk trying out a new idea or approach) 

  11. Demonstrates positive approaches to learning 
11e. Shows flexibility and inventiveness in thinking 

6. Changes plans if a better idea is thought or proposed 
9.2.2 Use the imagination to solve problem, use materials, role play, write 
stories, move the body, or create works of art (e.g. create pretend spinach 
out of torn green construction paper to serve for dinner) 

  11. Demonstrates positive approaches to learning 
11e. Shows flexibility and inventiveness in thinking 

4. Uses creativity and imagination during play and routine tasks 
 

9.2.3 Use multiple means of communication to creatively express 
thoughts, ideas, and feelings (e.g. sing a song and act out the story of the 
life cycle of a butterfly) 

14. Uses symbols an images to represent something not present 
14a. Thinks symbolically  
6. Plans and then uses drawings, constructions, movements and 
dramatizations to represent ideas  



9.3 Children identify and solve problems  
9.3.1 Recognize a problem and describe or demonstrate ways to solve it 
alone or with others (e.g. “I know! Jamar and I can work together to clean 
off the table so that we can have a place to eat lunch.”) 

11. Demonstrates positive approaches to learning 
11c. Solves problems 
6. Solves problems without having to try every possibility 

9.3.2 Use varied strategies to seek or recall information and to find 
answers (e.g. questioning, trial and error, testing, building on ideas, 
finding resources, drawing, or thinking) 

12. Remembers and connects experiences 
12a. Recognizes and recalls 
8. Uses a few deliberate strategies to remember information 

9.3.3 Predict what will happen next based on prior experience and 
knowledge and test the prediction for accuracy (e.g. raising the height of 
the ramp to see if the ball will roll farther than when the ramp was lower) 

12. Remembers and connects experiences 
12b. Makes connections 
7 emerging to 8 Generates a rule, strategy or idea from one learning 
experience and applies it in a new context  

9.3.4 Reflect on, evaluate and communicate what was learned (e.g. 
children in the class demonstrating and explaining their project to children 
in a younger group) 

12. Remembers and connects experiences 
12b. Makes connections 
7 emerging to 8 Generates a rule, strategy or idea from one learning 
experience and applies it in a new context  

9.4: Children apply what they have learned to new situations  
9.4.1 Use prior knowledge to understand new experiences or a problem in 
a new context (e.g. after learning about snakes, children make 
comparison when finding a work on the playground) 

12. Remembers and connects experiences 
12b. Makes connections 
7 emerging to 8 Generates a rule, strategy or idea from one learning 
experience and applies it in a new context  

9.4.2 Make connections between ideas, concepts and subjects (e.g. 
children take pictures from a field trip or nature walk, and use them to 
write and illustrate classroom books ) 

12. Remembers and connects experiences 
12b. Makes connections 
7 emerging to 8 Generates a rule, strategy or idea from one learning 
experience and applies it in a new context  

9.4.3. Demonstrate understanding of what others think and feel through 
works or actions (e.g. children act out a story that the teacher has told 
them, mirroring the characters’ emotions) 

2. Establishes and sustains positive relationships 
2b. Responds to emotional cues 
8. Recognizes that others’ feelings about a situation might be different 
from his or her own  

 

  
 
 
 
 

Primary Interdisciplinary Connections



 
 
 
 

21st Century Interdisciplinary Themes: 
                  ___*__ Fine/ Gross Motor Skills          ___*__ Science/Mathematics 
                  ___*__ Literacy                                      ___*__ Social/Emotional Development  

  

Transfer
Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
T1 Children demonstrate initiative, engagement and persistence 
T2 Children show creativity and imagination 
T3 Children identify and solve problems 
T4 Children apply what they have learned to new situations 

Meaning
Understandings Essential Questions

Students will understand that… Students will keep considering… 
U1-their language and conversations impact what they will learn and focus 
their attention on those activities during the day.  
U2-their creations are flexible and are evident of their learning process. 
U3-their language can be used to predict, test and question in order to solve 
problems.  
U4-their experiences can be used to build on to their prior knowledge and 
skills. 
  

