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Capt. Andrews lived a long and fulfilling life. He is one of few men that holds the honor
of having served his country in both the Civil War and the World War and that is why I chose to

research his life.

John R. Andrews was born to James and Maria Capt. Andrews on September 25, 1841 in
Scarborough, Maine. Capt. Andrews attended public schools in Saco and Biddeford as well as

Limington Academy where he graduated. After graduation Capt. Andrews taught in Cumberland



Mills and Saccarappa. Following his teaching job, Capt. Andrews acquired a position at the firm
of Chadwick & York. At the age of just nineteen on September 20th, 1861, Capt. Andrews
enlisted in the Union army where he began as second lieutenant. Over his four years of service
up until November 16th, 1865, Capt. Andrews would earn the ranks of first lieutenant and
eventually captain. As a member of the First Maine Cavalry (Maine’s Cavalry Regiment that
suffered the most casualties), Capt. Andrews was no stranger to the horrors of war. Capt.
Andrew was even a prisoner of war at Libby prison where he was confined for a few months.
The same day he was honorably discharged from the war he married Elizabeth Jane Milliken,
whom he would eventually have five children with. Following the war Capt. Andrews moved
around quite a bit. He lived in lowa where he searched for farmland. He became an officer of the
Pension Department in Washington. Capt. Andrews returned to Saco where he served as
postmaster for twelve years, traveled to Ohio where he became a railroad contractor, and then
New York where he was a mine superintendent. Capt. Andrews went to the graphite mines of
New Jersey, but was unsuccessful so he went back to New York this time in the iron mines of
Gouverneur. After the bulk of his travels Capt. Andrews would return to his hometown of Saco

where he established a boat-building plant on the Saco River. After only three years Capt.



Andrews closed his plant and headed back out west only this time to Seattle, Washington. Once
more Capt. Andrews was drawn back to Saco where he would reside until the outbreak of the
first World War.

In 1917 at the age of 76, Capt. Andrews volunteered to help the U.S. government's war
effort and was sent to the Portsmouth, New Hampshire Atlantic Shipyards. Capt. Andrews was a
very experienced boat designer and constructor. In 1917 “Rudder Magazine” announced a
worldwide yacht designing competition. The yacht was for a South African Diamond millionaire
“Barney” Barnatto. Capt. Andrews entered a yacht he called “Squando” for which he was

awarded first place.
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Rudder Designing Competition

Tue Biemeg Designing Competition for a 28-Tost
safe and same day cruiser proved 1o be very popitlac
Pans were submitted from all parts of this country amd
from abroad, and the judges have been hand at work
gince the competition closel om May 15t analvang the
plans and selecting those which in their opimon were
entitled 1o the prizes.

The coniditions: were taken from an inquiry auldressed
to Tup Rvepee some months ago,  Tie Kot sub-
seriber wiote:

“1L wang a boat g meet the following conditions:

"1 don’t want a ermiser, as | hive two boys, one nine
and the other five vears, and want to be hewe every
night, bat must give them some amsement, at the shme
time keep my eye on the oldest kid,

"A baat of pood beam, about 28 feet over all, with
some kind of eabin or coddy to keep food amd clothes
dry, and one that could be driven at beast 10 or 12 miles
and be eastly handled by mvseli”

O the number sent in seven have been selecied as
fully complying with all the conditions and having merr,
These seven were from

Ralph E. Winslow, Bristol, R. L, who entered wider
the name of “A Hayseed™

(r. F. Xevherger, Squantum, Mass, emtered as “Flest
Caprain”,

Charles (n. MacGregor, Huffalo, N, Y., eniered as
“Miskin”,

5, de Coninck, Maisons-| affitte,
under “Flucinat Nec Mergitur”,

Jubhn B, Andrews, Saco, Me., entered a3 “Sooandn™.

1. A Peckwith, Derroit, Mich., entered as “Cadillac™,

Ve, H. Tavlor, New Dedford, Mass, entere! sz
*New Bedford”.

