Large Group Discussion Protocol

I have found a group classroom discussion method that I have had a lot of success with and here it is:

1. For any large group discussion, I ask lab groups (8 lab groups, 3-4 students each) to briefly discuss the discussion prompt together for 1-2 minutes.
2. Each group chooses a spokesperson who will share out the major takeaways of their group conversation.
3. Each time we repeat this process, the rule is that the group must choose a new spokesperson.

Note: There are many reasons why I love this new way of encouraging large group contributions!  Here are just a few:
· Students who feel worried about speaking in front of a large group have the autonomy to choose when they speak and what they speak about
· Groups are very diligent in self-monitoring their compliance with our rule of a new spokesperson for each cycle of questions, cutting down my need to intervene or keep tedious records, allowing me to listen and respond to content related misconceptions and student interests in a more substantive way
· Having 8 'experts' ready to contribute at any given time cuts down on wait time, decreases the chance of having one person take over the conversation, and creates a culture of equity.
