Articles of Confederation vs. the Constitution

The following chart compares some of the provisions of the Articles of
Confederation with those in the Constitution. It's important to note that most
commentators see the Articles period (1781-1789) as a weak one in terms of
governmental power. Whether that is a positive or negative for the United States
depends on one's point of view regarding the size and influence of a national
government. Libertarians would view the Articles period as the pinnacle of American
freedom, while those favoring a strong central government would see it as a failure.
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