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"Every child is an artist. The problem is how to remain an artist once he grows up." ~ Pablo Picasso

Art 1–2 Course Syllabus 

Instructor:


Room #:


E-mail:

Purpose:  
Art is about personal exploration.  Students have the opportunity to express themselves in ways that develop confidence in their ability to communicate visually.  The purpose of the art course is to prepare students with the essential knowledge, technical and critical skills necessary in the creation and interpretation of art.  

Objective:  
Students will gain an understanding and appreciation of art through the creative process.  

Students will learn to analyze and interpret art from various time periods and cultures, and to critically evaluate their own work and the work of others.  

Course 

Description:  This course is a beginning art course, in which students will gain knowledge through the use of materials and techniques at the appropriate level of their skills.  This will allow students to explore and discover what artistic methods interest them.  

Course 

Materials:
Students will need to bring:

Sketchbook or line-free journal (a bound book will help prevent the loss of pages)

Old shirt or apron to wear over your clothes

$15.00 supply fee to be paid to the bookstore each semester (this fee is a requirement of the course)

Media that will be covered in this course include but may not be limited to:

Drawing:  Students will experiment with various drawing tools such as pencil, charcoal, inks, soft pastels, and/or oil pastels on various types of papers.  Students will plan and execute a drawing from a still life. 

Painting:  Students will investigate various color theories, using, watercolors, acrylics, or a combination of media and different types of paper, canvas or board.  Students will create an original painting using one or more of the painting media presented.

3-D:  Students will learn to craft three-dimensional works of art using additive and/or subtractive processes.

Printmaking:  Students will create an edition of prints from their own sketchbook ideas using one or more of the printmaking techniques explored.  They will also learn to appropriately title, number and sign each print in an edition.  

Mixed Media, Final Project:  Students will create a theme-based work of art using at least three of the mediums we have covered during the course.

Understanding the History of Art and Art Criticism:  

This course will also provide a brief overview of pre-historic through contemporary art.  Students will gain knowledge of history through art works and literature.  They will first learn to interpret and evaluate the work of well-known artists and eventually to critically evaluate their own work and the work of their fellow students.  Prehistoric to the 1900s will be covered in Art 1 and Modern Art History will be covered in Art 2.

Sketchbook: 
An artist’s sketchbook is a most valuable tool.  It is a place to collect ideas and images and technical information that you may need to recall at a later date.  For this class, your sketchbook must be with you each day.  It is where you will retain all your vocabulary terms, notes and instructional information from me.  I will collect it from time to time, to check and see that you are using it as it is intended.  All of your project planning should be done in this journal and you will be graded on its content.

Attendance

& Conduct: 
This is a hands-on class.  Projects will be completed during class time and it is essential that you give yourself the greatest amount of time possible to complete each assignment. Posted in the studio is a copy of the Studio Conduct Agreement which you are expected to abide by. You will also be given a copy for you and a parent or guardian to review, sign and return.

Grading:  
There will be a series of class exercises, five to six comprehensive projects, two significant writing assignments, as well as, ongoing, art related discussions on Schoology.com and an end of semester exam that will cover vocabulary, techniques and materials that you have learned to that point.  You will also be graded for your active participation in critical discussion.  Late work will result in a 10% reduction in grade.


The instructor reserves the right to change, add or omit projects in order to meet all requirements of the Arizona Standards.

Grading Scale:

90% – 100% = 
A 

80% – 89% = 

B 

70% – 79% = 

C 

60% – 69% =

D 

59% and below = 
F 
Please share this syllabus with you parents or guardians so that they will understand how you will earn your grade and what is expected of you in this course.  
Detach and return this page to teacher. 

Art 1-2 Course Syllabus Agreement:

I have read and understand the syllabus for Art 1-2.  I agree to abide by all of the course requirements and classroom procedures as stated in the syllabus.  I am aware that there is a course fee of $15 to be paid per semester to the bookstore and that certain materials will need to be brought by the student.

Print Student Name:







Student Signature:





Date:





Print Parent/Guardian Name:






Parent/Guardian Signature:




Date:





