
Beginning Band FAQs

“Are summer lessons available?”

Yes, and they’re very strongly recommended.  Small-group lessons will take place on
August 2-5, one 30-minute lesson per day for 4 days. Flexible scheduling is available--
there are times available from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.  I would really love to have all beginners
participate if at all possible, so that we can hit the ground running in the fall.  School-year
lessons are only 15-20 minutes at a time, once per week, so if they start in the fall, it would
take almost the entire first quarter to learn as much as they could before school starts!  The
cost is $45 (total for 4 lessons).  Please contact me if the cost presents a hardship--
payment plans or free or reduced-cost lessons are available in cases of financial hardship.  I
do not want the cost to prevent anyone from taking lessons. Here is a link to the registration
(lessons are run through Community Ed).

“When do we need to have an instrument?”

If your child is taking summer lessons, he/she will need an instrument by August 1st.  If not
taking summer lessons, please do your best to have one by Open House in the end of
August so I can look it over before school starts to make sure it is in good working condition,
and so I can order any supplies or accessories you might need.

“What supplies or accessories will we need for band?”

● 3-ring binder (provided by the school for 5th grade only)

● Name tag for case (or at least a piece of tape with the student’s name on it)
(percussionists will put the tag on their stick bag, not their practice kit)

● Lesson book: Essential Elements Interactive

● Music stand for practicing at home

● Other items specific to each instrument-- click your instrument below for a link

Flute Clarinet Saxophone Trumpet/Cornet

French horn Trombone Baritone/Euphonium Percussion

https://apm.activecommunities.com/jordance/Activity_Search/2227
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dXCqSMtpDg5tFDXrxQyn8Za3MB8c8sRRdFzV1_n-l1I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_6WKKUwCgi6c8g2Cap23z2dUR9TPu4Gxu48st2a-mSM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DxPjeopgi1j8ieOlvWq1b7MbomVjOuBJLW8evaMwOTU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eWXXSHvFDm9QOk7lbh9N5kSbpvtSC-Zsq8ZEPpzEGzE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_ytHZfq4mqDGVQ8w4IrOe7ktEG6TD_XYebtAsLPxTr0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GR8A-agcRWN4B4L_QT4-lcxUYULf-hGkbipcNJfWMmY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11cOCT48M7EYqNantPnM6QI4K8dgqiGvx_9DDg1kH4Is/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xZzMGB8QjvljtKKv4PDI4i_aqGbzu2Y8qrJUJP330Gk/edit?usp=sharing


“Where do we get the supplies/accessories?”

If you get your instrument from a music store:

Many of the supplies/accessories will come with the instrument.  When it is delivered to the
school, I will check to see if you need anything else, and email you to let you know, and then
I can order it for you and put the charge on Infinite Campus, unless you would prefer to
order it yourself.  I can send you links if you want to order it yourself.

If you get your instrument somewhere other than a music store:

I will send you a checklist, and you can see what items you need.  I can order them for you
and put the charge on Infinite Campus, or you can order them yourself if you would prefer.  I
can send you links if you want to order it yourself.

“How often will students need to take instruments home in the fall?”

Students will be required to take instruments home for practicing every weekend at the very
least.  It would be best if they could take them home every day, because frequent practice is
needed in order to build facial muscles and work on technique.

“Are concerts required?  What is the dress code for concerts?”

COVID-permitting, we will have 3 concerts during the school year (in December, March, and
May), which will be required.  Dates will be announced the first week of school.  The dress
code will be matching t-shirts, which cost $10, with black pants and black shoes that you
would provide (let me know if this presents a hardship).

“What if I have other questions or concerns?”

Please feel free to contact me at tcederstrom@isd717.org. If you are unable to email, you
can reach me on my cell phone at 612-581-4576.

mailto:tcederstrom@isd717.org

