
 

 

 

 

 
Mr. Carlin – Language and Composition – mcarlin@rsd.k12.pa.us 

Mr. Lindeman – U.S. History (APUSH) – rlindeman@rsd.k12.pa.us 
 
Introduction: the summer assignments for AP Language/Composition and U.S. History are designed 
to provide you with an introduction to rhetoric and the interpretation of some specific examples of 
rhetoric taken from U.S. History as well as begin our process of analyzing and writing about the 
history we will explore. You will be asked to read in the Language/Composition text in order to 
develop an understanding of some ways that language is used in the formation of arguments, 
respond to some questions about that reading, do some simple research/review in history, and then 
apply all that you have learned to the interpretation of some primary source documents from early 
American history. You will be asked to read in the APUSH text in order to review and add to your 
content knowledge as well as begin to establish your own narrative about American history. It is 
absolutely critical that you understand that your effort and your thought are the essential 
components of this assignment. It is not about filling in a blank on a piece of paper, the assignment is 
about you learning how we present arguments and then thinking about some influential arguments 
that have been made that shaped our nation in important ways. 
 
Materials: 

 Everything’s an Argument (textbook) 

 Guided reading questions for chapters 2-4 in the Rhetoric book (handouts) 

 America: Past and Present (aka the Divine text) 

 Synthesis questions for the Divine Text 

 A Model of Christian Charity and Bacon’s Declaration (in packet) 

 Guided questions for the primary sources 
 

Assignments 
 

 The summer assignment will be worth 100 points in each class for the first marking term. 

 Read the first four chapters of the text Everything’s an Argument focusing on chapters two through 
four and: 

o Complete the set of Guided Reading Questions included in this packet  for chapters 2, 3 
and 4. Be sure to write in complete sentences and in paragraph form where appropriate. 
(Yes Virginia, that is a test. Can you decipher where paragraph form is appropriate?) 

o Read A Model of Christian Charity and Bacon’s Declaration. 
o Respond to the analysis questions for those primary sources keeping in mind you are 

looking at the rhetoric (argument) through the lens of historical context. 
 

 Outline chapters 1-2 in America Past and Present, by Divine, et al. This is our primary text for the 
year. It provides a strong survey of both political as well as social history that will give us a good 
foundation for our consideration of US History. You may complete the outlines on a computer or 
by hand. If you handwrite the outlines, please use 3-hole punch paper since you will need to keep 
your outlines in a binder for the year.  
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o Respond in essay form to some questions that ask you to consider the textual sources. 
The questions can be found at the end of this assignment along with the general AP 
grading rubric. The questions require thought and synthesis of information. The 
purpose of these questions is to begin to introduce us to the kind of reading and 
thinking that we need to do in order to be successful on the AP test. Please understand, 
these questions only begin a journey that will lead us to much more difficult and 
evaluative questions and writing as we move through the first semester. These 
responses should be typed or word processed, in 12-point Times New Roman font, 
double-spaced, with 1” margins and your name as a header for the assignment.  

o You will also see a list of Key Terms for each chapter that will be critical to your success 
on tests and essays and should be defined as well as have their importance explained. 
We strongly encourage you to create Flashcards for the terms but at a minimum they 
must be word processed in a bulleted list format. 

 The second part of the assignment will utilize BlackBoard. On BlackBoard will be posted several 
short quizzes that you will be asked to take on-line. The system will grade the quizzes and give 
you immediate feedback as to your performance.  

o How to get to BlackBoard: 
 Go to www.rsd.k12.pa.us 
 Click on Blackboard. 
 At the login prompt, enter your username which is rv09.xxxx where the last four 

digits are the remainder of your student number. The default password is 
welcome. You should change the password once logged in. 

 Choose the APUSH link. On the left side you will see a link called Course 
Documents. Select that link and then you will see the units for the year. Click on 
Summer, select the chapter that you need and then click on the quiz you need 
and off you go! 

 The only “trick” to BlackBoard is that you need to sure you click on the submit or 
OK buttons at the bottom of each page so that your responses are recorded. Also, 
please note that the quizzes are timed so you need to do the work before you try 
to take the quiz! 

