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As Spring approaches, we are finishing our last year of the      
Montana Comprehensive Literacy Project (MCLP) Grant which was 
funded through the Federal Striving Readers Comprehensive      
Literacy Program. We began the grant in the Spring of  2019.   
 
The MCLP’s ultimate outcome improved the literacy skills of  our 
children and  students across the district.  Over the course of 4 
years Sun River Valley Public Schools received approximately 
$900,000 to advance literacy skills, including pre-literacy skills, 
reading, and writing for children from birth to grade 12.  As      
anticipated, MCLP was a beneficial grant for our District.  
 
As we get close to the end of the school year, school safety is always 
on our minds and we continue to be proactive.  We are currently 
updating our camera system at Simms High School and will do the 
same at Fort Shaw Elementary before school starts in the fall. 
 
We are very fortunate to live in a great community and I thank you 
for your continued support of our students and staff.                   
 
We appreciate your efforts as parents, guardians and community 
members and wish you a Happy Spring. 
 
 
Dave Marzolf 

  

 

 

 

Hello Baseball Fans!  

Let’s PLAAAAYY BALL! 

 

We are excited to announce that we will be able to play ball this year and 

have had our board meeting to discuss the details. We just wanted to let you 

know to watch for papers being sent home and please follow us on Facebook 

at Fort Shaw Little League. This is where we will be doing most of our        

announcements. We will also keep the schools updated as to any                

announcements, cancellations, practice changes, etc. We hope to have      

registrations out next week. Keep your eyes open for the announcements and 

for the parent meeting to be coming SOON! We look forward to seeing you 

all on the field!  

 

Sincerely,  

Ed Herman, Laurie Gorence, Meghan Huffman and Kristin Okes 
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April-May 

 
These next two months I would like to focus on 

the multiple ways our parents, guardians, and 
families get involved in school and how            
important that is. Please make sure to contact 

the school if you have any questions.  

 
Student Achievements  

 
Simms High School activities had a great post 

season this winter. Simms Wrestling placed 2nd 
at the B-C Divisional hosted in Cut Bank, MT. 
Five wrestlers qualified for State. Simms Tigers 

brought home the 3rd place trophy in B-C State 
competition. Individual placers: 205 lbs. Lane 

Hinderager 5th and 126 lbs. Dayne Sullivan 5th. 

Congratulations coaches and athletes. 

 

Speech and Drama placed 1st at B-C Divisional 
this season. Student and coaches had a great 
season and experienced many individual  

achievements.  

 

Basketball Girls and Boys had great seasons. 
The girls team made it to consolation in District 
basketball but fell short to qualify for the         

Divisional. Boys capped an undefeated season 
under their own roof as District basketball was 
hosted at Simms this year. Simms Boys won the 

Conference and the District tournament. At      
Divisional the Tigers played in a semi-final and 

lost. The following morning the tigers were    

eliminated from the tournament.  

 

Activities in Simms are on the rise in all         
programs. Congratulations to all coaches and 

student-athletes.  

GO SIMMS GO!  

 

Upcoming Important Academic Dates: 

 

Semester Exams 12th Grade: 

May 11-12  

Check out May 12, 9 AM – 1 PM 

 

Semester Exams Grades 6-8, 9-11:  

June 1-2 

Check out June 3, 12 PM 

 

 
Simms Athletic Department 

 

SPRING Activity Schedules are being 

placed on the school Google Calendar. 
Please take notice of scheduled activities 

for March-April-May. 

*All Schedules are subject to changes.  

 

NEXT YEAR 

2021-2022 Activity Schedules for SRVS 
released to the public in the coming 

months.  

 

2021 HOMECOMING WEEK 

Sept 7 – 11  

 

-Luke  
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April 

 
1 ARC Blood Drive @ Simms 

 
5 NO SCHOOL—Spring Break  

 
7-10 FFA State Convention @ Billings 

 
8 Spring Sports Photos 

 
12-15 SBAC & MSA Testing 

 
13  School Board Mtg 7:00 pm 

 
14-17 District Music Festival 

 
16  Principal’s Cup 

 

May 
 

  
11 School Board Mtg 7:00 pm 

 
14  District 10-C Track @ Great Falls or Choteau 

 
14-15 NW Divisionals Tennis @ Cut Bank 

 
16 SHS Graduation Class of 2021 1:00 pm 

 
19-20 Northern C Track Divisionals @ Great Falls 

 
20-22 B-C State Tennis @ Missoula 

 
28-29 A & C State Track @ Missoula 

 
31 NO SCHOOL—Memorial Day 

 
 

