
Writing Baseline Assessment Unit 3
Directions: Respond to the prompt by writing a full-length essay. You may use a separate piece of paper to plan

your response.

Prompt: In your opinion, which has the biggest influence on a person's identity: their family and community
or their individual interests and choices? Answer the question in the form of a full-length essay. Be sure to
support your response with evidence from stories, movies, real world events, or experiences from your life.

Write your essay here:

Unit 3: Brown Girl Dreaming
Unless otherwise noted, this content is licensed under the CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


Name Class

Vocabklags fog Unij Ä� Bgoqn Gigl Dgeaming ¡ LIST Â

Acjipijs Â� In�Conjerj Pgedicjionh
Digecjionh� Use context clues to determine the meaning of each of your new vocabulary words. Your

teacher will review the correct definitions with you after. The example below shows you how to do this.

1. Begin by looking at the phojo�
Ask yourself, Whaj do I hee�
I see birds flsing in jhe air�
Thes are noj being conjrolled or jold qhere jo go�

Ã. Next, look at the capjion.
Ask yourself, qhaj qogd cokld I pkj in place of jhe
kndeglined pocabklags qogd�
Here I mighj skbsjijkje �all� or �compleje� for absolkje�

Ä. Then, look at the erample henjence�
Ask yourself, do ms hkbhjijkjionh fgom jhe capjion —
“all” and “complete” — make henhe in jhih henjence�
Yes� �compleje� qorks in jhe erample senjence as qell�

Å. Finally, qgije og jspe a pgedicjion in the last box.

Erample� Abholkje [ab-skh-loot]

My mother’s no was absolute. Once she said it, there was no
chance of changing her mind.

Birds hape abholkje freedom jo go qhereper jhes like�

What’s your pgedicjion?
My Answer: cRmSleWe

Correct Definition:

Â�     Baggen [bag�khn] Ã� Conhjellajion [kon-stkh-les-shkhn]

Driving through the barren area, I noticed that
there were no buildings or people around.

The night sky was clear so we could gaze up
and see the constellation perfectly.

Deserjs are ofjen barren becakse jhes are so hoj and drs� The qell�knoqn consjellajion� jhe Big Dipper� cokld be seen righj oper
okr hokse�

What’s your pgedicjion?

My Answer:

What’s your pgedicjion?

My Answer:

Correct Definition: Correct Definition:
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Ä�     Emancipaje [ih-man-skh-peyt] Å�     Infinije [in-fkh-nit]

In 1ÉÇÃ, President Lincoln signed a proclamation to
emancipate all enslaved people in the United States,

declaring them “forever free.”

I wish my grandmother could have lived infinitely, but she
passed away at age Ê1.

When jhe cage opened� jhe birds qere emancipajed�
When Sophie looked okj aj jhe long road ahead of her� her dripe seemed

infinije�

What’s your pgedicjion?

My Answer:

What’s your pgedicjion?

My Answer:

Correct Definition: Correct Definition:

Æ�     Bejgas [bih-jges] Ç�        Inhegij [in-heg-it]

I value loyalty, which is why I would never
betray my friends’ deepest secrets!

In Biology class we learned how you inherit
your eye color from your parents.

Holls felj bejrased qhen her brojher snkck injo her room
and read her diars alokd jo jheir parenjs�

Aljhea inherijed her mojher�s ckrls hair�

What’s your pgedicjion?

My Answer:

What’s your pgedicjion?

My Answer:

Correct Definition: Correct Definition:
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È�     Mopemenj [moop-mkhnt]

Pete was determined to start a movement amongst
people in his town to fight for cleaner drinking water.

The march on Sajkrdas qas parj of jhe mopemenj demanding bejjer
schools�

What’s your pgedicjion?

My Answer:

Correct Definition:
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Acjipijs Ã� Fill�in�jhe�Blank Senjenceh
Digecjionh� Fill in the blanks using the correct vocabulary word to complete each sentence. You may have

to change the form of the word (ex: go, going, gone).

Betray            Constellations            Emancipate Inherited               Barren Infinity             Movement

Ms anhqeg

1. I did not want to ___ my teacher’s trust so I told her the truth.

Ã. Hansel bought his girlfriend a Valentine’s Day card that said, “I love you to ___ and
back!”

Ä. The fire destroyed all the trees, leaving the forest completely ___.

Å. Niya bought a star map so she could figure out which ___ could be seen on which
continents.

Æ. When the protestors stayed outside City Hall all night, the mayor realized just how
passionate the ___ was.

Ç. Maurice felt like the only way to ___ himself from his parents’ control was to move far
away.

È. My daughter looks so much like her father, but she definitely ___ my sense of humor
because she giggles all the time.
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Acjipijs Ä� Fill�in�jhe�Blank Scenagioh
Digecjionh� Fill in the blanks using the correct vocabulary word to complete each scenario. Then, explain

why that vocabulary word fits best based on context clues provided in the scenario. You may have to

change the form of the word (ex: go, going, gone).

Fog Erample�

Every single day, Bryan wakes up at Æ o’clock in the morning to take a 10-mile jog. Then, he goes to the gym to lift weights. Afterwards,
he does Ã0 laps in the pool. And this is before he goes to practice with the team every afternoon!
Bryan is ____________ about training because __________________________________________________________.

Ms Anhqeg Ms Reahon

reƏƈƫtƏƢưs HeͯƌsͯƢƛƱreƐƈƩyͯƇƢơicƄƗƢơͯanƇͯƈƵƢrƆiưƈsͯƞƏƩͯofͯƗƥƈ tiƐƈ͏ͯHeͯrƘƑư̞̝ͯͯmiƏƈư͊ͯliƽƖͯƴƈƦgƋƱs͊ͯsƚiƪs͊ͯanƇ
atƗƈƫdƖͯƭraƆƱƌcƢͯeƙƈƯyͯƇƞƶ͏

Movement     Betrayed     Emancipated     Barren Inherit     Constellations     Infinity

1. After new evidence came out proving his innocence, the man’s trial was reopened and he was eventually released from jail.

The man was  _____________________  because _____________________________________________________

Ms Anhqeg Ms Reahon

Ã. Vinny lied about why he was late for work and his kindhearted boss let it go without trouble. Later she was incredibly upset
when she found out the truth.

Vinny’s boss felt  ___________________  because ___________________________________________________________

Ms Anhqeg Ms Reahon
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Ä. Before calendars, some ancient civilizations studied the stars in the sky in order to determine the season of the year. For
example, they might be able to see one group of stars in summer, but, because of the rotation of the Earth, those stars would
be hidden from them in winter.

Ancient civilizations used ___________________ to determine the season because __________________________________

Ms Anhqeg Ms Reahon

Å. Ana’s mother seemed to have a never-ending love for her.  Even when she was frustrated, she found time to make Ana feel
special.

Ana’s mother’s love was  ___________________ because ______________________________________________________

Ms Anhqeg Ms Reahon

Æ. The tornado swept through the town, tearing down every building in its path. The destruction was so serious that people
could not rebuild their homes and had to move elsewhere.

The town became  ___________________  because __________________________________________________________.

Ms Anhqeg Ms Reahon

Ç. My mother loves reading; she spends all of her time at the library. I am not a fan of reading because I really struggle to finish
books after I start them and prefer listening to music instead.

I did not  ___________________ my mother’s love of reading because _________________________________________.

Ms Anhqeg Ms Reahon
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È. Eva started a petition at school, asking fellow students to sign if they wanted to change the dress code. Soon, other students
began writing letters to the principal and there was a school assembly scheduled to address the issue.

Eva started a  ___________________ because _______________________________________________________________.

Ms Anhqeg Ms Reahon
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Acjipijs Å� Majching
Digecjionh� Match the following vocabulary words to their synonyms from the box. Write your answer in

the column next to the word.

Ssnonsmh� free         empty          stars receive         endless         cheat         campaign

Wogdh Ms Anhqeg

1. Constellation

Ã. Barren

Ä. Inherit

Å. Betray

Æ. Infinite

Ç. Movement

È. Emancipate
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Acjipijs Æ� Applicajion of Vocabklags
Digecjionh� Answer each question in 1-Ã complete sentences. Make sure that you use the underlined

vocabulary word in your answer.

1. For ages humans have enjoyed looking at the constellations in the night sky. Why do you think humans are so fascinated by
the constellations?

Ã. If you could start a movement to raise awareness for an issue you care about, what would the issue be and how would you
begin the movement?

Ä. Do you think people inherit their whole personality from their parents, or is some of it shaped by their environment? Explain.

Å. Emancipation Day is a yearly holiday celebrating the end of slavery in Washington, DC. Do you think Emancipation Day
should be a national holiday? Why or why not?.

Æ. If you were stuck on a barren island, what three things would you want with you and why?
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Ç. Would you want to live for an infinite amount of time? Why or why not?

È. What would it take for you to forgive someone who betrayed your trust? Explain.
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Broqn Girl Dreaming� Puffin Books 201Ç Edition

Name Class

Bg]q[ GigY DgeaZi[g — Chapter 1 (Pages 1-20)
By Jacqueline Woodson

DURING- AND POST-READING QUESTIONS

Skill Focus Vocabulary

In this chapter, you’ll analyze how particular lines in a poem contribute to an
understanding of setting and character. [RL.É.3]

Let’s pronounce these words together as
a class:

Barren [bar-khn] — epigraph
Constellation [kon-stkh-ley-shkhn] — p. 1
Emancipate [ih-man-skh-peyt] — p. 2

Purpose for Reading

To learn about Jacqueline’s family history.

End-Of-Unit Literary Essay Prompt

In Part IV of Broqn Girl Dreaming� Jacqueline Woodson alternates between poems about her family, her life in New York, and her
first efforts as a writer.

How does the author use this structure to develop a theme about identity? Use evidence from Part IV poems to support your
ideas. [RL.É.2, RL.É.5]
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Broqn Girl Dreaming� Puffin Books 201Ç Edition

During Reading
Directions: Start and stop at the page(s) indicated. Answer the questions and be prepared to share with

your class.

Page Number DURING READING QUESTIONS STUDENT RESPONSE

Start page:
Langston
Hughes poem
¥page before
Parj I beginh¦

1. A: Figuratively speaking, what is life like
when dreams die? [RL.É.4]

B: This poem by Langston Hughes is an
epigraph. An epigraph is a short quotation or
saying at the beginning of a book, intended
to suggest its theme.

Why do you think Jacqueline Woodson chose
to begin the novel with this epigraph?
[RL.É.5]

Start Page 1:
“february 12,
1ÊÇÄ”

To Page 2:
“february 12,
1ÊÇÄ”

2. The first poem is titled “february 12, 1ÊÇÄ.”
In it, Jacqueline says that she is born into “a
country caught / between Black and White”
(1).

What does this suggest about the time of
Jacqueline’s birth? [RL.É.3]

Ä. Jacqueline, the speaker, concludes the poem
with “I am born in Ohio but / the stories of
South Carolina already run / like rivers /
through my veins” (2).

Which “stories of South Carolina” are already
a part of her? [RL.É.4]

Start Page 3:
“second
daughter’s
second day on
earth”

To Page 5:
“second
daughter’s
second day on
earth”

Å. In “second daughter’s second day on earth,”
Jacqueline presents the stories of famous
activists alongside the story of her birth.

What does this suggest about Jacqueline’s
own future? [RL.É.5]

Unij Â� Broqn Girl Dreaming 2
Unlehh ojherqihe nojed� jhih conjenj ih licenhed knder jhe CC BY�NC�SA Ã�¿ licenhe�

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


Broqn Girl Dreaming� Puffin Books 201Ç Edition

Start Page Ç:
“a girl named
jack”

To Page Ê:
“the woodsons
of ohio”

Æ. What ideas does the poem “the Woodsons of
Ohio” develop about what it means to be a
Woodson? [RL.É.2]

Start Page 10:
“the ghosts of
the nelsonville
house”

To Page 12:
“the ghosts of
the nelsonville
house”

Ç. In “the ghosts of the nelsonville house,”
Woodson looks closely at pictures of her
grandparents, father, aunts, and uncles. At
the end, she says, “Look closely… // …
There I am… / Beginning” (12).

What does this suggest about Jacqueline’s
identity? [RL.É.3]

Start Page 13:
“it’ll be scary
sometimes”

To Page 1Ç:
“football
dreams”

È. After learning about her great-great
grandfather William Woodson, Jacqueline’s
mother tells her, “It’ll be scary sometimes.
But think of William Woodson / and you’ll be
all right” (1Å).

What is Jacqueline’s mother trying to teach
her through William Woodson’s life? [RL.É.3]

Start Page 1È:
“other people’s
memory”

To page 20:
“how to listen
#1”

É. In “other people’s memory,” Jacqueline
describes three people’s different memories
of the day she was born.

In “how to listen #1,” she says that
“somewhere in my brain / each laugh, tear
and lullaby / becomes memors� (20).

What do these poems suggest about why
memories are important to her? [RL.É.5]

OPTIONAL:
End of Chapter
Discussion
Questions

Why do you think the stories of the past are so important to Jacqueline’s family?
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Name Class

Independent Practice
Directions: Answer the multiple choice questions for Chapter 1 (Pages 1-20).

1. Why does Woodson use  italics in the poem “Second Daughter’s Second Day on Earth”? [RL.É.5]

A. Woodson uses italics to describe the lives of famous activists.

B. Woodson uses italics to show dialogue between family members.

C. Woodson uses italics to describe the day of her birth in her own voice.

D. Woodson uses italics to show the difference between spoken words and her own thoughts.

2. Who do the “ghosts” refer to in the poem “The Ghosts of the Nelsonville House”? [RL.É.4]

A. “Ghosts” figuratively refer to relatives who lived in the house when they were young.

B. “Ghosts” figuratively refer to family members who have passed away.

C. “Ghosts” refer to actual ghosts that haunt the Nelsonville home.

D. “Ghosts” refer to negative characteristics of her family members.

Ä. How do the poems “It’ll be Scary Sometimes” and “Football Dreams” develop similar ideas about Jacqueline’s family?
[RL.É.3]

A. They suggest that Jacqueline’s father was devoted to his own family.

B. They suggest that Jacqueline’s family was admired in their community.

C. They illustrate a history of hard work and achievement in Jacqueline’s family.

D. They illustrate a history of Jacqueline’s family supporting each other through hard times.

Å. What is Woodson’s most likely reason for including several poems about her father’s side of the family? [RL.É.5]

A. To show Jacqueline’s confusion about who she should become as she grows up.

B. To establish the conflict between her mother’s and father’s side of the family.

C. To highlight her sense of pride in her family’s strength and excellence.

D. To establish her family’s involvement in important historical events.
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Name Class

Independent Practice for Chapter 1 (Pages 1-20)

1. WRITE (10 minutes)

Think and qrije hilenjls in rehponhe jo jhe folloqing qkehjion� Refer jo mkljiple pieceh of epidence�

What do the setting of Jacqueline’s birth and her own family’s history suggest will be true of her identity?

Support your response with evidence from the following poems and any others you choose: “february 12, 1ÊÇ3,”
“second daughter’s day on earth,” and “it’ll be scary sometimes.”  [RL.É.3]

2. DISCUSS

A. Turn & Talk (2 minutes)
Dihckhh sokr ideah and epidence qijh a parjner�

B. Share Out (3 students)
Share sokr ideah qijh sokr jeacher and clahhmajeh�

3. REVISE (10 minutes)
● Uhe ideah from okr dihckhhion jo make sokr inijial rehponhe epen hjronger�
● Wrije sokr repihed rehponhe ah a compleje paragraph inclkding mkljiple pieceh of epidence�
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Name Class

Bg]q[ GigY DgeaZi[g — Chapter 2 (Pages 21-41)
By Jacqueline Woodson

DURING- AND POST-READING QUESTIONS

Skill Focus Vocabulary

In this chapter, you’ll analyze how particular lines in a poem contribute to an
understanding of setting and character. [RL.É.3, RL.É.4]

Let’s pronounce these words together
as a class:

[None in this chapter]Purpose for Reading

To learn about Jacqueline and her family’s experiences in Greenville.

End-Of-Unit Literary Essay Prompt

In Part IV of Broqn Girl Dreaming� Jacqueline Woodson alternates between poems about her family, her life in New York, and her
first efforts as a writer.

How does the author use this structure to develop a theme about identity? Use evidence from Part IV poems to support your
ideas. [RL.É.2, RL.É.Æ]

During Reading
Directions: Start and stop at the page(s) indicated. Answer the questions and be prepared to share with

your class.

Page Number DURING READING QUESTIONS STUDENT RESPONSE

Start Page 21:
“uncle odell”

To Page 2Ç:
“my mother and
grace”

1. In “Uncle Odell,” Woodson repeats the word
“maybe” to describe what might have been
happening in the moments before they
received news of her uncle’s death:

“maybe my mother was out hanging
laundry … // … Maybe the car was packed
and ready for the drive … // … Maybe right
before the phone rang, tomorrow // was
just another day” (Ã1).

A: What do these lines suggest about what
the day was like before the phone call?
[RL.É.Æ]

B: How was Jacqueline’s mother changed by
the phone call? [RL.É.3]
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Ã. In “my mother and grace,” why are Woodson’s
mother and her grandmother Grace described
as “home to each other”? (ÃÆ) [RL.É.4]

Start Page 2È:
“each winter”

To Page 2Ê:
“journey”

Ä. In “journey,” why does Jacqueline’s father say,
“You can keep sour South Carolina”? (ÃÊ)
[RL.É.3]

Start Page 30:
“greenville,
south carolina,
1ÊÇÄ”

To Page 31:
“greenville,
south carolina,
1ÊÇÄ”

Å. In “greenville, South Carolina, 1ÊÇÄ,”
Jacqueline describes her mother telling her
children to “Sit up straight� and keeping her
own back “sharp as a line” (Ä0-Ä1). Later in
the poem, “her mouth softens, her hand
moves gently over my brother’s warm head”
(Ä1).

