English 12

Mr. Parsons 


Canterbury Tales 
Prologue Assignment

The Canterbury Tales are quite possibly the greatest work produced in Middle English.  Its General Prologue introduces readers to the thirty pilgrims who embark on a fifty-five mile long journey on horseback from Southwark to the shrine of St. Thomas Becket in Canterbury.  The host of Southwark’s Tabard Inn, where the story begins, suggests that they entertain each other with stories – this is the framework of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. The purpose of any prologue is to introduce what is to come.  In The Canterbury Tales, the prologue introduces readers to the characters.  

The pilgrims’ tales are a compilation of romantic adventures, fabliau, saint’s biographies, animal fables, religious allegories, sermons; most tales center around one character.  These tales range in tone from reverent and pious to lewd and farcical.

Although you are responsible for reading and taking notes on the entire General Prologue, you are also responsible for thoroughly investigating and critically the characters you were assigned.  You will be asked to present your character on the day that that reading has been completed by the class with a group of Pilgrims.  Your group must hand in notes on their pilgrims from the text and outside sources on the day of presenting. A visual is required to elevate your presentation and you must include an MLA works cited page.  Use the below questions to assist your analysis: 

1. What mental and physical qualities does he/she have? 

2. What symbolism is used to describe appearance? 

3. How does society view him?  How does he view himself?

4. Does he take his profession seriously or with levity? 

5. What labels can you place on him? (i.e. sycophant, nomad) 

6. What is the narrator’s tone when describing him? 

7. What does he eat?  Come to conclusions about character. 

8. Look for literary devices: classical or biblical allusions, metaphors, irony, similes 
9. What elements/devices of satire are present is this section? What is the author’s purpose?

10. What is Chaucer satirizing with this Pilgrim?
Character Assignments:

Narrator (1-42)

Knight* (43-74) – 

Squire* (75-96) – 
Yeoman (97-115) – 

Nun (116-162) –
Monk (163-205) – 

Friar (205-273) – 

Merchant* (274-288) – 

Oxford Cleric* (289-312) – 

Sergeant at the Law (313-334) – 

Franklin (335-364) – 

Haberdasher, Dryer, etc*. (365-382) – 

Cook* (383-391) – 

Skipper* (392-414) – 

Doctor* (415-442) – 

Woman from Bath (443-474) – 

Parson (475-524) – 

Plowman *(525-541) – 

Miller *(547-570-) – 

Manciple (571-590) – 

Reeve (591-626) – 

Summoner (627-674) – 

Pardoner (675-720) -
Narrator (721-752) –

Host (753-842)-
Name: _____________________________






Assignment: _______________________________________

Prologue Assignment Presentation Rubric

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Group Organization of Information
	Audience cannot understand presentation because there is no sequence of information.
	Audience has difficulty following presentation because students jump around.
	Students present information in logical sequence which audience can follow.
	Students present information in logical, interesting sequence which audience can follow.

	Individual Pilgrim
Knowledge
	Individual does not have grasp of information; individual shows little to no analysis of pilgrim. 
	Student is uncomfortable with information and does not convey all areas of analysis. 
	Student explains most areas of analysis with valuable information, but fails to elaborate.
	Student demonstrates full knowledge (more than required) by addressing all items of analysis with explanations and elaboration.

	Group Visual Aid
	Group uses an irrelevant visual or no visual aid. 
	Group occasionally uses the visual aid that rarely supports text and presentation.
	Group’s visual aid relates to the text and presentation.
	Group’s visual aid explains, reinforces, and enhances the presentation.

	Individual Eye Contact
	Speaker reads all of the information with no eye contact.
	Speaker occasionally use eye contact, but still read most of the information.
	Speaker maintains eye contact most of the time but frequently returns to notes.
	Speaker maintains eye contact with audience, seldom returning to notes.

	Individual Elocution


	Speaker mumbles, incorrectly pronounces terms, and speaks too quietly for students in the back of class to hear.
	Speaker’s voice is low, and/or incorrectly pronounces terms. Audience members have difficulty hearing presentation.
	Speaker’s voice is clear. Speaker pronounces most words correctly. Most audience members can hear presentation.
	Speaker uses clear voice and correct, precise pronunciation of terms so that all audience members can hear presentation.




	Group Research Notes and Sources
	Group does not have well organized notes and/or there is no work cited page
	Group has some notes, but they are poorly organized, lack detail and/or do not cite sources. There is a work cited page but it may not be formatted correctly.
	Group well organized, detailed notes that cite all sources, and there is a properly formatted work cited page.
	Group has ample, elaborate well organized, detailed notes that are cited, and there is a properly formatted work cited page.