Q1- How can I finish this all by myself?  
Q2- How can I change this creation to express something new?  
Q3- How can I represent my thoughts using a variety of materials?  
Q4- How is this experience similar to an experience in my own life?  
 
 
 
 

Acquisition
Knowledge 
Students will know… 

Skills 
Students will be able to… 

K1-how to focus attention on tasks and experiences, despite interruptions or 
distractions. 
K2-how to use multiple means of communication to creatively express 
thoughts, ideas and feelings. 
K3-how to recognize a problem and describe or demonstrate ways to solve it 
alone or with others. 
K4-how to demonstrate understanding of what others think and feel through 
works or actions 

S1-sustain work on age-appropriate interesting tasks. 
S2-plans and then uses drawings, constructions, movements and 
dramatizations to represent ideas. 
S3-solve problems without having to try every possibility. 
S4-recognize that others’ feelings about a situation might be different 
from his or her own.  



 

Evidence (Stage 2) 
Checks for Alignment Evaluation Criteria 

Performance is judged in terms 
of… 

Assessment Evidence 

All Individual Education Plan 
goals and objectives are 
standards-based 

Maintain progress toward 
maintenance of IEP goals and 
objectives  
 

Transfer Task(s) 
Formative 
Generalize individual goals and objectives around the preschool building  
 

 

Summative 

  Other Evidence 
Formative 
-teacher observation 
-anecdotal notes 
-Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) data 
-progress reports 
-report cards 
Summative 
-Showcase portfolios 
-Documentation from long-term investigations  

 
 
 
 
 



Title of Unit Creative Curriculum Themes  Grade Level Preschool 
Curriculum Area Mathematics  Time Frame 1 Preschool Year – Ages 3-5  

Developed By Laura Pellicano/Allison O’Neill  

Desired Results (Stage 1)
Established Goals 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Primary Interdisciplinary Connections

 
 
 
 

21st Century Interdisciplinary Themes: 
                  __*_  Fine/Gross Motor Skills           ___*__ Science/Mathematics  
                  ___*__ Literacy                                      ___*__ Social and Emotional Development  

  

Transfer
Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
T1-Children begin to demonstrate an understanding of numbers and counting.  
T2-Children demonstrate an initial understanding of numerical operations.  
T3-Children begin to conceptualize measureable attributes of objects.  
T4-Children develop spatial and geometric sense.  
 
 
 
 
 



Meaning
Understandings Essential Questions

Students will understand that… Students will keep considering… 
U1-their interests and skill levels guide the progression of each lesson to explore 
mathematical concepts.  
U2-their interests and skill levels guide the progression of each lesson to explore 
mathematical concepts. 
U3-their interests and skill levels guide the progression of each lesson to explore 
mathematical concepts. 
U4-their interests and skill levels guide the progression of each lesson to explore 
mathematical concepts. 

Q1-How can I use counting in my daily life? 
Where do I find numbers most in my environment?  
Q2- When do I need to use numerical operations?   
Q3- What can be measured?  
Why do we measure things?  
Q4-Where do I find shapes in my environment most?  
 
 
 

Acquisition
Knowledge 
Students will know… 

Skills 
Students will be able to… 

K1-the relationship between numbers and quantities  
K2-how to represent addition and subtraction  
K3-how to sort, order, pattern, and classify objects  
K4-how to manipulate, compare and discuss attributes of shapes. 

 

S1-understand that the last word states when counting tells “how 
many.”  
S2-manipulate objects up to 5  
S3-compare and measure objects  
S4-Explore and describe spatial relationships and shapes. 

Evidence (Stage 2) 
Checks for Alignment Evaluation Criteria 

Performance is judged in terms of… 
Assessment Evidence 

All Individual Education Plan goals and 
objectives are standards-based.   