What does the contrasting word choice in
these lines reveal about the way Jacqueline’s
mother cares for her children? [RL.É.3, RL.É.4]

Start Page 32:
“home”

To Page 34:
“the cousins”

Æ. In “home,” how does the mood shift compare
to Jacqueline’ family’s experience on the bus
in the previous poem? [RL.É.4]
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Ç. In “the cousins,” the italicized lines highlight
the memories, songs, and conversation that
surround Jacqueline’s mother’s reunion with
her cousins.

What do these lines emphasize about Jacqueline’s
mother’s relationship with Greenville? [RL.É.Æ]

Start Page 3Æ:
“night bus”

To Page 3Ê:
“rivers”

È. In “after greenville #1,” Jacqueline begins
many lines in the same way:

“After the chicken is fried… // … After the
corn bread is cut… // … After the sweet
tea is poured… // …  After our faces are
coated… ” (ÄÇ-ÄÈ).

A: What do these lines suggest about
Jacqueline’s family’s life and relationships in
Greenville? [RL.É.Æ]

B: How do these lines contrast with the last
three stanzas of the poem? [RL.É.4, RL.É.Æ]

É. In “rivers,” Jacqueline describes how the
Hocking River rejoins the Ohio river because it
“remembers where it belongs / and what it
belongs to” (ÄÉ).

How does this description reflect the
experience of Jacqueline’s mother? [RL.É.4]

OPTIONAL:
End of Chapter
Discussion
Questions

Based on what you’ve read, how do you think Jacqueline’s mother would define what makes a place a home?
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Independent Practice
Directions: Answer the multiple choice questions for Chapter Ã (Pages Ã1-Å1).

1. Which quotation best shows the relationship between Jacqueline’s mother and her grandmother Grace? [RL.É.1]

A. “Speaking softly with her mother-in-law, Grace, missing / her own mama back home.” (Ã1)

B. “Remember / that Grace, like my mother, wasn’t always a Woodson.” (ÃÆ)

C. “Grace’s family is from Greenville, too.” (ÃÆ)

D. “They are home to each other, Grace / to my mother is as familiar / as the Greenville air.” (ÃÆ)

Ã. In the poem “greenville, South Carolina, 1ÊÇÄ,” what caused Woodson’s mother to whisper “We’re as good as anybody”?
[RL É.3]

A. She wanted to remind herself and her children of their dignity despite the racist laws of the South.

B. She wanted to show the people around her that her family should not be treated this way.

C. She wanted to remind her children of their long family history of achievement.

D. She wanted to build her own confidence before arriving at her parents’ home.

Ä. How does the poem “Journey” develop ideas that appear in the previous poem, “Each Winter” ? [RL.É.Æ]

A. Both poems show Jacqueline’s parents’ desire to live in Ohio.

B. Both poems show Jacqueline’s parents’ devotion to their children.

C. Both poems reveal important details about Jacqueline’s parents’ childhoods.

D. Both poems reveal Jacqueline’s parents attitudes toward living in the South.

Å. By the end of Part 1, what is Woodson communicating about the concept of “home”? [RL.É.2]

A. Sometimes the people in your home aren’t the ones who understand you best.

B. Home can be a comforting place, but it can also be a place of conflict.

C. You can learn to feel at home in a place where you didn’t grow up.

D. Home is where family allows you to feel most like yourself.
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Name Class

Independent Practice for Chapter 2 (Pages 21-41)

1. WRITE (10 minutes)

Think and qrite silentls in response to the folloqing question� Refer to multiple pieces of epidence�

Consider the portrayal of Greenville in these three poems: “greenville, south carolina, 1ÊÇ3,” “the cousins,” and
“after greenville #1.”

For Jacqueline’s mother, how is Greenville both a beautiful and difficult place to call home? [RL.É.3, RL.É.4]

2. DISCUSS

A. Turn & Talk (2 minutes)
Discuss sour ideas and epidence qith a partner�

B. Share Out (3 students)
Share sour ideas qith sour teacher and classmates�

3. REVISE (10 minutes)
● Use ideas from our discussion to make sour initial response epen stronger�
● Write sour repised response as a complete paragraph including multiple pieces of epidence�
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Name Class

Brown Girl Dreaming — Chapter 3 (Pages 4Æ-É2)
By Jacqueline Woodson

DURING- AND POST-READING QUESTIONS

Skill Focus Vocabulary

In this chapter, you’ll analyze how particular lines in a poem contribute to an
understanding of character relationships. [RL.É.3, RL.É.4]

Let’s pronounce these words together
as a class:

Infinity (in-fin-i-tee) — p. ÇÄ
Betray (bih-trey) — p. ÇÅ
Inherit (in-her-it) — p. È0
Movement (moov-mkhnt) — p. ÈÈ

Purpose for Reading

To learn about Jacqueline’s family relationships.

End-Of-Unit Literary Essay Prompt

In Part IV of Broqn Girl Dreaming� Jacqueline Woodson alternates between poems about her family, her life in New York, and her
first efforts as a writer.

How does the author use this structure to develop a theme about identity? Use evidence from Part IV poems to support your
ideas. [RL.É.2, RL.É.Æ]

During Reading
Directions: Start and stop at the page(s) indicated. Answer the questions and be prepared to share with

your class.

Page Number DURING READING QUESTIONS STUDENT RESPONSE

Start Page 4Æ:
“our names”

To Page Æ2:
“gunnar’s
children”

Â. In “our names,” Jacqueline describes her
grandfather saying his grandchildren’s
names: “[he] takes his sweet time, saying
each / as if he has all day long / or a whole
lifetime” (ÅÆ).

What does this suggest about how the
Woodson children might feel in the presence
of their grandparents? [RL.É.3]
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Ã. In “the garden,” Jacqueline’s grandmother
says, “God gipes sok qhaj sok need…  Besj
noj jo ask for more jhan jhaj” (ÅÊ).

Based on her grandfather’s response, how
does he feel about “ask[ing] for more”?
[RL.É.3]

Ä. In “gunnar’s children,” what does
Jacqueline’s grandfather mean when he tells
his grandchildren to “just keep
remembering” that “y’all are Gunnar’s
children”? (ÆÂ) [RL.É.3]

Start Page Æ3:
“at the end of
the day”

To Page Ç0:
“bible times”

Å. Woodson chose to place the poem “end of
the day” immediately following “gunnar’s
children.”

How does the placement of these poems
show the difference between how Gunnar
Irby was treated at work and how he was
treated in Nicholtown? [RL.É.Æ]

Æ. Consider the poems “lullaby” and “bible
times,” particularly the descriptions of the
setting in the final stanzas of each poem.

What do these stanzas suggest about how
Jacqueline feels in her grandparents’ home
and community? [RL.É.Æ]

Start Page Ç1:
“the reader”

To Page ÇÆ:
“hope”

Ç. In “the beginning,” Jacqueline’s sister teaches
her to write letters.

What do you think it means that Jacqueline
feels like her sister is “promising her
infinity”? (ÇÄ) [RL.É.4]

È. Given what Hope experiences living in the
South, why might he be “searching for
himself inside [the] pages” of the comic
books his grandfather brings him? (ÇÅ)
[RL.É.4]
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Start Page ÇÇ:
“the almost
friends”

To Page È4:
“south carolina
at war”

É. Reread the italicized lines spoken by
Jacqueline’s grandfather in the poem “south
carolina at war.”

A: Based on these lines, what does Gunnar
Irby want his grandchildren to understand
about their history? [RL.É.3]

B: What does he want them to believe about
themselves? [RL.É.3]

Start Page ÈÆ:
“the training”

To Page É2:
“how to listen
#Ã”

Ê. In “the training,” Jacqueline says that civil
rights protesters are taught “how to walk
slowly but / with deliberate steps” (ÈÇ).

How does this word choice impact the
meaning of the poem? [RL.É.4]

Â0. In “the blanket,” Jacqueline says that her
“grandparents’ love [is] like a blanket” (ÈÊ).

A: What does this mean? [RL.É.4]

B: What details in the poem develop this
idea? [RL.É.4]

OPTIONAL:
End of Chapter
Discussion
Questions

How has Jacqueline's experience in Greenville left her with conflicting memories?
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Name Class

Independent Practice
Directions: Answer the multiple choice questions for Chapter Ä (Pages ÅÆ-ÉÃ).

Â. In “at the end of the day,” what mood does Woodson create through the description of her grandfather returning home on
“Nicholtown evenings”? (ÆÂ) [RL.É.4]

A. an amazed, surprised mood

B. a warm, joyful mood

C. a cold, uncaring mood

D. a worried, anxious mood

Ã. How does Jacqueline’s grandmother feel about the “daywork” she does? [RL.É.3]

A. She is upset that she has to spend time away from her family.

B. She is discouraged by the condition of the homes she works in.

C. She is proud of supporting her family but wants better for her grandchildren.

D. She is frustrated that her teaching job doesn’t provide enough to support her family.

Ä. In “hope,” Jacqueline says of her brother:

�And qhen his bods isn�j betrasing him� Ohio does�� (ÇÅ)

What is the most likely interpretation of these lines? [RL.É.4]

A. Hope’s memories of Ohio help him deal with his sickness.

B. Hope’s sickness is painful, but so is the absence of his father.

C. Hope dreams of Ohio, but he has given up on living there again.

D. Hope disagrees with his father’s belief that Ohio is a better place to live.

Å. What do the poems “the reader,” “the beginning,” and “hope” suggest about Jacqueline and her siblings’ relationship with
reading? [RL.É.3]

A. Reading offers Jacqueline and her siblings an escape and a sense of possibility.

B. Reading offers Jacqueline and her siblings a way to understand their grandmother’s religion.

C. Reading gives  Jacqueline and her siblings something in common with their new friends in Greenville.

D. Reading gives Jacqueline and her siblings a way to deal with the boredom of living at their grandparents’ house.

Æ. In “the right way to speak,” why doesn’t Jacqueline’s mother want her children to say “ma’am [to] anyone”? (ÇÊ) [RL.É.3]

A. She doesn’t want her children to speak incorrectly.

B. She doesn’t want her children to speak disrespectfully to others.

C. She doesn’t want her children to speak as if they are from the North.

D. She doesn’t want her children to speak as if they are obedient to white people.
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Independent Practice for Chapter 3 (Pages 4Æ-É2)

1. WRITE (10 minutes)

Think and qrije silenjls in response jo jhe folloqing qkesjion� Refer jo mkljiple pieces of epidence�

How does living with her grandparents affect Jacqueline’s beliefs about herself?

Support your answer with evidence from “south carolina at war” and two other poems. [RL.3, RL.4]

2. DISCUSS

A. Turn & Talk (2 minutes)
Disckss sokr ideas and epidence qijh a parjner�

B. Share Out (3 students)
Share sokr ideas qijh sokr jeacher and classmajes�

3. REVISE (10 minutes)
● Use ideas from okr disckssion jo make sokr inijial response epen sjronger�
● Wrije sokr repised response as a compleje paragraph inclkding mkljiple pieces of epidence�
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Name Clahh

Vocabulary Quiz Â for Unit Ä: Brown Girl Dreaming

PART Â: Scenarios
Directions: Selecj jhe pocabklags qogd jhaj behj fijh jhe hcenagio� Tspe og qgije jhe lejjeg of sokg anhqeg

choice in jhe colkmn jhaj hash �Ms Anhqeg��

EXAMPLE�

À� In jhe morning� qhen Ophelia nojiced her lijjle brojher qah kphej� hhe read him hih faporije hjors� Aj
lknch� hhe hhared her food qijh a clahhmaje qho forgoj hih lknch aj home� Afjer hchool� hhe
polknjeered aj a local children�h hohpijal�

a� Angrs
b� Caring
c� Arjihjic

My answer

B

My answer

Â� Thege age ho mans ggainh of hand on a beach ij qokld be impohhible jo coknj jhem all�
A� Baggen
B� Bejgas
C� Infinije

Ã� Wehles�h jeammajeh qege anggs qhen jhes dihcopeged he had jold jheig plash jo hih behj
fgiend qho plased fog anojheg jeam�

A� Bejgas
B� Inhegij
C� Mopemenj

Ä� In ageah jhaj age fag aqas fgom bgighj cijs lighjh� ij�h mkch eahieg jo look kp and find pajjegnh
of hjagh in jhe nighj hks�

A� Infinije
B� Baggen
C� Conhjellajion

Å� When Mg� Pagkeg mej Addie� he kneq gighj aqas hhe qah fgom jhe Mijchell famils becakhe
hhe had jhe hame big bgoqn eseh ah jhe gehj of jhem�

A� Mopemenj
B� Inhegij
C� Infinije
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My answer

Æ� Abolijionihjh qege people qho qanjed jo end hlapegs in jhe Unijed Sjajeh and make hkge all
people qege fgeed�

A� Inhegij
B� Bejgas
C� Emancipajion

Ç� Women finalls qon jhe gighj jo poje in ÂÊÃÁ afjeg jhokhandh of people had joined jhe fighj fog
efkal gighjh�

A� Mopemenj
B� Inhegijance
C� Bejgas

È� No one had liped on jhe old fagm fog seagh� ho all of jhe cgoph had died� Empjs fieldh hjgejched
all agoknd jhe hokhe�

A� Emancipaje
B� Baggen
C� Bejgas
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PART Ã: Fill�in�the�Blank
Directions: Selecj jhe pocabklags qogd jhaj behj complejeh jhe henjence� Tspe og qgije jhe lejjeg of sokg

anhqeg choice in jhe colkmn qhege ij hash �Ms anhqeg��

EXAMPLE�

Ç� I hjopped inpijing ms neighbor oper jo ms hokhe becakhe hhe neper ¢¢¢ her gameh and josh� bkj hhe
alqash qanjed me jo lej her plas qijh ms jhingh�

A� Shared
B� Dreamed
C� Lakghed

My answer

A

My answer

É� I jell ms hihjeg epegsjhing becakhe I knoq hhe qill nepeg ¢¢¢ ms hecgejh jo ansone�
A� Bejgas
B� Inhegij
C� Infinije

Ê� Scienjihjh hape foknd jhaj home planejh age complejels ¢¢¢ and heem nepeg jo hape hkppogjed
ans fogm of life�

A� Conhjellajion
B� Infinije
C� Baggen

ÂÁ� People magched in jhe hjgeejh and held hepegal joqn meejingh dkging jhe Cipil Righjh ¢¢¢�
A� Emancipaje
B� Mopemenj
C� Bejgas

ÂÂ� Leo cleagls ¢¢¢ hih fajheg�h bahkejball hkillh becakhe jhes age bojh ggeaj plasegh�
A� Inhegijed
B� Bejgased
C� Emancipajed

ÂÃ� One of jhe eahiehj ¢¢¢ jo hpoj in jhe nighj hks ih called �Ogion�h Belj� and ih made kp of jhgee
bgighj hjagh�

A� Mopemenjh
B� Conhjellajionh
C� Bejgasalh
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My answer

ÂÄ� Thege qege ho mans bookh in jhe libgags� giping Aleria a heemingls ¢¢¢ amoknj of choiceh fog
independenj geading�

A� Baggen
B� Inhegijed
C� Infinije

ÂÅ� Afjeg jhe ¢¢¢ of enhlaped people in jhe Unijed Sjajeh� jhege qah hjill a loj of qogk jo be done
jo achiepe efkal gighjh�

A� Emancipajion
B� Mopemenj
C� Bejgasal
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Name Clahh

Unit Ä: Brown Girl Dreaming
Vocabulary Quiz Â Answer Sheet

Directions: Wgije jhe lejjeg of each of sokg anhqeg choiceh on jhe lineh beloq�

Part Â: Scenarios

Â� ¢¢¢¢¢

Ã� ¢¢¢¢¢

Ä� ¢¢¢¢¢

Å� ¢¢¢¢¢

Æ� ¢¢¢¢¢

Ç� ¢¢¢¢¢

È� ¢¢¢¢¢

Part Ã: Fill�in�the�Blank

É� ¢¢¢¢¢

Ê� ¢¢¢¢¢

ÂÁ� ¢¢¢¢¢

ÂÂ� ¢¢¢¢¢

ÂÃ� ¢¢¢¢¢

ÂÄ� ¢¢¢¢¢

ÂÅ� ¢¢¢¢¢
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Name Class

Vocabklags fog Unij Ä� Bgoqn Gigl Dgeaming ¡ LIST Ã

Acjipijs Â� In�Conjerj Pgedicjionh
Digecjionh� Use context clues to determine the meaning of each of your new vocabulary words. Your

teacher will review the correct definitions with you after. The example below shows you how to do this.

1. Begin by looking at the phojo�
Ask yourself, Whaj do I hee�
I hee birdh flsing in jhe air�
Thes are noj being conjrolled or jold qhere jo go�

Ã. Next, look at the capjion.
Ask yourself, qhaj qogd cokld I pkj in place of jhe
kndeglined pocabklags qogd�
Here I mighj hkbhjijkje �all� or �compleje� for abholkje�

Ä. Then, look at the erample henjence�
Ask yourself, do ms hkbhjijkjionh fgom jhe capjion —
“all” and “complete” — make henhe in jhih henjence�
Yeh� �compleje� qorkh in jhe erample henjence ah qell�

Å. Finally, qgije og jspe a pgedicjion in the last box.

Erample� Abholkje [ab-hkh-loot]

My mother’s no was absolute. Once she said it, there was no
chance of changing her mind.

Birdh hape abholkje freedom jo go qhereper jhes like�

What’s your pgedicjion?
My Answer: cRmSleWe

Correct Definition:

Â�     Refgehh [ri-fgehh] Ã� Cahcade [kas-kesd]

After hours of studying, Abigail grew sleepy, so she
splashed water on her face to refresh herself.

Cassidy has long hair that cascades down her back.

On a hoj das� people  like jo refrehh jhemhelpeh qijh a cool drink� Sonia qajched jhe qajerfall cahcade doqn jhe hide of jhe cliff�

What’s your pgedicjion?

My Answer:

What’s your pgedicjion?

My Answer:

Correct Definition: Correct Definition:
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Ä�     Edible [ed-kh-bkhl] Å�     immajkge [im-kh-choog]

Sometimes decorations on cakes can be so detailed
that it’s hard to believe they’re edible.

