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Course Description: ​This one-semester course is designed to expose  students to the basic 
principles and concepts of group behavior. Students will focus on examining culture, 
socialization, social change, group dynamics and social institutions using local, national and 
global examples. Equipped with an understanding of these principles and concepts, the students 
will then explore contemporary social problems. 
 
 
 
Pacing Guide: ​for a half year course, there are 17 weeks of teaching new material a semester at 
SHS 
 
Unit 1: Intro to Sociology ( 3 weeks)  
Unit 2: The Scientific Method (3-3.5 weeks)  
Unit 3: Socialization (3-3.5 weeks)  
Unit 4: Culture (4-4.5 weeks)  
Unit 5: Race, Class, and Gender Socialization (4-4.5 weeks)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Unit 1: Intro to Sociology 
 

National Standards for Sociology  
1.2 ​Students will compare and contrast the sociological perspective and how it differs from other social sciences. 
➔ 1.2.1 Impact of social context on human behavior 1.2.2 Social construction of reality 1.2.3 Sociological imagination 

1.4 ​Students will identify, differentiate among, and apply a variety of sociological theories. 
➔ 1.4.1 Functionalist perspective 1.4.2 Conflict theory 1.4.3 Symbolic interaction 

Big Ideas: ​Unit Objectives / Content Statement(s)  
1. Sociology is the study of human behavior, and studying this subject can help us better understand the people and world around 

us.  
2. Sociology is a science that came out of the Enlightenment Era. During this time period, people were straying away from using 

religious justifications to understand their circumstances and instead used observations to better grapple with the events and 
people around them.  

3. Everyone is biased, and that is not necessarily a bad thing. In Sociology bias reflects one’s perspective. The experiences we have 
influence the way we perceive the world around us, and these biases in turn impact the way we interact with others, for better or 
for worse.  

4. There is no such thing as an independent choice -- everything we do is a product of a complex sequence of internal and external 
factors that ultimately make up who we are and how we interact with the world around us and the people in it.  

Essential Questions 
What provocative questions will foster inquiry, understanding, and 

transfer of learning? 

Enduring Understandings 
What will students understand about the big ideas? 

How does Sociology help us better understand the world around 
us?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How does bias shape the way we think about people and the world 
around us?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The theories and perspectives presented and utilized in the field of 
Sociology give us the tools to better understand the reasons why 
the world is the way that it is. There is a reason why most fields 
today encourage students to take classes in sociology. Whether it is 
Mills’ theory on the Sociological Imagination that helps us to 
understand the connection between external events and human 
behavior or Weber’s theory on what gives us status and the 
implications of it, Sociology is designed to help its studiers get a 
better sense of why we are the way we are and hopefully come up 
with solutions on how to fix contemporary problems.  
 
Remember the time you first had dinner at a friend’s house, or 
slept over. Why was that moment so awkward? Well, it is because 
we are not used to that family’s particular traditions and rituals. I 
remember looking at my friend’s family and thinking how weird it 
was that they drank chocolate milk instead of water, juice, or soda 
like we did. This is not only the story I tell, but this exemplifies the 
role that bias plays in our lives. Bias not only shapes the way we 
look at people, but this often translates into how we treat others, 
the opportunities we give or take away from each other, and who 
we choose to surround ourselves with. Bias is the reason why you 
get an interview or don't why you go on a date with someone or 
don't, or why we get a housing loan or don't. The problem with 
teaching and eradicating bias is that many times, we do not know 
we are acting upon them because they are implicit in our thought 
processes. Understanding were bias derived from will hopefully 
help us to be better able to call them out and eventually minimize 
their effects.  
 
There is no such thing as an independent choice. Everything we do 
from the clothes we wear, the music we listen to, the job we have, 
who we love, and who we choose not to are all a product of 



How do internal and external factors shape our everyday 
behaviors?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

something that has happened to us. For example, I decided I 
wanted to be a history teacher when I was thirteen. I thought I was 
making such a big choice, but little did I know at the time, that the 
choice was made for me. Not only did I have a great teacher, but 
my mom is a teacher and I have 12 aunts and uncles and great 
relatives that are in education. I did not make this choice 
independently. Getting not only students but all of humanity really 
to realize that everything happens because of both internal and 
external factors will help us to better understand how we got to the 
point at which we are at right now.  

Areas of Focus: Proficiencies 
(Progress Indicators) 

Examples, Outcomes, Assessments 

Students will be engaged in the following content in this unit​:  
1. Why Study Sociology (1.2) 
2. The Sociological Perspective (1.2)  
3. The Role of Bias (1.4)  
4. The Founding Theorists (1.4)  
5. Freud’s id, ego, and superego (1.4)  
6. The Sociological Imagination (1.2)  

Instructional Focus:  
● Students will be able to define what the study of 

sociology is and discover why sociology ultimately helps 
us better understand ourselves and the world around us.  

● Students will be able to analyze how our perspective 
(point of view) gets shaped and how that impacts the way 
we perceive events and people and clouds our judgement 
of them.  

● Students will be able to determine and discuss how bias 
(both positive/negative) ultimately leads to stereotyping 
and overt generalizations.  

● Students will be able to research how the field of 
Sociology started and argue how the field of Sociology 
helped Sociologists better understand the social problems 
occurring around them.  

● Students will be able to determine how both internal and 
external factors influence how and why we make certain 
decisions and why we have certain behaviors.  

 
Sample Assessments (formative):  

● Baseline Assessment  
● Importance of perspective observation activity  
● Danger of a Single Story ​exit ticket  
● Intro to Sociology ​Scavenger Hunt  
● Id, ego, and superego analysis  
● Sociological Imagination ​Practice  

 
Projects/Post Assessment (summative)  

● 6 word memoir ​reflection​ and​ rubric  
● Theorist Research​ and ​presentations  
● Intro to Sociology Quiz (online)  

 
Instructional Strategies 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

● American History​ -- students study WEB DuBois’ theory 
on social agitation made popular during the Progressive 
Era to understand the founding of Sociology as well as 
utilize photographs from the Great Depression to practice 
and see the theory of the sociological imagination.  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1NcGT53gBd5FD3koYfL8YwlKb9ZgmTUAt5U2OO9W3A1w
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1zv6XOMCewYng6Yn8LtTI7CsMwP4P2uXgq-MjRB_Pnqs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1aSLz4vsmV1BVCgTInbxhepoQRg1BKHV-IanAlS4pa0s
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Q-7bfU6ibp4kS7dlpTSy9f19EdmGFPiF80zNbKpyrNM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1W3-Vswqh3lFJbQw6i9pBB70ElPVTMraAEbxI08HxIkQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1F0AZtdTswh33VrEO7SqQB9p13xPnYLekEpXSVsA_vnA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1W8uHJWIm4wDpMK9hTobKVKGH1Glqf4ijypt5F4mC1xY
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1x3D8tbOjV5dyp-wFR8IMcqfMC_U7IfifpgF6zhvs_qI
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1SNNm9r42BcpN8FLckyLuMOcKPUd_6v2pZeEuHq3EOU4


● European History​ -- students will be grounded in 
European History when we study the founding of the field 
during the Enlightenment era in Europe.  

● Psychology​ -- students will understand that our decision 
making process is not only guided by our environment 
and personal histories, but also guided by complex 
psychology, a lesson made possible through utilizing 
Freud's Theory of the id, ego, and superego.  

● English/Language Arts ​-- students will utilize written 
responses in order to reflect on their learning as evident 
during the bias lesson.  

 
Technology Integration 

● Students will research using their ChromeBooks during 
the theorists of Sociology lesson  

● Students will use their ChromeBooks to reflect and 
submit their work on Google Classroom  

● Students will take the summative unit assessment using 
Google Forms on their ChromeBook.  

● Outside of the class, the teacher will post all unit 
materials on Google Classroom as well as on their 
website to further use technology to support students. 

 
Media Literacy Integration 

● Throughout the unit students will be utilizing multiple 
forms of communication.Students are expected to use 
written communication in order to demonstrate their 
learning and thinking as well as present on their findings.  

