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Chapter 14: Looking West (1860-1900)

C.P. Lecture Notes

Section 1: Moving West

1. What do scholars claim are the reasons for western migration?
2. What were the push factors that led to western migration?

3. What were the government incentive pull factors that led to western migration? Explain each.

a.
b.

c.

4. What were the private property incentive pull factors that led to western migration?

5. What attracted immigrants and ethnic groups to move west? Who were these groups?

Section 2: Conflicts with Native Americans

6. Where is the Great Plains located?

7. What did buffalo provide for Native Americans?

8. What was introduced to the Native Americans by fur trades? What was the benefit?

9. Who introduced horses to Native Americans? How did horses impact Native American culture?

10. What was the cause of the clash between Native Americans and western settlers?

11. What did the government do to prevent tension between settlers and Native Americans?
12. Why didn’t these treaties work?

13. Why were many battles between Native Americans and western settlers inconclusive?

14. Explain what life was like for soldiers on the frontier.

15. Attach Battles/ Conflicts Chart

16. How did Americans try to change Native American culture?
17. What was the Dawes Act?

18. What happened on April 22, 1889? 

19. Who are boomers? Who are sooners?

Section 3: Mining, Ranching, and Farming
20. How did miners search for gold?
21. What happens when no more gold and/or silver is found in a mining town?

22. Who taught Americans how to cattle ranch?

23. What type cattle were raised in Texas?

24. What happened to the cattle during the Civil War?

25. Why were so many buffalo destroyed?  How many buffalo was there in 1840? In 1889?
26. Where was cattle shipped? How?

27. Who established the first cow town? Where?
28. What was life like on the Long Drive?

29. What is a cattle baron? 
30. What is a homesteader?

31. What type of houses did they live in?

32. What was life like on the prairie?

33. What technology made farm labor easier?
34. How did farming become a big business?

35. What was Frederick Jackson Turner’s thesis?

Section 4: Populism

36. What happened in 1873 and 1893?

37. Why were farmers concerned with tariffs?

38. Define money supply. What happens if the money supply increases? Decreases?

39. Who supports deflation? Inflation?

40. Who was Oliver Kelley? What did he establish?

41. What was the Grange?

42. Who were the Farmers’ Alliance? What was their goal?

43. How did the government respond to the Farmers’ Alliance’s demands?

44. Who were the populists? What was their platform?

45. Who is William Jennings Bryan? 

46. Who did he run against in 1896? Who won?

47. What is the legacy of the populists?