The judges, after very careful deliberation, finnlh
selected the plans sebmitted in the order already nanwed,
The first prize of $30 goes 1o Ralph E Windlow: the
second prize, $23, poes to G, I, Neuberger: 1he thivd,
1, to Charles (o MacGregor, and the fourth, $io, to
G de Coninck,

The jndges have furnished some criticisme of the
plans of the foar best designs, which are as foltlows

*A HAYSEED"

The drawings of design you submitted are prepared
with great care and your plans clearly aml accuraiely
show your ideas of form, constroction amd general ar-
m“ﬂ'ﬂ“ﬂn‘-

France, emeresl

The selected proportions of lengih and breadih, amd
general form of holl are good, though sone objection
utight be made to the slackness of bilge for a great por-
tion of hoat’s length. In o chogp of 2 sea boat will roll
ensily. It i to be regretied that you did pat make a
table of offsets, ur state vour estimate of power réguired
s ibrive boat at-a samed speed. Yoo also failed 1o give
displacement 1o LLW.L. shown, The designer 15 the
one man able 1w make an accurate table of offse1s, and
as his ealeulations should include power required 1o dove
anid displacemsent, this information  should  be  given.
Construction  details are  completely  and  accurately
worked out and selected dimensions and kinds of ma-
terials are gorrect for a boat of the size. The general
arrangement of hoat is good, e cockpit with small
cabin forward is a good arrangement for a boar of this
By e,

Considered as a whole, the plans are very creditable
aml we have awarded the first prize to the designer.,

L] - -

*FLEET CAPTAIN"

Your lines drawing is minderntely accurate aml neatly
prepared, We are inclined to befieve that a decrease m
curve of bilge and a slight increase in width of foor at
and near to stern would improve the shape amd initial
aabality.  YVou did not send table of offsets, or state dis-
Macenent, or speed boat will make with power men-
tioned on constraction plie,

The constrisction details are :ita.rly ghowen, but you
failed o give partienlars of dimensions of materials,
PMans are prepared for the pirpose of zs.plninin? the de-
sigmer’s ideas 1002 builder or user of the plans, Of course
the builder of a boat can measure the vanous details
shiown on a drawing, but this 15 a lengthy progess aml
likely o prove very inaccnrate. It is very eszential to
state dimensions and give other partienlars of principal
parts af the hull strociure.

The general arrangement shown is good for a small
cralt of the type

The design as a whole indicates that yvou have a faicly
acearate knowledge of the proper way to explain vour
ieas of form and construction by means of drawings.
You, however, shoull always bear b miind that a designer
nwist make his plans s complete that guessing on the
part of the user is eliminated,

Needless to say Capt. Andrews knew a lot about boats and was known by various nautical
magazines and yachtsmen. It is due to this vast knowledge of boat construction that Capt.
Andrews was placed in charge of designing ships and made superintendent of construction in the

Atlantic Shipyard. During his time in the Atlantic shipyard he oversaw the construction of both

LIFE BUGY




MISTERTRG. OF TIE SEOMARIRE 0.4

submarines and battleships. One of the first submarines built in the shipyard was the L-8. There
is little information of the day to day lives of the shipbuilders in the yard and more specifically

the quiet John R. Capt. Andrews. However a
INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT
LIFE BUOY,

e : DECEMEBER.
distribution to employees of the Industrial GOt} Mo

magazine that was “To be issued monthly for free

Uis o mmped momthly for Tree distribation tiv em
pliyees of the Industrial Department of the Portsmmuth

Department” can help show what the average Navy Yard, Portsmouth, N. H

employee would be exposed to. The magazine simply named “Industrial Department Life Buoy”
would most definitely have been seen by Capt. Andrews. The magazine illustrated what life was
like as a shipbuilder. At the beginning of every month's issue there was a chart that showed
workplace accidents and while there were far last casualties in the shipyard than overseas, it was

still a dangerous job. The magazine was also littered with patriotic propaganda. In every issue

there were a multitude of articles all promoting the sale of war bonds urging employees to buy



them as it was “their duty as an American.”

YOUR PATRIOTIC: DUTY

Make your dollars serve the Government and help win the war.  Buy
United States Government Liberty Lean Bonds, the werld's safest invest-
ment,

Join our Liberty Loan Saving Club now and Le veady for the next
Liberty Loan.

We have helped thousands to own United States Government Bends
on the partial payment plan.

Have you finished paying for yewr First and Second Libkerty Loan
Bonds?  Why not continue your weekly payments and have them apply on
the next Liberty Loan when issued? We will allow interest from {ime
pavments are made.

Leave vour bonds with us for safe keeping, without eharge.

FIRST NATIONAL BANK
PORTSMOUTH, N, H.