● Research, reflection, and presentation are also essential 
skills that will be utilized throughout every lesson and 
assessment. 

●  The usage of reliable sources as well as ways in which to 
use technology to supplement, not replace learning is also 
highlighted in this unit of study.  

 
 
Global Perspectives  

● Sociology is not an American construct, so the field itself 
is inherently global. Students will see how this field of 
Sociology got it start overseas and how eventually 
Americnas came to use it to help them explain the protest 
and social issues plaguing the public at the start of the 
20th century.  

 

 
Supports for English Language Learners  

Sensory Supports  Graphic Supports  Interactive Supports  

Real life objects Charts  In pairs or partners  

Manipulatives Graphic Organizers  In triands or small groups  

Pictures  Tables  In a whole group  



 
Resources used in the unit:  

● Danger of a Single Story TedTalk​ -- ​Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
● Little Red Riding Hood ​Wolf’s Perspective  

What is ​Sociology ​ ​Crash Course  
● Cat in the Hat story 

 
Additional resources for teachers:  

● American Sociological Association  
● National Standards for High School Sociology  
● Implicit Bias 
● IAT Tests​ -- Harvard University project implicit  
● Sociological Imagination and College Enrollment ​Reading  
● Viewing cultures ​using the sociological imagination  
● The SuperBowl as a sociological construct ​Reading  
● Weber’s classical social theory ​reading  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Illustrations, diagrams & drawings Graphs  Using cooperative group  

Magazines & Newspapers  Timelines  Structures  

Physical activities  Number lines  With the Internet / Software  

Videos & Film   In the home language  

Broadcasts   With mentors  

Models & Figures    

Intervention Strategies  
 

Accomodations  Interventions Modifications 

Allow for verbal responses  Multi-sensory techniques  Modified tasks/expectations  

Repeat/confirm directions Increase task structure (e.g. directions, 
checks for understanding, feedback 

Differentiated materials  

Permit response provided via computer or 
electronic device  

Increase opportunities to engage in active 
academic responding  

Individualized assessment tools based on 
student need  

Audio Books  Utilize pre reading strategies and  activities 
previews, anticipatory guides, and 
semantic mapping  

Modified assessment grading  

https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story?language=en
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B1xokDaUDqVednozdW9JUU9kalk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnCJU6PaCio
https://www.asanet.org/teaching-learning
https://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/savvy/ASA%20HS%20Standards%20(Final).pdf
https://thesocietypages.org/toolbox/implicit-bias/
https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html
https://thesocietypages.org/toolbox/sociological-imagination-college-enrollment/
https://thesocietypages.org/toolbox/sociological-imagination-college-enrollment/
https://thesocietypages.org/toolbox/the-super-bowl-a-sociological-view/
https://thesocietypages.org/toolbox/classic_sociological_theory_max_weber/


 
 

 
 

Unit 1: Vocabulary, People, and Theories  
 
Vocabulary:  
Sociology  
Microsociology  
Macrosociology  
Functionalist Perspective  
Conflict Perspective 
Interactionist Perspective  
Confirmation Bias  
Hindsight Bias  
Illusory Correlation  
Belief Perseverance  
Id, ego, and superego  
 
People:  
Aguste Comte  
Max Weber  
Karl Marx 
Emile Durkheim  
Harriet Martineau  
WEB DuBois  
 
 
Theories:  
The Sociological Perspective  
Feminist Theory  
WEB DuBois theory on double consciousness  
Max Weber’s theory on Status (wealth, power, prestige)  
Emile Durkheim's scientific method  
Freud’s theory of the id, ego, and superego  
Karl Marx’s Conflict Theory  
C. Wright MIlls’ theory of Sociological Imagination  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit 2: The Scientific Method  
 

National Standards for Sociology  
1.1 ​Students will identify sociology as a scientific field of inquiry 
➔ 1.1.1 Scientific method 1.1.2 Hypotheses 1.1.3 Independent and dependent variables 1.1.4 Scientific study of society 

1.2 ​Students will compare and contrast the sociological perspective and how it differs from other social sciences. 
➔ 1.2.1 Impact of social context on human behavior 1.2.2 Social construction of reality 1.2.3 Sociological imagination 

1.3 ​Students will evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the major methods of sociological research. 
➔ 1.3.1 Surveys and interviews 1.3.2 Experiments 1.3.3 Observations 1.3.4 Content analysis 1.3.5 Research ethics 

1.4 ​Students will identify, differentiate among, and apply a variety of sociological theories. 
➔ 1.4.1 Functionalist perspective 1.4.2 Conflict theory 1.4.3 Symbolic interaction 

Big Ideas: (​Unit Objectives / Content Statement(s)  
1. Sociology is more than just observing the world around you, it is about finding solutions to social problems.  
2. Sociological research is conducted to better help us understand why people behave the way that they do. If we can understand 

human behaviors, we can begin to dismantle stereotyping, preconceived notions, and behavior that we would have otherwise 
thought to be weird and unsettling.  

3. Research is used in sociology to test and confront what we perceive to be common sense assumptions. A sociologist questions 
everything, and research is conducted in order to allow us to do so.  

Essential Questions 
What provocative questions will foster inquiry, understanding, and 

transfer of learning? 

Enduring Understandings 
What will students understand about the big ideas? 

How does sociological research impact the way in which we see 
how humans relate to one another and how they are impacted by 
various influences around them?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do both internal and external factors shape the way we relate 
to one another?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How can deeper societal issues be solved through sociological 
research?  
 
 
 
 
 

As learned in the previous unit, the field of Sociology grew out of 
the Enlightenment Era when people began to question their 
reliance on religion to help them understand life’s bigger issues. It 
was at this turning point that people began to observe the world 
around them in order to figure out why social issues were 
persistent. From this starting point, Sociologists use research in 
order to better understand why the world is the way that it is and to 
eventually prevent them from occurring in the future.  
 
The question at the heart of the field of Sociology is how much of 
us are we born with, and how much of us is what has happened to 
and around us. The experiments utilized in this unit: The Milgram 
Experiment, The Stanford Prison Experiment, and the Bystander 
Effect, help us start this conversation. All of these experiments test 
the role that conformity play in our lives and links how we have 
been socialized to how we interact with the world around us. For 
example, in the Milgram Experiment we observe the human 
behaviors that enable an ordinary human to inflict life-threatening 
danger on another. Studying this allows sociologists to better 
understand why we behave the way that we do in order to better 
grapple with why our social environment is the way it currently is.  
 
The overall goal of a sociologist is to solve current social ills. We 
can do this though research -- understanding where the social issue 
originates and who is impacted by it will eventually lead us to 
potential solutions. This overarching goal of sociology will be 
woven into the subsequent units of this course when we examine 
current problems and look toward finding solutions. Learning the 
theory is essential to the field, but it means nothing if we as 
Sociologists to not do anything with these observations.  



Areas of Focus: Proficiencies 
(Progress Indicators) 

Examples, Outcomes, Assessments 

Students will be engaged in the following content in this unit​:  
1. The Scientific Method (1.1, 1.2. 1.3)  
2. Survey Project  (1.1, 1.2, 1.3)  
3. The Milgram Experiment  (1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4)  
4. The Stanford Prison Experiment  (1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4)  
5. The Bystander Effect (1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4)  
6. Survey Presentations (1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4)  

Instructional Focus:  
● Through their own Sociological research, students will be 

able to discover how social scientists use data to design, 
research, and use various theories to explain and remedy a 
variety of social happenings. 

● Students will be able to  Apply the scientific method to 
the Milgram experiment and identify the dependent and 
independent variables, hypothesis, method of collecting 
data, and his theory; Examine the role of the teacher, 
learner, and the experimenter; Analyze the data collected 
by Milgram and draw conclusions about obedience in free 
societies 

● Students will be able to examine and explain the role that 
authority and obedience make in a person’s overall 
patterns of behavior.  

● Students will be able to evaluate and argue the importance 
of using ethics when conducting sociological research.  

● Students will be able to identify and explain several 
external factors including environment and past 
experiences  in order to explain why individuals become a 
“bystander.”  

