
Preparing a Colonial Billboard

Our group’s colony is: __________________________

Work with your group to create a billboard that encourages others to settle in 
your colony. Follow the steps below. When you complete each step, have a 
teacher initial it before you move to the next step.

Historian- You will lead the group in Step 1 to make sure that everyone 
understands the key historical information about your colony. 

Advertiser- You will lead the group in Step 2 to create a slogan and catchy 
statements that show your colony’s outstanding features. 

Graphic Artist- You will lead the group during Step 3 to create striking visuals that 
show key features of your colony on the billboard.

Salesperson- You will lead the group in Step 4 to create a memorable sales 
presentation to try to persuade others to settle in your colony.

 If your group only has three members, one person will take the role of the 
advertiser and salesperson.

________Step 1 : Learn about your colony. Take turns reading about your colony.
When you finish reading, the Historian should make sure everyone in the group 



understands the key features of that colony’s geography, economy, government, 
and the reasons for being founded.

________Step 2: Write a slogan and catchy statements for your billboard. Your 
billboard must contain a slogan that summarizes your colony’s most outstanding 
feature. For example, for the colony of Virginia, your group might write: Make 
your dreams come true in the fertile soil of Virginia! This slogan identifies one of 
Virginia’s outstanding features: the availability of rich soil for farming. It also tries 
to persuade people to move to Virginia by suggesting that they could become 
wealthy there. After you have brainstormed some ideas, the Advertiser should 
write your group’s slogan below.

Slogan:

Your billboard must also contain three catchy statements that describe other 
qualities of your colony, such as its geography or job opportunities. After you 
have brainstormed some ideas, the Advertiser should write the three catchy 
statements below. 

Catchy statement 1:

Catchy statement 2:

Catchy statement 3:



________Step 3: Sketch visuals for your billboard. Your billboard must contain at 
least four visuals that reinforce the ideas in your slogan and catchy statements. 
Your visuals should be simple and striking so that they can be easily seen from a 
distance. After you have brainstormed some ideas, the Graphic Artist should 
quickly sketch the four visuals in the space below.

________Step 4: Brainstorm ideas for a sales presentation. You will have one 
minute to present your billboard to the rest of the class.  Make the presentation 
educational and entertaining. Use memorable sales gimmicks, such as distributing
coupons, singing a musical jingle, or showing props. In the space below, the 
Salesperson should list any ideas for the presentation. 



______Step 5: Create your billboard. Work together to complete the billboard on
poster paper. Add creative touches, such as decorative boarder and extra visuals 
to make your billboard visually appealing. All groups members should contribute 
to the poster. Group members should also get any additional materials ready that 
are needed for the sales presentation.

_______Step 6: Rehearse the presentation. Make sure that is easy to follow, 
interesting to watch, and lasts no more than one minute.


