ART CRITICISM 

Respond to the questions in this guideline making use of the following. Your responses for each sub-heading must be written in proper sentence and paragraph format.

1. Description: Taking an inventory of the evidence in the work

Identify the artist, date, title, and the medium used (Painting, sculpture, colour or B&W photography, drawing, etc.).
In this stage you need to describe in detail the important features in the work that are relevant to the purpose or meaning. Write down the FACTS that you observe directly. DO NOT GIVE ANY OPINIONS!!

It is important to discuss the evidence that supports your (later) opinion. SOME things to consider are: subject matter, lighting, facial expressions, placement of objects, political considerations, etc. Can you think of any others? 

Here are ideas to help you:

· Explain what you see first (Where is it located, what does it look like?). Use descriptive words / adjectives.

· What do you see next? Where is it? What does it look like? (Continue the description as you go from object to object.)

2. Analysis: Discovering relationships among parts of the artwork

This is where you apply the concepts of design to the artwork. You will associate the objects, the content, in the artwork to the elements and principles of design. When you analyze artworks, you are discussing the work in terms of its dominant characteristics. You will prove that the elements and principles of design “back up” your interpretation. For example, did the element of SHAPE pull you into the work first? What is this shape? Why did it grab your attention? Etc.

Here are questions you can ask yourself:

· What appears to be the focal point or area of emphasis in this artwork? How is it made important?

· Which elements and principles of design are most important in this artwork? (Line, shape, texture, space, and/or value? / Balance / Framing, viewpoint) Describe where these are located and how they appear (Use descriptive words / adjectives).

*Check Appendix #1 for detailed information about the elements and principles of art.

3. Interpretation: Discovering the purpose or meaning of the work

In this stage you are explaining what you feel the artisit is trying to communicate to the viewer. Relate the interpretation to the content of the work.

Here are ideas to help you figure it out:

· What is the work “about”?

· How does the title of this work add to this meaning?

· Why do you think this artwork was created? What purpose does it serve? 
4. Judgment: Judging the quality or relative value of the artwork

Now you are giving a detailed, intelligent opinion about the photograph. This means going beyond merely saying “I loved it” or “I hated it”. Again, you need to back up any statements you make.

Here are more questions you can ask yourself:

· What do you admire about this artwork? What are your reasons? (Look back at some of the things you have already said.)

· Do you think the artist has been successful in communicating something to the viewer? Why or why not?

· How does this artwork connect with our present society or culture?

· Which of the following statements best fits your reason for evaluating this artwork as you have? Explain why.

· It is accurate and honest in the way it imitates real life?

· It encourages strong emotions or feelings in the viewer.

· It is visually well organized and has an exciting design.

· It says something about our society, beliefs, or concerns.

· It presents the beauty and visual appeal of the subject.