Maintain progress toward maintenance of 
IEP goals and objectives 
 
 

Transfer Task(s) 
Formative 
Generalize individual goals and objectives around the preschool building. 

 

Summative 



  Other Evidence 
Formative 
-teacher observation 
- anecdotal notes  
- Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) data  
- progress reports 
- report cards  
Summative 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Title of Unit Creative Curriculum Themes  Grade Level Preschool 
Curriculum Area Science Time Frame Preschool Years – Ages 3-5 

Developed By Laura Pellicano/Allison O’Neill 

Desired Results (Stage 1)
Established Goals 

 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Primary Interdisciplinary Connections
 
 
 
 

21st Century Interdisciplinary Themes: 
                  __*_  Fine/Gross Motor Skills           ___*__ Science/Mathematics  
                  ___*__ Literacy                                      ___*__ Social and Emotional Development  

  

Transfer
Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
T1-Children develop inquiry skills. 
T2-Children observe and investigate matter and energy. 
T3-Children observe and investigate living things. 
T4-Children observe and investigate the Earth. 
T5-Children gain experience using technology.  
 

Meaning
Understandings Essential Questions

Students will understand that… Students will keep considering… 
U1-their curiosity about a subject will guide the next level of learning and 
acquisition. 
U2-their questions are meaningful and will assist them in acquiring new skills 
U3-their questions are meaningful and will assist them in acquiring new skills 
U4-their questions are meaningful and will assist them in acquiring new skills 
U5-exploring technology will allow them to understand other areas of learning.  
 

Q1-How can I find out more about something I am interested in?  
Q2-What makes matter and energy change?  
Q3-How are living and nonliving things the same or different?  
Q4-How is the weather related to my own life?  
Q5-How can I use technology to learn about something I am 
interested in?  

Acquisition
Knowledge 
Students will know… 

Skills 
Students will be able to… 

K1-how to observe, question, predict and investigate materials, objects and phenomena  
K2-how to investigate substances and energy 
K3-how to observe similarities and differences in living and nonliving things 
K4-how to observe and describe characteristics of rocks, water, air, and soil.  
K5-how to identify and use basic tols and technology to extend exploration in conjunction 
with science investigations. 

S1-use scientific inquiry skills.  
S2-demonstrate knowledge of the physical properties of objects and 
materials. 
S3-demonstrate knowledge of the characteristics of living things.  
S4-demonstrate knowledge of Earth’s environment. 
S5-use tools and other technology to perform tasks. 



 
 

Evidence (Stage 2) 
Checks for Alignment Evaluation Criteria 

Performance is judged in terms 
of… 

Assessment Evidence 

All Individual Education Plan goals 
and objectives are standards-based.   

Maintain progress toward maintenance 
of IEP goals and objectives 
 
 

Transfer Task(s) 
Formative 
Generalize individual goals and objectives around the preschool building. 

 

Summative 

  Other Evidence 
Formative 
-teacher observation 
- anecdotal notes  
- Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) data  
- progress reports 
- report cards  
Summative 

- Showcase portfolios  
Documentation from long-term investigations  

 
 
 
 
 



Title of Unit Creative Curriculum Themes  Grade Level Preschool  
Curriculum Area Social Studies, Family and Life Skills Time Frame 1 Preschool Year –Ages 3-5 

Developed By Allison O’Neill and Laura Pellicano 

Desired Results (Stage 1)
Established Goals 

New Jersey Preschool Teaching and Learning Standards Teaching Strategies GOLD Objectives, Dimensions and Indicators 
Social Studies, Family and Life Skills  

6.1: Children identify unique characteristics of themselves, their 
families and others 

 

6.1.1 Describe characteristics of oneself, one’s family and others 29. Demonstrates knowledge about self 
30. Shows basic understanding of people and how they live 

