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WATCH THIS 
VIDEO!





What is Abstract Photography?
Photos that do not attempt to represent 
external reality, but seeks to achieve its 
effect using shapes, forms, colors, and 
textures. Abstract photography is difficult to 
define. In general, abstraction occurs when a
photographer captures a portion of a specific
scene, isolating it from its contextual 
environment. By focusing in on something, 
whether it be color, shape, form, or texture, 
the artist is able to create a unique 
perception of familiar objects. This method of
expressing ideas deviates from 
photography’s traditional realism and is 
intended to capture the viewer’s imagination.



Alfred Stieglitz- 
first abstract photographer
It wasn’t until American photographer Alfred 
Stieglitz came onto the scene that the practice of 
photographic abstraction really started to gain 
traction. Equivalents is a series of at least 220 
photographs of clouds taken by Alfred Stieglitz 
from 1925 to 1934. They are generally recognized
as the first photographs intended to free the 
subject matter from literal interpretation, and, as 
such, are some of the first completely abstract 
photographic works of art. 

https://www.invaluable.com/artist/stieglitz-alfred-qe6wufn9ny
https://www.invaluable.com/artist/stieglitz-alfred-qe6wufn9ny
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Stieglitz






Tips & Techniques 
Abstract Photography around the classroom





















10. Keep it Simple! 

At first glance, abstract photos may 
seem a little confusing and cluttered. 
However, once you understand what 
“abstraction” does, you’ll realize that a 
lot of subtraction actually goes into the 
process. Distracting and useless 
elements that don’t trigger emotions and
may confuse viewers are eliminated 
from the image, especially since what is 
included in the image won’t be easily 
recognizable, thus resulting in a cleaner 
abstract image that is visually lighter 
and easier to interpret.



11. Create an interesting 
Composition: 
Composition can be defined as the arrangement of the 
elements & principles within the frame of the 
photograph. While many commonly observed 
photography rules don’t apply, a good abstract photo 
always has a clear, structural design. A lot of thought 
goes into the order, placement, and balance between 
shapes, patterns, textures, and even colors within an 
abstract image. These factors greatly affect the visual 
weight of the photo, establish and complement the 
point of interest, and influence how viewers look at it. A
well-composed photo uses these visual elements to 
achieve a common goal and output.



12. Experiments with creative
camera angles: 

Angle of View (AKA Vantage Point or camera 
angle): the position of the camera in relation to 
the subject. Like composition, the angle of view 
determines how the subject will be represented 
in an abstract image. Choosing the right angle of
view involves looking for the best vantage point 
that will complement your subject and keep 
distractions out of the frame. Aside from 
shooting at an unusual angle, some abstract 
images are even flipped or rotated during post-
processing to come up with different views and 
orientations.



13. Create a sense of mystery:

Abstract images trigger 
emotional responses and 
imaginations by including an 
element of mystery and intrigue.
This is how abstract art gives 
viewers a sense of wonder. 
This, in turn engages and 
encourages them to appreciate 
even the most complex but 
inviting pieces of art. 



14.Create a sense of harmony:

Photographic elements in an abstract image
tend to be limited, but they usually work 
together by creating visual balance and 
proportion. When there are strong colors in 
an image, for example, they are usually 
balanced out by other muted colors. This 
way, they don’t fight for visual attention or 
confuse viewers. They coexist harmoniously
by relating to each other and 
complementing the focal point, thus creating
a cohesive abstract photo.

https://www.adorama.com/alc/what-is-balance-in-photography
https://www.adorama.com/alc/what-is-balance-in-photography


Considerations:



Tips & Techniques 
Abstract Photography of PAPER with creative lighting



This video is long, student may choose to watch later…



Experiment with 
Texture Manipulation: 
Explore the tactile qualities of the paper by 
ripping, folding, bending, or crumpling it. 
These textural manipulations can add 
depth and dimension to your 
compositions, creating visually intriguing 
abstract images. You can also experiment 
with creating paper sculptures or 
incorporating other materials to further 
enhance the tactile experience and 
creative expression in your photographs.



Christiane Feser



“Her constructions begin as assemblages of simple materials—clay spheres, paper shapes or sewing pins—that are lit and photographed. The 
image is printed and then cut-open, folded, punctured or otherwise added to; transforming the flat print back into a dimensional object with its own 

sense of time and space, shattering the basic tenet that a photograph reproduces a scene existing elsewhere.”



Feser was born in Würzburg, Germany in 1977. She studied photography at the 
Offenbach University of Art and Design in Germany. She lives and works in 

Germany.



• Cut
• Rip
• Fold
• Pinch
• Scrunch
• Roll
• Curl
• Loop
• Spiral
• Tabs
• Fringe
• Curled Fringe
• Pleat
• Pleated Fringe
• Cone
• Rectangular Prism
• Triangular Prism
• Cut on Fold
• Slits and Slots 
• Weave







Experiment with Lighting Angles:
Play around with different lighting
angles to cast shadows and 
highlights on the paper. Try 
overhead lighting, side lighting, 
and backlighting to create depth 
and dimension in your 
compositions.









Use Color Gels: 
Incorporate colored gels over 
your studio lights to add a 
dynamic and vibrant element to 
your photographs. Experiment 
with different gel combinations to
evoke different moods and 
emotions in your images.







Explore Negative Space: Embrace 
negative space in your compositions 
to create a sense of balance and 
harmony. Experiment with minimalistic
arrangements of paper against a blank
background to draw focus to the 
shapes and forms.









Play with Perspective: 
Experiment with different 
perspectives and viewpoints to 
capture unique compositions. Get up
close to the paper to reveal intricate 
details, or step back to capture the 
paper in its entirety within the frame.





Play with Perspective: 
Experiment with different 
perspectives and viewpoints to 
capture unique compositions. Get up
close to the paper to reveal intricate 
details, or step back to capture the 
paper in its entirety within the frame.



Utilize Symmetry and Asymmetry: Explore the balance between 
symmetry and asymmetry in your compositions. Arrange the paper 
symmetrically for a harmonious feel, or intentionally offset the elements 
to create visual interest and tension.



Create Contrasts: Contrast is key in abstract photography. Experiment with contrasting 
elements such as light and dark, smooth and textured, or sharp and blurred to create visual 
impact and intrigue.





Focus on Shapes and Lines: Pay attention to the shapes and lines formed by the paper in 
your compositions. Experiment with geometric shapes and abstract patterns to create 
visually compelling images that play with the viewer's perception.





Break the Rules: Don't be afraid to break traditional composition rules and experiment 
with unconventional techniques. Let your creativity guide you as you explore new ways to 
interpret and capture abstract images of paper using studio lighting.














