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SO BANANAS AREN’T NATURAL?

• Yes they are. They first appeared naturally as a
fruit with a clump of hard, inedible seeds in 
Southeast Asia.

• Mutants with seedless, soft fruit, started to 
appear and hunter-gatherers liked those best.



WHAT HAPPENED?

• Farmers started to grow this banana using 
cuttings.

• Eventually, all bananas were farmed this way 
using bananas that could not reproduce on 
their own.



IM EATING CLONES?

• Pretty much. Technically all bananas that exist 
in agriculture today are descendants of the 
first bananas planted.

• Without sexual reproduction, there is no 
genetic variation and the bananas remain the 
same.



WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

• Eating banana clones may not seem bad, but 
it exposes the crop to mass extinction 
because they now lack the ability to fight off 
diseases. Without mutants, everyone either 
lives or dies.

• Genetically Engineering bananas is incredibly 
expensive and time-consuming.



BIG MIKE

• A banana mass extinction has happened 
before. The main type of banana sold 
worldwide was the Gros Michel banana.

• But in the 1950s a soil fungus known as 
Panama disease all but wiped out the 
population.



WHAT NOW?

• Now, the main type sold is called the 
Cavendish.

• It has already been threatened by diseases 
and is very vulnerable.

• If the banana does die, it could spell immense
economic trouble and many could starve.
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