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Key Themes for Period 5

• Compromise of 1850
• Uncle Tom’s Cabin 1852
• Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854
• Dred Scott decision of 1857
• Harper’s Ferry 1859 (John Brown)
• Election of 1860
• Emancipation Proclamation
• Post Civil War Amendments
• Transcontinental Railroad & War Economy
• Reconstruction



The Compromise of 1850



Harriet Beecher 
Stowe, Author of
Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin
Book Published 
1852



The Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854)



What is the Meaning of John Brown?



Dred Scott



The Election of 1860-Lincoln gets less than 40% in 4 
way race



Population and Economic Resources of the Union 
and the Confederacy, 1861



     Border States are the Key

Lincoln must keep four key border states:
1.Missouri
2. Kentucky
3. Maryland
4. Delaware
* Later W. Virginia will split away from Virginia and join the Union.



           The Economic Issues
• Taxation 
• Tariffs
• Paper money
• Greenbacks printed ($450 million) 

Borrowing
• $2.6 billion raised (net) through sale of bonds  
• Treasury sold bonds through private banking house of Jay 

Cooke and Company 

• National Banking System Passed in 1863 
• Purpose to stimulate sale of government bonds and 

establish standard bank-note currency 



4 Questions of Reconstruction (1865-1877)

• How would the South be rebuilt?
• How would blacks fare as free men  
• How would the Southern states be reintegrated into 

the Union? 
• Who would direct the process of Reconstruction – the

Southern states, the president, or Congress? 


