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March 3, 2021

The Linn Mar Community School District Board of Directors would like to urge you to vote NO
on House Study Bills 240, 242, and 243. Each of these bills contain provisions that would be
detrimental to lowa’s public schools.

Establishing a voucher program, even in this limited capacity, will lead to decreased funding
for our public schools. It is our position that public tax dollars should be used to fund public
schools and ONLY public schools. Unlike private schools, public schools provide educational
opportunities to ALL students, regardless of race, gender, or socio-economic status. Unlike
private schools, public schools must follow all guidelines established by the Americans with
Disabilities Act and Individual with Disabilities Education Act. Unlike private schools, public
schools must provide accountability and transparency to their community and to the State of
lowa. Private schools are not universally accessible by lowa families. This legislation would
benefit a few, at the expense of the many.

Rather than diverting tax dollars to private entities, it is imperative to provide our public
schools with the resources they need. Public schools serve 94% of lowa students and funding
has not kept up with costs in recent years. Our public schools need additional funding, not
fewer resources. This legislation does not address the needs of the 94% - the majority of
lowa families.

The establishment of charter schools also serves to reallocate resources away from serving
ALL students to serving the few. Again, charter schools have little accountability to the public.
While public tax dollars provide their funding, there is not the same level of oversight by a
local, publicly elected Board of Directors in that school district. This gives control of tax dollars
to a few people, who may not be representative of the local school district.

House Study Bills 240, 242, and 243 do not serve the families of lowa and we encourage you
to vote “no” on this legislation.

Sincerely,
The LMCSD Board of Directors
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