United States Depository Assels over Two Million Dallas,

SAVING

CONSERVATION and
THEIFT

WILL: WIN THE WAR
I'A"!'fHU'[’iS_J] DEMANIDS THAT THE CITIZENS OF THE' UNITED STATES
SPEND LESS and SAVE MORE

10,000 PEOPLE ARE SAVING THEIR BEARNINGS BY THE HELE OF
OUR INSTITUTIONS,  XEW SAVING ACCOUNTS SOLICITED,

PISCATAQUA SAVINGS BANK
(FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING) PORTSMOUTH, N. H.

I'SAW IT IN THE LIFE BUOY™

One could even find motivational letters, instructions, poems, stories, and quotes that were
sometimes even written by the Industrial Departments directors. The majority of the letters and

instructions just warned of traits employers dreaded or encouraged traits that employers favored.



They condemned slackers and unsafe work habits and promoted safety tips as well as just

general work notes. Not unlike most magazines the Life Buoy had regular advertisements

ONE PIANOZPURCHASE

i
i Il | ‘
Should mean il ! !

1=
a lile time of '#

satislaction ;|

PACKARD PIANOS

Brings into yonr e o concert of sweed mofody

H. P. MONTGOMERY. PORTSMOUTH. N. H.

which are useful for reflecting the capital culture of the era and what employees were spending
their hard earned paychecks on. As for Capt. Andrews himself there is little to no information on
what he did in his time during the war. His wife was already dead and his children were off in
the world and no known letters of his exist from his time in the war. The only definite
information regarding Capt. Andrews is that he worked in the Atlantic Shipyards from 1917 to
the end of the war.

Capt. Andrews returned to Maine in 1920 where he would reside in York County for
some time. Capt. Andrews died at the age of 83 on February 14th, 1925, in the home of his

daughter Mary Beckwith. Capt. Andrews, a beloved man, was mourned all over Saco where his



funeral was held.

During the "Stoneman's raid he

+ rode for ncarly a week in the saddie

BIDDEFORD DAILY JOURNAL, |

FEBRUARY 16, }925.
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OF SACO FOR
TWELVE YEARS

Capt. John R. Andrews
Called by Death at
Daughter’s Home.

WAS VETERAN OF -
" ~THE CIVIL WAR.

Life Was Marked by

a Variety of
Adventures.
The funeral of Captain John R. .-
Andrews, a former postmaster of
Saco and widely known as  a Civia
|war veteran, who died at the home of
(his dauzhter, Mrs, James Z Bess-
with, 76 Spring stree!, Saco, Saturduy
night after a long illness, was held
this afterncon at th home of Mra
Beckwith, The serviecs were private
and were conducted by Rev. Charles
S, Jones, pastor of the Second Con-
gregational caurch  <f this city.
Members of the Graid Army posts
were present at the jast sad rites,
The caskel in which tte Lody re-
posed was draped with the Stavs and
Stripes which the decerred loved <
well. There were beautiful floral trib-
uis about the easket.
i The llbearers were William 1.
| Vinton, Percy Daviz, Frank Marr and
i Myron A. Savage, members of H. I

J

[
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' of vhich Mr. Andrews was lieutenant,

with but a little eleep and without
“auch food, a part of the Lime so closs
to Richmond that he could see tin
spires of the Confederate capital. A
southern cavalryman discharged his
revolver at - Capt. Andrewa at such
close range that his face was burned
by the powder, but the bullet only
tore a bit out of his enr. Horses were
shot from under him, and his uniform
‘of blue was cut up by the bullets of
Confederate sharpshocters. He had

|

close calls at the battles of Antietam,

Rappakmmnock, Gettysburg, Cold Har-
bor, Trievillan Station ond 8t. Mary=
Church,

Capt. Andrews was born in Scur
boro in 1841 and was aducated in the
public schools of Saco und Biddeford,
and afterward attended Limin
acar%emy. of ’which! Mf William

was principal. A few year:
(later Juhn Lord, l.’t:mther of Profes.
tor Lund and a privot: in the compan

lay by Lieut. Andrews' gide at Todd &
Tavern in the Wilderness with a pul-
Tltthw'mmf throu ,t.'hhhi-l left eye.

it eaving the neupdemy, Capt.
u\l‘ldl‘t‘q\:u tought schoo! in Sazwrw};m
for one year before he went to work
as clerk in the store of Chadw
(York at Kings Corner, this city, The
following year ne became associsted
with Lewis O, Cowan, then editor of
the Biddeford Journal,

Septenib.r 1 following the outbreak
cf the Civil war he wns rnustered .uto
the First Maine Cavalry snd on Octo-
bar 31 was mustered into the United
States service as first sergeant. Me
became second lieutenant
]ll.. édm. 4 year from the time ne en-

! At Louisiama Court Jjouse, Captain
Andrews and 27 other niembers of the
company were taken prisoners and
sent to Lilby prison, where they were
confinerd for o few munths before be
ing exchanged.

