
The Massacre of 
Innocents



History      History

•The painting portrays the killing of all the small boy 
children in Bethlehem. 

•This is from the New Testament “Matthew 2:16-18

•King Herod ordered the massacre of all baby boys 
in Bethlehem after learning about the birth of a boy 
who would one day be King of the Jews and take his
place.



Poussin & Guido Reni
 Poussin was a French painter who mostly worked in Rome.
 The Massacre of the Innocents shows him experimenting with 

baroque style.
 Reni was criticized for his painting of the Massacre of the 

Innocents because his was thought to be to violent, and people 
did not like the little angels at the top of such a violent picture.



SIGNIFICANCE OF ARTWORK

THE SPECTATOR IS DRAWN INTO THE 
HORRIBLE SCENE BY THE WOMAN IN 
THE CENTER. SHE CATCHES THE EYE 
BY LOOKING DIRECTLY AT US. 
(POUSSIN)



Purpose Concerning Asher Lev

 Jacob Kahn assigned this painting to Asher so 
that he could realize, entering the world of art 
would cause him to lose all of his innocence. 

 Kahn tells Asher to study the story of the 
Massacre of the Innocents from the New 
Testament and the painting of the story by 
Guido Reni. He emphasizes to Asher that he is
asking him to read from "The bible of the 
goyim." 

 Jacob wants to make sure that Asher knows 
what he is getting himself into. 
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