 
Sample Assessments (formative):  

● Milgram experiment ​observations  
● Stanford Prison Experiment ​observations  
● Student generated questions​ during survey presentation  

 
Projects/Post Assessment (summative)  

● Survey ​Project ​and project ​rubric  
● Individual survey ​reflection  
● Scientific method quiz (online)  

 
Instructional Strategies: 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

● History -- ​when studying these social experiments, 
students will understand the context in which they were 
implemented -- for example the Milgram experiment was 
conducted to better understand the validity behind the 
Nazi’s excuse at Nuremberg that they were simply 
following orders.  

● Psychology​ -- students will examine social psychological 
experiments such as the Milgram and Stanford Prison 
Experiment to better understand the origins of human 
behavior.  

● English/Language Arts ​-- students will utilize written 
responses in order to reflect on their learning as evident 
during the survey project.  

 
 
Technology Integration 

● Students will research using their ChromeBooks, 
specifically Google Forms during the survey project.  

● Students will use their ChromeBooks to reflect on their 
survey experience and submit their work on Google 
Classroom.  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1t7vQ_QeycO-V3egKFPLSnSwrmoOqShTbRbgC7neE_Hg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=16IxNaPPBbze1ONuXcOixw1MFGe6JuBZgZAKU_ovQvHI
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1gyi0Qlk7ZTFqMA1vofAcsoS90Qo_40YEPX0XfpYLa4k
https://drive.google.com/open?id=14Tgny7PqtLYjMg-Tvvt5joeIp8EVeZl__z0HEY2ZDWE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1b_Szxl9u4BDWSxh67Op0HvDvD2zdtrfaoxxWazXcIII
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1zrNtqD2LriRwEz4wTraugiBUbQFdI3PSq3OdTkmmzz8


● Students will create a presentation of their findings on the 
survey using Google Sheets as well as submit their work 
on Google Classroom.  

● Students will take the summative unit assessment using 
Google Forms on their ChromeBook.  

● Outside of the class, the teacher will post all unit 
materials on Google Classroom as well as on their 
website to further use technology to support students.  

 
Media Literacy Integration 

● Throughout the unit students will be utilizing multiple 
forms of communication.Students are expected to use 
written communication in order to demonstrate their 
learning and thinking as well as present on their findings.  

● Research, reflection, and presentation are also essential 
skills that will be utilized throughout every lesson and 
assessment. 

●  The usage of reliable sources as well as ways in which to 
use technology to supplement, not replace learning is also 
highlighted in this unit of study.  

 
Global Perspectives  

● Students will be obtaining the skills of sociological 
research and question which we will utilize as we 
continue to study the origins and importance of human 
behavior, something that can better help us understand 
variants in global cultures and behaviors.  
 

 

 

 
Supports for English Language Learners  

Sensory Supports  Graphic Supports  Interactive Supports  

Real life objects Charts  In pairs or partners  

Manipulatives Graphic Organizers  In triands or small groups  

Pictures  Tables  In a whole group  

Illustrations, diagrams & drawings Graphs  Using cooperative group  

Magazines & Newspapers  Timelines  Structures  

Physical activities  Number lines  With the Internet / Software  

Videos & Film   In the home language  

Broadcasts   With mentors  

Models & Figures    

Intervention Strategies  



 
Resources used in the class  

● Sociological research ​crash course  
● Stanley Milgram’s Obedience and Authority ​experiment  
● ABC News --​ Milgram Experiment redo  
● The Stanford Prison Experiment ​video 
● Bystander Effect ​video  

 
Additional Resources for Teachers:  

● ASA Sociological Research Methods ​article  
● Sociological research methods ​article  
● Creating a hypothesis and testing its validity 
● Sociology Research Methods: Intro to Sociology Lesson Plans​ ​site  
● Milgram experiment ​reading  
● How Would People Behave in Milgram’s Experiment Today​ ​article  
● The Milgram Shock Experiment ​article  
● Zimbardo ​Reading  
● Stanford University article on the Stanford Prison ​Experiment  
● Demonstrating the Power of Social Situations via a Simulated Prison Experiment ​Article  
● The Real Lesson of the Stanford Prison Experiment ​article  
● The Stanford Prison Experiment; Roles Define your Behavior ​article  
● Kitty Genovese​ reading  
● The Bystander Apathy Experiment Explained ​article  
● Researchers Found the ‘Bystander Effect’ in 5-Year-Olds ​article  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Accomodations  Interventions Modifications 

Allow for verbal responses  Multi-sensory techniques  Modified tasks/expectations  

Repeat/confirm directions Increase task structure (e.g. directions, 
checks for understanding, feedback 

Differentiated materials  

Permit response provided via computer or 
electronic device  

Increase opportunities to engage in active 
academic responding  

Individualized assessment tools based on 
student need  

Audio Books  Utilize pre reading strategies and  activities 
previews, anticipatory guides, and 
semantic mapping  

Modified assessment grading  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B1xokDaUDqVedXpoN2FWQU5hTFk
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B1xokDaUDqVeR0tkNjFqTkI5UEE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=12d118TsHnQnlej2XmlLpeNW0-Ov-BHba
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B1xokDaUDqVeRXA1dWl2WVN3NnM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B1xokDaUDqVeOTNvR1lNdkN2MVE
https://www.asanet.org/topics/research-methods
https://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/savvy/introtosociology/StudentResources/Exploring%20Data%20Resources/DataSocAbstracts.html
http://165.234.216.68/videos/NCATE/BSE%20History/History%20Student%20Teaching/SS%20Lesson%20Plan-%20Effective.pdf
https://study.com/academy/topic/sociology-research-methods-intro-to-sociology-lesson-plans.html
https://drive.google.com/open?id=18y8Q8ISdGo1xPKQ_AJB-8GT4cPFGS-o1aoU3wLhTX8s
https://behavioralscientist.org/how-would-people-behave-in-milgrams-experiment-today/
https://www.simplypsychology.org/milgram.html
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B1xokDaUDqVecUpHUUdERzZUa0U
https://web.stanford.edu/dept/spec_coll/uarch/exhibits/Narration.pdf
https://www.apa.org/research/action/prison
https://www.newyorker.com/science/maria-konnikova/the-real-lesson-of-the-stanford-prison-experiment
https://explorable.com/stanford-prison-experiment
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B1xokDaUDqVeSVpBOUt4UnNEX2s
https://explorable.com/bystander-apathy-experiment
https://www.thecut.com/2015/04/bystander-effect-in-5-year-olds.html


 
Unit 2: Vocabulary, People, and Theories  

 
Vocabulary  
The Scientific Method  
Survey  
Population  
Sample  
Closed-Ended Questions  
Open-Ended Questions  
Dependent Variable  
Independent Variable  
 
People 
Emile Durkheim’s Scientific Method  
Stanley Milgram  
Phillip Zimbardo  
Kitty Genovese  
Bibb Latane and John Darley 
 
Theories  
Diffusion of Responsibility  
Conformity  
Perceived authority  
Dehumanization  
The Bystander Effect  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Unit 3: Socialization 
National Standards for Sociology  

2.3 ​Students will evaluate important social institutions and how they respond to social needs.  
➔ 2.3.1 Social institutions such as: family, education, religion, economy, and government 2.3.2 Social statuses and roles 

3.1 ​Students will describe the process of socialization across the life course.  
➔ 3.1.1 Primary agents of socialization: family, peers, media, schools, and religion 3.1.2 Deviance and conformity 

3.2 ​Students will explain the process of the social construction of the self. 
➔ 3.2.1 I & me 3.2.2 Role-taking 3.2.3 Generalized other 3.2.4 Identity 

3.3 ​Students will examine the social construction of groups and their impact on the life chances of individuals. 
➔ 3.3.1 Reference groups 3.3.2 Primary and secondary groups 3.3.3 In-groups and out-groups 

Big Ideas: (​Unit Objectives / Content Statement(s)  
1. We are a product of our environment. Whether or not we know or like it, we are who we are because of the people and events 

that have happened to and/or around us. Everything from the music we listen to, to who we end up socializing with is all a 
product of being shaped and molded through our experiences. 

