
Social Studies Curriculum Guide

SUBJECT: Social Studies GRADE LEVEL: 6th GRADING PERIOD: 2nd 9 weeks
Chapter:  9 Time Frame: 9 Days

Dates:  12/2-12/12
Unit: Ancient India

Essential Standards: 

Write to Learn

The Ancient World: 4.2 Hinduism in Ancient India 
The Ancient World: 4.3 The Beginnings of Buddhism 

Lessons Academic Vocabulary: Assessment(s): Additional Resources:

Lesson 1: 

Clarifying Objective(s): 

Time Frame: 
 
Essential Question: How does 
geography influence the way 
people live?

 Content Vocabulary
Subcontinent
Monsoon
Language family
Raja
Sanskrit
Vedas
Caste
Guru

Academic Vocabulary
Reside
Abandon
Migrate
Emerge
Text
manual

Visual Vocabulary
Plateau

Formative: Review and Assess
 
Lesson Quizzes can be 
customized or given as online 
assessments using McGraw-Hill 
Networks Assessment 

Guided Notes: Have Students use
the My Notes feature in the 
Student Center to create 
comprehensive study notes. 

Lesson Review: Assign the 
Lesson Review in the Student 
Edition. 

Self-Check Quiz  | Lesson 1: 
Early Civilizations 

McGraw-Hill Networks 
Assessment | Lesson 1 Quiz 

Videos and Presentation Resources 
 Video | Timelines of Ancient Civilizations: India – Indus 

River Civilizations to Buddhism 
 Interactive Map | The Geography of India 
 Interactive Map | Aryan Migration 
 Interactive Graphic Organizer | Early India’s Social 

System 
 Interactive Graphic Organizer | Ways Aryans Changed 

India 
 Interactive Whiteboard Activity | Community Symbols 
 Lecture Slide | Geography of India 
 Lecture Slide | Sanskrit Lanuage 
 Slide Show | Deccan Plateau 
 Slide Show | Mohenjo-Daro 
 Slide Show | Modern Crafts in India 
 Slide Show | Harappan Crafts 
 Interactive Image | Harappan Unicorn Seal 
 Interactive Image | Sanskrit Translation 
 Interactive Image | Brahmins 

http://pearsonkt.com/cgi-bin/writeToLearn/teacher/displayText.cgi?textID=183&classID=9925
http://pearsonkt.com/cgi-bin/writeToLearn/teacher/displayText.cgi?textID=184&classID=9925


Summative: End of chapter test 
from question bank online

Worksheets and Activities
All Worksheets and Activities can be customized or given as 
online assignments using McGraw-Hill Networks Editable 
Worksheets. 

 Guided Reading Activity | Lesson 1: Early Civilizations 
 Interactive Graphic Organizer | Taking Notes: 

Summarizing, Ways Aryans Changed India
 Geography and History Activity | Ancient India – Early 

Civilizations 
 Reading Essentials and Study Guide for World History | 

Lesson 1: Early Civilizations 
 McGraw-Hill Networks Editable Worksheets 

Lesson 2: 

Clarifying Objective:

Time Frame: 
 
Essential Question: How do 
religions develop?

Content Vocabulary
Hinduism
Brahman
Reincarnation
Karma
Dharma
Buddhism
Nirvana
Jainism

Academic Vocabulary
Status
Focus
Meditate
Commit
Estimate

Formative: Review and Assess
 
Lesson Quizzes can be 
customized or given as online 
assessments using McGraw-Hill 
Networks Assessment 

Guided Notes: Have Students use
the My Notes feature in the 
Student Center to create 
comprehensive study notes. 

Lesson Review: Assign the 
Lesson Review in the Student 
Edition. 

Self-Check Quiz  | Lesson 2: 
Religions in Ancient India 

McGraw-Hill Networks 
Assessment | Lesson 2 Quiz 

Summative: End of chapter test 
from question bank online

Videos and Presentation Resources 

 Video | India’s History From the Hindus to the Buddhists 
 Interactive Graphic Organizer | Three Religions 
 Primary Source | Mahavira’s Message 
 Biography | Buddha 
 Lecture Slide | Religions of the Ancient World 
 Slide Show | Upanishads 
 Slide Show | Representations of the Buddha 
 Slide Show | Gandhi 
 Interactive Image | Buddhist Monk 

Worksheets and Activities
All Worksheets and Activities can be customized or given as 
online assignments using McGraw-Hill Networks Editable 
Worksheets. 

 Guided Reading Activity | Lesson 2: Religions of Ancient 
India 

 Interactive Graphic Organizer | Taking Notes: Describing, 
Three Religions

 21st Century Skills Activity | Ancient India – Religions in 
Ancient India 

 Reading Essentials and Study Guide for World History | 
Lesson 2: Religions in Ancient India 

 McGraw-Hill Networks Editable Worksheets 



Lesson 3:

Clarifying Objective:

Time Frame: 

 
Essential Question: What  makes
a culture unique?

