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A tale of two schools....

School A

Population Served: Title 1, 95% FRL, 90% 
Hispanic and Latino, I personally worked with 
the 6th-8th grade SPED and ELL populations 
teaching Reading, Writing, and English 
Language Development.

School Type: Charter in an urban district. 

School Curriculum: Required to use the 6th 
grade Reading Street Curriculum “with fidelity”, 
and 7th and 8th grade Collections Curriculum 
“with fidelity”; MAPS testing required 3 times a 
year. 

Student engagement: Student engagement 
dramatically increased when implementing 
PBL’s that involved the community in some way.

School B

Population Served: >3% FRL, 80% Caucasian,
the school seeks to serve gifted students who 
would benefit from a creative, collaborative and 
less traditional educational environment.  I 
personally work with the 7th-8th graders. I have 
taught ELA, Math, and Science at this school. 

School Type: Charter in a suburban district. 

School Curriculum: No Curriculum is provided 
besides a curriculum map and grade level 
standards. Teachers are asked to implement 
PBL’s. MAPS testing required 3 times a year. 

Student engagement: Student engagement 
dramatically increased when implementing 
PBL’s that involved the community in some way.





What role does community play in the classroom?
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How to build authentic learning 
experiences:

❏ PBL’s
❏ Planning
❏ Talk to 

EVERYONE
❏ Cross Curricular 

Collaboration
❏ Be Flexible
❏ Rubrics 
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ask the 
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In this Project Based Learning 
opportunity students created 
cardboard replica suitcases 
that WWII refugees would have
carried.

● We hosted a WWII 
suitcase museum and 
invited parents and 
students at our school to 
come to it. 

● Students had their 
interactive suitcases on 
display for guests to 
interact with.

● Students also worked 
collaboratively as a class 
to create a podcast with 
information about WWII 
that played as guests 
walked around. 



Math Problem Based 
Learning



20 Time Projects
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● Through the Holocaust Awareness & Education Museum we skyped with a WWII Survivor
● We skyped with a park ranger at Yellowstone National Park
● Skyped with a local author

https://education.microsoft.com/skype-in-the-classroom/overview
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Our class hosted a speaker from the African Community 
Center of Denver--one of two refugee resettlement agencies in 
Denver--we learned about the current refugee crisis and laws. 
This year our students will be volunteering helping to set-up a 
refugees first home.



Through a students
connection we 
were able to invite 
Dr. Mikki into our 
classrooms to talk 
about her work as 
a shark marine 
biologist. Students 
loved this 
presentation!



We collaborated with the great folks at the Aurora History 
Museum to have our students take over city hall for the day in 
order to learn about enacting laws at the local level. We also 
visited the history museum. 



The Colorado Lawyers Committee provided us 
16 practicing lawyers over 4 days to teach our 
students about Colorado's Hate Crimes laws and
host a mock trial with the students. This was one
of the most impactful learning experiences for 
my students. 



Start looking at the DPCC website around January. School 
groups can apply to attend the COMIX at DPCC. Teachers can 
also apply for the Educators Day Pass. 



Access to my Google Drive of Resources: 

https://bit.ly/34a3oi1

https://bit.ly/34a3oi1