2. There are many sources of socialization -- family, media, school, and peers just to name a few. These of course work in concert 
with one another to make up who we are currently.  

3. The socialization process is unconscious. You can not choose when to and when not to be socialized. This process is also 
lifelong. We are constantly being socialized and consequently, we are constantly changing.  

4. Socialization happens the moment one is born. Family (or, the big people around a child) teach them how to be a person, teach 
them values, and of course through their geographical location ultimately chooses who they will socialize with and the 
opportunities they are given/not given.  

5. Media is an extremely important form of socialization. Especially with the advent of social media, we shape our real selves to 
mirror what we see through media. This starts at birth through children’s media such as books and shows like Sesame Street and 
continues well into adulthood with social media platforms at our disposal constantly. The danger here is, is that we can not 
directly converse with the media that we shape our real lives around. Consequently, we often emerge with a warped sense of self 
and reality because of it.  

Essential Questions 
What provocative questions will foster inquiry, understanding, and 

transfer of learning? 

Enduring Understandings 
What will students understand about the big ideas? 

How do influences both internal and external shape and mold a 
person into becoming socialized in modern society? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How does the socialization process impact the way in which we see 
ourselves?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Who are we without society? 
 
 

The guiding question that the field of sociology tries to answer is 
why are we the way that we are? What causes us to have the 
behaviors, attitudes, interests, and relationships that we do? This 
unit focuses around learning how we learn our norms and seeks to 
understand how the things, people, and places aorund us have 
made us who we are. We specifically do a case study on the media: 
both children’s and social media to dive deeply in understanding 
the impact that these agents have on our development.  
 
Not only does socialization shape our external behaviors and 
characteristics, but socialization shapes how we see ourselves as 
well. The socialization process is all about developing the “self” 
and our “personality.” While this is a necessary process, many of 
us develop negative feelings and attitudes through socialization. 
There is a theory: The Looking Glass Self that states that we 
develop how we think about ourselves based on what we think 
others think about us. Notice how I did not say “based on what we 
know…” but what we think. So, this theory and the analysis 
behind it is an essential component to understanding who we are as 
a person and how we got here.  
 
Throughout this unit, we study the impact that we have on one 
another. The end of this unit focuses on the opposite of that. 
Looking at case studies of isolationism proves to students that we 
truly are important to one another. We all have an influence over 
one another, and there is no better understanding of that concept 



 
 
 

than looking at studies of people who did not have the necessary 
socialization to succeed.  

Areas of Focus: Proficiencies 
(Progress Indicators) 

Examples, Outcomes, Assessments 

Students will be engaged in the following content in this unit​:  
1. Agents of Socialization (2.3, 3.1, 3.2)  
2. Behaviors shaped through socialization (2.3, 3.1, 3.2)  
3. The Theory of the Looking Glass Self (3.2, 3.3) 
4. Children’s Media and Socialization (2.3, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4) 
5. Impact of Media on Socialization (2.3, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4) 
6. Isolationism (3.1, 3.3, 3.4)  

Instructional Focus:  
● Students will be able to define and discuss the role of 

socialization in shaping the way in which people interact 
with one another as well as how they have personally 
been shaped by the agents of socialization.  

● Students will be able to analyze and discuss the role and 
importance that environment has in shaping and molding 
one’s own self identity.  

● Students will be able to discuss and debate the reasons 
why and how children are socialized into behaving in 
American society through the media, especially, children’ 
media (books/Sesame Street)  

● Students will be able to determine and explain the various 
ways in which adolescents are impacted and influenced 
by the media in the process of socialization by researching 
and discussing the media’s social and psychological 
impact.  

● Students will be able to analyze and debate the 
importance of social interaction in human development by 
viewing the true case of Genie and discuss the correlation 
between human interaction and human development. 

 
Sample Assessments (formative): 

● Socialization ​scavenger hunt 
● Agents of socialization four corners activity  
● Isolationism case study​ analysis  
● The Looking Glass self ​activity  
● Whole class discussions  

 
Projects/Post Assessment (summative)  

● “How To” ​Books ​and ​debrief  
● Children’s Book ​analysis  
● Role of the media socratic seminar  
● Socialization quiz  

 
Instructional Strategies: 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

● English/Language Arts​ -- students will be analyzing 
children’s books in order to look for the explicit and 
implicit messages that are in this form of media. Students 
will also be engaging with current events articles to 
analyze the impact of media on young adult’s 
socialization.  

● Psychology ​-- students will be engaging with social 
psychological case studies in order to see the detrimental 
impacts of isolationism on human development. 

Technology Integration 
● Students will research using their ChromeBooks during 

the role of the media socratic seminar activity.  
● Students will use their ChromeBooks to reflect on their 

children’s books and submit their work on Google 
Classroom. 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=12jAUxdd2P60p_Bh7R3GlR4AeIksFocdhyuj2CYSnodU
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1KmOiqpUKrTElu_zCzDGm5KuNtjwmojYUVBql7yKq2zQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1UfdXN9oYMw84h4Afw-gJIaxd6szXjDlstHlc_1soTbc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1aVMiFnT0GxCvqtgYJzd_s8Hlyct7JKDTH5icskJg_H4
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1tAawqYQVrLZhhkb779L2ZeT-mU9Lbzq-Ve-Tg3rEmhE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1O2IldlMxdn5_cfEYjp3kft70gFdMqyE0V6sfB0F0k8k


● Students will create their how to books on Google 
Slides/Docs.  

● Students will take the summative unit assessment using 
Google Forms on their ChromeBook.  

● Outside of the class, the teacher will post all unit 
materials on Google Classroom as well as on their 
website to further use technology to support students.  

 
Media Literacy Integration 

● Throughout the unit students will be utilizing multiple 
forms of communication.Students are expected to use 
written communication in order to demonstrate their 
learning and thinking as well as present on their findings.  

● During socratic seminar discussions, not only are students 
expected to discuss their findings, but they are also given 
an opportunity to continue the conversation on an online 
platform provided to them on Google Classroom.  

● Research, reflection, and presentation are also essential 
skills that will be utilized throughout every lesson and 
assessment. 

●  The usage of reliable sources as well as ways in which to 
use technology to supplement, not replace learning is also 
highlighted in this unit of study.  

 
Global Perspectives  

● The purpose of studying socialization is to see how 
human behavior is shaped through experiences and 
surroundings. Looking at human behavior will help us to 
better understand the differences and eccentricities 
between us. Inherently, this will begin to tear down 
stereotypes and preconceived notions about people from 
varying cultures and hopefully, eliminate conflict among 
them.  

 

 
Supports for English Language Learners  

Sensory Supports  Graphic Supports  Interactive Supports  

Real life objects Charts  In pairs or partners  

Manipulatives Graphic Organizers  In triands or small groups  

Pictures  Tables  In a whole group  

Illustrations, diagrams & drawings Graphs  Using cooperative group  

Magazines & Newspapers  Timelines  Structures  

Physical activities  Number lines  With the Internet / Software  

Videos & Film   In the home language  

Broadcasts   With mentors  



 
Text and resources:  
Resources used in the class:  

● Socialization Crash Course ​video 
● Anna and Isabel case study ​reading  
● Genie case study video  
● Harry harlow’s experiment video  
● Dr. Tronick still face experiment  

 
Additional Resources For Teachers:  

● Socialization ​article  
● Theories of Socialization ​article  
● Agents of Socialization ​video  
● Examining Early Childhood Gender Socialization Through Children ’s Picture Books ​article  
● Young children’s picture-books as a forum for the socialization of emotion ​article 
● Children’s Books That Tackle Race and Ethnicity ​article 
● ‘Sesame Street’ fights gun-violence trauma in Chicago with the help of hometown hero Cookie Monster 

article  
● 7 Times ​Sesame Street​ Taught Kids About Real Life ​article  
● How Social Isolation is Killing Us ​article  
● Isabelle: The case of extreme isolationism ​article  
● Starved, tortured, forgotten: Genie, the feral child who left a mark on researchers ​article  
● Media and Reality ​activity  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Models & Figures    