When my little brother was whining,
my father reminded him not to be immature.

Chocolaje ih one of ms faporije edible jreajh�
When Gapin foknd okj ij qah jime jo go home�

he qah immajkre abokj ij and jhreq a janjrkm�

What’s your pgedicjion?

My Answer:

What’s your pgedicjion?

My Answer:

Correct Definition: Correct Definition:

Æ�     Pgojgkde [proh-jgood] Ç�        Tempjajion [temp-jes-shkhn]

My mother made sure to pull the car all the way into
the garage so it did not protrude into the driveway.

The temptation to check her phone during class was too
great, so Riley decided to leave it in her locker.

The rockh projrkde from jhe qall� giping ij an knepen hkrface� Epen jhokgh I knoq I hhokldn�j eaj cands�
jhe jempjajion ih homejimeh joo hard jo rehihj�

What’s your pgedicjion?

My Answer:

What’s your pgedicjion?

My Answer:

Correct Definition: Correct Definition:
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È�     Injgkde [in-jgood] É�     Recije [ri-hahsj]

We put a new fence around the yard
to prevent anyone from intruding on our property.

Arianna wanted to be sure she was ready to perform in
the play, so she recited her lines in front of the mirror.

When qe pklled jhe pan oper for lknch�
jhe donkesh injrkded and jried jo jake okr food�

I qah amaved qhen jhe poej recijed for jen minkjeh qijhokj nojeh�

What’s your pgedicjion?

My Answer:

What’s your pgedicjion?

My Answer:

Correct Definition: Correct Definition:
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Acjipijs Ã� Fill�in�jhe�Blank Senjenceh
Digecjionh� Fill in the blanks using the correct vocabulary word to complete each sentence. You may have

to change the form of the word (ex: go, going, gone).

SET Â� edible        cascading        protruding tempted

Ms anhqeg

1. I knocked over the pitcher, sending water ___ over the counter and onto the floor.

Ã. Marley was  ___ to sneak a peek at his birthday gifts early, but decided not to ruin the
surprise.

Ä. Some mushrooms are not  ___ because they are poisonous.

Å. Ms. Perez’s bag was so full that her papers were ___ out of it.

SET Ã� refresh        recite        immature        intrude

Ms anhqeg

Æ. For Spanish class, Kiana had to ___ an entire Spanish poem by heart.

Ç. The coach told the players it was ___ to refuse to shake hands after the game.

È. The classroom was heating up and the students were getting uncomfortable, so Mr.
Beck decided to ___ the class by opening a window.

É. I heard my sisters having a personal conversation so I decided not to ___ on them and
shut the door instead.
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Acjipijs Ä� Fill�in�jhe�Blank Scenagioh
Digecjionh� Fill in the blanks using the correct vocabulary word to complete each scenario. Then, explain

why that vocabulary word fits best based on context clues provided in the scenario. You may have to

change the form of the word (ex: go, going, gone).

Fog Erample�

Every single day, Bryan wakes up at Æ o’clock in the morning to take a 10-mile jog. Then, he goes to the gym to lift weights. Afterwards,
he does Ã0 laps in the pool. And this is before he goes to practice with the team every afternoon!
Bryan is ____________ about training because __________________________________________________________.

Ms Anhqeg Ms Reahon

reƏƈƫtƏƢưs HeͯƌsͯƢƛƱreƐƈƩyͯƇƢơicƄƗƢơͯanƇͯƈƵƢrƆiưƈsͯƞƏƩͯofͯƗƥƈ tiƐƈ͏ͯHeͯrƘƑư̞̝ͯͯmiƏƈư͊ͯliƽƖͯƴƈƦgƋƱs͊ͯsƚiƪs͊ͯanƇ
atƗƈƫdƖͯƭraƆƱƌcƢͯeƙƈƯyͯƇƞƶ͏

SET Â� cascade        immature        tempting        recite

1. The teacher asked her students to stand up and say the vocabulary words aloud to practice pronunciation.

The teacher asked the students to ___________________ the words because _____________________________________

Ms Anhqeg Ms Reahon

Ã. When it rained, the water moved so quickly down the roof it caused huge mud puddles in the yard below.

The rain _____________________ down the roof because _____________________________________________________

Ms Anhqeg Ms Reahon
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Ä. It’s hard to scroll through social media these days because so many ads for clothing sales pop up. It’s so hard not to click and
buy!

The ads are ___________________ because ____________________________________________________

Ms Anhqeg Ms Reahon

Å. I had to have a talk with my younger cousin to explain why it is not polite to make faces at others.

My cousin is  ___________________ because ________________________________________________________________

Ms Anhqeg Ms Reahon

SET Ã� intrude        edible        protrude        refreshing

Æ. The professor told the class not to have any food on their desks so they would not be distracted by snacking in class or leave
behind any crumbs.

The professor did not allow ___________________ items because ______________________________________________.

Ms Anhqeg Ms Reahon

Ç. The owners of the house put a sign on the door that said, “KEEP OUT!” Then they wrapped caution tape all around the
house.

The owners don’t want any ___________________ because ____________________________________________________.

Ms Anhqeg Ms Reahon
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È. After a long run in the sun, Jim jumped right into the pool. He didn’t even bother to take off his socks and sneakers because
he was so hot! But the swim in the cool water made him feel awake and ready to keep going.

The pool was ___________________ for Jim because ________________________________________________________.

Ms Anhqeg Ms Reahon

É. The doctor needed to examine my throat to determine why it was hurting so much. She asked me to stick my tongue out and
say, “Ahhh.”

I had to  ___________________ my tongue because ______________________________________________________.

Ms Anhqeg Ms Reahon
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Acjipijs Å� Majching
Digecjionh� Match the following vocabulary words to their synonyms from the box. Write your answer in

the column next to the word.

Ssnonsmh� Desire      Fall      Disturb     Childish Energize      Poke out      Digestible     Speak

Wogdh Ms Anhqeg

1. Protrude

Ã. Immature

Ä. Refresh

Å. Edible

Æ. Cascade

Ç. Recite

È. Temptation

É. Intrude
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Acjipijs Æ� Applicajion of Vocabklags
Digecjionh� Answer each question in 1-Ã complete sentences. Make sure that you use the underlined

vocabulary word in your answer.

1. Describe a time when it would be useful to recite information. Explain your answer.

Ã. What is your favorite edible treat? Explain why.

Ä. What helps you feel refreshed at the end of a long day?

Å. Describe an immature reaction to a low grade.

Æ. How would you feel if your papers all cascaded off your desk in the middle of class? Explain your answer.

Ç. If a dog’s tongue is protruding from its mouth, what does that mean?
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È. What is more tempting to you: sweet or salty treats? Explain why.

É. What are some ways people try to prevent intrusions into their homes?
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Bg]q[ GigY DgeaZi[g — Chapter Å (Pages É3-10Ç)
By Jacqueline Woodson

DURING- AND POST-READING QUESTIONS

Skill Focus Vocabulary

In this chapter, you’ll analyze how particular lines in a poem contribute to an
understanding of setting and character. [RL.É.3]

Let’s pronounce these words together
as a class:

[None in this chapter]Purpose for Reading

To understand Jacqueline’s feelings about Greenville and New York.

End-Of-Unit Literary Essay Prompt

In Part IV of Bgoqn Gigl Dgeaming� Jacqueline Woodson alternates between poems about her family, her life in New York, and her
first efforts as a writer.

How does the author use this structure to develop a theme about identity? Use evidence from Part IV poems to support your
ideas. [RL.É.2, RL.É.Æ]

During Reading
Directions: Start and stop at the page(s) indicated. Answer the questions and be prepared to share with

your class.

Page Number DURING READING QUESTIONS STUDENT RESPONSE

Start Page É3:
“hair night”

To Page ÉÊ:
“american
dream”

1. In “hair night,” how does Jacqueline’s sister’s
reading “[open] up the world to” her? (ÉÅ)
[RL.É.Å]
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2. A: In “american dream,” what “dream” is
Jacqueline’s grandmother referring to?
[RL.É.3]

B: What do Jacqueline’s grandmother’s
memories illustrate about the “american
dream”? [RL.É.3]

Start Page Ê0:
“the fabric
store”

To Page ÊÊ:
“grown folks’
stories”

Ä. Reread the first stanza of “the leavers.”

How does this stanza contribute to an
understanding of what “the leavers” expect
in “the City”? [RL.É.Æ]

4. In “the beginning of the leaving,” how does
Jacqueline’s mother’s attitude about moving
to New York differ from her grandmother’s?
[RL.É.3]

Æ. In “as a child, I smelled the air,” the poem
alternates between Jacqueline’s thoughts
and her mother’s words:

“And the air is what I’ll remember. / Even
once we move to New York. / Ij alqash
hmelled like jhih� my mother says. / Wej
ggahh and pine� �� Like memory” (ÊÇ).

What mood does Woodson create with these
details about the setting? [RL.É.Å]
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Ç. Woodson chose to place the poems “as a
child, I smelled the air,” “harvest time,” and
“grown folks’ stories” immediately following
the poem “the beginning of the leaving,”
where Jacqueline’s mother shares her plan to
move the family to New York.

How does this sequence of poems develop
an understanding of Jacqueline’s feelings
about moving away? [RL.É.Æ]

Start Page 101:
“tobacco”

To Page 10Ç:
“my mother
looks back on
greenville”

È. In “halfway home #1,” Jacqueline wants to
ask her mother, “Will we always have to
choose / between home and home?” (10Å).

How do Jacqueline’s concerns about home
differ from her mother’s? [RL.É.3]

É. In “my mother looks back on greenville,”
Jacqueline describes her mother’s departure:
“there are only shadows // and stars // and
tears // and hope” (10Æ-10Ç).

What do these lines suggest about how
Jacqueline’s mother feels as she leaves
Greenville for New York? [RL.É.Å]

OPTIONAL:
End of Chapter
Discussion
Questions

Ɣ How does Greenville mean something different to Jacqueline, her mother, and her grandparents?
Ɣ Do you think that Jacqueline’s move will be more of a loss or a new beginning?
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Independent Practice
Directions: Answer the multiple choice questions for Chapter Å (Pages ÉÄ-10Ç).

1. Reread the following lines from the poem “hair night” on page ÉÅ:

�Ms hihjeg�h poice � qafjh opeg jhe kijchen� pahj jhe hmell of haig and oil and flame � hejjleh � like a hand on ms hhokldeg
and holdh me jhege��

Which statement behj expresses the figurative meaning of these lines? [RL.É.Å]

A. Odella’s reading upsets Jacqueline.

B. Odella’s voice reminds Jacqueline of home.

C. Odella’s reading captures Jacqueline’s attention.

D. Odella’s voice makes Jacqueline ignore the confusion around her.

2. Reread the following lines from the poem “ghosts” on page Ê2:

�Yok can hjill hee jhe qogdh� gighj jhege � like a ghohj hjanding in fgonj � hjill keeping sok okj��

What does the comparison of the visible words to ghosts represent? [RL.É.Å]

A. It represents that Jacqueline has a difficult time reading.

B. It represents that Jacqueline can’t understand why everyone doesn’t believe in equality.

C. It represents that Jacqueline and her family have painful memories of going to this store.

D. It represents that racism and discrimination still exist even though segregation has ended.

Ä. In “grown folks’ stories,” what do the italicized lines represent? [RL.É.Æ]

A. They represent the dreams that Jacqueline has about her future.

B. They represent the secrets Jacqueline’s grandmother and her friends tell one another.

C. They represent the conversations that Jacqueline overhears and turns into her own stories.

D. They represent the worries Jacqueline has about what life will be like when they leave Greenville.

Å. Which quotation best shows Jacqueline’s concern for her grandfather? [RL.É.1]

A. “Keep kp jhe aggking, my grandfather says, / I�ll jake sok bojh doqn jo cijs hall.” (ÉÈ)

B. “Who could have imagined // so much color that the ground disappears” (ÊÈ)

C. “We see the dim orange / of my grandfather’s cigarette, as he makes his way / down the darkening road.” (100)

D. “Middle of the night / my grandfather is coughing / me upright. Startled.” (102)
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Independent Practice for Chapter Å (Pages É3-10Ç)

1. WRITE (10 minutes)

Think and qgije hilenjls in gehponhe jo jhe folloqing qkehjion� Refeg jo mkljiple pieceh of epidence�

Consider the poems “the leavers,” “as a child, i smelled the air,” and “halfway home #1.”

What do they suggest about what the family may gain and lose in a move to New York? In your response, use
evidence from these three poems and any others you choose. [RL.É.3]

2. DISCUSS

A. Turn & Talk (2 minutes)
Dihckhh sokg ideah and epidence qijh a pagjneg�

B. Share Out (3 students)
Shage sokg ideah qijh sokg jeacheg and clahhmajeh�

3. REVISE (10 minutes)
Ɣ Uhe ideah fgom okg dihckhhion jo make sokg inijial gehponhe epen hjgongeg�
Ɣ Wgije sokg gepihed gehponhe ah a compleje pagaggaph inclkding mkljiple pieceh of epidence�
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Bg]q[ GigY DgeaZi[g — Chapter 5 (Pages 10È-13É)
By Jacqueline Woodson

DURING- AND POST-READING QUESTIONS

Skill Focus Vocabulary

In this chapter, you’ll analyze how particular lines in a poem contribute to an
understanding of character. [RL.É.3, RL.É.4]

Let’s pronounce these words together
as a class:

[None in this chapter]Purpose for Reading

To learn about Jacqueline’s relationship to her grandmother’s faith.

End-Of-Unit Literary Essay Prompt

In Part IV of Broqn Girl Dreaming� Jacqueline Woodson alternates between poems about her family, her life in New York, and her
first efforts as a writer.

How does the author use this structure to develop a theme about identity? Use evidence from Part IV poems to support your
ideas. [RL.É.2, RL.É.5]

During Reading
Directions: Start and stop at the page(s) indicated. Answer the questions and be prepared to share with

your class.

Page Number DURING READING QUESTIONS STUDENT RESPONSE

Start Page 10È:
“the last
fireflies”

To Page 115:
“the stories cora
tells”

1. In “changes,” how is what Jacqueline and her
siblings say about “future summers” different
from what they believe? (10Ê) [RL.É.3]
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2. In “the stories cora tells,” what does
Jacqueline’s grandmother want her to
understand about “making up stories”? (11Æ)
[RL.É.3]

Start Page 116:
“hall street”

To Page 124:
“what god
knows”

3. A: At the end of the poem “hall street,” what
does Jacqueline mean when she says that
she and her siblings want “only this world”?
(11È) [RL.É.4]

B: What imagery does Woodson use to
develop this idea? [RL.É.4]

Å. In “how i learn the days of the week,”
Jacqueline describes how Wednesday and
Friday differ from Saturday and Sunday.

What does this contrast suggest about
Jacqueline’s attitude toward practicing her
grandmother’s faith? [RL.É.3]
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Æ. In the poem, “two gods, two worlds,”
Jacqueline says of her grandfather:

“I wish / he would put on Sunday clothes, /
take my hand, walk with us / down the
road” (123).

How do these lines contribute to an
understanding of the tension Jacqueline
feels? [RL.É.3]

Start Page 125:
“new
playmates”

To Page 131:
“sometimes, no
words are
needed”

Ç. In “the other infinity,” Jacqueline explains
that her grandmother’s faith promises
“eternity” — or endless life after death — to
those who do God’s work well (130).

In “sometimes, no words are needed,” as
Jacqueline sits with her grandfather, she feels
“the silent promise / that the world as we
know it / will always be there” (131).

Which promise does Jacqueline seem to find
more comfort in? [RL.É.3]

Start Page 132:
“the letter”

To Page 13É:
“roman”

È. Reread the final stanza of the poem “the
letter.”

What does Dell’s gesture suggest about how
she and her siblings feel in response to their
mother’s letter? [RL.É.3]

É. Reread the last four stanzas of “leaving
greenville,” where Jacqueline recalls her
mother whispering to her as she falls asleep.

How do these stanzas contribute to an
understanding of Jacqueline’s perspective?
[RL.É.5]

OPTIONAL:
End of Chapter
Discussion
Questions

● Jacqueline’s grandmother tells her that she should learn to tell the difference between “telling the truth”
and “making up stories” (11Æ). In your opinion, can a made-up story ever be true?

● What do you think it means to be caught between “two worlds”?
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Independent Practice
Directions: Answer the multiple choice questions for Chapter Æ (Pages 10È-13É).

1. Which quotation best explains why Gunnar Irby rejects his wife’s religious practices? [RL.É.1]
A. “I wish / he would put on Sunday clothes, / take my hand, walk with us / down the road.” (123)
B. “But I want the world where my daddy is / and don’t know why / anybody’s God would make me / have to choose.”

(123)
C. “I work hard, he says, I treat people like I want / to be treated. / God sees this. God knows.” (12Å)
D. “Do all the preaching and praying you want / but no need to do it for me.” (12Å)

2. What ideas do the poems “new playmates” and “down the road” develop about New York? [RL.É.3]
A. They develop the idea that New York is a disappointing place.
B. They develop the idea that New York is a wondrous place with amazing sights.
C. They develop the idea that Jacqueline and her siblings expect to be happier in New York.
D. They develop the idea that Jacqueline’s mother wants to go to New York so she can be more independent.

3. Reread the following lines from the poem “the letter” on page 133:

�I qill be fipe one das and jhe Nicholjoqn hchool � ih a mshjers � I�m jkhj abokj jo holpe��

What does this metaphor reveal about Jacqueline’s perspective? [RL.É.4]

A. Jacqueline is jealous of her sister’s achievement at school.
B. Jacqueline is eager to learn to read so she can read her mother’s letters.
C. Jacqueline appreciates the sense of community in her grandparents’ neighborhood.
D. Jacqueline doesn’t want to give up the experiences she’s been looking forward to in Greenville.