Content Vocabulary
Stupa
Pilgrim
Bhagavad Gita

Academic Vocabulary
Eventual 
Promote
Decline
Contribute
Structure

 

Formative: Review and Assess

Lesson Quizzes can be 
customized or given as online 
assessments using McGraw-Hill 
Networks Assessment 

Guided Notes: Have Students use
the My Notes feature in the 
Student Center to create 
comprehensive study notes. 

Lesson Review: Assign the 
Lesson Review in the Student 
Edition. 

Self-Check Quiz  | Lesson 3: The
Mauryan Empire 

McGraw-Hill Networks 
Assessment | Lesson 3 Quiz 

Summative: End of chapter test 
from question bank online

Videos and Presentation Resources

 Video | India’s History from the Golden Age to Today 
 Interactive Map | Mauryan Empire c. 250 B.C. 
 Interactive Map | Gupta Empire c. A.D. 600 
 Interactive Chart | Ashoka’s Accomplishments 
 Interactive Chart | Ancient Indian Numbers 
 Interactive Graphic Organizer | Mauryan and Gupta 

Empires 
 Primary Source | Bhagavad Gita 
 Lecture Slide | Cultural Contributions of Ancient India 
 Slide Show | Mural from the Caves at Ajanta 
 Slide Show | Surgical Instruments 

Worksheets and Activities
All Worksheets and Activities can be customized or given as 
online assignments using McGraw-Hill Networks Editable 
Worksheets.

 Guided Reading Activity | Lesson 3: The Mauryan Empire 
 Interactive Graphic Organizer | Taking Notes: Identifying, 

Mauryan and Gupta Empires
 Primary Source Activity | Ancient India – The Mauryan 

Empire 
 21st Century Skills Activity | Ancient India – The Mauryan

Empire  
 Reading Essentials and Study Guide for World History | 

Lesson 3: The Mauryan Empire 
 McGraw-Hill Networks Editable Worksheets 

Day 1
Lesson:

Day 2
Lesson:

Day 3
Lesson:

Day 4
Lesson:

Day 5
Lesson:

Clarifying Objective:
Academic Vocabulary:

Clarifying Objective:
Academic Vocabulary:

Clarifying Objective:
Academic Vocabulary:

Clarifying Objective:
Academic Vocabulary:

Clarifying Objective:
Academic Vocabulary:

Bell Ringer:
Instructional Tasks:  

Bell Ringer:
Instructional Tasks:  

Bell Ringer:
Instructional Tasks:  

Bell Ringer:
Instructional Tasks:  

Bell Ringer:
Instructional Tasks:  



(Projects, Readings, Literacy and 
Technology Tasks, Write to Learn, 
Assignments, Group Work, Research, 
Etc.)

Summarizer:

(Labs, Readings, Literacy and 
Technology Tasks, Write to Learn, 
Assignments, Group Work, Research, 
Etc.)

Summarizer:

(Labs, Readings, Literacy and 
Technology Tasks, Write to Learn, 
Assignments, Group Work, Research, 
Etc.)

Summarizer:

(Labs, Readings, Literacy and 
Technology Tasks, Write to Learn, 
Assignments, Group Work, Research, 
Etc.)

Summarizer:

(Labs, Readings, Literacy and 
Technology Tasks, Write to Learn, 
Assignments, Group Work, Research, 
Etc.)

Summarizer:
Assessment:  
(Formative and/or Summative)

Assessment:  
(Formative and/or Summative)

Assessment:  
(Formative and/or Summative)

Assessment:  
(Formative and/or Summative)

Assessment:  
(Formative and/or Summative)

Vocabulary
1. subcontinent - a large landmass that is smaller than a continent
2. monsoon - seasonal wind, especially in the Indian Ocean and southern Asia
3. language family - a group of similar languages
4. Sanskrit - the first written language of India
5. Vedas - ancient sacred writings of India
6. raja - an Indian prince
7. caste - an Indian social class whose members are restricted in the jobs they may take and in their association with members of 

other castes
8. guru - a teacher
9. Hinduism - major religion that developed in ancient India; main belief: all souls are part of one universal spirit
10. Brahman - the universal spirit worshiped by Hindus
11. reincarnation - the idea that the soul is reborn into many different lives
12. dharma - a person's personal duty, based on the individual's place in society
13. karma - a good or bad force created by a person's actions; it determines whether a person's soul will be reborn into a higher or 

lower form of life
14. Buddhism - religion founded by Siddhartha Gautama; main belief: inner peace comes from ending desire
15. nirvana - a state of perfect happiness that is achieved after giving up all desires
16. Jainism - religion that does not believe in a supreme being; it emphasizes nonviolence and respect for all living things
17. Stupa  - a special, dome-shaped building meant to honor the Buddha
18. pilgrim - a person who travels to places of religious importance
19. Bhagavad Gita - part of a famous long poem; it is about the Hindu god Krishna