Intervention Strategies  
 

Accomodations  Interventions Modifications 

Allow for verbal responses  Multi-sensory techniques  Modified tasks/expectations  

Repeat/confirm directions Increase task structure (e.g. directions, 
checks for understanding, feedback 

Differentiated materials  

Permit response provided via computer or 
electronic device  

Increase opportunities to engage in active 
academic responding  

Individualized assessment tools based on 
student need  

Audio Books  Utilize pre reading strategies and  activities 
previews, anticipatory guides, and 
semantic mapping  

Modified assessment grading  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K-RvJQxqVQc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B1xokDaUDqVeTm1CZ21fVHZfZ3M
https://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/savvy/introtosociology/Documents/PersellSocializationReading37.htm
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/boundless-sociology/chapter/theories-of-socialization/
https://study.com/academy/lesson/agents-of-socialization-family-schools-peers-and-media.html
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/0b96/4487f4b20c74ead5a030dc72622b42f5c0e6.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1476718X18775760
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/09/22/books/23racebooks.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles/ct-life-sesame-street-childhood-trauma-tt-0627-20190627-lszul2myw5ez7bvrs25ztfd7ai-story.html
http://mentalfloss.com/article/585908/what-sesame-street-taught-kids-about-real-life
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/22/upshot/how-social-isolation-is-killing-us.html
https://www.edubloxtutor.com/isabelle-isolation/
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2016/jul/14/genie-feral-child-los-angeles-researchers
https://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/savvy/introtosociology/StudentResources/Exercise%20Resources/ExTVMedReality28.html


Unit 3: Vocabulary, People, and Theories  
 

Vocabulary  
Socialization  
Agents of Socialization (family, media, school, peers)  
Gender Socialization  
Cultural Socialization  
Anticipatory Socialization  
The Hidden Curriculum  
Isolationism  
Total Institutions  
Desocialization  
Resocialization  
 
People  
Charles Cooley  
Dr. Tronick’s isolation experient  
Harry Harlow 
The case study of Anna and Isabel  
Genie  
 
Theories  
The Looking Glass Self  
Isolationism  
Nature vs. Nurture 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit 4: Culture  
National Standards for Sociology  

2.1 ​Students will describe the components of culture. 
➔ 2.1.1 Nonmaterial culture, including norms and values 2.1.2 Material culture 2.1.3 Subcultures 

2.2​ Students will analyze how culture influences individuals, including themselves. 
➔ 2.2.1 Ethnocentrism 2.2.2 Cultural relativity 2.2.3 Culture shock 2.2.4 American values 

2.4​ Students will assess how social institutions and cultures change and evolve. 
➔ 2.4.1 Shifting historical context such as: industrial revolution, urbanization, globalization, the internet age 2.4.2 Countercultures 

2.4.3 Social movements 

Big Ideas: (​Unit Objectives / Content Statement(s)  
1. The culture in which we have been born into has a profound impact on who we are as a person. What we value, how we speak, 

who we interact with, and the opportunities we have/do not have all stem from the culture in which we were raised in.  
2. Just because you were born into a particular environment does not mean you will automatically fit in. Individuals can get pushed 

out for even perceived deviance. What happens to these individuals who get pushed out? What caused them to get pushed out? 
And what happens to them as a result of getting pushed out of their culture?  

3. We are beholden to our social norms. Whether we are conscious of it or not, we behave the way that we do because we are either 
looking to get rewarded for adhering to or avoiding getting punished for going against the social norm. However, many of us do 
not break norms consciously. We may break norms for simply who we are -- a particular race, sexual orientation, gender, 
nationality, and even the language we speak can cause us to break a given culture’s social norms. This then in turn causes people 
to either have opportunities or have their opportunities taken away.  

4. Cultural values causing conflict among people within and without cultures. We may feel ethnocentric towards our own beliefs 
and values or xenocentric towards our own beliefs or values. These values are what we in a particular culture strive the most to 
uphold, and if someone goes against your and your culture’s values, then these individuals are often pushed out of the 
mainstream culture as a result.  

Essential Questions 
What provocative questions will foster inquiry, understanding, and 

transfer of learning? 

Enduring Understandings 
What will students understand about the big ideas? 

Where do social norms originate and how to they both give and 
take away opportunities from individuals in a given culture?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What causes people to act deviantly and how does society respond 
to that deviance?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How can we as global citizens evaluate cultures, norms, and 
practices without judgement or bias to alleviate conflict?  

The focus of this unit is to uncover why and how we adhere to 
social norms. Plain and simple, social norms are a product of us 
wanting to make sure our cultural values are upheld. For example, 
in America we vote to uphold our values of democracy. Why do 
we get annoyed when someone pays with all change in line? 
Because we value our time. The fact that norms uphold our values 
is the main reason why most people get offended and conflict 
ensues. We have seen this throughout American history as we 
constantly seek to define who is American and who is not, who 
gets rights and who does not, who has opportunities and who does 
not. The problem with this strict protocol of adhering to social 
norms is that for those who do not follow this code of conduct, 
they are pushed out of the mainstream culture and as a result, 
opportunities are then taken from them.  
 
The root of most cultural conflicts is the idea of perceived 
deviance. We may not be conscious about the norms we uphold 
and we are even less conscious of the norms we are breaking. 
Breaking norms are not simply the by-product of ignorance. You 
can and do break norms for being who you are -- your race, class, 
gender, sexual orientation, religion, language, national origin, and 
many other statuses that are ascribed to us from birth. As described 
earlier, thi then in turn causes people to have opportunities, rights, 
and successes taken away from them.  
 
In order to begin to alleviate the aforementioned conflict and 
stripping of rights and opportunities from people, Sociology offers 
principles and theories to help us better understand cultural 



 
 
 

differences. The theory of cultural relativism asks us to evaluate 
cultures not based on our own values, but based on their values and 
norms. Likewise, using cultural universals allows us to evaluate 
global cultures from an unbiased perspective. Since Sociologists 
strive to find a cure for current social problems, then better 
understanding people for who they are and how they have been 
shaped by their culture is one way to begin to eradicate cultural 
and social conflict in the long term.  

Areas of Focus: Proficiencies 
(Progress Indicators) 

Examples, Outcomes, Assessments 

Students will be engaged in the following content in this unit​:  
1. What is culture (2.1)  
2. The Miniature Earth Project  (2.1)  
3. The theory of Cultural Relativism (2.2) 
4. The social construction of Deviance (2.2)  
5. Cultural universals project using archives from the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art (2.2, 2.3)  
6. Countercultures, Subcultures, and Cults (2.2, 2.3)  

Instructional Focus:  
● Students will be able to examine the important role of 

culture on their lives and discover the way in which it 
shapes the way in which people interact with one another.  

● Through a discovery activity, students will analyze how 
cultures around the world live as well as become 
acquainted with the practices and values of cultures 
globally.  

● Students will be able to analyze the external factors that 
cause individuals and groups to become deviant and 
evaluate how society responds to deviance through doing 
fieldwork of their own.  

● Students will be able to able to examine the role and 
argue the importance of the theory of cultural relativism 
to better our understanding of the differences and 
similarities between cultures.  

● Students will be able to examine how various cultures are 
both similar and different using varying cultural 
universals as a measuring stick for evaluation.  

● Students will be able to determine what factors push 
individuals to form countercultures and subcultures and 
how society reacts to their existence through research, 
analysis, and discussion.  