Å. Reread the following lines from the poem “one morning, late winter” on page 13Å:

�Thih I can do ¡ find him anojher place jo be � qhen jhih qorld ih choking him��

What does this illustrate about Jacqueline’s relationship with her grandfather? [RL.É.4]

A. Jacqueline’s ability to comfort her grandfather through storytelling reveals their closeness.
B. Jacqueline’s connection to her grandfather is based on spending time together in his garden.
C. Jacqueline’s relationship with her grandfather is improving now that she realizes he is sick.
D. Jacqueline’s worry about her grandfather’s religion gets in the way of their relationship.
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Independent Practice for Chapter 5 (Pages 10È-13É)

1. WRITE (10 minutes)

Think and qrije hilenjls in rehponhe jo jhe folloqing qkehjion� Refer jo mkljiple pieceh of epidence�

What are the different ways that Jacqueline is caught between “two worlds”? [RL.É.3, RL.É.4]

2. DISCUSS

A. Turn & Talk (2 minutes)
Dihckhh sokr ideah and epidence qijh a parjner�

B. Share Out (3 students)
Share sokr ideah qijh sokr jeacher and clahhmajeh�

3. REVISE (10 minutes)
● Uhe ideah from okr dihckhhion jo make sokr inijial rehponhe epen hjronger�
● Wrije sokr repihed rehponhe ah a compleje paragraph inclkding mkljiple pieceh of epidence�
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Name Clahh

Vocabulary Quiz Ã for Unit Ä: Brown Girl Dreaming

PART Â: Scenarios
Directions: Selecj jhe pocabklags qogd jhaj behj fijh jhe hcenagio� Tspe og qgije jhe lejjeg of sokg anhqeg

choice in jhe colkmn jhaj hash �Ms Anhqeg��

EXAMPLE�

À� In jhe morning� qhen Ophelia nojiced her lijjle brojher qah kphej� hhe read him hih faporije hjors� Aj
lknch� hhe hhared her food qijh a clahhmaje qho forgoj hih lknch aj home� Afjer hchool� hhe
polknjeered aj a local children�h hohpijal�

a� Angrs
b� Caring
c� Arjihjic

My answer

B

My answer

Â� While qalking jhgokgh jhe conhjgkcjion hije� qe had jo qeag pgojecjipe geag becakhe jhege
qege pieceh of qood hjicking okj epegsqhege�

A� Cahcade
B� Pgojgkde
C� Injgkde

Ã� Ms planjh looked dgs� ho I made hkge jo gipe jhem plenjs of qajeg jo lipen jhem kp�
A� Recede
B� Edible
C� Refgehh

Ä� Food lefj okj on jhe coknjeg ih joo mkch fog ms pkpps jo handle� If qe don�j pkj ij aqas� hhe
qill go fog ij� epen jhokgh qe�pe jgied jo jgain heg noj jo�

A� Tempjajion
B� Injgkde
C� Cahcade

Å� Inhjead of hending floqegh jo heg hon�h jeachegh� Mh� Shaq liked jo hend fgkij bahkejh jo offeg
a healjhs jgeaj fog jhe hknggs hjaff�

A� Tempjajion
B� Immajkge
C� Edible
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My answer

Æ� I jhink ij�h pegs gkde qhen homeone openh ms doog and qalkh gighj in qijhokj epen knocking�
A� Injgkde
B� Recede
C� Tempjajion

Ç� The pine ggeq ho long ij qenj fgom jhe jablejop gighj doqn jo jhe floog�
A� Refgehh
B� Cahcade
C� Pgojgkde

È� Daniel hjagjed cgsing and hjomping hih feej qhen hih mojheg jold him ij qah jime jo leape jhe
plasggoknd�

A� Recede
B� Tempjajion
C� Immajkge

É� Madihon qah ho had qhen heg fajheg lefj fog qogk� She qajched hih cag jgapel doqn jhe goad
knjil ij cokld noj be heen ansmoge�

A� Recede
B� Refgehh
C� Injgkde
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PART Ã: Fill�in�the�Blank
Directions: Selecj jhe pocabklags qogd jhaj behj complejeh jhe henjence� Tspe og qgije jhe lejjeg of sokg

anhqeg choice in jhe colkmn qhege ij hash �Ms anhqeg��

EXAMPLE�

È� I hjopped inpijing ms neighbor oper jo ms hokhe becakhe hhe neper ¢¢¢ her gameh and josh� bkj hhe
alqash qanjed me jo lej her plas qijh ms jhingh�

A� Shared
B� Dreamed
C� Lakghed

My answer

A

My answer

Ê� Cegjain planjh age noj ¢¢¢ becakhe jhes age poihonokh�
A� Refgehhing
B� Immajkge
C� Edible

ÂÁ� Ggegogs qah pegs ¢¢¢ abokj lohing jhe game� He blamed all of hih jeammajeh and pokjed jhe
qhole bkh gide home�

A� Immajkge
B� Tempjing
C� Receding

ÂÂ� Some people qho age going bald khe hpecial hhampoo jo apoid haping a ¢¢¢ haigline�
A� Receding
B� Pgojgkding
C� Refgehhing

ÂÃ� The cokple qanjed jo hape jheig picjkge jaken qijh a beakjifkl qajegfall ¢¢¢ behind jhem�
A� Edible
B� Cahcading
C� Receding

Unij Â� Broqn Girl Dreaming Ä
Unlehh ojherqihe nojed� jhih conjenj ih licenhed knder jhe CC BY�NC�SA Ã�¿ licenhe�

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


My answer

ÂÄ� I needed jo be hkge jhege qah nojhing ¢¢¢ fgom ms hkijcahe ho ij qokld fij eahils in jhe jgknk
of jhe cag�

A� Edible
B� Injgkding
C� Pgojgkding

ÂÅ� Somejimeh kidh decide jhes do noj qanj ansone ¢¢¢ in jheig bedgoomh and decide jo pkj kp
�keep okj� hignh�

A� Injgkding
B� Receding
C� Refgehhing

ÂÆ� Dahia felj ¢¢¢ afjeg jaking a long nap and qahhing heg face�
A� Immajkge
B� Refgehhed
C� Tempjed

ÂÇ� When I qah hjkdsing� I did noj qanj jo be ¢¢¢ jo look aj ms nojeh fog anhqegh� ho I hid jhem
kndeg ms chaig�

A� Refgehhed
B� Receded
C� Tempjed
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Name Clahh

Unit Ä: Brown Girl Dreaming
Vocabulary Quiz Â Answer Sheet

Directions: Wgije jhe lejjeg of each of sokg anhqeg choiceh on jhe lineh beloq�

Part Â: Scenarios

Â� ¢¢¢¢¢

Ã� ¢¢¢¢¢

Ä� ¢¢¢¢¢

Å� ¢¢¢¢¢

Æ� ¢¢¢¢¢

Ç� ¢¢¢¢¢

È� ¢¢¢¢¢

É� ¢¢¢¢¢

Part Ã: Fill�in�the�Blank

Ê� ¢¢¢¢¢

ÂÁ� ¢¢¢¢¢

ÂÂ� ¢¢¢¢¢

ÂÃ� ¢¢¢¢¢

ÂÄ� ¢¢¢¢¢

ÂÅ� ¢¢¢¢¢

ÂÆ� ¢¢¢¢¢

ÂÇ� ¢¢¢¢¢
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Bg]q[ GigY DgeaZi[g — Chapter 6 (Pages 143-169)
By Jacqueline Woodson

DURING- AND POST-READING QUESTIONS

Skill Focus Vocabulary

In this chapter, you’ll analyze how particular lines in a poem contribute to an
understanding of character. [RL.8.3, RL.8.4]

Let’s pronounce these words together
as a class:

Refresh (ri-fresh) — p. 14È
Cascade (kas-keyd) — p. 152
Edible (ed-kh-bkhl) — p. 15È
Immature (im-kh-ch]]r) — p. 1ÇÉ

Purpose for Reading

To understand Jacqueline’s first experiences with writing.

End-Of-Unit Literary Essay Prompt

In Part IV of Broqn Girl Dreaming� Jacqueline Woodson alternates between poems about her family, her life in New York, and her
first efforts as a writer.

How does the author use this structure to develop a theme about identity? Use evidence from Part IV poems to support your
ideas. [RL.8.2, RL.8.5]

During Reading
Directions: Start and stop at the page(s) indicated. Answer the questions and be prepared to share with

your class.

Page Number DURING READING QUESTIONS STUDENT RESPONSE

Start Page 143:
“new york city”

To Page 153:
“moving again”

1. A: In “new york city,” how does Jacqueline
feel about New York when she arrives?
[RL.8.3]

B: What imagery from the poem supports
your response? [RL.8.4]
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2. In “herzl street,” Jacqueline describes the
people who come to the family’s new
apartment:

“so they were red dirt and pine trees / they
were fireflies in jelly jars / and
lemon-chiffon ice cream cones” (145).

What does this suggest about why
Jacqueline’s experience in New York is
changing? [RL.8.3, RL.8.4]

3. According to “moving again,” how do
memories of Aunt Kay bring up conflicting
emotions for her family? [RL.8.3]

Start Page 154:
“composition
notebook”

To Page 159:
“first grade”

4. In “composition notebook,” Jacqueline says:

“Nothing in the world like this — / a bright
white page with / pale blue lines. The smell
of a newly sharpened pencil / the soft hush
of it / moving finally / one day / into
letters” (155).

A: What hope does the composition
notebook inspire in Jacqueline? [RL.8.3,
RL.8.4]

B: How does this moment highlight
conflicting points of view between Jacqueline
and her sister? [RL.8.6]

5. In “on paper,” what does Jacqueline believe
after writing her name for the first time?
[RL.8.3]
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Start Page 160:
“another
kingdom hall”

To Page 169:
“gifted”

Ç. At the end of “because we’re witnesses,”
Jacqueline says:

“We will never taste the sweetness of a
classroom / birthday cupcake / We will
never taste the bitterness of a battle”
(1Ç4).

What do these lines and the poem as a
whole suggest about Jacqueline’s attitude
toward the experiences she does not have as
a Jehovah’s Witness? [RL.8.3, RL.8.4]

È. In “brooklyn rain,” what do the “stories in her
head” do for Jacqueline? [RL.8.3, RL.8.4]

É. A: In “gifted,” why does Jacqueline believe
she is “not gifted”? [RL.8.3]

B: Reread the last stanza of the poem. What
does this figurative language suggest about
what Jacqueline wants for her future?
[RL.8.4]

OPTIONAL:
End of Chapter
Discussion
Questions

Ɣ Part III of the novel is called “followed the sky’s mirrored constellation to freedom.” This a reference to the
first poem in the novel and the migration of many Black Americans out of the South to northern cities.

○ Based one what you’ve read so far, why might Woodson have given Part III this title?
○ What do you think “freedom” means for Jacqueline?

Ɣ How is  Jacqueline growing and changing in New York?
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Name Class

Independent Practice
Directions: Answer the multiple choice questions for Chapter Ç (Pages 143-1ÇÊ).

1. In the poem “caroline but we call her aunt kay, some memories,” how do the stanzas that begin with “Aunt Kay… ”
contribute to the meaning of the poem ? [RL.8.5]

A. They illustrate how important Aunt Kay’s friends are to her.

B. They explain the reasons why Aunt Kay encouraged the family to follow her to New York.

C. They show how playful Aunt Kay is in comparison to Jacqueline’s mother, who is more serious.

D. They emphasize the memories the family has of Aunt Kay and the loss they feel after she dies.

2. Which quotation best supports the idea that Jacqueline and her siblings are grateful to be with their mother in New York in
spite of missing Greenville? [RL.8.1]

A. “After the falling / sometimes I would see my mother / smiling at that sculpture. / And in her smile, / there was

Aunt Kay’s smile” (152-153)

B. “Some days in this new place / there is only a box of pancake mix / an egg, and faucet water” (15È)

C. “We remember Greenville / without her, count our blessings in silence / and chew.” (15È)

D. “And then one day my mother / comes home with two shopping bags / filled with board games” (1ÇÈ)

3. Which statement best expresses Jacqueline’s impression of school in “first grade”? [RL.8.3]

A. Jacqueline is in awe of the building and feels appreciated by her teacher.

B. Jacqueline wonders whether she will be able to be as successful as her sister in school.

C. Jacqueline is impressed by the size of her school compared to the schools in Greenville.

D. Jacqueline loves her school but is concerned that she won’t be accepted by her classmates.

4. Reread the following lines from the poem “flag” on page 1Ç2:

�Alina and I qalk jhrokgh � okr roles as Wijnesses as jhokgh jhis is jhe parj � qe�pe been gipen in a plas�

Which of the following is the besj interpretation of these lines? [RL.8.4]

A. Alina and Jacqueline believe that Gina is only pretending to be a committed Jehovah’s Witness.

B. Alina and Jacqueline hope their classmates will notice their singing when they perform “America the Beautiful.”

C. Alina and Jacqueline wish they could do some of the things they are not allowed to do as Jehovah’s Witnesses.

D. Alina and Jacqueline are proud of the way that their faith as Jehovah’s Witnesses makes them different from their

classmates.
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Name Class

Independent Practice for Chapter 6 (Pages 143-169)

1. WRITE (10 minutes)

Think and qrije silenjls in response jo jhe folloqing qkesjion� Refer jo mkljiple pieces of epidence�

What dream is beginning to emerge in Jacqueline’s life? [RL.3, RL.4]

2. DISCUSS

A. Turn & Talk (2 minutes)
Disckss sokr ideas and epidence qijh a parjner�

B. Share Out (3 students)
Share sokr ideas qijh sokr jeacher and classmajes�

3. REVISE (10 minutes)
Ɣ Use ideas from okr disckssion jo make sokr inijial response epen sjronger�
Ɣ Wrije sokr repised response as a compleje paragraph inclkding mkljiple pieces of epidence�
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Name Class

Bg]q[ GigY DgeaZi[g — Chapter È (Pages 1È0-1É2)
By Jacqueline Woodson

DURING- AND POST-READING QUESTIONS

Skill Focus Vocabulary

In this chapter, you’ll analyze how particular lines in a poem contribute to an
understanding of character. [RL.É.3]

Let’s pronounce these words together
as a class:

[None in this chapter]Purpose for Reading

To deepen our understanding of Jacqueline as a storyteller.

End-Of-Unit Literary Essay Prompt

In Part IV of Broqn Girl Dreaming� Jacqueline Woodson alternates between poems about her family, her life in New York, and her
first efforts as a writer.

How does the author use this structure to develop a theme about identity? Use evidence from Part IV poems to support your
ideas. [RL.É.2, RL.É.5]

During Reading
Directions: Start and stop at the page(s) indicated. Answer the questions and be prepared to share with

your class.

Page Number DURING READING QUESTIONS STUDENT RESPONSE

Start Page 1È0:
“sometimes”

To Page 1È4:
“wishes”

1. In “sometimes,” why do you think Jacqueline
makes up stories about their father instead
of telling the truth? [RL.É.3]

2. In “uncle Robert,” Jacqueline says:

“In my own head, / it’s as real as anything.
// In my head / all kinds of people are
doing all kinds of things. / I want to tell him
this, that / the world we’re living in right
here in Brownsville isn’t / the only place”
(1È1).

What idea do these lines develop about
Jacqueline’s storytelling? [RL.É.3]
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Start Pages
1È5-1ÈÇ:
“believing”

To Pages
1É1-1É2:
“our father,
fading away”

3. In “believing,” Jacqueline makes up stories
inspired by children’s nursery rhymes.

A: How does Jacqueline transform the stories
she’s told? [RL.É.3]

B: In Jacqueline’s view, how does her
storytelling make her different? [RL.É.3]

4. At the end of “believing,” Jacqueline says:

“Maybe the truth is somewhere in
between / all that I’m told / and memory”
(1ÈÇ).

What does this suggest about the different
things that inspire Jacqueline’s stories?
[RL.É.3]

Æ. How does the poem “off-key” reinforce ideas
about Jacqueline’s imagination? [RL.É.5]

Ç. Consider the last lines of the poem “our
father, fading away”:

“Okj of highj� okj of mind, my brother says.
// But only a part of me believes this is
true” (1É2).

What larger idea do these lines develop
about memories? [RL.É.2]

OPTIONAL:
End of Chapter
Discussion
Questions

● What different perspectives do Jacqueline’s family members have about her storytelling?

● What evidence do you see in this chapter that memories can be both powerful and painful?
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Name Class

Independent Practice
Directions: Answer the multiple choice questions for Chapter È (Pages 1È0-1É2).

1. What role does Uncle Robert play in Jacqueline’s life? [RL.É.3]

A. Uncle Robert reminds Jacqueline of her life in Greenville.

B. Uncle Robert increases Jacqueline’s worry that she is not as smart as her sister.

C. Uncle Robert brings excitement to Jacqueline’s life and encourages her storytelling.

D. Uncle Robert causes tension in the family because he disagrees with Jacqueline’s mother.

2. What quotation behj supports the idea that Jacqueline’s stories feel real to her? [RL.É.1]

A. “Sometimes, I lie about my father. / He died, I say, in a car qreck or / He fell off a roof or maybe / He�h coming

hoon�” (1È0)

B. “And my uncle likes the stories I’m making up. // … Along came a hpider and haj doqn behide her�� (1ÈÆ)

C. “How each new story / I’m told becomes a thing / that happens, / in some other way / to me.. !” (1ÈÇ)

D. “It’s a long story. It’s a good story. / Adam and Eve got made, / a snake appeared in a tree.” (1ÈÊ)

3. Which of the following best expresses Jacqueline’s attitude toward “God’s story” in the poem “eve and the snake” (1ÈÊ)?
[RL.É.3]

A. Jacqueline believes the story is unfair to Eve.

B. Jacqueline wants to reimagine a different ending to the story.

C. Jacqueline wants to use this story as inspiration for a story she is writing.

D. Jacqueline’s interest in the story makes her more committed to her religion.

4. How has Jacqueline’s relationship with her father’s side of the family changed? [RL.É.3]

A. Jacqueline has grown distant from her father’s side of the family.

B. Jacqueline has grown to appreciate how loving her father’s side of the family is.

C. Jacqueline has become more aware of how much she is like her father’s side of the family.

D. Jacqueline has become less interested in hearing news from her father’s side of the family.
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Name Class

Independent Practice for Chapter È (Pages 1È0-1É2)

1. WRITE (10 minutes)

Think and qrije hilenjls in rehponhe jo jhe folloqing qkehjion� Refer jo mkljiple pieceh of epidence�

In the poem “gifted” at the end of the last chapter, Jacqueline compared herself to her sister by saying, “I am not
gifted” (1ÇÊ).

