
Modernism and Postmodernism

Western Dualism



Modernism



Walter Gropius, The Bauhaus Building, 1925-26



Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, Crown Hall, Illinois Institute of  Technology, Chicago, 
Illinios, 1950-56



Jackson Pollock, Number 1, 1950 (Lavender Mist, 1950



Mark Rothko, No. 14, 1960



Photo-Secession

Stieglitz, Gallery 291, and Camera Work



Alfred Stieglitz, The Hand Of  Man, 1902



Edward Steichen, Alfred Stieglitz at 291, 1915





Alfred Stieglitz, Winter, Fifth Avenue, 1893



Alfred Stieglitz, A Snapshot, Paris, 1911



Alfred Stieglitz, first issue of Camera Work, 1903





Alfred Stieglitz, The Steerage, 1907





"There were men and women and children on the lower deck of  the steerage. 
There was a narrow stairway leading to the upper deck of  the steerage, a small 
deck right on the bow of  the steamer. 

To the left was an inclining funnel and from the upper steerage deck there was 
fastened a gangway bridge that was glistening in its freshly painted state. It was 
rather long, white, and during the trip remained untouched by anyone. 

On the upper deck, looking over the railing, there was a young man with a straw 
hat. The shape of  the hat was round. He was watching the men and women and 
children on the lower steerage deck…A round straw hat, the funnel leaning left, 
the stairway leaning right, the white drawbridge with its railing made of  circular 
chains – white suspenders crossing on the back of  a man in the steerage below, 
round shapes of  iron machinery, a mast cutting into the sky, making a triangular 
shape…I saw shapes related to each other. I saw a picture of  shapes and 
underlying that the feeling I had about life.”

Alfred Stieglitz, years later



Paul Strand, Wall Street, 1915



Paul Strand, Blind, 1916



Jacob Riis, Bandit’s Roost, 1888



Jacob Riis, 5 Cents A Spot from How The Other Half  Lives, 1890



Lewis Hine, Spinner, Child Laborer, 1911



Lewis Hine, Power House Mechanic Working On Steam Pump, 1920



Laszlo Moholy-Nagy, Marseille, 1929



Laszlo Moholy-Nagy, Xanti Schawinsky on a Bauhaus Balcony, late-1920s



Laszlo Moholy-Nagy, Radio Tower Berlin, 1928



Walker Evans, Alabama Cotton Tenant Farmer’s Wife (Allie Mae Burroughs), 1936



Walker Evans, Sharecropper’s Family, Hale County, 1935



Walker Evans, Roadside Stand Near Birmingham, Alabama, 1936



Walker Evans, Tuscaloosa Wrecking Co., Alabama, 1936



Walker Evans, Breakfast Room, Belle Grove Plantation, White Chapel, Louisiana, 1935



Walker Evans, Billboard, Birmingham, Alabama, 1936



Walker Evans, Posters Advertising a Circus Near Lynchburg, South Carolina, 1936



Group f64



Group f/64 First Show Bill



Edward Weston, Pepper No. 30, 1930



Edward Weston, Excusado, Mexico, 1926



Edward Weston, Dunes, Oceano, 1936



Edward Weston, Nudes, 1936



Ansel Adams, Clearing Winter Storm, Yosemite, 1937



Ansel Adams, Tetons and the Snake River, 1942



Ansel Adams, Mount Williamson, The Sierra Nevada, From Manzanar, 1945



Imogen Cunningham, Magnolia Blossom, 1925



Imogen Cunningham, Two Callas, 1929



Imogen Cunningham, False Hellebore, 1926



Imogen Cunningham, Dance 3, 1926



Imogen Cunningham, Portrait of  the Artist Frida Kahlo, 1931



Imogen Cunningham



Sonya Noskowiak, Kelp, 1930



Sonya Noskowiak, Water Lily Leaves, 1931



The Photographer’s Eye

John Szarkowski, MOMA
A 1964 Exhibition and 1966 Book



1. The Thing Itself

2. The Detail (Synecdoche)

3. The Frame

4. Time

5. Vantage Point



The pictures reproduced in this book were made over
almost a century and a quarter. They were made for 
various reasons by men of  different concerns and 
varying talent. They have in fact little in common 
except their success, and a shared vocabulary: these 
pictures are unmistakably photographs. The vision 
they share belongs to no school or aesthetic theory, 
but to photography itself. The character of  this 
vision was discovered by photographers at work, as 
their awareness of  photography’s potential grew.