 
Sample Assessments (formative):  

● The culture iceberg  
● Culture four corners activity  
● The Miniature Earth Project ​activity  
● What is deviance activity  
● ingroups/outgroups activity  
● Cults ​mind mapping  

 
Projects/Post Assessment (summative)  

● Culture of Summit High School ​activity  
● Breaking a Social Norm​ project​ and ​reflection  
● Breaking a Social Norm socratic seminar  
● Cultural Universals project and  ​reflection 
● Cultural Universals socratic seminar  
● Culture quiz  

 
Instructional Strategies: 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

● Geography​ -- students will be engaging with the 
miniature earth project which sets out to reveal students 
implicit biases toward geography and global cultures such 
as the types of languages spoken, religions practices, and 
population sizes.  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=10FgC66SUcGtdrx7vWiPTuefQWd_2mdHDO9_9OhCmrpM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1-czxW58qglaNBFl3qZUdqjOKKHmGXw_LWn6Z3sguygY
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1oG_i_1qSQBtrujwDmUJLGMu1vExeKiyr_LzHg4FMI78
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LWCSyKCUXXmUir0Ho_gVu_c4_SA7lbiVsHb6fd93Et4
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1WcxRKFGjCddSSUX-AYMytcjgX9DaQeGkntxLDmZKqlU
https://drive.google.com/open?id=13kSpVZzMQssd32AoaUucHnZGzaRrEXdxPEYDYFHKy0Y
https://drive.google.com/open?id=199DCNgvL_wAvIOKflyBoAU5Ocv-Nbpu-W1IMg6qIbc8


● United States History​ -- Students will be analyzing and 
engaging with the Jonestown case study. Students will be 
evaluating this horrid event in American history through 
the lens of how he tapped into people who desperate and 
discriminated against during the 1960s and 1970s in 
American society  in order to carry out his cult.  

● Visual Arts​ -- students will be applying the concept of 
cultural universals in order to compare cultural values and 
practices through using ancient and modern artifacts from 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art.  

 
Technology Integration 

● Students will research using their ChromeBooks during 
the cultural universals analysis project.  

● Students will use their ChromeBooks to reflect on their 
experiences during the Breaking a Social Norm activity. .  

● Students will take the summative unit assessment using 
Google Forms on their ChromeBook.  

● Outside of the class, the teacher will post all unit 
materials on Google Classroom as well as on their 
website to further use technology to support students.  

 
Media Literacy Integration 

● Throughout the unit students will be utilizing multiple 
forms of communication.Students are expected to use 
written communication in order to demonstrate their 
learning and thinking as well as present on their findings.  

● During socratic seminar discussions, not only are students 
expected to discuss their findings, but they are also given 
an opportunity to continue the conversation on an online 
platform provided to them on Google Classroom.  

● Research, reflection, and presentation are also essential 
skills that will be utilized throughout every lesson and 
assessment. 

●  The usage of reliable sources as well as ways in which to 
use technology to supplement, not replace learning is also 
highlighted in this unit of study.  

 
Global Perspectives  

● This unit is the epitome of stressing the importance of 
using sociological theories and principles to better 
understand global cultures. Throughout the unit we will 
be looking at ways in which to check our own biases in 
order to alleviate cultural conflicts that arise due to the 
perception that what is different is inherently wrong.  

 

 
Supports for English Language Learners  

Sensory Supports  Graphic Supports  Interactive Supports  

Real life objects Charts  In pairs or partners  

Manipulatives Graphic Organizers  In triands or small groups  



 
Text and resources:  
Resources used in the class :  

● Culture ​crash course​ (symbols, values and norms)  
● Countercultures and subcultures ​crash course  
● Miniature earth project statistics and video 
● Twilight Zone ​Eye of the Beholder​ Video  
● Body Rituals Among the Nacirema ​article  
● Metropolitan museum of art website  
● Jonestown case study  

 
Additional Resources for Teachers:  

● Violating social norms ​reading  
● Intro to teaching Culture ​article  
● Culture in Action ​article  
● Deviance and conformity ​activity  
● Causes and consequences of Social Change ​article  
● Theories of Social Change​ article  

 
 
 

 

 

Pictures  Tables  In a whole group  

Illustrations, diagrams & drawings Graphs  Using cooperative group  

Magazines & Newspapers  Timelines  Structures  

Physical activities  Number lines  With the Internet / Software  

Videos & Film   In the home language  

Broadcasts   With mentors  

Models & Figures    

Intervention Strategies  
 

Accomodations  Interventions Modifications 

Allow for verbal responses  Multi-sensory techniques  Modified tasks/expectations  

Repeat/confirm directions Increase task structure (e.g. directions, 
checks for understanding, feedback 

Differentiated materials  

Permit response provided via computer or 
electronic device  

Increase opportunities to engage in active 
academic responding  

Individualized assessment tools based on 
student need  

Audio Books  Utilize pre reading strategies and  activities 
previews, anticipatory guides, and 
semantic mapping  

Modified assessment grading  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kGrVhM_Gi8k&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMJ-AfB_7J1538YKWkZAnGA&index=11&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RV50AV7-Iwc&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMJ-AfB_7J1538YKWkZAnGA&index=12
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1gSuQ_eerCS_VdMHQBh0ifd39fWpm6Bwj6zbhbrO9NBA
https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10007392
https://thesocietypages.org/toolbox/social-norms-cellphones/
https://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/savvy/introtosociology/TeacherResources/IMForUnitIII.html
https://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/savvy/introtosociology/Documents/ASRSwidler1986.pdf
https://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/savvy/introtosociology/StudentResources/Exercise%20Resources/ExDevianceThry85.html
https://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/savvy/introtosociology/StudentResources/Exercise%20Resources/ExCausesConseqSocChange119.html
https://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/savvy/introtosociology/StudentResources/Exercise%20Resources/ExTheoriesSocChange120.html


Unit 4: Vocabulary and Theories  
 
Vocabulary  

● Culture  
● Material culture  
● Non-Material culture  
● Language  
● Symbols  
● Values  
● Social norms  
● More 
● Folkway  
● Deviance  
● Positive Deviance  
● Negative Deviance  
● Positive Sanction  
● Negative Sanction  
● Structural Strain Theory  
● Conflict Theory  
● Functionalist Theory  
● Labeling Theory  
● Cultural Universals  
● Mainstream Culture  
● Ethnocentrism  
● Xenocentrism  
● Countercultures  
● Subcultures  
● Cults  

 
Theories  

● Multiculturalism  
● Cultural relativism  
● Groupthink  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unit 5: Race, Class, and Gender Socialization 
National Standards for Sociology  

4.1​ Students will identify common patterns of social inequality. 
➔ 4.1.1 Privilege 4.1.2 Power 4.1.3 Racial and ethnic inequality 4.1.4 Class inequality 4.1.5 Gender inequality 

4.2 ​Students will analyze the effects of social inequality on groups and individuals 
➔ 4.2.1 Life chances 4.2.2 Social problems 4.2.3 Inter- and intra-group conflict 

4.3​ Students will explain the relationship between social institutions and inequality. 
➔ 4.3.1 Distribution of power through social institutions 4.3.2 Potential of institutions to produce, reinforce, or challenge inequality 

4.4 ​Students will assess responses to social inequality. 
➔ 4.4.1 Individual responses to inequality 4.4.2 Group responses to inequality such as social movements 4.4.3 Social policy 

responses to inequality 

Big Ideas: (​Unit Objectives / Content Statement(s)  
● Racism, classism, sexism, ageism, heterosexism, and any other form of prejudice and/or discrimination are not inhereted -- they 

are a man made construction. These are learned behaviors and if we want to end these forms of prejudice to cease to exist, then 
we need to learn where they come from and seek to combat the negative stereotypes and images that fuel these forms of hatred 
through education and representation.  

● Prejudicial thought turns into discriminatory action. Current social inequities exist because governments, municipalities, 
individuals, and groups are acting upon their long held biases.  

● A problem with combating current inequities and glass ceilings is that most of them are widely executed and propped up through 
implicit bias. We must work to call out our implicit biases if we want to combat these inequities from staying a functionalist part 
of our society.  

● Many of these stereotypes and biases toward various races, social classes, and genders are still pervasive because there is a lack 
of representation of people who do not fit into these stereotypical images. You can not be what you can not see, and if we do not 
see that there is any other option for us, then most of us adhere to stereotypes because that is what we are most exposed to.  