How does the depiction of Jacqueline’s storytelling in this chapter contradict that idea? [RL.3]

2. DISCUSS

A. Turn & Talk (2 minutes)
Dihckhh sokr ideah and epidence qijh a parjner�

B. Share Out (3 students)
Share sokr ideah qijh sokr jeacher and clahhmajeh�

3. REVISE (10 minutes)
● Uhe ideah from okr dihckhhion jo make sokr inijial rehponhe epen hjronger�
● Wrije sokr repihed rehponhe ah a compleje paragraph inclkding mkljiple pieceh of epidence�
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Name Class

Bg]q[ GigY DgeaZi[g — Chapter É (Pages 1É3-203)
By Jacqueline Woodson

DURING- AND POST-READING QUESTIONS

Skill Focus Vocabulary

In this chapter, you’ll analyze how the arrangement of multiple poems develops a
theme in the text. [RL.É.2, RL.É.Æ]

Let’s pronounce these words together
as a class:

Protrude (proh-trood) — p. ÂÉÈPurpose for Reading

To understand Jacqueline’s ideas and feelings about home.

End-Of-Unit Literary Essay Prompt

In Part IV of Broqn Girl Dreaming� Jacqueline Woodson alternates between poems about her family, her life in New York, and her
first efforts as a writer.

How does the author use this structure to develop a theme about identity? Use evidence from Part IV poems to support your
ideas. [RL.É.2, RL.É.Æ]

During Reading
Directions: Start and stop at the page(s) indicated. Answer the questions and be prepared to share with

your class.

Page Number DURING READING QUESTIONS STUDENT RESPONSE

Start Page 1É3:
“halfway home
#Ã”

To Page 1ÉÉ:
“baby in the
house”

Â. In “halfway home #Ã,” how is Jacqueline
changing, now that the city is “settling
around [her]”? (ÂÉÄ) [RL.É.3]
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Ã. In “chemistry,” Jacqueline describes how her
brother loves science and “searches the
insides of things, studies / the way things
change” (ÂÉÈ).

What does Jacqueline believe he is
figuratively searching for? [RL.É.4]

Start Page 1ÉÊ:
“going home
again”

To Page 1ÊÇ:
“how to listen
#Å”

Ä. Consider Jacqueline’s descriptions of what
she experiences when she goes “home again
to hall street.”

What do these descriptions suggest about
how she and her siblings feel there? [RL.É.4]

Å. In “home again, to hall street,” what is
Jacqueline’s definition of home? [RL.É.3]

Æ. In “mrs. hughes’s house,” Jacqueline says
that “our feet are beginning to belong / in
two different worlds” (ÂÊÅ).

What does this suggest about Jacqueline’s
identity? [RL.É.2, RL.É.4]

Start Page 1ÊÈ:
“field service”

To Page 203:
“home then
home again”

Ç. In “sunday afternoon on the porch,” as
Jacqueline sits on the porch, she describes
what will happen next:

“Soon I’ll rise from the porch, / change out
of my Kingdom Hall clothes into / a pair of
shorts and a cotton blouse… // … Soon
it'll be near evening and Daddy and I / will
walk slow / back into the house” (Ã00).

What does the repetition of “soon” suggest
about life with Jacqueline’s grandparents in
Greenville? [RL.É.Æ]
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È. In “home then home again,” Jacqueline says:

“each blouse, each pair of shorts, each
faded cotton dress / holding a story that
we’ll tell again and again / all winter long”
(Ã0Ä).

A: What do these lines suggest about the
concept of memories? [RL.É.4]

B: What does the title of this poem suggest
about how Jacqueline feels about New York
and Greenville? [RL.É.2]

OPTIONAL:
End of Chapter
Discussion
Questions

● Based on what you’ve read so far, why do you think that Jacqueline may often feel “halfway home”?

● Based on what you’ve read so far, why do you think Jacqueline Woodson chose to write the story of her
childhood as a series of poems instead of in prose?
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Name Class

Independent Practice
Directions: Answer the multiple choice questions for Chapter É (Pages ÂÉÄ-Ã0Ä).

Â. In the poem “chemistry,” Jacqueline describes her brother Hope’s fascination with science. How does this poem illustrate a
similarity between Hope and Jacqueline? [RL.É.3]

A. They are both dreaming of going back to Greenville.
B. They both keep their interests hidden away from the rest of the family.
C. They both become more talkative when they are doing things they’re interested in.
D. They both have interests that allow them to imagine and explore a different reality.

Ã. How does Roman’s illness affect Jacqueline? [RL.É.3]
A. She begins to believe that their home is dangerous.
B. She feels like their home isn’t complete without Roman.
C. She regrets the way she treated Roman when he was born.
D. She is relieved when she and her other siblings leave New York for Greenville.

Ä. Which quotation besj supports the idea that Jacqueline sometimes questions her faith? [RL.É.1]
A. “he / with his searching — … // … is looking / for something. Something way past Brooklyn. / Something / out /

there.” (ÂÉÈ)
B. “Saturday morning’s the hardest day for us now. / For three hours we move through / the streets of Nicholtown, …

/ … hoping to convert / them into Sisters and Brothers and children of God.” (ÂÊÈ)
C. “my heart hurts with the sadness / that such a nice woman will not be a part of God’s / new world. / Ij isn�j fair”

(ÂÊÉ)
D. “Soon I’ll rise from the porch, / change out of my Kingdom Hall clothes into / a pair of shorts and a cotton blouse”

(Ã00)

Å. Woodson chose to place the poem “mrs. hughes’ house” immediately after the poem “home again to hall street.” How does
this sequence of poems build an understanding of Jacqueline’s current experience in Greenville? [RL.É.Æ]

A. It shows that she feels at home in Greenville, but her time in New York has also made her feel like an outsider.
B. It shows that she feels at home in Greenville, but she sees that Hope and Odella now prefer New York.
C. It shows that she feels at home in Greenville, but she is tired of the way people are treated there.
D. It shows that she feels at home in Greenville, but she now has better friends in New York.
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Name Class

Independent Practice for Chapter É (Pages 1É3-203)

1. WRITE (10 minutes)

Think and qrije silenjls in response jo jhe folloqing qkesjion� Refer jo mkljiple pieces of epidence�

Consider the following poems, which all appear near the end of Part III: “home again to hall street,” “mrs. hughes’s
house,” “sunday afternoon on the front porch,” and “home then home again.”

How does this sequence of poems develop a theme about home and belonging? [RL.2, RL.Æ]

2. DISCUSS

A. Turn & Talk (2 minutes)
Disckss sokr ideas and epidence qijh a parjner�

B. Share Out (3 students)
Share sokr ideas qijh sokr jeacher and classmajes�

3. REVISE (10 minutes)
● Use ideas from okr disckssion jo make sokr inijial response epen sjronger�
● Wrije sokr repised response as a compleje paragraph inclkding mkljiple pieces of epidence�
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Name Clahh

Class Disckssion

PART Â� Preparing for Disckssion
Directions� Fighj� qgije doqn sokg inijial ideah abokj each dihckhhion fkehjion� Then� compleje jhe chagj

bs finding epidence jo hkppogj sokg ideah�

Disckssion Qkestions�

In sokg pieq� qhaj hah had jhe greajesj inflkence on Jacfkeline�h life and idenjijs ho fag�

Erplain khing jerjkal epidence fgom Pagjh I � III of Broqn Girl Dreaming�

Brainstorming�

Part of the Nopel Epidence ² Page ¾ Ms Erplanation

Pagj I poemh�
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Pagj II poemh�

Pagj III poemh�
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PART Ã� Dkring Disckssion
Directions� Take nojeh in jhe chagj dkging jhe dihckhhion�

Reminder� Don�j foggej jo pgacjice hjgong dihckhhion hkillh�

Refegging jo tert epidence to skpport ideas�

● For erample…
● In jhe jerj ij said jhaj…
● One momenj jhaj illksjrajes jhis is…
● Remember in jhe sjors qe read jhaj…
● I can prope jhis becakse…

Making connections betqeen ideas�

● The connecjion I see bejqeen ¢¢¢ and ¢¢¢ is…
○ The similarijs I see bejqeen ¢¢¢ and ¢¢¢ is…
○ The difference I see bejqeen ¢¢¢ and ¢¢¢ is…

● Whaj sok said abokj ¢¢¢ connecjs jo ¢¢¢ becakse…

Interesting Points Ms Classmates
Made

Qkestions I Hape Ms Neq Ideas

Keep the disckssion going�

● Hoq hape Ggeenpille and Neq Yogk bojh inflkenced Jacfkeline�h idenjijs�

● Whaj gole hape diffegenj famils gelajionhhiph plased in Jacfkeline�h life�

● Whaj inflkence hape Jacfkeline�h ancehjogh had on heg life and heg jhinking�

● Whaj jenhion og conflicj doeh Jacfkeline feel bejqeen diffegenj people and placeh in heg life�

● Whaj do sok jhink ih moge impogjanj� kndeghjanding sokg pahj og finding sokg oqn poice�
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PART Ä� Post�Disckssion
Directions� Wgije og jspe a Å�Ç henjence geflecjion on sokg pagjicipajion in jodas�h dihckhhion bahed on

jhe cgijegia� Be hkge jo idenjifs one hkill sok qanj jo impgope on in okg nerj dihckhhion�

❏ I hkppogjed ms ideah qijh epidence fgom jhe jerj¥h¦�
❏ When I hpoke� I gehponded jo jhe dihckhhion fkehjion og a commenj fgom ms peeg�
❏ I made connecjionh bejqeen ojheg people�h ideah dkging jhe dihckhhion�
❏ I jgacked jhe hpeakeg qijh ms eseh�
❏ I qaijed jo gaihe ms hand knjil ms clahhmajeh finihhed hpeaking�
❏ I khed a hjgong poice jhaj ih eahils heagd�
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Name Class

Bg]q[ GigY DgeaZi[g — Chapter Ê (Pages 207-22Ê)
By Jacqueline Woodson

DURING- AND POST-READING QUESTIONS

Skill Focus Vocabulary

In this chapter, you’ll analyze how particular lines in a poem contribute to an
understanding of character. [RL.É.3, RL.É.4]

Let’s pronounce these words together
as a class:

Temptation (temp-tey-shkhn) — p. Ã0ÉPurpose for Reading

To understand how Jacqueline is growing as a person and how her relationship with
her family is changing.

End-Of-Unit Literary Essay Prompt

In Part IV of Bgoqn Gigl Dgeaming� Jacqueline Woodson alternates between poems about her family, her life in New York, and her
first efforts as a writer.

How does the author use this structure to develop a theme about identity? Use evidence from Part IV poems to support your
ideas. [RL.É.2, RL.É.5]

During Reading
Directions: Start and stop at the page(s) indicated. Answer the questions and be prepared to share with

your class.

Page Number DURING READING QUESTIONS STUDENT RESPONSE

Start Page 207:
“family”

To Page 215:
“lessons”

Â. In the first two stanzas of the poem “family,”
Jacqueline describes the stories she reads; in
the final two stanzas, she describes a
moment in her own life.

How does the structure of this poem convey
how Jacqueline feels in this moment?
[RL.É.5]
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Ã. In “maria,” Jacqueline describes “the Spanish
[Maria] speaks” as “like a song / [she] is
learning to sing” (Ã0Ê).

What does this suggest about Jacqueline’s
attitude toward this new friendship? [RL.É.4]

Ä. In “game over,” Jacqueline describes her
mother calling her inside from playing with
friends:

“No more / freeze tag / hide the belt / hot
peas and butter. / No more / singing
contests on the stoop. / No more / ice
cream truck chasing” (ÃÂÃ).

A: How does the repetition of “no more”
affect the tone of the poem? [RL.É.4, RL.É.5]

B: What does this suggest about how
Jacqueline feels about her home in New
York? [RL.É.3]

Å. In “lessons,” Jacqueline’s mother shares a
memory of her own childhood:

“When Mama jgied jo jeach me �� jo make
collagdh and pojajo halad � I didn�j qanj jo
leagn… // … And bs jhen, she says,
putting our breakfast on the table, // ij
qah joo laje” (ÃÂÅ-ÃÂÆ).

A: What mood do these lines and this poem
create? [RL.É.4]

B: What larger idea does this poem develop
about growing up? [RL.É.2]

Start Page 216:
“trading places”

To Page 222:
“writing #Ã”

Æ. In “trading places,” Jacqueline eagerly trades
dinner plates full of her mothers’ cooking
with her new friend Maria.

What does Jacqueline’s response to Maria at
the end of the poem suggest about her
feelings toward her own family? [RL.É.3]
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Ç. In “writing #Â,” Jacqueline says:

“The story / wakes up and walks all over
the room. / Sits in a chair, / crosses one leg
over the other, says, / Lej me injgodkce
mshelf” (ÃÂÈ).

What does this personification illustrate
about Jacqueline as a writer? [RL.É.3, RL.É.4]

È. A: In “the other woodson,” what does the
repetition of the words “wait” and “waiting”
suggest about Jacqueline’s teachers’
expectations of her? [RL.É.5]

B: How do you imagine Jacqueline feels [in
this moment? [RL.É.3]

É. A: Reread the last stanza of “writing #Ã.”
How is Jacqueline’s memory valuable to her?
[RL.É.3]

B: What does Jacqueline understand about
herself that her mother doesn’t? [RL.É.3]

Start Page 223:
“birch tree
poem”

To Page 22Ê:
“when i tell my
family”

Ê. In “reading,” Jacqueline says:

“I am not my sister… // … But I don’t
want to read faster or older or / any way
else that might / make the story disappear
too quickly from where / it’s settling /
inside my brain, / slowly becoming / a part
of me” (ÃÃÇ).

What do these lines suggest about how
Jacqueline feels about her identity? [RL.É.3]
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Â0. Woodson chose to structure the poem
“when i tell my family” as a conversation
between Jacqueline and the rest of her
family.

What does this structure reveal about their
differing attitudes toward Jacqueline’s
writing? [RL.É.5]

OPTIONAL:
End of Chapter
Discussion
Questions

● How do you think Jacqueline might answer Maria’s question in “how to listen #Æ”?
�Whaj ih sokg one dgeam� � my friend Maria asks me� � Yokg one qihh come jgke�� (ÃÂ0)

● In “writing #Ã,” Jacqueline listens to a song by Sly and the Family Stone:
“Yok can�j leape �cakhe sokg heagj ih jhege� Sly sings. / Bkj sok can�j hjas �cakhe sok been homeqhege
elhe.” (ÃÃÂ)

How does this song lyric apply to Jacqueline’s life?
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Name Class

Independent Practice
Directions: Answer the multiple choice questions for Chapter Ê (Pages Ã0È-ÃÃÊ).

Â. What is Jacqueline’s tone in the poem “tomboy”? [RL.É.4]

A. She admires her sister’s reading ability.

B. She is offended that her mother calls her a tomboy.

C. She is proud of the things she can do that her sister can’t.

D. She regrets the fact that she reminds her mother of her father Jack.

Ã. Reread the following quotation from the poem “birch tree poem” on pages ÃÃÄ-ÃÃÅ:

And even though we’ve never seen an ice storm / we’ve seen a birch tree, so we can imagine / everything we need to
imagine / forever and ever // infinity // amen.”

How does the use of the word “infinity” contribute to the meaning of the poem? [RL.É.4]

A. It emphasizes that reading allows Jacqueline and her classmates to imagine many things beyond their current

experience.