6.1.2 Demonstrate an understanding of family roles and traditions 29. Demonstrates knowledge about self 
6.1.3. Express individually and cultural diversity (e.g. through dramatic 

play) 
29. Demonstrates knowledge about self  

6.2: Children become contributing members of the classroom 
community 

 

6.2.1 Demonstrate understanding of rules by following most classroom 
routines 

1. Regulates own emotions and behaviors 
1b. Follows limits and expectations 

6. Manages classroom rules, routines and transitions with occasional 
reminders 

6.2.2 Demonstrates responsibility by initiating simple classroom tasks and 
jobs 

1. Regulates own emotions and behaviors 
1b. Follows limits and expectations 

6. Manages classroom rules, routines and transitions with occasional 
reminders 

6.2.3. Demonstrates appropriate behavior when collaborating with others 3. Participates cooperatively and constructively in group situations 
3a. Balances needs and rights of self and others 

6. Initiates the sharing of materials in the classroom and outdoors 
 

6.3: Children demonstrate knowledge of neighborhood and 
community 

 

6.3.1. Develop and awareness of the physical features of the 
neighborhood/community 

32. Demonstrates simple geographic knowledge 

6.3.2. Identify, discuss and role-play the duties of a range of community 
workers 

30. Shows basic understanding of people and how they live 

6.4.: Children develop an awareness of the cultures within their 
classroom and their community 

 

6.4.1. Learn about and respect other cultures within the classroom and 
community 

30. Shows basic understanding of people and how they live  

 



- 

 
Primary Interdisciplinary Connections

 
 
 
 

21st Century Interdisciplinary Themes: 
                  ___*__ Fine/ Gross Motor Skills          ____*_ Science/Mathematics 
                  ___*__ Literacy                                      ____*_ Social/Emotional Development  

   

Transfer
Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
T1 Children identify unique characteristics of themselves, their families and others 
T2 Children become contributing members of the classroom community 
T3 Children demonstrate knowledge of neighborhood and community 
T4 Children develop an awareness of the cultures within their classroom and their community 

Meaning
Understandings Essential Questions

Students will understand that… Students will keep considering… 
U1 Similarities and differences in physical and character traits in people can 
be noticed through the use of mirrors, photographs, etc.  
U2 Their opinions are valid and meaningful 
U3 Their community is made up of a variety of structures, places and people 
with knowledge and information  
U4 Cultural differences are to be recognized and celebrated amongst all 

Q1 How are we alike/different? 
Q2 How can I share my thoughts with others? 
Q3 How can I gather and use information from my community that is 
relevant and important to me? 
Q4 What cultural differences are in our class and how can we investigate 
them?  
 
 
 
 
 

Acquisition



Knowledge 
Students will know… 
 
K1 Demonstrate an understanding of diversity, family roles and unique 
characteristics of self and others 
K2 Demonstrate appropriate behavior by following most classroom rules and 
routines 
K3 Demonstrate knowledge of neighborhood and community workers 
K4 Learn about and respect other cultures within the classroom and 
community 

Skills 
Students will be able to… 
 
S1 Demonstrates knowledge about self  
S2 Regulates own emotions and behaviors  
S3 Demonstrate simple geographic knowledge  
S4 Shows basic understanding of people and how they live  

 
 
 

 

Evidence (Stage 2) 
Checks for Alignment Evaluation Criteria 

Performance is judged in terms 
of… 

Assessment Evidence 

All Individual Education Plan 
goals and objectives are 
standards-based 

Maintain progress toward 
maintenance of IEP goals and 
objectives  
 

Transfer Task(s) 
Formative 
Generalize individual goals and objectives around the preschool building  
 

 

Summative 

  Other Evidence 
Formative 
-teacher observation 
-anecdotal notes 
-Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) data 
-progress reports 
-report cards 



Summative 
-Showcase portfolios 
-Documentation from long-term investigations  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Title of Unit Creative Curriculum Themes  Grade Level Preschool 
Curriculum Area Technology Time Frame 1 Preschool Year – Ages 3-5 