June 
 

3 Last Day of School 
 
   
 

Save the Date 
PLEASE check the school website for the most updated dates / times! 
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Date      Name                 Amount 

Apr. 1            Women’s Leadership Committee                          $500 

Apr. 1            3 Rivers Banner Web Scholarship (local)               $500 

Apr. 1    Katherine Zeller Memorial Scholarship (local)      varies 

Apr. 1                 Toman-Novak ( local)         varies  

Apr. 1                Robert Squires (local)         varies 

Apr. 1    Pepsi (local)          $500 

Apr. 1          American College Foundation Visionary                $1,000-$5,000 

Apr 1                 MT Tree Farm Scholarship                     $1000  

Apr. 2     Bernard Greufe Honor Scholarship                           $500 

Apr. 3      MT Food Distributors Association       varies 

Apr. 4          Lions Club Scholarship  (local)        varies 

Apr. 4          CIA Scholarship (local)         varies 

Apr. 5         The Nordmier/Tafoya Scholarship                       $1,000 

May 1       Odd Fellow & Rebekah Lodges                                    $500 

Apr. 10         Cascade County DUI Task Force                            $2,000 

Apr. 15     MT Sheriff and Peace Officers Assoc. Scholarship                          varies 

Apr. 15     Black Mountain Software                                           $500 

Apr. 15    Pepsi Scholarship (local)        $500 

May 10    Big Sky State Games         $500 

May 24    B Davis Scholarship      $1000 

Jun 1    Universal Athletic Scholarship       $500 

Jun 14    Abbott Fenner       $1000 

Jun 19      Big Sun Scholarship        $500 

 
 

Counselor’s Corner 

Testing dates you need to know: 

    April 6 - ACT for juniors-  Make-up test date  

   April 12-15-  Smarter Balanced Test (grades 3-8) and   

           Montana Science Assessment (grades 3, 5 and 8) 

 

ACT National Testing Dates- sign up online if planning to retake.  Earlier is better! 

Cost: $46.00 w/o Essay       $62.50 w/ Essay       Late Fee is $35 

Test  date   Deadline to register 

 June 12, 2021  May 7  –no late fee  or May 21 with late fee 

July 17, 2021  June 18  June 25 

SAT National Testing Dates- sign up online  

    Cost: $47.50 w/o Essay      $64.50 with Essay        Late Fee is $30 

Test  date   Deadline to register 

 May 8, 2021  April 8– with no late fee or April 27t–with late fee 

Scholarships / FREE money for college 



 

 

 

Commencement 

“Class of 2021” 

 
The Class of  2021 will conduct its commencement ceremony starting at 1:00 pm, 
May 16 (Sunday).  Congratulations Simms Senior students and families!  

Parents of  seniors, please expect a letter in the mail indicating  general reminders 
and notifications. Please contact the school if  any parents of  the senior class are     
interested in helping out with this activity.  

The 2021 advisers organizing Commencement:  Karen Mishler, Molly Pasma, Holly Kincaid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students of the Month (February) 

HS – Kodiann Lynn 10th Grade 

MS – Bailey Anderson 6th Grade 

 
Students of  the Month (March) 

HS – Dayne Sullivan 11th Grade 

MS – Jacob Lee 8th Grade 

 
Congratulations Simms Students of the Month! 
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TENNIS  

TIME 
 

 
 

High School tennis teams around the state will start their competitive seasons on March 

15th. In addition to Girls Tennis at SHS, High School Boys will now have an             

opportunity to compete in this great sport, too. Coach Pasma and Coach Green look 

forward to this season for a variety of reasons. Obviously, the opportunity to compete 

this season after remaining idle last spring fills not only the athletes with excitement, but 

the coaches, too. At the tennis interest meeting held in February, fourteen athletes      

expressed an interest in competing in tennis this Spring. For the first time in a few years, 

Simms will fill an entire tennis roster with a solid core of players who know and          

understand the game. Hopefully, some young men from SHS will find their way to the 

tennis courts to learn a sport they can truly play for a lifetime. (The SHS coaches are  

living proof of that claim.) This season, Simms High School will compete in a new     

division with teams from Conrad, Cut Bank, Choteau, Great Falls Central and Valier.  

 

Most of the Varsity Matches will be played at Invitational tournaments held around this 

area - Great Falls and Helena. Tentatively, JV matches will be held on Tuesdays at the 

Choteau, Fairfield and Simms courts on a rotating basis. With that format in mind, 

hopefully our JV players will have the opportunity to play more matches this season with 

certain COVID restrictions still in place. At this time, the coaches and our AD will work 

to finalize our competitive schedule. Please check the school website for updated  

matches, times and locations. Match competition will begin in April. 