B. It shows that reading is the only thing that Jacqueline and her classmates enjoy in school.

C. It suggests that Jacqueline will use this story as inspiration for one of her own.

D. It connects Jacqueline’s love of reading to her religious faith.

Ä. In “stevie and me,” what is the impact of Jacqueline being able to make her own choices at the library? [RL.É.3]

A. Jacqueline gains confidence because she finally feels like she is as gifted as her sister.

B. Jacqueline feels like she is growing up because the librarian doesn’t choose books for her.

C. Jacqueline sees other Black people reflected in a book and realizes that she has a story worth telling.

D. Jacqueline is comforted by reading the story of another young person whose family has given them a nickname.

Å. In Part III of the novel, many of the poems illustrate Jacqueline’s deep connection to her family. Compared to Part III, How
do the poems in this chapter contribute to a different understanding of Jacqueline's relationships to her family? [RL.É.2]

A. These poems show that Jacqueline has always been misunderstood by her family.

B. These poems show that Jacqueline is becoming more curious about her family’s past.

C. These poems show that Jacqueline is beginning to value the ways she is different from her family.

D. These poems show that Jacqueline’s experiences with Maria’s family are causing her to question her own family’s

faith and traditions.
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Name Class

Independent Practice for Chapter Ê (Pages 207-22Ê)

1. WRITE (10 minutes)

Think and qgije hilenjls in gehponhe jo jhe folloqing qkehjion� Refeg jo mkljiple pieceh of epidence�

Even though her family continues to be an important part of Jacqueline’s life, how is she also forming a new identity
apart from her family? [RL.3, RL.4]

2. DISCUSS

A. Turn & Talk (2 minutes)
Dihckhh sokg ideah and epidence qijh a pagjneg�

B. Share Out (3 students)
Shage sokg ideah qijh sokg jeacheg and clahhmajeh�

3. REVISE (10 minutes)
● Uhe ideah fgom okg dihckhhion jo make sokg inijial gehponhe epen hjgongeg�
● Wgije sokg gepihed gehponhe ah a compleje pagaggaph inclkding mkljiple pieceh of epidence�
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Name Clahh

GgaZZag a[d Uhage Acjipijieh� ACTIVE VS� PASSIVE VOICE

Pagj Â� A[aYsvi[g Sjkde[j Wgiji[g
Digecji][h� Read jhe eramdle he[je[ceh� dasi[g cagefkl ajje[ji][ j] jhe diffege[ce� jhe[ a[hqeg jhe

fkehji][h jhaj f]ll]q�

EXAMPLE A EXAMPLE B

The kidh khed j] be dgipe[ j] hch]]l epegs das� Nik] khed j] dgipe hih kidh j] hch]]l epegs das�

QUESTIONS�

Â� Whaj i[f]gmaji][ d]eh Eramdle B c][jai[ jhaj Eramdle A d]eh []j�

Ã� If s]k qege ][ls geadi[g Eramdle A� qhaj fkehji][h mighj s]k hape�

Ä� Eramdle A ih qgijje[ i[ jhe dahhipe p]ice� Eramdle B ih qgijje[ i[ acjipe p]ice� Whs d] he[je[ceh i[

acjipe p]ice make f]g hjg][geg qgiji[g�
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PART Ã� Acjipe a[d Pahhipe V]ice Repieq
Digecji][h� Repieq jhe kes d]i[jh ab]kj acjipe a[d dahhipe p]ice bel]q� The[ c]mdleje jhe dgacjice

eregciheh ][ jhe f]ll]qi[g dageh�

ACTIVE VS� PASSIVE VOICE

ACTIVE VOICE
● Se[je[ceh i[ jhe acjipe p]ice cleagls hh]q jhe hkbjecj ]f jhe he[je[ce jhaj ih d]i[g jhe acji][�
● Sjg][g qgijegh khe jhe acjipe p]ice becakhe ij ih m]ge digecj a[d c][cihe�

PASSIVE VOICE
● Se[je[ceh i[ jhe dahhipe p]ice hh]q a hkbjecj jhaj ih acjed ][ bs jhe pegb�

○ Pahhipe p]ice ih c][hjgkcjed qijh a f]gm ]f jhe pegb jo be dlkh jhe pegb�h dahj dagjicidle�
● Pahhipe p]ice hh]kld ge[egalls be ap]ided becakhe ij ih lehh cleag a[d gefkigeh l][geg he[je[ceh�

ACTIVE VOICE PASSIVE VOICE

Jaids[ hc]ged jhe qi[[i[g bahkej�
● Jaids[ ih jhe hkbjecj of jhih henjence� She ih

doing jhe acjion of hcoring jhe bahkej�

The qi[[i[g bahkej qah hc]ged�
● BahXej ih jhe hkbjecj of jhih henjence� The

henjence doeh noj indicaje qho hcored jhe
bahkej�

J]h[ dg]dded jhe glahh�
● J]h[ ih jhe hkbjecj of jhih henjence� He ih

doing jhe acjion of dropping jhe glahh�

The glahh qah dg]dded bs J]h[�
● GYahh ih jhe hkbjecj of jhih henjence� The fockh

of jhe henjence ih jhe glahh� epen jhokgh John
ih doing jhe acjion of dropping jhe glahh�

WHEN TO USE PASSIVE VOICE

Aljh]kgh qgijegh hh]kld ge[egalls ap]id dahhipe p]ice� jhege age jimeh qhe[ ij ih addg]dgiaje�
● Uhe jhe dahhipe p]ice qhe[ s]k d] []j k[]q ]g d] []j qa[j j] i[clkde qh] ih d]i[g jhe acji][�

○ EraZdYe� Mihjakeh qere made�
● Uhe jhe dahhipe p]ice qhe[ s]k qa[j j] emdhahive jhe acji][ ]g jhe jhi[g acjed ][ i[hjead ]f jhe

hkbjecj�
○ EraZdYe� Children qere harmed bs jhe drknk driper�
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PART Ä� Acjipe ]g Pahhipe V]ice�
Digecji][h� Read each he[je[ce a[d ide[jifs qhejheg jhe he[je[ce ih qgijje[ i[ acjipe ]g dahhipe p]ice�

Cigcle ]g highlighj s]kg a[hqeg�

EXAMPLE

The gk[[egh gaced ag]k[d jhe jgack�

A� acjipe
B� dahhipe

Â The hjagji[g gk[ qah figed bs jhe gace ]fficial�

A� acjipe
B� dahhipe

Ã The gigl i[ jhe blke k[if]gm hdgi[jed f]g a[ eagls lead�

A� acjipe
B� dahhipe

Ä The ]jheg giglh dkmded jheig legh fahjeg� h]di[g j] cajch jhe leadeg�

A� acjipe
B� dahhipe

Å The l]kd cheegi[g qah addgeciajed bs jhe dack ]f gk[[egh�

A� acjipe
B� dahhipe

Æ The gace ]fficialh qajched jhe fi[ihh cl]hels�

A� acjipe
B� dahhipe
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Pagj Å� Repihi[g Se[je[ceh
Digecji][h� Read each he[je[ce� If jhe he[je[ce ih i[ dahhipe p]ice� geqgije ij j] be i[ acjipe p]ice� If ij

ih i[ acjipe p]ice� geqgije ij j] be i[ dahhipe p]ice�

● F]g jhe he[je[ceh s]k age geqgiji[g i[ dahhipe p]ice� erdlai[ qhs s]kg gepihed he[je[ce ih a[

addg]dgiaje khe ]f jhe dahhipe p]ice�

EXAMPLE

ACTIVE he[je[ce� Y]kg PASSIVE geqgije�

S]me][e d]llkjed jhe qajeg� The qajer qah pollkjed�

ErdYa[aji][� We do noj knoq qho or qhaj pollkjed jhe qajer�

Â
PASSIVE he[je[ce� Y]kg ACTIVE geqgije�

Thih hqi[ghej qah bkilj�

Ã

ACTIVE he[je[ce� Y]kg PASSIVE geqgije�

S]me][e dehjg]sed all ]f jhe agj dg]jecjh�

ErdYa[aji][�

Ä
PASSIVE he[je[ce� Y]kg ACTIVE geqgije�

The f]]jball jeam qah c]ached�

Å
PASSIVE he[je[ce� Y]kg ACTIVE geqgije�

The hch]]l dlas qah digecjed bs Mh� Caglj][�

Æ

ACTIVE he[je[ce� Y]kg PASSIVE geqgije�

Figeq]gkh hkgj jh]kha[dh ]f de]dle epegs seag�

ErdYa[aji][�
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Pagj Æ� Wgiji[g Acjipe a[d Pahhipe Se[je[ceh
Digecji][h� Wgije a[ acjipe a[d a dahhipe he[je[ce f]g each hkbjecj dg]pided� Whe[ qgiji[g he[je[ceh

i[ jhe dahhipe p]ice� be hkge j] cgeaje he[je[ceh qhege jhe dahhipe p]ice ih addg]dgiaje�

Remembeg� dahhipe p]ice he[je[ceh age m]hjls khed qhe[�

● Y]k d] []j k[]q ]g d] []j qa[j j] i[clkde qh] ih d]i[g jhe acji][�

● Y]k qa[j j] emdhahive jhe acji][ ]g jhe jhi[g acjed ][ i[hjead ]f jhe hkbjecj�

EXAMPLE

V]ice Skbjecj Y]kg Se[je[ce

Acjipe Ms behj fgie[d Ms behj friend lohj her necklace�

Pahhipe Ms behj fgie[d Ms behj friend qah gipen a necklace�

V]ice Skbjecj Y]kg Se[je[ce

Â�

Acjipe Ms h]meq]gk

Pahhipe Ms h]meq]gk

Ã�

Acjipe Chaglie�h dad

Pahhipe Chaglie�h dad

Ä�

Acjipe The d]ldhi[

Pahhipe The d]ldhi[

Å�

Acjipe The ihhke

Pahhipe The ihhke

Æ�

Acjipe Ms gga[dm]jheg

Pahhipe Ms gga[dm]jheg
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Pagj Ç� Repihi[g a Pagaggadh
Digecji][h� The dagaggadh bel]q hah Å dahhipe he[je[ceh� U[degli[e jhem� a[d geqgije jhe dahhipe

p]ice he[je[ceh ah acjipe p]ice he[je[ceh i[ jhe b]reh bel]q�

PARAGRAPH

Okg famils pa[ qah qahhed bs me jhih qeeke[d� Ij qah gealls digjs� a[d ij [eeded a g]]d clea[i[g� The pa[

had bee[ dgipe[ bs ms dad j] pihij ms gga[ddage[jh� Thes lipe d]q[ a l][g c]k[jgs g]ad a[d ij qah gealls

mkdds qhe[ he qe[j j] pihij jhem� Ms lijjle bg]jheg likeh j] held me qahh jhe pa[� He ih []j jall e[]kgh j]

d] jhe qi[d]qh� bkj he ih hjill heldfkl� The jigeh qege qahhed bs him� He alh] hcgkbbed jhe lice[he dlajeh� A

bgeak qah jake[ qhe[ qe g]j jiged a[d jhighjs� Ms bg]jheg a[d I dga[k h]me qajeg a[d jhe[ fi[ihhed

hcgkbbi[g jhe mkd ]ff jhe pa[�

YOUR REVISED SENTENCES

Â

Ã

Ä

Å

Unij Â� Broqn Girl Dreaming Ç
Unlehh ojherqihe nojed� jhih conjenj ih licenhed knder jhe CC BY�NC�SA Ã�¿ licenhe

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


Broqn Girl Dreaming� Puffin Books 201Ç Edition

Name Class

Bg]q[ GigY DgeaZi[g — Chapter 10 (Pages 230-2Æ2)
By Jacqueline Woodson

DURING- AND POST-READING QUESTIONS

Skill Focus Vocabulary

In this chapter, you’ll analyze how figurative language and word choice in a poem
contribute to an understanding of character. Then, you’ll analyze how a text’s structure

contributes to its meaning. [RL.É.Å, RL.É.Æ]

Let’s pronounce these words together
as a class:

[None in this chapter]

Purpose for Reading

To understand how Jacqueline is developing as a writer.

End-Of-Unit Literary Essay Prompt

In Part IV of Broqn Girl Dreaming� Jacqueline Woodson alternates between poems about her family, her life in New York, and her
first efforts as a writer.

How does the author use this structure to develop a theme about identity? Use evidence from Part IV poems to support your
ideas. [RL.É.2, RL.É.Æ]

During Reading
Directions: Start and stop at the page(s) indicated. Answer the questions and be prepared to share with

your class.

Page Number DURING READING QUESTIONS STUDENT RESPONSE

Start Page 230:
“daddy gunnar”

To Page 23É:
“what
everybody
knows now”

1. In “hope onstage,” Jacqueline describes her
brother’s voice as “more sure than any sound
I’ve ever heard / come out of him” (2Ä2).

A: What does the word “sure” mean as used
in this line? [RL.É.Å]

B: How does this affect the meaning of the
poem? [RL.É.Å]
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2. Woodson chose to follow the poem “hope
onstage” with “daddy this time.” At the end
of “daddy this time,” Jacqueline sings, as
hope did in “hope onstage.”

How does the connections between the
poems develop ideas about hidden gifts?
[RL.É.Æ]

Ä. A: In “what everybody knows now,” what
does the scene on the bus confirm for
Jacqueline? [RL.É.3]

B: Reread the last stanza of the poem. How
does this stanza develop ideas about the
impact of segregation? [RL.É.Æ]

Start Page 23Ê:
“end of
summer”

To Page 2ÅÆ:
“learning from
langston”

Å. Consider the second and third stanzas of
“end of summer.”

What mood do these details about
Jacqueline’s grandfather create? [RL.É.Å]

Æ. “p.s. 10Ç haiku” and “learning from langston”
are poems that Jacqueline has written at
school.

What does the inclusion of these poems
suggest about Jacqueline as a writer?
[RL.É.Æ]
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Start Page 2ÅÇ:
“the selfish
giant”

To Page 2Æ2:
“first book”

Ç. Consider the poem “the selfish giant.”

How does this poem develop the idea
“stories / are like air” for Jacqueline? [RL.É.Å,
RL.É.Æ]

È. In “the butterfly poems,” how is Jacqueline’s
book about butterflies a metaphor for
writing in general? [RL.É.Å]

É. In “six minutes,” reread the stanza that
begins, “I don’t know what I am supposed to
do…,” which presents Jacqueline’s thoughts
alongside her mother’s response.

A: How does Jacqueline feel about the rules
her story must follow? [RL.É.3]

B: What is Jacqueline’s tone in the last stanza
of the poem? [RL.É.Å]

OPTIONAL:
End of Chapter
Discussion
Questions

● In “fresh air,’ Maria describes the misunderstanding of the rich white people she stayed with upstate:

�Thes kepj hasing I qah poor and jrsing jo gipe me hjkff� …  � … I had jo keep jelling jhem ij�h noj poor �
qhere qe lipe�� ¥ÁÃÁ¦

How does the novel as a whole show the richness and beauty of Maria and Jacqueline’s community?
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Name Class

Independent Practice
Directions: Answer the multiple choice questions for Chapter 10 (Pages 2Ä0-2Æ2).

1. In “daddy this time,” Gunnar Irby says to Jacqueline, “Yok�re going jo be fine� � sok knoq jhaj” (2ÄÆ). What is his motivation
for saying this? [RL.É.3]

A. He wants to encourage Jacqueline to do well in her upcoming performance.

B. He wants Jacqueline to stay inside with him while her siblings play outside.

C. He wants Jacqueline to believe in herself after he’s gone.

D. He wants Jacqueline to tell him more of her stories.

2. In “what everybody knows,” how does Jacqueline’s grandmother react to desegregation in Greenville? [RL.É.3]

A. She begins to go to stores where she and other Black people in Greenville previously weren’t allowed to go.

B. She continues to follow the laws because she knows that white people’s attitudes haven’t changed.

C. She encourages Jacqueline to exercise her rights and work for change.

D. She worries what her neighbors will think if they see her downtown.

Ä. Reread the following quotation from the poem “far rockaway” on pages 2Å0-2Å1:

�He hash he qon�j forgej� � ahkh kh if he�h a man of hih qord and � epersone ercepj ms mojher � nodh �� Hard noj jo mihh
ms mojher�h esebroqh� � giping her brojher a look� � prehhing her liph jogejher��

What do these lines suggest about Jacqueline’s mother’s attitude toward her brother Robert? [RL.É.3]

A. She is worried that he will break his promise to the children to take them to Coney Island.

B. She is disapproving and concerned that Robert is involved in risky activities.

C. She thinks that he spoils Jacqueline and her siblings with too many gifts.

D. She is protective of him because of the death of their sister Kay.

Å. Which quotation behj supports the idea that Jacqueline doesn’t want anyone to limit her creativity? [RL.É.1]

A. “How can I explain that stories / are like air to me, I breathe them in and let them out / over and over again.” (2ÅÈ)

B. “But on paper, things can live forever. / On paper, a butterfly / never dies.” (2ÅÊ)

C. “promising myself / there’ll come a time / when I can use the rest of my story … // … and give myself and my

horses and my cows / a whole lot more time / than six minutes!” (2Æ1)

D. “Not enough for a real book until / I cut each page into a small square / staple the squares together, write / one

poem / on each page.” (2Æ2)
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Independent Practice for Chapter 10 (Pages 230-2Æ2)

1. WRITE (10 minutes)

Think and qrije hilenjls in rehponhe jo jhe folloqing qkehjion� Refer jo mkljiple pieceh of epidence�

In the “selfish giant,” Jacqueline concludes: “Words are my brilliance.”

How do poems “learning from langston,” “the selfish giant,” and “six minutes” develop this idea? [RL.Å, RL.Æ]

2. DISCUSS

A. Turn & Talk (2 minutes)
Dihckhh sokr ideah and epidence qijh a parjner�

B. Share Out (3 students)
Share sokr ideah qijh sokr jeacher and clahhmajeh�

3. REVISE (10 minutes)
● Uhe ideah from okr dihckhhion jo make sokr inijial rehponhe epen hjronger�
● Wrije sokr repihed rehponhe ah a compleje paragraph inclkding mkljiple pieceh of epidence�
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Brown Girl Dreaming — Chapter 11 (Pages 2ÆÄ-2ÈÉ)
By Jacqueline Woodson

DURING- AND POST-READING QUESTIONS

Skill Focus Vocabulary

In this chapter, you’ll analyze how a text’s structure contributes to its meaning.
[RL.É.Ä, RL.É.Æ]

Let’s pronounce these words together
as a class:

Intrude (in�trood) — p. ÃÇÄPurpose for Reading

To understand the connection between Jacqueline’s real experiences and her writing.

End-Of-Unit Literary Essay Prompt

In Part IV of Bgoqn Gigl Dgeaming� Jacqueline Woodson alternates between poems about her family, her life in New York, and her
first efforts as a writer.

How does the author use this structure to develop a theme about identity? Use evidence from Part IV poems to support your
ideas. [RL.É.2, RL.É.Æ]

During Reading
Directions: Start and stop at the page(s) indicated. Answer the questions and be prepared to share with

your class.

Page Number DURING READING QUESTIONS STUDENT RESPONSE

Start Page 2ÆÄ:
“john’s bargain
store”

To Page 2ÆÇ:
“pasteles &
pernil”

Â. In “pasteles & pernil,” Jacqueline describes
the scene at Maria’s house:

“Whenever there is the smell of pegnil and
pahjeleh on / the block… // … Baila� Baila�
Until the living room floor disappears”
(ÃÆÇ).

What mood do these descriptions create?
[RL.É.Å]
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Ã. What do the last two stanzas of “pasteles &
pernil” suggest about Jacqueline and Maria’s
friendship? [RL.É.Æ]

Start Page 2ÆÈ:
“curses”

To Page 2ÇÄ:
“music”

Ä. In “graffiti,” Jacqueline says, “Your tag is your
name written with spray paint / however you
want it wherever you want it to be” (ÃÇÁ).

