
Writing Scientific Explanations







My Dad is a Space Alien 

Watch this video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQTsue0lKBk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQTsue0lKBk


I have 
evidence that 
proves my 
Dad’s a space 
alien.

He speaks a 
weird language. 

He drinks green 
stuff. 

He says he’s 
from 

Albuquerque (I’m
not buying it). 

I mean, just look 
at him. 

And one more 
thing. He has a 

space ship. 

The evidence 
doesn’t lie. My 
dad’s an alien



Writing a Scientific Explanation CER

Question: 
Claim: 
Evidence: Reasoning: 
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Question: Who is my dad?
Claim: My Dad’s a space alien
Evidence:
• He speaks a weird 

language
• He’s from Albuquerque 
• He drinks green liquids 
• He dresses funny 
• He drives a spaceship

Reasoning: 
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Writing a Scientific Explanation CER

Question: Who is my dad?
Claim: My Dad’s a space alien
Evidence:
• He speaks a weird language

• He’s from Albuquerque 

• He drinks green liquids 

• He dresses funny 

• He drives a spaceship

Reasoning: 
• Aliens are not from Earth so they have 

their own language 
• Some people believe that aliens have 

landed in NM 
• Which is why many aliens are seen with 

green skin 
• Aliens wear space suits for protection 

• Aliens use spaceships to travel



Your turn: 

Go into your channel team 
group. 
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Part 1: Together you will 
observe the commercial or 
picture. As a team you will 
create a CER outline on the 
powerpoint slide (like we 
just did). This needs to be 
shared in your group and 
your teacher will approve. 
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Part 2:  Once your teacher 
has approved your slide, 
each individual will write 
this up in paragraph form. 
Each member must submit 
their own paragraph on 
Blackboard. 
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