 

Adult Education Tennis lessons - In the past, tennis lessons have taken place through 

our Adult Education program. Last summer with COVID restrictions in place, the 

school and instructors did not offer any tennis lessons. This could change this summer, 

but we don’t know for sure at this time. Those who have taught the lessons in the past 

will work with the school’s administration and the program director to see if we can 

make this happen. Again, please check the school website and future newsletters for   

information regarding this program.  
 

                 FFA News 

                                     Mrs. Jodi Koterba 

 

Most people look at the current pandemic and the resulting closures as all negative. For Simms FFA and its 

members it has opened a lot of doors. The National FFA Convention was held virtually. For our six Agri 

Science student winners this resulted in pre-recorded interviews. For the rest of the chapter, this meant 

they could participate in National Convention! We were able to hold a chapter wide watch party for the 

Welcome Session and students were given the opportunity to explore the career show, leadership     

workshops, and additional sessions. 

FFA can be expensive for members because of travel costs and the amount of school they miss if they are 

involved in competitive events. This year, the John Deere Ag Expo held in-person events at regional levels 

and some events virtually. This permitted all the Simms members to participate. The high school Ag       

Science classes had been studying range science so they all participated in the Range CDE. The middle 

school Ag classes had been studying Poultry and Food Science so they competed in those events. 

There have been numerous opportunities for students to participate in zoom calls and other trainings that 

were made available. 

Montana Chamber of Commerce sponsored a student business pitch competition called “The Prospects.” 

Simms students were able to communicate with sponsors and enter the competition. We are anxiously 

awaiting the results to see if Simms students will receive prize money. 

 

Simms FFA has State Star Finalists 

Experiential and work-based learning in school-based agricultural education allows local programs to  
extend beyond the classroom and into the community in order to develop an individual student’s industry 
and career-based competencies.  

 

Chad Hitchcock is a Finalist for Star in Ag Placement. Chad works for Skogen 
Ranch and Hitchcock Quarter Horses. He works with 2200 head of cattle 
and farms 4500 acres. They have about 20 breeding mares. Chad helps with           
everything from feeding to genetic selection and planting to storage of crops. 

 

 

         Peter Johnson is a Finalist for Star in Agribusiness.  Peter operates a lawn mowing             
business.  His company is responsible for about 30 lawns per week. He has three            
employees.  Peter handles all aspects of the business from contacting customers to       
managing the books. 
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Hudson Rohrer, Advisor Jessica Harrison, Faith Aflleje, Alex Baranko, Laura Zietzke, Rikki Nefzger, Lilly Woodhouse, Lacey Warrington, Luke Lee, Payton Burrows, Grace    

Johnson, Gunner Aflleje, Kylie Harrison, Marshall Kunkel, Kodiann Lynn, Dayne Sullivan, Kierah Kriedeman, Taylee Sawyer, Mia Lee, Kassidy Stroh, Advisor Jennifer Rohrer 

 

BUSINESS PROFESSIONALS of AMERICA 

The Simms BPA chapter has had an amazing few months. The team kicked off the season with 

the first ever lock-in: choosing events, playing games in the gym and watching movies.  Students  

prepared for their events, fund raised, worked the coffee cart and sold ice cream to prepare for      

Regionals, State, and Nationals. This year BPA has been very different from previous years with the 

coronavirus. A few weeks ago, students participated in Regionals. They had to take all of their tests 

virtually, then were lucky enough to get to go into Great Falls to CMR High School and do       

presentations in person. All members participating made it to State. State was last Sunday and    

Monday, so many participants came to the school and presented over a zoom meeting. Afterwards 

they all went into Great Falls High to watch opening ceremonies with CMR and Great Falls High 

members. Following the session, they went to  Buffalo Wild Wings for dinner.  Virtual National  

Leadership Conference will be April 26-May 9th.   

   

 



 SUN RIVER VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWSLETTER—April / May  2020-21 SUN RIVER VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWSLETTER—April/May  2020-21 



CASCADE COLONY 
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ROME * POMPEII  * GREECE 

June 2022 

Have the winter winds got you down?  Start planning your escape to 

the beaches of Mykonos!  Invite your friends and family on this once 

in a lifetime experience. 

 

Visit: www.eftours.com/2421129su 

• Affordable payment options 

• Cost breakdown and itinerary 

• Trip is open to ALL adults and grades 9-12 (in/out of district) 

 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Whitney Polich 

wpolich@srvs.k12.mt.us 

406-264-5110 ext 401 
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