What does this suggest about why Jacqueline
is drawn to graffiti? [RL.É.Ä]

Å. In “music,” Jacqueline describes playing at
Maria’s house:

“sing along when / the Ohio Players say, /
He�h jhe fknkiehj / Wogm in jhe qogld� / We
can dance / the Funky Chicken, tell
imaginary intruders / to get the funk out /
of our faces” (ÃÇÄ).

A: How does Jacqueline and Maria’s
playfulness transform the word “funky” in
their minds? [RL.É.Ä]

B: What does this suggest about what
Jacqueline wants to be able to do with
language? [RL.É.Ä]

Æ. Woodson chose to place “curses,” “graffiti,”
and “music” close to one another in this
section.

How does this sequence of poems develop
an understanding of Jacqueline’s attitude
toward words and writing? [RL.É.Æ]

Start Page 2ÇÅ:
“rikers island”

To Page 2È2:
“not robert”

Ç. Reread the last stanza of “rikers island.”

What is the figurative meaning of these
lines? [RL.É.Å]

Unij Â� Bgoqn Gigl Dgeaming Ã
Unlehh ojhegqihe nojed� jhih conjenj ih licenhed kndeg jhe CC BY�NC�SA Ã�¿ licenhe�

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


Bgoqn Gigl Dgeaming� Puffin Books ÃÁÂÇ Edition

È. In “on the bus to dannemora,” Jacqueline
recounts a dream she has while on the way
to see her uncle in prison. The dream is
inspired by the O’Jays song “Love Train.”

How does Jacqueline’s dream both reflect
and transform her current reality? [RL.É.Ä]

É. Consider the poems “dannemora” and “not
robert.”

How does Jacqueline’s dream in “on the bus
to dannemora” compare to the reality she
and her family encounter when they arrive?
[RL.É.Ä]

Start Page 2ÈÄ:
“mountain
song”

To Page 2ÈÉ:
“how to listen
#È”

Ê. In “mountain song,” Jacqueline builds on the
song she first wrote in “too good.”

A: What does the song remind her of?
[RL.É.Ä]

B: For Jacqueline, what is the value of being a
writer? [RL.É.Ä]

ÂÁ. In “poem on paper,” Jacqueline’s mother
warns her “not [to write] about our family”
(ÃÈÆ).

What do the last three stanzas of the poem
illustrate about Jacqueline’s writing? [RL.É.Æ]
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ÂÂ. In “daddy,” Jacqueline longs to share stories
with her grandfather but is unable to before
he dies. Later, she participates in a “silent
parade” in Nicholtown to honor her
grandfather (ÃÈÈ).

What does the silence in the poem represent
about Jacqueline’s loss? [RL.É.Ä]

ÂÃ. Woodson chose to place “how to listen #È”
immediately after “daddy.”

How does “how to listen #È” develop the
meaning of the previous poem? [RL.É.Æ]

OPTIONAL:
End of Chapter
Discussion
Questions

Ɣ “How to listen #È” and all of the similarly titled poems in the novel are haikus, a form of poetry that has
three lines with seventeen syllables, written in a Æ/È/Æ syllable pattern. Writers of haiku use this simple form
to emphasize the small details of an important moment in time.

○ Why do you think Woodson chose this poetic form to convey the ideas in “how to listen #È”?

Ɣ Based on Jacqueline’s experience in this chapter, why do you think it could be valuable to write about our
own lives?
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Independent Practice
Directions: Answer the multiple choice questions for Chapter ÂÂ (Pages ÃÆÄ-ÃÈÉ).

Â. Reread the following lines from the poem “new girl” on page ÃÆÅ:

�Thohe dash � jhe qogld feelh ah ggas and cold ah ij gealls ih � and ij�h hagd � noj jo beliepe jhe neq gigl ihn�j mah mejog
jhan me� � Hagd noj jo beliepe � ms dash ah Magia�h behj fgiend fogepeg and epeg amen � age coknjed��

How does the repetition of the phrase “hard not to believe” contribute to the tone of the poem? [RL.É.Å]

A. It develops an admiring tone.

B. It develops a suspicious tone.

C. It develops a worried and anxious tone.

D. It develops a frustrated and angry tone.

Ã. In “curses,” Jacqueline compares her friends’ cursing to her own attempts:

�okg fgiendh lakgh jhen hpeq ckgheh � aj kh like bkllejh� bend jheig liph opeg jhe qogdh � like jhes qege bogn hpeaking
jhem … �� … Bkj qe can�j� � Epen qhen qe jgs � jhe qogdh gej cakghj inhide okg jhgoajh� ah jhokgh � okg mojheg � ih

hjanding jhege qaijing� daging jhem jo geach jhe aig�� (ÃÆÉ)

What do these lines suggest about the effect her mother’s rules have on Jacqueline’s use of language? [RL.É.Ä]

A. They make her compete with others to use words in the best way.

B. They make her insecure about sharing her stories with her family.

C. They force her to find creative ways to express herself.

D. They make some words feel unnatural to her.

Ä. How does the poem “moving upstate” illustrate one of the motivations for Jacqueline’s storytelling? [RL.É.2]

A. It shows that one motivation for Jacqueline’s storytelling is to comfort her uncle.

B. It shows that one motivation for Jacqueline’s storytelling is to entertain her friends.

C. It shows that one motivation for Jacqueline’s storytelling is to avoid painful realities.

D. It shows that one motivation for Jacqueline’s storytelling is to prove to her sister that she is creative.

Å. In the poem “too good,” how does Jacqueline’s conversation with her sister change her perception of herself as a writer?
[RL.É.Ä]

A. Jacqueline begins to believe that she is more of a songwriter than a storyteller.

B. Jacqueline begins to have greater confidence in herself as a writer.

C. Jacqueline realizes that she can write stories about nature.

D. Jacqueline becomes discouraged about her writing.
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Independent Practice for Chapter 11 (Pages 2ÆÄ-2ÈÉ)

1. WRITE (10 minutes)

Think and qgije hilenjls in gehponhe jo jhe folloqing fkehjion� Refeg jo mkljiple pieceh of epidence�

Consider several poems that appear near the end of Part IV:
“on the bus to dannemora,” “mountain song,” “poem on paper,” and “how to listen #È.”

How do Jacqueline’s real experiences with her family contribute to her identity as a writer? [RL.É.Ä, RL.É.Æ]

2. DISCUSS

A. Turn & Talk (2 minutes)
Dihckhh sokg ideah and epidence qijh a pagjneg�

B. Share Out (Ä students)
Shage sokg ideah qijh sokg jeacheg and clahhmajeh�

Ä. REVISE (10 minutes)
Ɣ Uhe ideah fgom okg dihckhhion jo make sokg inijial gehponhe epen hjgongeg�
Ɣ Wgije sokg gepihed gehponhe ah a compleje pagaggaph inclkding mkljiple pieceh of epidence�
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Ggammag Qkiv fog Acjipe ph� Pahhipe Voice
DIRECTIONS� The Æ knderlined senjences are qrijjen in passipe poice� For each knderlined senjence�

Â� Repise jhe senjence jo make ij acjipe�

OR

Ã� Erplain qhs jhe senjence shokld remain in passipe poice�

PARAGRAPH

¥Â¦ The joqn�s librars had been pandalived� ¥Ã¦ The cijivens of jhe joqn did noj knoq qhen ij happened� ¥Ä¦

A call jo jhe police qas made bs jhe librarian qhen he saq jhe damage� ¥Å¦ Painj had been sprased all oper

jhe erjerior of jhe bkilding� ¥Æ¦ The joqn�s people began qorking jo clean jhe bkilding� ¥Ç¦ Lojs of people

came okj jo help� ¥È¦ The qindoqs qere cleaned bs Mr� Smijh� ¥É¦ James and Darqin ksed a ladder jo clean

jhe gkjjers� ¥Ê¦ An incidenj reporj qas filed bs jhe police chief� ¥ÂÁ¦ Mans people hoped ij qas jksj a senior

prank and qokldn�j happen again�

Senjence
Nkmbeg

YOUR REVISED SENTENCES OR EXPLANATIONS

Â

Ä

Å

È

Ê

Cajegogs Poinjh

Repise Ä passipe senjences �ÂÃ

Erplain kse of Ã passipe senjences �É

Final Scoge �ÃÁ
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Bg]q[ GigY DgeaZi[g — Chapter 12 (Pages 2É3-2ÊÊ)
By Jacqueline Woodson

DURING- AND POST-READING QUESTIONS

Skill Focus Vocabulary

In this chapter, you’ll analyze how an author develops a theme over the course of a
text. [RL.É.2]

Let’s pronounce these words together
as a class:

[None in this chapter]Purpose for Reading

To understand what Jacqueline’s experiences suggest about the theme of identity.

End-Of-Unit Literary Essay Prompt

In Part IV of Broqn Girl Dreaming� Jacqueline Woodson alternates between poems about her family, her life in New York, and her
first efforts as a writer.

How does the author use this structure to develop a theme about identity? Use evidence from Part IV poems to support your
ideas. [RL.É.2, RL.É.Æ]

During Reading
Directions: Start and stop at the page(s) indicated. Answer the questions and be prepared to share with

your class.

Page Number DURING READING QUESTIONS STUDENT RESPONSE

Start Page 2É3:
“after greenville
#2”

To Page 2Ê2:
“how to listen
#É”

1. In “after daddy dies,” Jacqueline begins the
first four stanzas with the same phrase and
then describes her grandmother’s move to
New York and scenes from her own life.

What does the repetition of “after daddy
dies” emphasize about this period in
Jacqueline’s life? [RL.É.Æ]
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2. In “mimosa tree,” Jacqueline describes the
mimosa tree her grandmother has planted
and “the promise / of that tree from back
home joining us here” (2ÉÆ).

What does the mimosa tree growing in New
York symbolize? [RL.É.3]

Ä. In “what’s left behind,” Jacqueline describes
“the feeling of knowing / that every dying
person leaves something behind” (2ÉÉ).

What does this poem suggest about the
legacy that Jacqueline’s grandfather has “left
behind”? [RL.É.3]

Start Page 2Ê3:
“fate & faith &
reasons”

To Page 2ÊÊ:
“how to listen
#Ê”

Å. In “fate & faith & reasons,” Jacqueline’s
mother says that “everything happens for a
reason” and “even all of us coming to
Brooklyn … // … wasn’t some accident”
(2ÊÅ).

What does the image of the birds reveal
about Jacqueline’s perspective? [RL.É.Å]

Æ. In “what if … ?” Jacqueline imagines
everything that had to happen in the past for
her life to intersect with Maria’s.

A: What does this suggest about how
Jacqueline has arrived at this moment in her
life? [RL.É.3]

B: What does this suggest about how
Jacqueline feels about her current life?
[RL.É.3]
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Ç. A: In “bushwick history lesson,” what does
Jacqueline learn about the origin of her
Brooklyn neighborhood, Bushwick? [RL.É.3]

B: Reread the last two stanzas of the poem.
What does this history teach Jacqueline
about her own life? [RL.É.3]

È. Woodson chose to the place the poem “how
to listen #Ê” after “what if …?” and
“bushwick history lesson.”

What does the placement of this poem
suggest about how Jacqueline will use
writing? [RL.É.Æ]

OPTIONAL:
End of Chapter
Discussion
Questions

● How is Jacqueline’s attitude toward her life in New York changing?

● Stories of her own family’s past have always been important to Jacqueline. How does her understanding of
history begin to include more than just the story of her own family?
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Independent Practice
Directions: Answer the multiple choice questions for Chapter 12 (Pages 2ÉÄ-2ÊÊ).

1. Reread the following quotation from the poem “what’s left behind” on page 2ÉÉ:

�Where qill the qedding skpper be� � Was doqn sonder in a holloq tree… �

How do these song lyrics contribute to the meaning of the poem? [RL.É.Æ]

A. They show how similar Jacqueline and her grandfather are.
B. They emphasize how much Jacqueline and her grandmother miss the community of Nicholtown.
C. They show how Jacqueline’s grandmother encourages Jacqueline’s writing now that her grandfather is gone.
D. They emphasize the memories of Gunnar Irby singing that Jacqueline and her grandmother are holding on to.

2. In “the stories i tell,” how does Jacqueline sometimes wish her family were different? [RL.É.3]
A. She wishes that they allowed her to spend more time with her classmates.
B. She wishes they were more like the other families she knows.
C. She wishes that they were more brave and adventurous.
D. She wishes that they appreciated her storytelling more.

Ä. In “how to listen #É,” what is the impact of shared memories? [RL.É.2]
A. Shared memories can bring people together.
B. Shared memories can bring back painful events from the past.
C. Shared memories can make people feel hopeful for the future.
D. Shared memories can make it difficult to create an identity apart from your family.

Å. What is the most likely reason why Woodson chose to place the poems “fate & faith & reasons,” “what if…?,” and
“bushwick history lesson” together? [RL.É.Æ]

A. To develop the idea that people can make different choices than their parents did.
B. To develop the idea that friendships have the greatest influence on our decisions.
C. To develop the idea that Brooklyn is becoming more like home to Jacqueline.
D. To develop the idea that the past plays a role in our destiny.

Unit Â� Broqn Girl Dreaming Å
Unless otherqise noted� this content is licensed knder the CC BY�NC�SA Ã�¿ license�

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


Broqn Girl Dreaming� Puffin Books 201Ç Edition

Name Class

Independent Practice for Chapter 12 (Pages 2É3-2ÊÊ)

1. WRITE (10 minutes)

Think and qrite silentls in response to the folloqing qkestion� Refer to mkltiple pieces of epidence�

In “bushwick history lesson,” Jacqueline says, “I didn’t just appear one day. / I didn’t just wake up and know how to
write my name. / I keep writing, knowing now / that I was a long time coming.”

What theme do the poems in this chapter develop about identity? Use evidence from “bushwick history lesson” and
at least one other poem to support your ideas. [RL.2]

2. DISCUSS

A. Turn & Talk (2 minutes)
Disckss sokr ideas and epidence qith a partner�

B. Share Out (3 students)
Share sokr ideas qith sokr teacher and classmates�

3. REVISE (10 minutes)
● Use ideas from okr disckssion to make sokr initial response epen stronger�
● Write sokr repised response as a complete paragraph inclkding mkltiple pieces of epidence�
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Bg]q[ GigY DgeaZi[g — Chapter 13 (Pages 300-320)
By Jacqueline Woodson

DURING- AND POST-READING QUESTIONS

Skill Focus Vocabulary

In this chapter, you’ll analyze how an author develops a theme over the course of a
text. [RL.É.2]

Let’s pronounce these words together
as a class:

Recite (ri-sahyt) — p. Ä1ÃPurpose for Reading

To understand what Jacqueline’s experiences suggest about the theme of identity.

End-Of-Unit Literary Essay Prompt

In Part IV of Broqn Girl Dreaming� Jacqueline Woodson alternates between poems about her family, her life in New York, and her
first efforts as a writer.

How does the author use this structure to develop a theme about identity? Use evidence from Part IV poems to support your
ideas. [RL.É.2, RL.É.Æ]

During Reading
Directions: Start and stop at the page(s) indicated. Answer the questions and be prepared to share with

your class.

Page Number DURING READING QUESTIONS STUDENT RESPONSE

Start Page 300:
“the promise
land”

To Page 310:
“how to listen
#10”

1. According to her uncle, Jacqueline can reach
the “Promise Land” by “look[ing] with [her]
heart and [her] head. He also says she’ll
“know when [she] get[s] there” (Ä01).

What does this suggest about what
Jacqueline’s uncle wants her to believe about
herself? [RL.É.3]

Ã. In “power to the people,” Woodson draws a
comparison between Jacqueline and Angela
Davis.

What does this suggest about Jacqueline’s
relationship to the movement? [RL.É.3]
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Ä. A: In “say it loud,” as Jacqueline eats the
cookies shared by the white lady who lives
on her block, what does Jacqueline mean
when she thinks, �Ercepj kh�? (Ä0Æ) [RL.É.3]

B: At the end of the poem, the televised
Angela Davis seems to “[look] directly into
[Jacqueline’s] eyes” (Ä0Æ). What does this
represent? [RL.É.3]

Å. In “the revolution,” Jacqueline wants to write
that “the revolution is like / a
merry-go-round, history always being made /
somewhere” (Ä0Ê).

How does Jacqueline see her place in this
history? [RL.É.Å]

Start Page 311:
“a writer”

To Page 320:
“each world”

Æ. A: What does the poem “a writer” suggest
about how the subject matter of Jacqueline’s
writing is expanding? [RL.É.3]

B: In this poem, Jacqueline repeats Ms. Vivo’s
words to her, “Yok�re a qrijer,” three times.

How does this repetition emphasize the
effect of these words on Jacqueline? [RL.É.Æ]

Unij Â� Broqn Girl Dreaming Ã
Unlehh ojherqihe nojed� jhih conjenj ih licenhed knder jhe CC BY�NC�SA Ã�¿ licenhe�

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


Broqn Girl Dreaming� Puffin Books Ã01Ç Edition

Ç. In “every wish, one dream,” Jacqueline
includes references to other poems and
books she’s read: a poem by Langston
Hughes, the birch tree poem her teacher
read to the class, and The Selfihh Gianj by
Oscar Wilde.

How do these references contribute to the
meaning of the poem? [RL.É.Æ]

È. In “the earth from far away,” Jacqueline
references an earlier poem where her sister
had “promise[d] [her] infinity” by helping her
learn to write (ÇÄ).

What is now “promising infinity” to
Jacqueline? [RL.É.3, RL.É.Æ]

É. Jacqueline once described herself as feeling
torn between “two different worlds” (1ÊÅ).

In the poem “what i believe,” how does the
list of what Jacqueline believes reflect a
different understanding of Jacqueline’s
identity? [RL.É.Æ]
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Ê. Reread the last half of the poem “each
world,” beginning with “Each day a new
world… ” (Ä1Ê).

