
 

CANVAS for Families 

Welcome! 
■ You can use your computer or phone to follow along with us today 

OR just listen and try it out later, we will provide the step-by-step 
directions to take with you. 

If you need help or have a question during the session please use the 
comment feature in FaceBook and we will respond in the chat or aloud. 



Our Goals Together Today: 

1. Understand what Canvas is and why we are using this 
tool? 

2. What should I expect to see in all Canvas Courses? 
3. How do I access Canvas as a Parent or Guardian? How 

do I access the language that is best for me? 
4. Now that I have access, what are the functions of 

Canvas? 
5. What is Google Read & Write and how do we access? 
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What is Canvas? 

Canvas is an Online Learning Management Software Program.  It is available 
through any web browser or as an app on your smartphone or mobile device.  
It streamlines classroom work to one location where teachers can post and 
grade assignments, and students can complete work and receive feedback 
from teachers.  Canvas was adopted by the State of North Carolina in 2014 for 
all public school districts. UNCC (University of North Carolina at Charlotte), 
CPCC (Central Piedmont Community College), and NCVPS (North Carolina 
Virtual Public Schools) have also adopted the use of Canvas.

To find out more about Canvas: https://www.canvaslms.com/k-12/ 

https://www.canvaslms.com/k-12/


Why are we using Canvas?  

● Provides a consistent experience for students and 
families 

● Connects to PowerSchool for grades 
● One stop location for lessons, assignments and 

collaboration 
● Teacher and Student interaction 
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Universal Canvas Template  
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Let’s Talk about Access 

● Student Access 
● Parent Access 



How do Students access Canvas? 

https://canvas.cmslearns.org/discovery/

https://canvas.cmslearns.org/discovery/


Install the Canvas Parent App on iOS Devices
(iPhone or iPad)

Install the Canvas Parent App on Android Devices
(Android smart phones or tablets)

The Canvas Parent App

Is for free and mobile devices and found in either the Google Play of Apple App Store.

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.instructure.parentapp
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/canvas-parent/id1097996698


First Time Accessing 
The Parent App

Open the Canvas Parent App

Begin by selecting the "Find 
School" button the first time you 
access the app.
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First Time Accessing 
The Parent App

In the Find your school or district 
box, enter CMS. 

Select the option that says 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools - 
Parents 

CMS



First Time Accessing 
The Parent App

Select "CREATE ACCOUNT" the 
first time you access the app.

Complete the form on the next 
screen.

*including the Student Pairing Code



To find Student Pairing Code:
the student will need to log into their 
Canvas Account

(my.ncedcloud.org OR cms.instructure.com)

1. Click on the Account icon
2. Choose Settings
3. Select Pair with Observer
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Pairing Code is only 
good once and 
expires after 24 
hours.



Let’s Watch 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/18guZx01azV217YR7a_palF9nLciWdfd6/preview


How do Students access Canvas? 
https://canvas.cmslearns.org/discovery/ OR 
https://cms.instructure.com/login/canvas 

https://canvas.cmslearns.org/discovery/
https://cms.instructure.com/login/canvas


The Canvas Parent Website
Click Parent of a 
Canvas User?
Click Here for an 
Account
To register and set up 
an account

https://cms.instructure.com/login/canvas



How Can I update Language?

You will update the language preference in the 
website version of Canvas. Once this update is 

made it will be reflected in your Canvas Parent App. 
It will not make changes to the Student Experience 

in Canvas. 
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How Can I update Language?



How Can I update Language?
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How Can I update Language?



 

Let’s Talk about Function 

● Check Assignments and Due Dates
● View Grades 
● Get Email Updates 
● Communicate with Teachers 
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You may not see any courses if the 
teacher has not published their 
course for your student to see it.

Your student's courses



When courses are available, you will 
be able to see assignment details 
such as due dates as well as your 
student's work submitted for that 
assignment. 

Your student's courses



Communicate with the teacher by 
selecting the comment button.

Contact the Teacher



Select the arrow next to the 
students name to see all students 
you are observing. Click the Add 
Student button to add additional 
students.

Add Students



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Ei7Sby4XYB-X7uPq6Af99H1YCGYTpSgY/preview


 

Let’s Talk about Google Read & Write 

● Digital Tool for all K-12 students that 
allows for interaction with Google tools 
and websites 
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Read & Write for Google Chrome

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJ5N1BQc0bc


Getting the 

1. Login to Google Chrome with your child’s CMS Google Account 
login information.. 

2. Click the icon and accept any permissions.
Additional Information: bit.ly/RW4Gcms 



 

THANK YOU!  

Where to go for additional support: 
1. CMS Website 
2. Canvas Presentation:  bit.ly/cmsFamily
3. School & Teacher: contact school
4. Google Read & Write: bit.ly/RW4Gcms 
5. CMS Hotline: 980-343-3001 


