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“Photography	
  helps	
  people	
  to	
  see”	
  	
  
	
  

-­‐	
  Berenice	
  Abbot	
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Point	
  of	
  view	
  in	
  photography	
  refers	
  to	
  the	
  camera	
  posi7on	
  where	
  the	
  image	
  is	
  
captured.	
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The	
  point	
  of	
  view	
  where	
  the	
  image	
  is	
  created	
  can	
  affect	
  the	
  viewer	
  and	
  alter	
  how	
  
the	
  image	
  is	
  perceived.	
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Photographing	
  with	
  a	
  camera	
  at	
  normal	
  head	
  height	
  is	
  the	
  most	
  common	
  point	
  of	
  
view.	
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Photographing	
  with	
  a	
  camera	
  at	
  normal	
  head	
  height	
  has	
  li=le	
  psychological	
  affect	
  
upon	
  the	
  viewer.	
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The	
  camera	
  posi7on	
  establishes	
  the	
  viewer’s	
  point	
  of	
  view.	
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Photographing	
  from	
  above	
  is	
  commonly	
  referred	
  to	
  as	
  a	
  bird’s	
  eye	
  view.	
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The	
  bird’s	
  eye	
  view	
  can	
  also	
  be	
  referred	
  to	
  as	
  an	
  aerial	
  view.	
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The	
  bird’s	
  eye	
  view	
  can	
  place	
  the	
  viewer	
  in	
  a	
  posi7on	
  of	
  power.	
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Photographing	
  from	
  ground	
  level	
  is	
  commonly	
  referred	
  to	
  as	
  a	
  worm’s	
  eye	
  view.	
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Photographing	
  from	
  ground	
  level	
  can	
  make	
  the	
  subject	
  appear	
  to	
  soar	
  above	
  the	
  
viewer.	
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Photographing	
  from	
  ground	
  level	
  can	
  emphasizes	
  and	
  even	
  exaggerate	
  the	
  height	
  of	
  
the	
  subject.	
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Framing	
  your	
  point	
  of	
  view	
  through	
  objects	
  on	
  the	
  ground	
  can	
  introduce	
  the	
  feeling	
  
of	
  vulnerability.	
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Photographing	
  from	
  ground	
  level	
  is	
  easier	
  with	
  cameras	
  that	
  have	
  pivo7ng	
  external	
  
viewing	
  screens.	
  

The Classroom Collection                                                               

www.brooks.edu

Ventura, CA       888.276.4999


P o i n t  o f  V i e w




The	
  placement	
  of	
  the	
  horizon	
  within	
  a	
  scene	
  can	
  be	
  used	
  to	
  emphasize	
  the	
  sky	
  or	
  
the	
  foreground.	
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A	
  bird’s	
  eye	
  view	
  and	
  a	
  wide	
  angle	
  lens	
  can	
  be	
  used	
  to	
  enhance	
  distances.	
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Low	
  camera	
  angles	
  can	
  introduce	
  the	
  illusion	
  of	
  enormous	
  depth	
  and	
  distances.	
  



Low	
  camera	
  angles	
  can	
  psychologically	
  introduce	
  a	
  small	
  animal	
  or	
  child’s	
  
perspec7ve.	
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Review	
  	
  –	
  	
  Point	
  of	
  View	
  
	
  
Point	
  of	
  View	
  in	
  photography	
  refers	
  to	
  the	
  camera	
  posi7on	
  where	
  the	
  

	
  image	
  is	
  captured.	
  
Bird’s	
  Eye	
  View	
  is	
  a	
  view	
  of	
  a	
  subject	
  from	
  above.	
  
Worm’s	
  Eye	
  View	
  is	
  a	
  view	
  of	
  a	
  subject	
  from	
  ground	
  level.	
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Vocabulary	
  Study	
  Words	
  
	
  
Point	
  of	
  View	
  
Bird’s	
  Eye	
  View	
  
Worm’s	
  Eye	
  View	
  
Camera	
  Angle	
  
Horizon	
  
Foreground	
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Content	
  created	
  by	
  Christopher	
  Broughton	
  
	
  

Christopher	
  is	
  a	
  	
  faculty	
  member	
  at	
  Brooks	
  Ins7tute	
  teaching	
  courses	
  in	
  both	
  the	
  MFA	
  and	
  BFA	
  Professional	
  
Photography	
  program	
  specializing	
  in	
  the	
  History	
  of	
  Photography,	
  Op7cs	
  in	
  Fine	
  Art,	
  Digital	
  Photography	
  and	
  

the	
  Zone	
  System.	
  	
  More	
  of	
  his	
  work	
  can	
  be	
  viewed	
  at	
  	
  www.christopherbroughton.com	
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