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How many are in each 
jar or image?



#1: The Simpsons



#2: Pennies

Total Pennies: 224



#3: Beads

Total Beads: 
707



#4: Gumdrops

Total Gumdrops:  82



What are some reasons why scientists might want to
count populations?



Sample Count: Count sections of the 
population and use math to estimate total 
population.



Total Count: Counting all individuals in a 
population.



Read Background & Complete Chart - 10 minutes

Write your group 
responses/ideas here.  Be 

prepared to share.



The Great Elephant Census



Materials for the lab:

Counting sheet, 
worksheet, ruler, split peas
(these are our elephants)





How will we count our elephants?
Would you count or not count the 

circled elephants?  Why?

How many elephants would you 
count in this transect?



Count your elephants!

Record your data.



Class Data:

Total area for our 
class: 