● This whole unit of study is the conglomeration of every theory and concept that we have studied up until this point. In this unit 
we seek to analyze how the other becomes the other, and how the other is treated. The othering of varius groups such as black, 
gay, poor, muslim, Americans is at the root of current social inequities. While this othering is a problem for many many reasons, 
perhaps the largest social ill caused from this is the fact that relying on stereotypes then translates into a lack of opportunity for 
these discriminated against groups.This is the reason why we currently have a large gap between the haves and the have-nots.  

Essential Questions 
What provocative questions will foster inquiry, understanding, and 

transfer of learning? 

Enduring Understandings 
What will students understand about the big ideas? 

How are the concepts of race, class, and gender socially 
constructed, and why do they continue to be a functionalist part of 
our society.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Where do biases originate? How do biases shape and change our 
perspective of people, the world around us and ourselves?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Expriments like the Brown Eyed/Blue Eyed test show us that 
racism and discrimination are learned behaviors. These “isims” 
continue to exist for a variety of factors, but their origins can be 
traced to Freud’s theory of the “id.” If our personal safety and 
security is threatened in any way, we react because it is our most 
primal instinct to do so. This unit seeks to not only analyze the 
origins of prejudice and discrintion, but begin to strip away the 
stereotypes of groups/individuals who are discriminated against so 
that these man made creations can cease to hurt those who have 
been othered by them.  
 
 
Not only are students learning why these constructs are created, 
but they are also learning why they are as well. Through analyzing 
varying forms of media, students will analyze and argue how the 
world around them  has socialized them into varying “isims.” 
There is perhaps no greater example of how scilization distorts the 
way in which we perceive others and ourselves than the Doll Test. 
This experiment revealed that due to the pervasive archetypical 
and stereotypical images and words we have been exposed to about 
groups that have been “othered” we implicitly have bought into 
these labels. During this experiment, even black children believed 
that the black doll was bad and the white doll was good. This is the 



 
 
 
 
 
 
How are the strict social constructions of race, class, and gender 
linked to systemic social inequities present in American society 
today and the formation of current ingroups and outgroups?  
 

reason why stereotype and labeling are not only important to learn, 
but even more important to eradicate.  
 
 
At the heart of sociology lies the question -- how are individuals 
and groups being impacted by current social constructs. The 
emphasis of this last section is not on theory, but on the people 
who are impacted by what we studied previously in the semester. 
This unit focuses on the fact that those who have been “othered” 
have for one reason or another (or multiple) broken social norms 
and values. Therefore, because of their ascribed discretion, their 
opportunities and rights have been taken away. How individuals 
and groups have been historically and currently impacted by this, 
and why this othering continues is the central crux of this unit on 
race, class, and gender socialization.  

 Areas of Focus: Proficiencies 
(Progress Indicators) 

Examples, Outcomes, Assessments 

Students will be engaged in the following content in this unit​:  
1. Racial discrimination/prejudice (4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4)  
2. Social Stratification (4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4)  
3. Social inequities (4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4)  
4. Gender Socialization (4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4)  
5. Biological differences between men/women (4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 

4.4)  
6. Case study on masculinity in America (4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4)  

 

Instructional Focus:  
● During the course of a lesson on race and discrimination 

in context of communities, students will analyze and 
discuss how prejudice impacts and shapes the 
opportunities of members of the community in which they 
live.  

● Students will be able to determine how and why social 
hierarchies are created and and argue the current function 
that social hierarchies play in current social inequities 
today.  

● Students will be able to research and discuss current 
social inequities facing Americans and apply sociological 
concepts to better understand why they are occurring.  

● Students will be able to define and analyze the ways in 
which family, school, peers, and the media influence 
people  into accepting and adhering to ideals for both 
males and females.  

● Students will be able to discuss the biological differences 
between and analyze how that then translates into the 
socialization of hypermasculinity and hyperfemininity.  

● Through a case study of modern masculinity, students 
will be able to analyze and argue how those who do not 
adhere to strict gender norms are negatively impacted 
socially, emotionally, and physically as a result.  

 
Sample Assessments (formative):  

● Life Happens ​Game ​and ​debrief  
● Gender socialization skits ​discovery activity 
● Gender Socialization ​scavenger hunt  
● Brown Eyed/Blue Eyed case study analysis  
● Social stratification four corners activity  

 
Projects/Post Assessment (summative) 

● Social inequities research and socratic seminar  
● Class divide socratic seminar  
● Gender Socialization ​socratic seminar  
● Race, Class, and Gender quiz  

 
Instructional Strategies: 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=12ZqWObpeKThmZyiJiRGpolsgyliOc4_8
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1iwD75jgjiEN4p2G82PonVSFhLvd_vNk1UXTdCAbfbDc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=15a-EmsDWkfljdPK9CNXxkLA3pHgc3n6pq_485rQ2LSA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1TR2UwUlmXnH_1q_1qLgIRXTMUxoMPYyQYgbKzPW_2as
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Tb4w4er3henh5VebSHdeNDgHRko5xeQygBhwj54fLz0


● Biological Science -- ​students will be engaging with the 
biological differences between men and women in order 
to see how these sight differences have been exploited 
into hyper masculinity and femininity. 

● English/Language Arts ​-- students will be analyzing 
current events articles on social inequities.  

● History ​-- students will be analyzing historical examples 
of racism,classism, and sexism.  

 
Technology Integration 

● Students will research using their ChromeBooks during 
the gender socialization scavenger hunt activity analysis 
project.  

● Students will take the summative unit assessment using 
Google Forms on their ChromeBook.  

● Outside of the class, the teacher will post all unit 
materials on Google Classroom as well as on their 
website to further use technology to support students.  

 
Media Literacy Integration 

● Throughout the unit students will be utilizing multiple 
forms of communication.Students are expected to use 
written communication in order to demonstrate their 
learning and thinking as well as present on their findings.  

● During socratic seminar discussions, not only are students 
expected to discuss their findings, but they are also given 
an opportunity to continue the conversation on an online 
platform provided to them on Google Classroom.  

● Research, reflection, and presentation are also essential 
skills that will be utilized throughout every lesson and 
assessment. 

●  The usage of reliable sources as well as ways in which to 
use technology to supplement, not replace learning is also 
highlighted in this unit of study.  

 
Global Perspectives  

● Throughout this unit, we will be analyzing how race, 
prejudice, classism, and sexism specifically are not only 
american constructs and problems. The way in which this 
global connection is most explicit is during our gender 
conversation in which we start this discussion by 
analyzing how global cultures socialize their men into 
behaving in a similar way. 
  

 

 
Supports for English Language Learners  

Sensory Supports  Graphic Supports  Interactive Supports  

Real life objects Charts  In pairs or partners  

Manipulatives Graphic Organizers  In triands or small groups  



 
Text and resources:  
Resources used in the class:  

● Brown Eyed/Blue eyed ​experiment  
● Doll Test ​experiment  
● Life Happens Game  
● Documentary -- ​Class Divide  
● Is Anatomy Destiny ​TedTalk  
● Documentary -- ​The Mask You Live In  
● The many ways society makes a man --​ National Geographic article  
● Kids respond to gender norms -- National Geographic ​video  
● David Peter Reimer ​case study  

 
Additional Resources for Teachers: 

● Police involved shooting​ statistics  
● Social construction of race ​Reading  
● Mass Incarceration ​Reading  
● Racial Profiling ​Reading  
● Race in America ​Reading  
● Kerry Washington and Aziz Ansari Trade Racist Casting Horror Stories​ ​video/article  
● A Path to Mobility ​reading 
● Minimum Wage ​reading 
● Inequality in the United States ​reading 
● Income Inequality in the United States ​reading  
● Why are cities still so segregated ​video 
● What is Privilege ​video   

 

 

Pictures  Tables  In a whole group  

Illustrations, diagrams & drawings Graphs  Using cooperative group  

Magazines & Newspapers  Timelines  Structures  

Physical activities  Number lines  With the Internet / Software  

Videos & Film   In the home language  

Broadcasts   With mentors  

Models & Figures    

Intervention Strategies  
 

Accomodations  Interventions Modifications 

Allow for verbal responses  Multi-sensory techniques  Modified tasks/expectations  