JS 1966



The Thing Itself



Lee Friedlander, Untitled, 1962



Edward Weston, Hot Coffee, Mojave Desert, 1937



Wright Morris, Model T, 1947



Photographer Unknown, Couple with Daguerreotype, c. 1950



Elliott Erwitt, Fontainebleau Hotel, Miami Beach, 1962



Robert Frank, Long Beach, California, 1955-7



Richard Avedon, Ezra Pound, 1958



Julia Margaret Cameron, Cassiopeia, 1866



Russell Lee, Kitchen of  Tenant Purchase Client, Hidalgo, Texas, 1939



The Detail

Synecdoche: the part that stands for the 
whole.

“I’ve gotta meet with some suits.”





Roger Fenton, Valley of  the Shadow of  Death, 1855



“What is the picture of  the drum, without 
the marks on its head where the beating of  
the sticks has darkened the parchment?”

Oliver Wendell Holmes
Atlantic Monthly, March 1857



Roy DeCarava, Untitled, 1959



Ralph Steiner, Ford Car, 1929



Garry Winogrand, Untitled, 1963



Minor White, Sand Blaster—Pacific Gas and Electric, 1949



The Frame



André Kertész, Billboard, 1962



Photographer unknown, Theodore Roosevelt Speakingat Grant’s Tomb, Decoration Day, 1910



Robert Frank, US 90, Texas, 1955



W. Eugene Smith, Three Spanish Soldiers, 1950



Atget, St. Cloud, c. 1900



Time



Eadweard Muybridge, Gull Flying, 1883-87



Gjon Mili, Juggler, 1958



Otto Steinert, A Pedestrian, Paris, 1951



Harry Callahan, Detroit, 1943



Robert Riger, Sudden Death Game—Baltimore Colts vs. New York Giants, 1959



Robert Doisneau, Untitled, 1957-58



Vantage Point



Alvin Langdon Coburn, The Octopus, New York, 1912



Photographer unknown, Walter Miller Shooting from Woolworth Building, 1912-13



Robert Frank, McClellanville, South Carolina, 1955-57



Lee Friedlander, Untitled, Cincinnati, Ohio, 1962



Ken Josephson, Season’s Greetings, 1963



William Garnett, Two Trees on Hill with Shadow, Paso Robles, CA, 1974



André Kertész, Man Diving, 1917



Photographer unknown, J.P. Morgan at Society Wedding, 1937



Manuel Alvarez Bravo, Eating Place, c. 1940



Robert Frank, Chicago, 1955-57



Robert Frank, Parade, Hoboken, New Jersey, 1955-57



Postmodernism



Robert Rauschenberg, Triple Elvis, 1962



Andy Warhol, 16 Jackies, 1964



Robert Rauschenberg, Untitled, 1963



Robert Rauschenberg, Untitled, 1963



John Baldessari, The Spectator Is Compelled…, 1966-68



John Baldessari, The Spectator Is Compelled…, 1966-68



John Baldessari, The Artist Is Not Merely…, 1966-68



John Baldessari, Wrong, 1967



John Baldessari, The Pencil Story, 1972-3



John Baldessari, Throwing Three Balls in the Air to Get a Straight Line (best of  36 attempts), 1973



John Baldessari, Throwing Four Balls in the Air to Get a Square (best of  36 tries), 1974



