Assessment of English Language Learner Students 
At

Clinton Public Schools
At Clinton Public Schools the following tests selected by the Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education are administered annually by qualified staff to students who are ELLs.

1. The Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) in grades 3-12

2. ACCESS for ELLs test

MCAS:  

At CPS ELLs participate in the annual administration of the MCAS (Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System) exam as required and in accordance with Department guidelines.  Federal guidelines allow ELLs the option, in their first year of enrollment in U.S. public schools, of taking the MCAS English Language Arts test.  ALL ELL students are required to participate in the MCAS Mathematics and Science and  Technology/Engineering tests scheduled for their grades.

MCAS ACCOMMODATIONS:  Any student who currently is or has been an ELL may have access to an approved bilingual dictionary on MCAS test.  Bilingual dictionaries and glossaries permitted for this purpose are limited to those that provide word-to-word translations (but not definitions).

ACCESS for ELLs test:

Federal and state laws require that ELLs be assessed annually to measure their proficiency in reading, writing, listening, and speaking English, as well as the progress they are making in learning English.  

The ACCESS for ELLs test is the state mandated exam.  ACCESS for ELLs is a standards-based, criterion referenced English language proficiency test designed to measure English language learners’ social and academic proficiency in English.  It assesses social and instructional English used within the school context as well as the language associated with language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies across the four language domains (listening, speaking, reading, and writing).
At Clinton Public Schools the English language proficiency skills in reading, writing, speaking, and listening of all English language learners in grades K-12 are assessed annually using the ACCESS for ELLs test.  Clinton Public Schools assesses all ELL students in the district, even those who have opted out of ELL services, until their assessments and other relevant data indicate English language proficiency.  The ACCESS for ELLs tests are only administered by staff members who have participated in training and who have passed a certification test in the relevant subtest(s) of the assessment.

WIDA-ACCESS Placement Test (W-APT) / WIDA Measure of Developing English Language (WIDA-MODEL):

Clinton Public Schools annually conducts in own “in district” English language proficiency testing of all ELL students in grades K-12 using either the W-APT or the WIDA MODEL English language proficiency assessments.  
For more information about the WIDA English language proficiency assessments please visit www.wida.us. 
