
Tell-Tale Heart
Hints and Clues 



Clue Set 1

Form predictions about the plot, setting, and characters of "The Tell-Tale Heart" by Edgar Allan Poe using the image clues.

Picture Clues



Image 1 Image 2 Image 3 Image 4

Significance of 
this clue

Significance of 
this clue

Significance of 
this clue

Significance of 
this clue

After finishing this slide, go to the Prediction Chart and make three 
predictions related to Setting, Character, and Plot.Clue Set 1

A disturbing fixation 
connects the two 

characters, driving both 
dread and obsession. What 
might this obsession reveal 
about their relationship, and 

where could it lead?

The faint light leaves 
much of the room in 

shadow, sharpening the 
narrator’s senses. How 
might this limited light 

influence the events about
to unfold?

 A relentless, echoing beat
haunts the narrator, 

growing louder by the 
moment. What could this 
sound signify, and how 

might it affect the 
narrator’s actions?

The carefully aligned 
floorboards hint at a hidden 

secret and reveal the narrator’s
methodical nature. What might

be concealed beneath, and 
how does this reflect the 

narrator’s mindset?



Clue Set 2

Form predictions about the plot, setting, and characters of "The Tell-Tale Heart" by Edgar Allan Poe using the image clues.

Fact Clues



Fact 1 Fact 2 Fact 3

Significance of 
this clue

Significance of 
this clue

Significance of 
this clue

After finishing this slide, go to the Prediction Chart and make three 
predictions related to Setting, Character, and Plot.Clue Set 2

Provides an intimate 
account, allowing 

readers to delve into the
mind of the narrator and
question their reliability. 

Contributes to the eerie 
and suspenseful 

atmosphere, aligning 
with the themes of 

madness and hidden 
motives. 

Becomes increasingly 
prominent as the story 

unfolds, adding depth to
the characters and their 

actions

The story is 
narrated in the 

first person. 

The story is set
during the dark

hours of the 
night.

The story explores 
the theme of guilt 

and its 
psychological 

effects.



Clue Set 3

Form predictions about the plot, setting, and characters of "The Tell-Tale Heart" by Edgar Allan Poe using the image clues.

Quote Clues



Quote 1 Quote 2 Quote 3 Quote 4

Significance of 
this clue

Significance of 
this clue

Significance of 
this clue

After finishing this slide, go to the Prediction Chart and make three 
predictions related to Setting, Character, and Plot.

Significance of 
this clue

Clue Set 3

Hints at the narrator's 
initial affection for the 
old man, setting the 
stage for a complex 

relationship between the
two characters. 

Foreshadows the reveal 
of the heart and its 

significance in the story,
building anticipation for 
a shocking discovery. 

Reveals the narrator's 
sinister intentions, 

foreshadowing a sinister
act and the escalating 

tension. 

"I loved the old 
man. He had 

never wronged 
me. He had never 
given me insult." 

"It is the 
beating of his 

hideous heart!"

"I made up my 
mind to take the 

life of the old man 
and thus rid myself 
of the eye forever."

Suggests the narrator's 
struggle with their own 
sanity, foreshadowing 
the unraveling of their 

mental state throughout
the story.

"True!—nervous—very,
very dreadfully 

nervous I had been 
and am, but why will 

you say that I am 
mad?"