Repeat/confirm directions Increase task structure (e.g. directions, 
checks for understanding, feedback 

Differentiated materials  

Permit response provided via computer or 
electronic device  

Increase opportunities to engage in active 
academic responding  

Individualized assessment tools based on 
student need  

Audio Books  Utilize pre reading strategies and  activities 
previews, anticipatory guides, and 
semantic mapping  

Modified assessment grading  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ZOwCt_I8TlSndvbeMkHOTuK4u-ByK-UD
https://drive.google.com/open?id=13of9YumJpLnnqMnLH_eahd10oDrCA1YO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=59-Rn1_kWAA&t=537s
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/2017/01/how-rites-of-passage-shape-masculinity-gender/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1bYGLj296Lw8my99xoDh1gjWRuvlajB-i
https://www.bbc.co.uk/science/horizon/2000/boyturnedgirl.shtml
https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10007392
https://thesocietypages.org/toolbox/police-killing-of-blacks/
https://thesocietypages.org/toolbox/social-construction-of-race/
https://thesocietypages.org/toolbox/mass-incarceration/
https://thesocietypages.org/toolbox/racial-profiling-can-black-people-afford/
https://thesocietypages.org/toolbox/race_in_america_historical_context/
https://www.colorlines.com/articles/watch-kerry-washington-and-aziz-ansari-trade-racist-casting-horror-stories
https://thesocietypages.org/toolbox/a-path-to-mobility-how-universities-maintain-the-class-structure/
https://thesocietypages.org/toolbox/minimum-wage/
https://thesocietypages.org/toolbox/inequality-in-america-reality/
https://thesocietypages.org/toolbox/income-inequality-is-real/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1n-Mc9XHdubaTENeet74jFbKph7ki3-gM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=14WH7jj8s4jiuaij1hOHh9Zx6GYz6NmeT


● APA issues first-ever guidelines for practice with men and boys ​article  
● Socioopoly ​game  
● The sociological uses of musical chairs ​game  
● Income inequality (the brownies) ​game  
● Knowledge of the hidden rules of social class ​activity 
● Changing the meaning of race ​reading 
● Coin toss to explore social inequality ​activity 

  
Unit 5: Vocabulary and People 

 
Vocabulary  
Minority populations 
Majority populations  
Discrimination  
Prejudice  
Fair-Weather Liberal  
All-Weather Liberal  
Timid Bigot  
Active Bigot  
Heretosexism  
Classism  
Ageism  
Ableism  
Institutional Discrimination  
De-Facto Segregation  
De Jure Segregation  
Social Stratification  
Ascribed Status  
Achieved Status  
Social Mobility 
Open System  
Closed System  
Glass Ceiling  
Horizontal Mobility 
Vertical Mobility  
Intergenerational Mobility  
Equality  
Equity  
Privilege  
Gentrification  
Sex 
Gender  
Gender Identity  
Gender Expression  
Biological Sex  
Sexual Orientation  
Masculinity (hypermasculinity)  
Femininity (hyperfemininity)  
 
People 
Robert K. Merton  
Max Weber (wealth, power, prestige and status) 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1FXHV_vvkJKLFwODiUKNUJYzmFOhaTari
https://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/savvy/introtosociology/Documents/TSJessup2001.pdf
https://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/savvy/introtosociology/Documents/TSTakata1997.pdf
https://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/savvy/introtosociology/TeacherResources/IMForWealthInequalityBrowniesExercise.html
https://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/savvy/introtosociology/StudentResources/Exercise%20Resources/ExHiddenRulesofSocClass.html
https://www.nap.edu/read/9599/chapter/1#pagetop
https://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/savvy/introtosociology/StudentResources/Simulations/SimulaCoinToss59on032408.html


Addendum -- Overall Resources for Sociology 
Teachers:  

 
 
Links/Websites/Blogs  

● Intrososcite: Introduction to Sociology  
● NYU goals for teaching ​Sociology  
● Curriculum ​guide  
● Exercises and resources by unit​ website  
● American Sociological Association ​guide to teaching Sociology  
● Teaching Sociology -- Tools to start a new semester​ articles  
● The Society Pages -- collection of ​articles  
● Sociology Source -- collection of ​articles by unit  
● Glossary​ of sociological terms  
●  

 
 
Books:  

● Down to Earth Sociology​ by ​James M. Henslin 
● Intro to Sociology -- textbook (​PDF here​)  
● Teaching Sociology Successfully​ by Andrew Jones  

 
 

Curricular Addendum 
 

Career-Ready Practices 
CRP1​: Act as a responsible and contributing citizen 
and employee.  
CRP2​: Apply appropriate academic and technical 
skills.  
CRP3​: Attend to personal health and financial 
well-being.  
CRP4​: Communicate clearly and effectively and with 
reason.  
CRP5​: Consider the environmental, social and 
economic impacts of decisions.  
CRP6​: Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
CRP7​: Employ valid and reliable research strategies.  
CRP8​: Utilize critical thinking to make sense of 
problems and persevere in solving them.  
CRP9​: Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective 
management.  
CRP10​: Plan education and career paths aligned to 
personal goals.  
CRP11​:. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
CRP12​: Work productively in teams while using 
cultural global competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
● Close Reading of works of art, music lyrics, 

videos, and advertisements 
● Use ​Standards for Mathematical Practice 

and ​Cross-Cutting Concepts​ in science to 
support debate/inquiry across thinking 
processes 

 
Technology Integration 
Ongoing: 

● Listen to books on CDs, Playaways, videos, 
or podcasts if available. 

● Use document camera or overhead 
projector for shared reading of texts. 

 
   ​Other: 

● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or 
SmartBoard Notebook software to write 
the words from their word sorts. 

● Use available technology to create 
concept maps of unit learning. 

https://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/savvy/introtosociology/TeacherResources/ContentsForTeaResources.html
http://www.nyu.edu/classes/persell/aIntroNSF/Documents/CurriculumIntroSoc032709.html
http://www.nyu.edu/classes/persell/aIntroNSF/TeacherResources/RelevantResourceTable.html
https://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/savvy/introtosociology/TeacherResources/RelevantResourceTable.html
https://www.asanet.org/research-and-publications/journals/teaching-sociology
https://thesocietypages.org/toolbox/sociology-teaching-tools/
https://thesocietypages.org/
https://thesocietypages.org/sociologysource/
https://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/savvy/introtosociology/Documents/Glossary.html
https://openstax.org/details/introduction-sociology-2e
https://www.google.com/search?q=standards+for+mathematical+practice&safe=active&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwioyYblvuLaAhXoSt8KHfjRDaAQ_AUICigB&biw=1440&bih=826#imgrc=cYtjLR-CYJNstM:
http://ngss.nsta.org/CrosscuttingConceptsFull.aspx


 
 

Instructional Strategies: 
Supports for English Language Learners: 

 
from ​https://wida.wisc.edu 

 

Media Literacy Integration 
● Use multiple forms of print media 

(including books, 
illustrations/photographs/artwork, video 
clips, commercials, podcasts, audiobooks, 
Playaways, newspapers, magazines) to 
practice reading and comprehension skills. 

 
Global Perspectives 

● The Global Learning Resource Library 
 
Differentiation Strategies: 

 

Accommodations  Interventions  Modifications 

Allow for verbal 
responses  

Multi-sensory 
techniques 

Modified tasks/ 
expectations 

Repeat/confirm 
directions  

Increase task 
structure (e.g., 
directions, checks 
for understanding, 
feedback) 

Differentiated 
materials 

Permit response 
provided via 
computer or 
electronic device 

Increase 
opportunities to 
engage in active 
academic 
responding (e.g., 
writing, reading 
aloud, answering 
questions in class) 

Individualized 
assessment tools 
based on student 
need 

Audio Books  Utilize prereading 
strategies and 
activities: previews, 
anticipatory guides, 
and semantic 
mapping 

Modified 
assessment 
grading 

https://wida.wisc.edu/
http://globallearning.ascd.org/lp/editions/global-continuum/resources.html