After being mustered out of service
at the close of the war, Capt An-
drews returned te Suco, vhere he re-
mained for a shor. time, He
.interested 1 western farm lands and
went to Iown, but not being satisfied
'with conditions as he found them, re-
tureed to Maine. In 1566 he was ap-

ted an officer in the U. S. pension
partmeni and for four years was Iu
Washington, In 187. was  ap-

Durbank Camp, Suns of Veterans,
|  Burial was at Lanrel Hill cemetery. s

Capt. Andrews' {ifs was marked
by a variety of adventures, He had)
eorved as school teucher, been super-r#
intendent of a coal mine, a hullder of
vesseals, and as a designer of yachis
he won the first priz: in a yacht deé-
“igning contest of intarnational scopo.
Mis  schievements wou'd £ many:
nages ana his exepriences in the Civil,

[

war would fill a book. Idodest to an,!

‘unusunl degree it was difficult to ger;
|Capt, Andrews to Lcll of his hair’
breadth escapes during the three:!
vears service in the Fiist Maine Cav-
lulry, which lost more men in action’
than any other mounted regiment 11
thl_! I.[nion army.

pointed postmaster of Saco and helil
the office for 12 years, In 1882 lLe
went to Ohio, where he wus a railroal
contractor for four years.

He returned to Saco where he en-
gaged in business, He became inter-
ested in coal mining and operated
a bituminous mine with sueeess for
three ly_urs. Later he prospected for
graphite in New Jersey but the re-
|sults were not satisfactory and he
went to Gouveneur, N. Y, wherg he
acted as superintendent of an iron
mine,

A few years later again found
bim in Saco where he engaged in
|tut. building. At his plant on the
banks of the Saco river he built sev-
eral fine boats, among them being a
motor boat for a wealthy man in

& of the post. Captain Andrews

‘tensively for nautieal magasings. In
'1915 he closed but his hlf:iﬂm d
returned to-Saco, Durlnx the d
war he was in the Atlantic ship
vards at Portsmouth, N, H,,
he had complete charge of
Iaml superintending  work
‘struction,

In 1917 the Rudder magazine an-
nounced a contest - for designing o

; vahs.sg.'. rop Baretto, a 'm'
‘?m.mm?" mﬁﬁu u:'zr were in-

= L 'i_, p i :

e

compete,

Captain Andrews, who had Been
interested in boat building all his
life, became a contestant and the
plans he submitted were decided by
the board of judges to be the best of
any, and he was awarded first prize,
| ‘Andrews was a charter
m of Fred 8. Gurney Post, G.
A. R, of Saco that recently dis-
solved, and

sent its charter back to
the National organization. The ac-
tion to cease itudmivit‘mu was lah:en
at a meetng of six suviving members
held at the home of Captain An.
drews, who was the first mmmlml]:;
is the
second member to die since the meet-
ing was held December 5, |

deceared is survived by three
daughters, Mrs, Mary Beckwith of
Saco with m he made hiz home;
Mrs. Oliver Throrkmorton of Indian-
apolia, Ind, and Mrs. Henry Put-
nam of Carthage. Mo., and two sons.
Charles J, snd Edwin 8. Andrews of
|hotru|t Mish,




Capt. Andrews lived a long and fulfilling life. Following it he left his children; Charles J.
Andrews, Mary C. Andrews, Kate Andrews, Edwin Smith Andrews, and Anna W. Andrews.
Note from author: I tried multiple times to follow Capt. Andrews family tree and many of which
were made private by the family. I attempted to reach out to two living family members, but
unfortunately, they were unresponsive. Following this I reached out to the Biddeford Historical
Society; Once more I was met with silence and it put an end to any chance of acquiring an oral

history. My apologies for that.
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