Developed By Allison O’Neill and Laura Pellicano 

Desired Results (Stage 1)
Established Goals 

New Jersey Preschool Teaching and Learning Standards Teaching Strategies GOLD Objectives, Dimensions and Indicators  
Technology  

8.1.: Navigate simple on screen menus  
8.1.1. Use the mouse to negotiate a simple menu on the screen (e.g. to 

print a picture) 
28. Uses tools and other technology to perform tasks 

8.1.2. Navigate the basic functions of a browser, including how to open or 
close windows and use the “back” key 

28. Uses tools and other technology to perform tasks 

8.2.: Use electronic devices independently  
8.2.1. Identify the “power keys” (e.g. ENTER, spacebar) on a keyboard 28. Uses tools and other technology to perform tasks 
8.2.2. Access materials on a disk, cassette tape, or DVD. Insert a disk, 
cassette, tape, CD-ROM, DVD or other storage device and press “play” 

and “stop” 

28. Uses tools and other technology to perform tasks 

8.2.3. Turn smart toys on and/or off 28. Uses tools and other technology to perform tasks 
8.2.4. Recognize that the number keys are in a row on the top of the 

keyboard 
28. Uses tools and other technology to perform tasks 

8.2.5. Operate frequently used, high quality, interactive games or activities 
in either screen or toy-based formats 

28. Uses tools and other technology to perform tasks 

8.2.6. Use a digital camera to take a picture 28. Uses tools and other technology to perform tasks 
8.3: Begin to use electronic devices to communicate  

8.3.1. Use electronic devices (e.g. computer) to type name and to create 
stories with pictures and letters/words 

28. Uses tools and other technology to perform tasks 

8.4.: Use common technology vocabulary  
8.4.1. Use basic technology terms in conversations (e.g. digital camera, 

battery, screen computer, Internet, mouse, keyboard and printer) 
9. Uses language to express thoughts and needs 

9a. Uses an expanding expressive vocabulary 
7 emerging to 8. Incorporates new, less familiar or technical words in 

everyday conversations 
8.5.: Begin to use electronic devices to gain information  

8.5.1. Use the Internet to explore investigate questions with a teacher’s 
support 

28. Use tools and other technology to perform tasks  

 
 

 
Primary Interdisciplinary Connections



 
 
 
 

21st Century Interdisciplinary Themes: 
                  ___*__ Fine/ Gross Motor Skills          ___*__ Science/Mathematics 
                  ____*_ Literacy                                      ___*__ Social/Emotional Development  

  

Transfer
Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
T1 Navigate simple on screen menus 
T2 Use electronic devices independently 
T3 Begin to use electronic devices to communicate 
T4 Use common technology vocabulary 
T5 Begin to use electronic devices to gain information 

Meaning
Understandings Essential Questions

Students will understand that… Students will keep considering… 
U1 Information can be obtained through a variety of technological devices 
U2 Information can be obtained through a variety of technological devices 
U3 Information can be obtained through a variety of technological devices 
U4 Information can be obtained through a variety of technological devices 
U5 Information can be obtained through a variety of technological devices 

Q1 How can I get to the desired screen/program on this device? 
Q2 When, how and why do I use a technological device? 
Q3 How can a device be used to communicate my thoughts? 
Q4 What words are used to talk about technology? 
Q5 How can I use a device to gather information? 
 