A: What is the figurative meaning of the
“many worlds” Jacqueline refers to? [RL.É.Å]

B: At the end of the poem, what is the
figurative meaning of the “story” Jacqueline
refers to? [RL.É.Å]

C: How does Jacqueline’s understanding of
her own identity affect her life? [RL.É.3]

OPTIONAL:
End of Chapter
Discussion
Questions

Why is “ready to change the world” an appropriate title for Part V?
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Independent Practice
Directions: Answer the multiple choice questions for Chapter 1Ä (Pages Ä00-ÄÃ0).

1. In “maybe mecca,” what does Mecca represent to Jacqueline? [RL.É.3]

A. It represents a place in the future where everyone will be treated equally.

B. It represents a place where her uncle will feel comfort after returning from prison.

C. It represents a place where someone can go to start a new life if they’re trying to escape their past.

D. It represents a place someone can go in their mind to escape bad memories or remember good ones.

Ã. In “how to listen #10,” what will Jacqueline’s writing help her understand? [RL.É.2]

A. It will help her understand the struggle for civil rights.

B. It will help her understand herself and her purpose.

C. It will help her understand other writers’ poems.

D. It will help her understand her family’s past.

Ä. Reread the following lines from the Part I poem “second daughter’s day on earth” on pages Å-Æ:

�I do noj sej knoq qho I�ll be… �� … I do noj knoq if jhehe handh qill be � Roha�h � or Rkbs�h � genjls gloped � and
fiercels folded � calmls in a lap� � on a dehk� � aroknd a book� reads � jo change jhe qorld… �

How do these lines connect to the ending of the novel? [RL.É.Æ]

A. By the end of the novel, Jacqueline has a deeper love for her family.

B. By the end of the novel, Jacqueline has learned more about these historical figures.

C. By the end of the novel, Jacqueline is still uncertain about what she wants for her future.

D. By the end of the novel, Jacqueline has a strong sense of her identity and desire to change the world.

Å. Reread the epigraph of the novel, the Langston Hughes poem “Dreams.” What is the most likely reason why Woodson chose
to begin the novel this way? [RL.É.Æ]

A. To show that some dreams are more important than others.

B. To develop the idea that not everyone achieves their dreams.

C. To emphasize the importance of Jacqueline’s dream of becoming a writer.

D. To highlight the dreams that Jacqueline’s family had when they moved north to Brooklyn.
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Broqn Girl Dreaming� Puffin Books Ã01Ç Edition

Name Class

Independent Practice for Chapter 13 (Pages 300-320)

1. WRITE (10 minutes)

Think and qrije hilenjls in rehponhe jo jhe folloqing qkehjion� Refer jo mkljiple pieceh of epidence�

In “each world,” Jacqueline says, “When there are many worlds / you can choose the one / you walk into each day.”
(31Ê)

How does the idea of “many worlds” develop the book’s theme about identity? [RL.2, RL.Å]

2. DISCUSS

A. Turn & Talk (2 minutes)
Dihckhh sokr ideah and epidence qijh a parjner�

B. Share Out (3 students)
Share sokr ideah qijh sokr jeacher and clahhmajeh�

3. REVISE (10 minutes)
● Uhe ideah from okr dihckhhion jo make sokr inijial rehponhe epen hjronger�
● Wrije sokr repihed rehponhe ah a compleje paragraph inclkding mkljiple pieceh of epidence�
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Name Clahh

Class Disckssion

PART Â� Preparing for Disckssion
Directions� Fighj� qgije doqn sokg inijial ideah abokj each dihckhhion fkehjion� Then� comdleje jhe chagj

bs finding epidence jo hkddogj sokg ideah�

Disckssion Qkestions�

In an injegpieq abokj Broqn Girl Dreaming� Jacfkeline Woodhon hash�
�If sok knoq qhege sok�pe been� sok�ll knoq qhege sok�ge going��

Whaj do sok jhink jhih meanh� Hoq doeh jhih idea hhoq kd in Broqn Girl Dreaming�

Erdlain khing jerjkal epidence fgom Pagj IV and Pagj V of Broqn Girl Dreaming�

Brainstorming�

Part of the Nopel Epidence ² Page ¾ Ms Erplanation

Pagj IV doemh�
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Pagj V doemh�
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PART Ã� Dkring Disckssion
Directions� Take nojeh in jhe chagj dkging jhe dihckhhion�

Reminder� Don�j foggej jo dgacjice hjgong dihckhhion hkillh�

Refegging jo tert epidence to skpport ideas�

● For erample…
● In jhe jerj ij said jhaj…
● One momenj jhaj illksjrajes jhis is…
● Remember in jhe sjors qe read jhaj…
● I can prope jhis becakse…

Making connections betqeen ideas�

● The connecjion I see bejqeen ¢¢¢ and ¢¢¢ is…
○ The similarijs I see bejqeen ¢¢¢ and ¢¢¢ is…
○ The difference I see bejqeen ¢¢¢ and ¢¢¢ is…

● Whaj sok said abokj ¢¢¢ connecjs jo ¢¢¢ becakse…

Interesting Points Ms Classmates
Made

Qkestions I Hape Ms Neq Ideas

Keep the disckssion going�

● The Cipil Righjh Mopemenj ih a backdgod fog Woodhon�h childhood� Whaj gole doeh hihjogs dlas in jhe

book� Whaj do qe leagn fgom jhih fighj�deghon deghdecjipe of Amegican hihjogs�

● Whs ih gemembeging jhe dahj imdogjanj jo Jacfkeline and ojhegh in Broqn Girl Dreaming�

● �Liping in jhe dahj� ¡ og fockhing joo mkch on jhe dahj inhjead of jhe dgehenj momenj ¡ ih heen bs

home deodle ah a bad jhing� Hoq do sok jhink Jacfkeline Woodhon qokld gehdond jo jhih idea� Do sok

aggee og dihaggee qijh jhih idea� Whs�

● Whaj mehhageh do sok jhink Jacfkeline Woodhon qanjed jo hend jo sokng deodle qijh jhih nopel�
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PART Ä� Post�Disckssion
Directions� Wgije og jsde a Å�Ç henjence geflecjion on sokg dagjicidajion in jodas�h dihckhhion bahed on

jhe cgijegia� Be hkge jo idenjifs one hkill sok qanj jo imdgope on in okg nerj dihckhhion�

❏ I hkddogjed ms ideah qijh epidence fgom jhe jerj¥h¦�
❏ When I hdoke� I gehdonded jo jhe dihckhhion fkehjion og a commenj fgom ms deeg�
❏ I made connecjionh bejqeen ojheg deodle�h ideah dkging jhe dihckhhion�
❏ I jgacked jhe hdeakeg qijh ms eseh�
❏ I qaijed jo gaihe ms hand knjil ms clahhmajeh finihhed hdeaking�
❏ I khed a hjgong poice jhaj ih eahils heagd�
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Name Class

Narrative Writing Guided Practice Packet

PART 1: Understanding the Prompt
DIRECTIONS: Read the steps to take when you encounter a narrative prompt.

We ask ourselves:

1. From what point of view do I need to write my story? 1st or Ärd?

Ã. What pronouns would indicate that point of view?

Ä. Which character(s) and/or object(s) should appear in my story?

Å. What details does the prompt tell me to include?

PART 2: Breaking Down a Sample Prompt
DIRECTIONS: Read the sample prompt and answer the questions that follow.

Willa Cather wrote this passage from a third-person point of view. Write a narrative story that describes the major

events in the passage from the point of view of Ralph, emphasizing his thoughts and feelings about the narrator. Be

sure to use details from the passage in developing your narrative.

1. From what point of view do I need to write my story? 1st or Ärd?

●

Ã. What pronouns would indicate that point of view?

●

Ä. Which character(s) and/or object(s) should appear in my story?

●

Å. What details does the prompt tell me to include?

●
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PART 3: Breaking Down the Unit 3 Prompt
DIRECTIONS: Read the Unit Ä prompt and answer the questions that follow. This will help you

prepare to write the Unit Ä narrative.

NARRATIVE PROMPT

In the poem “a writer,” Jacqueline describes a moment in which she receives recognition from her teacher
for a poem she wrote, “the first four lines” of the poem “stolen” from her sister Dell (Ä11).

Imagine that Jaqueline returns home from school and tells Odella the story of receiving praise from Ms. Vivo
for her poem. Write a narrative from Odella’s point of view about this moment.

Odella has influenced Jacqueline’s identity as a storyteller in many ways. Consider Odella’s perspective of her
sister’s love and skill for storytelling over the years. Describe Odella’s thoughts, words, and actions as she
reacts to Jacqueline’s news. You may use the poems below and any others to help you develop Odella’s
perspective and the relationship between the two sisters:

● “the beginning” (ÇÃ-ÇÄ)
● “hair night” (ÉÄ-ÉÆ)
● “composition notebook” (1ÆÅ)
● “sometimes” (1È0)
● “uncle robert” (1È1-1ÈÄ)
● “the other woodson” (Ã1Ê-ÃÃ0)

● “the other woodson” (Ã1Ê-ÃÃ0)
● “reading” (ÃÃÇ)
● “stevie and me” (ÃÃÈ-ÃÃÉ)
● “when I tell my family” (ÃÃÊ)
● “too good” (ÃÇÊ)
● “a writer” (Ä11-Ä1Ã)

[W.3]

1. From what point of view do I need to write my story? 1st or Ärd?

●

Ã. What pronouns would indicate that point of view?

●

Ä. Which character(s) and/or object(s) should appear in my story?

●

Å. What details does the prompt tell me to include?

●
●
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PART 4: Planning & Brainstorming
DIRECTIONS: Review the writing prompt. Then, brainstorm details to use for your story in the

table.

NARRATIVE PROMPT

In the poem “a writer,” Jacqueline describes a moment in which she receives recognition from her teacher
for a poem she wrote, “the first four lines” of the poem “stolen” from her sister Dell (Ä11).

Imagine that Jaqueline returns home from school and tells Odella the story of receiving praise from Ms. Vivo
for her poem. Write a narrative from Odella’s point of view about this moment.

Odella has influenced Jacqueline’s identity as a storyteller in many ways. Consider Odella’s perspective of her
sister’s love and skill for storytelling over the years. Describe Odella’s thoughts, words, and actions as she
reacts to Jacqueline’s news. You may use the poems below and any others to help you develop Odella’s
perspective and the relationship between the two sisters:

● “the beginning” (ÇÃ-ÇÄ)
● “hair night” (ÉÄ-ÉÆ)
● “composition notebook” (1ÆÅ)
● “sometimes” (1È0)
● “uncle robert” (1È1-1ÈÄ)
● “the other woodson” (Ã1Ê-ÃÃ0)

● “the other woodson” (Ã1Ê-ÃÃ0)
● “reading” (ÃÃÇ)
● “stevie and me” (ÃÃÈ-ÃÃÉ)
● “when I tell my family” (ÃÃÊ)
● “too good” (ÃÇÊ)
● “a writer” (Ä11-Ä1Ã)

[W.3]

EVENTS
List Â�Ã major epents that qill happen

in sour narratipe stors

THOUGHTS
List Á�Â things Odella thinks

DIALOGUE
List Á�Â statements the characters sas
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PART 5: Reviewing Narrative Techniques
DIRECTIONS: The checklist includes techniques writers should use to make their story

interesting. Review before proceeding to the next activity.

Narrative Writing Checklist:

❏ Establish a problem, situation, or setting.
❏ Use events and transitions to create a smooth progression of experiences and to signal shifts from

one time frame or setting to another.
❏ Use dialogue, thoughts, reflection, pacing and description to develop your narrative.
❏ Use precise words, telling details and sensory language to create a vivid picture of events, setting,

and characters.
❏ Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved.
❏ Use correct pronouns to establish point of view (such as using I, me, or mine for first person point of

view or she, her, they for third person point of view).

PART 6: Analyzing Narrative Techniques

DIRECTIONS: Read the excerpt from “Cooking Time” by Anita Roy. Analyze the techniques the
writer uses to make the narrative interesting by answering the questions in the right-hand
column.

Sample Paragraph from “Cooking Time” by Anita Roy Answer the following questions to analyze the
writer’s use of narrative techniques.

[1] The minute the doorbell rang, I knew that something was wrong. The
sound set my nerves jangling, as if it was plugged into my brain. My
thoughts flew to the box in the basement, but before I could move, Marra
had leaped up. “That will be Mandy,” she said. “About time, too.” She
opened the door. Two men stood in the street. They had AgroGlobal written
all over them: dark suits, short hair, clean shoes, mirrored shades.

[Ã] “We’re looking for Miss Stella Jordan?” the first one said.

[Ä] Marra looked back at me, worry in her dark eyes.

[Å] “You need to come with us,” he said.

[Æ] I got up. “Can I just...”

[Ç] “Now.”

[È] There was no use protesting. I grabbed my bag and headed out.

A. Find Evidence: Underline details that reveal the
setting or the situation.

B. Find Evidence: Underline two examples of
precise description or sensory language the
narrator uses.

C. Turn & Talk: What does the dialogue reveal?

D. Find Evidence: Underline one example of
character thoughts.
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PART 7: Incorporating Key Details
DIRECTIONS:

1. Read through the collection of quotations from pages ÇÃ-ÃÃÊ of Broqn Girl Dreaming.

Ã. Underline or highlight Æ-È key details in the table below that you could use in your

narrative to establish the situation, setting, or character.

Ä. As you write your narrative, reference key details from these moments.

Page # Quotation

ÇÃ “...my sister’s hand over mine, / making it do what I cannot”

ÇÄ “...promising me // infinity”

ÉÄ “thick books / dog-eared.../...my sister handles them gently, / marks the pages with torn brown
pieces / of paper bag”

ÉÅ “my sister’s voice / wafts over the kitchen, / ...settles / like a hand on my shoulder and holds me
there”; “My sister’s clear soft voice opens up the world to me. / I lean in / so hungry for it.”

1ÆÅ “And why does she need a notebook? She can’t even write!”

1È0 “if my sister’s nearby / she shakes her head. Says, / She�s making up stories again�”

1ÈÃ “I want / to be smart like Dell,/...but /  I am not smart like Dell”

ÃÃ0 “remember that I am the other Woodson // and begin searching for brilliance // at another desk.”

ÃÃÇ “I am not my sister. / Words from the books curl around each other / make little sense / until / I
read them again / and again…”

ÃÃÉ “If someone had been fussing with me / to read like my sister, I might have missed / the picture
books filled with brown people… // I’d never have believed that someone who looked like me /
could be in the pages of the book / that someone who looked like me / had a story.”

ÃÃÊ “We hear sou making up all those stories��� But masbe sou should be a teacher”
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PART É: Drafting Your Story
DIRECTIONS: Read the narrative prompt and draft your narrative. Be sure to use the Narrative

Writing Checklist as you write.

NARRATIVE PROMPT

In the poem “a writer,” Jacqueline describes a moment in which she receives recognition from her teacher
for a poem she wrote, “the first four lines” of the poem “stolen” from her sister Dell (Ä11).

Imagine that Jaqueline returns home from school and tells Odella the story of receiving praise from Ms. Vivo
for her poem. Write a narrative from Odella’s point of view about this moment.

Odella has influenced Jacqueline’s identity as a storyteller in many ways. Consider Odella’s perspective of her
sister’s love and skill for storytelling over the years. Describe Odella’s thoughts, words, and actions as she
reacts to Jacqueline’s news. You may use the poems below and any others to help you develop Odella’s
perspective and the relationship between the two sisters:

● “the beginning” (ÇÃ-ÇÄ)
● “hair night” (ÉÄ-ÉÆ)
● “composition notebook” (1ÆÅ)
● “sometimes” (1È0)
● “uncle robert” (1È1-1ÈÄ)
● “the other woodson” (Ã1Ê-ÃÃ0)

● “the other woodson” (Ã1Ê-ÃÃ0)
● “reading” (ÃÃÇ)
● “stevie and me” (ÃÃÈ-ÃÃÉ)
● “when I tell my family” (ÃÃÊ)
● “too good” (ÃÇÊ)
● “a writer” (Ä11-Ä1Ã)

[W.3]

Narrative Writing Checklist:

❏ Establish a problem, situation, or setting.
❏ Use events and transitions to create a smooth progression of experiences and to signal shifts from

one time frame or setting to another.
❏ Use dialogue, thoughts, reflection, pacing and description to develop your narrative.
❏ Use precise words, telling details and sensory language to create a vivid picture of events, setting,

and characters.
❏ Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved.
❏ Use correct pronouns to establish point of view (such as using I, me, or mine for first person point of

view or she, her, they for third person point of view).
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Drafting Your Narrative
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Name Class

Unit Ä Essay

PART Â: Essay Prompt
Directions: Read jhe essas prompj for Brown Girl Dreaming�

ESSAY PROMPT

In Parj IV of Brown Girl Dreaming, Jacqkeline Woodson aljernajes bejqeen poems abokj her famils� her life
in Neq York� and her firsj efforjs as a qrijer�

Hoq does jhe akjhor kse jhis sjrkcjkre jo depelop a jheme abokj idenjijs� Use epidence from jhe Parj IV
poems lisjed beloq or ans ojhers sok choose jo skpporj sokr ideas� [RL.É.Ã, RL.É.Æ¨

● lessons ¥ÃÂÆ¦

● jrading places ¥ÃÂÇ¦

● qrijing ¾Ã ¥ÃÃÂ¦

● reading ¥ÃÃÇ¦

● dadds gknnar ¥ÃÄÁ¦

● hope onsjage ¥ÃÄÄ¦

● dadds jhis jime ¥ÃÄÅ¦

● jhe selfish gianj ¥ÃÅÇ¦

● pasjeles and pernil ¥ÃÆÆ¦

● graffiji ¥ÃÇÁ¦

● mksic ¥ÃÇÃ¦

● on jhe bks jo dannemora

¥ÃÇÈ¦

● moknjain song ¥ÃÈÄ¦

PART Ã: Drafting Your Essay
Directions: Drafj sokr essas in jhe space propided� If sok creajed an okjline for jhis essas in a prepioks

lesson� kse ij jo help sok drafj� As sok drafj sokr essas� be skre jo appls jhe skills sok�pe pracjiced in

qrijing lessons jhrokghokj jhis knij�
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