John Baldessari, Two Groups (One Warm/One Cool), 1990



John Baldessari documentary

https://vimeo.com/50493471

https://vimeo.com/50493471


Cindy Sherman, Untitled Film Still 3, 1977



Cindy Sherman, Untitled Film Still 21, 1978



Cindy Sherman, Untitled Film Still 10, 1978



Cindy Sherman, Untitled Film Still 30, 1979



Cindy Sherman, Untitled Film Still 48, 1979



Barbara Kruger, Picture/Readings, 1978



Barbara Kruger, Picture/Readings, 1978



Barbara Kruger, Picture/Readings, 1978



Barbara Kruger, Picture/Readings, 1978



Barbara Kruger, Picture/Readings, 1978



Barbara Kruger, Untitled (You construct intricate rituals which allow…), 1981



Barbara Kruger, Untitled (You invest in the divinity of  the masterpiece), 1982



Barbara Kruger, Untitled (Surveillance is your bussywork), 1983



Barbara Kruger, Untitled (You Kill Time), 1983



Barbara Kruger, Surveillance is your bussywork billboard, 1985



Barbara Kruger, Untitled (Your body is a battleground), 1989



Barbara Kruger, Untitled (I shop therefore I am), 1987



Hannah Wilke, S.O.S. Starification Object Series, 1974-1982



Hannah Wilke, S.O.S. Starification Object Series Back, 1974



Hannah Wilke, Marxism and Art: Beware of  Fascist Feminism, 1977



Hannah Wilke, So Help Me Hannah, 1978



Hannah Wilke, So Help Me Hannah, 1978



Hannah Wilke, Intra-Venus series, 1992-93



Carolee Schneemann, Interior Scroll, 1975





Marina Abramovic, Imponderability, 1977



Chris Burden, Trans-Fixed, 1974



Hans Namuth, Jackson Pollock Working, 1951



Joseph Beuys, I Like America and America Likes Me, 1974



Joseph Beuys



Sherrie Levine, After Walker Evans, 1981



Sherrie Levine, After Walker Evans, 1981



Sherrie Levine, After Edward Weston and After Walker Evans installation shot



Richard Prince, Untitled Cowboys, 1986



Richard Prince, Untitled Cowboys, 1986



Richard Prince, Untitled Cowboys, 1986



Richard Prince, Canal Zone, 2008



Patrick Cariou, Yes Rasta, 2000 vs Richard Prince, Canal Zone, 2008



Patrick Cariou, Yes Rasta, 2000 vs Richard Prince, Canal Zone, 2008



Richard Prince, New Portraits, 2014



Richard Prince, New Portraits, 2014



Richard Prince, New Portraits, 2014 vs SuicideGirls, Instagram, 2014



New Topographics

The Man-Altered Landscape



Robert Adams, Missouri River, Clay County, South Dakota, 1976



Joe Deal, Untitled View (Albuquerque), 1974



Joe Deal, Untitled View (Albuquerque), 1974



Joe Deal, Untitled View (Albuquerque), 1974



Frank Gohlke, Landscape, near Kinsley, Kansas, 1973



Robert Adams, Mobile Homes, Jefferson County, Colorado, 1973



Robert Adams, Tract Housing North Glenn and Thornton, Colorado, 1973



Robert Adams, Tract House, Westminster, Colorado, 1974



Lewis Baltz, East Wall, McGaw Laboratories, 1821 Langley, Costa Mesa, 1974



Lewis Baltz, 1974



Lewis Baltz, 1974



Lewis Baltz, 1974



Frank Gohlke, Irrigation Canal, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 1974



Frank Gohlke, Landscape, St Paul, Minnesota, 1974



Frank Gohlke, Grain Elevator near Kinsley, Kansas, 1973



Frank Gohlke, Landscape, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 1973



Frank Gohlke, Landscape, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 1974



Bernd and Hilla Becher, Pit Head, Bear Valley, Pennsylvania, 1974



Bernd and Hilla Becher, Preparation Plant, Harry E Colliery Coal Breaker, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, 1974



Stephen Shore, 2nd Street East and South Main Street, Kalispell, Montana (August 22, 1974)



Stephen Shore, Alley, Presidio, Texas (February 21, 1975)



John Schtt, Untitled from the series Route 66 Motels, 1973



Nicholas Nixon, View of  the Boston Public Library, 1974



Nicholas Nixon, Buildings On Tremont Street, Boston, 1975



Timothy O’Sullivan and Mark Klett, Rephotographic Survey Project, 1979



Timothy O’Sullivan, Pyramid Isle, Pyramid Lake, Nevada, 1867



Mark Klett, Rephotographic Survey Project, Pyramid Isle, Pyramid Lake, Nevada, 1979



The Extended Document



Thomas Barrow, Bluff  Variant, from the series Cancellations, 1975



Thomas Barrow, Horizon Rib, from the series Cancellations, 1974



Thomas Barrow, Culver City, from the series Cancellations, 1974



Thomas Barrow, ISO Shadow, from the series Cancellations, 1975



Thomas Barrow, Palm Rail (S.W. CA), from the series Cancellations, 1975



Thomas Barrow, Pasadena Parallel, from the series Cancellations, 1975



Robert Cumming, Fast and Slow Rain, 1974



Robert Cumming, Fast and Slow Rain, 1974



John Baldessari, Embed Series: Cigar Dreams (Seeing Is Believing), 1974



John Baldessari, Embed Series: Cigar Dreams (Seeing Is Believing), 1974



John Baldessari, Embed Series: Cigar Dreams (Seeing Is Believing), 1974



Robert Heinecken, Are You Rea, 1964-68



Robert Heinecken, Are You Rea, 1964-68



Robert Heinecken, Mansmag, 1969



Robert Heinecken, Multiple Solution Puzzle, 1965



Robert Heinecken, Multiple Solution Puzzle, 1965