Acquisition
Knowledge 
Students will know… 

Skills 
Students will be able to… 

K1 Use the mouse to navigate simple menus and navigate the browser 
K2 Operate frequently used interactive games and identify the power button to turn 
items on/off 
K3 Use electronic devices to type name and create stories with pictures/letters/words 
K4 Use basic technology terms in conversation 
K5 Use the internet to explore investigatory questions with a teacher’s support  

 
 

S1 Uses tools and other technology to perform tasks 
S2 Uses tools and other technology to perform tasks  
S3 Uses tools and other technology to perform tasks  
S4 Uses language to express thoughts and needs  
S5 Use tools and other technology to perform tasks  



Evidence (Stage 2) 
Checks for Alignment Evaluation Criteria 

Performance is judged in terms 
of… 

Assessment Evidence 

All Individual Education Plan 
goals and objectives are 
standards-based 

Maintain progress toward 
maintenance of IEP goals and 
objectives  
 

Transfer Task(s) 
Formative 
Generalize individual goals and objectives around the preschool building  
 

 

Summative 

  Other Evidence 
Formative 
-teacher observation 
-anecdotal notes 
-Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) data 
-progress reports 
-report cards 
Summative 
-Showcase portfolios 
-Documentation from long-term investigations  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Title of Unit Creative Curriculum Themes  Grade Level Preschool  
Curriculum Area World Languages  Time Frame 1 Preschool Year Ages 3-5 

Developed By Allison O’Neill and Laura Pellicano 

Desired Results (Stage 1)
Established Goals 

 
 

New Jersey Preschool Teaching and Learning Standards Teaching Strategies GOLD Objectives, Dimensions and Indicators  
World Languages  

7.1: Children know that people use different languages (including 
sign language) to communicate, and will express simple 

greetings, words and phrases in a language other than their own 

 

7.1.1. Acknowledge that a language other than their own is being spoken 
or used (e.g. in a story, rhyme or song) 

30. Shows basic understanding of people and how they live  

7.1.2. Say simple greetings, works and phrases in a language other than 
their own 

30. Shows basic understanding of people and how they live  

7.1.3. Comprehend previously learned simple vocabulary in a language 
other than their own 

30. Shows basic understanding of people and how they live  

7.1.4. Communicate effectively with adults and/or classmates who speak 
other language by using gestures, pointing or facial expressions to 

augment oral language  

30. Shows basic understanding of people and how they live  

 

 
Primary Interdisciplinary Connections

21st Century Interdisciplinary Themes: 
                  __⃰___ Fine/ Gross Motor Skills          ___⃰__ Science/Mathematics 
                  ____⃰_ Literacy                                      ___⃰__ Social/Emotional Development  

  
 
 
 
 

                                                             Transfer



Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 
 
T1 Children know that people use different languages (including sign language) to communicate, and will express simple greetings, words and phrases in 
a language other than their own 
 

Meaning
Understandings Essential Questions

Students will understand that… Students will keep considering… 
U1 Words and meanings can be communicated in a variety of languages, not 
just their own  

Q1 How can I communicate with others who do not speak my language?  
 

Acquisition
Knowledge 
Students will know… 

Skills 
Students will be able to… 

K1 Acknowledge that a language other than their own is being used and understand 
some words in a language other than their own 
Communicate effectively with others who speak other language by using 
gestures/pointing or facial expressions  

 

S1 Shows basic understanding of people and how they live 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evidence (Stage 2) 
Checks for Alignment Evaluation Criteria Assessment Evidence 



Performance is judged in terms 
of… 

All Individual Education Plan 
goals and objectives are 
standards-based 

Maintain progress toward 
maintenance of IEP goals and 
objectives  

 
 

Transfer Task(s) 
Formative 
 
Generalize individual goals and objectives around the preschool building  

 

Summative 

  Other Evidence 
Formative 
-teacher observation 
-anecdotal notes 
-Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) data 
-progress reports 
-report cards
Summative 
-Showcase portfolios 
-Documentation from long-term investigations 

 
 
Resources: The document was written in reference to the following media: 
Twelve Best Practices for Early Childhood Education: Integrating Reggio and Other Inspired Approaches by: Ann Lewin-Benham 
Understanding by Design by: Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe 
Preschool Teaching and Learning Standards 2014-State of NJ  www.nj.gov/education/ece/guide/standards.pdf 
Teaching Strategies: The Creative Curriculum for Preschool Education Volume 5 



 


