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Aardvark
Medium-sized, 
burrowing, 
nocturnal mammal 
native to Africa



Crave
To want or wish for

“I’m really craving 
pizza right now”



Newt
Amphibian found in 
many parts of the 
world



Lack
To be without

“I’d love to donate 
but I’m lacking the 
money”



Steed
Horse, usually ridden
by an important 
person or warrior

“The knight rode 
into battle on his 
trusty steed”



Dedication
Note in or after the 
title that shows the 
author wrote the 
poem for a special 
person



Slant Rhyme
words that 
share only the 
final consonant
sound











Repetition
Saying the 

same letters, 
sounds, or 

words over and
over again



alliteration
The repetition of sounds at
the beginning of several 
words in order or near one
another





































































Anticipation
n. excitement about something before it happens



Bankers’ Lights
n. desk lamps used by bankers; their green shades were believed 

to help deflect bright light and reduce strain on the eyes—an 
important thing for people who spent their day poring over 

complex numbers



Card Catalogue
n. the filing system used by librarians before computers; the card 
catalogue was a collection of cards that told visitors what books 

the library had and where to locate them



Foyer
n. an entryway, often leading into another room



Preside
v. rule over or be in charge of



Quilt Rack
n. used for hanging quilts and blankets once they are folded



Content
n. the message of a poem or other text



Form
n. the structure or appearance of a poem or other text



Free Verse
n. a poem with no rhyme scheme or set pattern of beats
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Defer
v. to put off or delay



Fester
v. to grow infected



Renaissance
n. a time period when many people are interested in big 

ideas and in creating art, music, and literature



Figurative Language

Literal Meaning

Metaphor

Simile









4.1 on Pg 46



4.1 on Pg 47





4.2 on Pg 48-49





4.3 on Pg 50-51
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Reviewing

Figurative Language

1. Yesterday’s lesson 

introduced a poem by 

Langston Hughes. What 

was the title of this poem? 

A. “Dreams Deferred”

B. “Harlem”

C. “A Raisin in the Sun”



Reviewing
Figurative Language

2. Name the two different kinds

of dreams discussed in earlier 

lessons.
The dreams you have while you’re 

asleep and the things you hope or 

wish for.



Reviewing

Figurative Language

3. What is the literal meaning of

a word?

The literal meaning is the

dictionary definition.



Reviewing
Figurative Language

4. Is the following sentence 

literal or figurative? “I’m so 

hungry I could eat a horse!”
It is figurative language.



Reviewing
Figurative Language

5. If someone says, “I’m so hungry I could eat a horse!” what do they 
actually mean?

They mean that they are very hungry.



Reviewing
Figurative Language

6. What is a simile?

A simile is a comparison of two 
different things using the word like 
or as.



Reviewing
Figurative Language

6. What is an example of a simile?



Is the sentence “I 

like to listen to music 

as I ride to work” an 

example of a simile? 

Why or why not?

Although this sentence uses theword like, it is not a simile, because it does not compare two different things.











The Harlem Renaissance

Writing, dance, visual art, and music.

Harlem appealed to Hughes as a place of excitement and community.

Harlem declined.







As Harlem declined, so did 
the possibilities for the 
people who lived there.

Hughes does not think 
deferring dreams is 
acceptable.

Working toward dreams 
rather than delaying them.





Yosemite National Park

Went hiking to a waterfall
Caught a fish
Saw a bear
Took lots of pictures

The trees has red and yellow leaves
The waterfall was raging
The bear was big, dark brown and fluffy
The fish looked like a rainbow

The water roared over the rocks
The creek gurgled
Birds chirped
People talked in all kinds of languages



The air was cool
The water was cold when the fish splashed
I could smell the fresh scent of the trees
The fish was slimy









Desperate
adj. hopeless



Line Break
n. the place where a line ends



Tone
n. the attitude of a piece of writing, expressed through

the style of writing and the words the author uses

































Pick your poem for Poet’s Cafe

Make revisions

Practice reading it aloud









Beam
n. a thick piece of wood



blithe
adj. happy and untroubled



intermission
n. a break in the 
middle of something,
usually a 
performance



mason
n. someone who builds 
things with stone



melodious
adj. pleasant 
sounding



robust
adj. healthy and strong



varied
adj. different from each other or 

diverse



Pg 83



Pg 73









3. Think of a carpenter who is building a piece of wooden furniture. 
What kind of noises might his tools make? 

4. How might someone consider the noises made by a carpenter’s 
tools to be a kind of music? Give a reason for your answer.

5. Based on the way Whitman compares the work and the songs, what
do you think he would consider the most important trait about 
America? Give a reason from the poem to support your answer.

















n. a room in a stable assigned to an animal or animals
stall



n. a kind of dance
waltz



n. the repetition of words at the start of a series of lines in a poem
anaphora



Page 
96





Pages 
84-85



Pages 
84-85



What is a metaphor?



Pages 
86-87



Pages 
88-89













9.1



9.2





9.3









n. a feather, either on a 
bird or, decoratively, on a 
woman’s hat

plume







Pages 100-
101



Pages 102-
105



Pages 106-
109

e c b a d



I treat people like __________. That makes me __________ like __________.

I am __________ like __________.









n. a metaphor that continues for more than one 
sentence of a story or more than one line of a poem

extended metaphor







Page 114



How is the fog catlike?





Pages 115-117



Pages 115-117



Animal: Cat Weather: Stormy





Animal: 
_________

Weather: 
_________







Pages 115-117

To get full points your poem needs:
- Extended Metaphor
- Three ways your animal is like 

the weather you chose
- Correct spelling and grammar













Ernest Lawrence Thayer

Pg 134



Extended metaphor

Long narrative 
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Pg 120









Extended metaphor

Long narrative 



Pg 120





















Kshemendra

Page 145



Page 136-137



Page 136-137

What is the main topic 
of this poem?

What six things does 
the poem suggest poets
should do?



Page 138-139





Page 140-141









Page 142-144







Poetry Coach:
Poetic Devices





Spelling Test
Name

12/12/23

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.





             RULES
Each team will take turns answering questions

If you get the question right, you can sink someone from the other
team, or save someone from your own team

If you get the question wrong, someone from your team will “sink”

The team that has the most players left when time runs out wins



             RULES
Each team will take turns answering 
questions

If you get the question right, you can 
sink someone from the other team, or 
save someone from your own team

If you get the question wrong, someone 
from your team will “sink”

The team that has the most players 
left when time runs out wins



Welcome to 
Poet’s Cafe
Help yourself to apple 
cider and donuts, then 
find a seat. The poetry

will begin shortly.





Thank you for visiting 
Poet’s Cafe!


