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Capt. Andrews lived a long and fulfilling life. He is one of few men that holds the honor 

of having served his country in both the Civil War and the World War and that is why I chose to 

research his life. 

John R. Andrews was born to James and Maria Capt. Andrews on September 25, 1841 in 

Scarborough, Maine. Capt. Andrews attended public schools in Saco and Biddeford as well as 

Limington Academy where he graduated. After graduation Capt. Andrews taught in Cumberland 



Mills and Saccarappa. Following his teaching job, Capt. Andrews acquired a position at the firm 

of Chadwick & York. At the age of just nineteen on September 20th, 1861, Capt. Andrews 

enlisted in the Union army where he began as second lieutenant. Over his four years of service 

up until November 16th, 1865, Capt. Andrews would earn the ranks of first lieutenant and 

eventually captain. As a member of the First Maine Cavalry (Maine’s Cavalry Regiment that 

suffered the most casualties), Capt. Andrews was no stranger to the horrors of war. Capt. 

Andrew was even a prisoner of war at Libby prison where he was confined for a few months. 

The same day he was honorably discharged from the war he married Elizabeth Jane Milliken, 

whom he would eventually have five children with. Following the war Capt. Andrews moved 

around quite a bit. He lived in Iowa where he searched for farmland. He became an officer of the 

Pension Department in Washington. Capt. Andrews returned to Saco where he served as 

postmaster for twelve years, traveled to Ohio where he became a railroad contractor, and then 

New York where he was a mine superintendent. Capt. Andrews went to the graphite mines of 

New Jersey, but was unsuccessful so he went back to New York this time in the iron mines of 

Gouverneur. After the bulk of his travels Capt. Andrews would return to his hometown of Saco 

where he established a boat-building plant on the Saco River. After only three years Capt. 



Andrews closed his plant and headed back out west only this time to Seattle, Washington. Once 

more Capt. Andrews was drawn back to Saco where he would reside until the outbreak of the 

first World War. 

In 1917 at the age of 76, Capt. Andrews volunteered to help the U.S. government's war 

effort and was sent to the Portsmouth, New Hampshire Atlantic Shipyards. Capt. Andrews was a 

very experienced boat designer and constructor. In 1917 “Rudder Magazine” announced a 

worldwide yacht designing competition. The yacht was for a South African Diamond millionaire 

“Barney” Barnatto. Capt. Andrews entered a yacht he called “Squando” for which he was 

awarded first place.



 

Needless to say Capt. Andrews knew a lot about boats and was known by various nautical 

magazines and yachtsmen. It is due to this vast knowledge of boat construction that Capt. 

Andrews was placed in charge of designing ships and made superintendent of construction in the 

Atlantic Shipyard. During his time in the Atlantic shipyard he oversaw the construction of both 



submarines and battleships. One of the first submarines built in the shipyard was the L-8. There 

is little information of the day to day lives of the shipbuilders in the yard and more specifically 

the quiet John R. Capt. Andrews. However a 

magazine that was “To be issued monthly for free 

distribution to employees of the Industrial 

Department” can help show what the average 

employee would be exposed to. The magazine simply named “Industrial Department Life Buoy” 

would most definitely have been seen by Capt. Andrews. The magazine illustrated what life was 

like as a shipbuilder. At the beginning of every month's issue there was a chart that showed 

workplace accidents and while there were far last casualties in the shipyard than overseas, it was 

still a dangerous job. The magazine was also littered with patriotic propaganda. In every issue 

there were a multitude of articles all promoting the sale of war bonds urging employees to buy 



them as it was “their duty as an American.” 

 

One could even find motivational letters, instructions, poems, stories, and quotes that were 

sometimes even written by the Industrial Departments directors. The majority of the letters and 

instructions just warned of traits employers dreaded or encouraged traits that employers favored. 



They condemned slackers and unsafe work habits and promoted safety tips as well as just 

general work notes. Not unlike most magazines the Life Buoy had regular advertisements

  

which are useful for reflecting the capital culture of the era and what employees were spending 

their hard earned paychecks on. As for Capt. Andrews himself there is little to no information on 

what he did in his time during the war. His wife was already dead and his children were off in 

the world and no known letters of his exist from his time in the war. The only definite 

information regarding Capt. Andrews is that he worked in the Atlantic Shipyards from 1917 to 

the end of the war.  

Capt. Andrews returned to Maine in 1920 where he would reside in York County for 

some time. Capt. Andrews died at the age of 83 on February 14th, 1925, in the home of his 

daughter Mary Beckwith. Capt. Andrews, a beloved man, was mourned all over Saco where his 



funeral was held. 

 



Capt. Andrews lived a long and fulfilling life. Following it he left his children; Charles J. 

Andrews, Mary C. Andrews, Kate Andrews, Edwin Smith Andrews, and Anna W. Andrews. 

Note from author: I tried multiple times to follow Capt. Andrews family tree and many of which 

were made private by the family. I attempted to reach out to two living family members, but 

unfortunately, they were unresponsive. Following this I reached out to the Biddeford Historical 

Society; Once more I was met with silence and it put an end to any chance of acquiring an oral 

history. My apologies for that. 
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