 
All work will be due on the first day of school.  The assignment must be fully completed. An 
incomplete assignment will qualify as not turning in the assignment.  Failure to turn in the 
assignment on the first day of school will result in a zero, which means you will be beginning the 
year in a very serious grade deficit.  Remember, once you have signed up for the class, you have 
committed to it and there is no dropping out of the class.  If there are any summer commitments that 
might make this deadline difficult to reach, you must see Mr. Carlin or Mr. Lindeman before you 
leave so that we can work out a way for you to complete your work.  If any emergency should arise 
over the summer, you must contact us before school begins so we can equitably work out your 
summer commitment.  
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Assignment Rubric 
 

Content A 
 

Each question is 
answered fully 
and completely 

with all 
necessary 

detail.  Where 
required 

examples are 
provided which 
clearly illustrate 

the concept  

B 
 

Each question is 
answered, but 

not quite as 
completely and 
with less detail.  

Examples are 
provided but 

they don’t 
illustrate the 

concept as 
clearly 

C 
 

All questions 
are answered, 
but not very 

thoroughly and 
with little 

detail.  
Examples are 
provided, but 

they only 
weakly 

illustrate the 
concept 

D 
 

The questions 
are answered, 
but often not 

very completely 
and they lack 

detail.  
Examples are 

not always 
provided and 
some or many 

of the examples 
don’t seem to 
illustrate the 

concept 

Incomplete 
 

The questions 
are answered 

with little 
attempt to 

provide 
thorough 

answers.  No 
examples are 
provided or 
very few are 
provided and 
they may lack 

much 
connection to 
the concept 

 
  



 

Chapter Questions for Divine Text - APUSH 
Chapter One 

 
 
1. Describe the settlement of the Western Hemisphere from the perspective of a Native American. 

What were the positives and negatives of European expansion from their point of view? 
 
2.  What conditions existed in Europe that not only allowed for but encouraged the Age of 

Exploration? Be sure to be specific as to the conditions and explaining the importance of each. 
 
3. Compare and contrast the causes, elements, and impact of the different approaches to exploring 

and colonizing the western hemisphere followed by the Spanish, French, and English. 
 
4.  Describe the English Reformation and discuss the impact of the Reformation on English 

colonization. 
 
5.  What is the relationship between Capitalism and Calvinism? 
 
6. What’s the big deal with the Columbian Exchange? What if there had been no exchange? 
 

TERMS 
 

Bering Straits 
Aztec 
Ferdinand and Isabella 
Conquistadore 
Amerigo Vespucci 
Bernal Diaz del Castillo 
Bartolome d Las Casas 
Samuel de Champlain 
Sir Walter Raleigh 
Agricultural Revolution 

Anne Boleyn 
Mary I 
Columbian Exchange 
Treaty of Tordesillas 
Herman Cortez 
Encomienda system 
Protestant Reformation 
Henry VIII 
Elizabeth I 
Roanoke 

 
 

Chapter Two 
 
1.  Identify the motivation for colonizing the Chesapeake and discuss how the nature of the colonial 

experiment (joint-stock) played out in the governing of the colony.  Then discuss the impact of the 
geography of the region, the reasons for migration, and the type of migrants (like indentured 
servants) on the socio-political make-up of the colony.  (You would, of course, mention 
Jamestown, but do not restrict your discussion to Jamestown.  Cover the entire colony.) 

 
2.  Describe and discuss the Chesapeake scandal and hypothesize how it might impact the later 

nature of Virginia.  (Recall Mr. Biehl’s class and what you remember of Virginia up to the 
American Revolution.) 

 



 

3. Describe the motivations for settling New England and how those motivations translated into life 
in the proverbial “City on a Hill.” 

 
4.  What is “A City on a Hill” and how did the Bay Colony leaders attempt to become that city?  How 

does the covenant with God translate into daily life and congregationalism?  Consequently, how 
do Mass. Bay settlers deal with dissent? 

 
5.  Discuss the dissenting voices in the Mass. Bay colony and describe the fate of the dissenters and 

their impact on colonization. 
 
6.  Describe the colonization of New York.  Then explain how the unstable pluralism under the Dutch 

led to the eventual take-over by the British.  (If you don’t know what unstable pluralism is, look it 
up in the dictionary or email me.  It’s your responsibility to define terms you don’t immediately 
know off the top of your head.) 

 
7. Define and describe Penn’s “Holy Experiment”—discussing, of course, its roots in Quakerism and 

the impact Quakers had on colonization.  Then discuss how Penn’s experiment would prove to be 
a template for later American socio-political endeavors/happenings.  

 
8.  Discuss the colonization of the Carolinas, providing the obvious “who, what, where, when, why 

and how” and then discussing the possible connection between why the Carolinas were colonized 
and why those colonies seemed so reluctant to participate in the American Revolution. 

 
9.  Explain the founding of Georgia—both as a buffer zone against the Spanish and as a colony for 

debtors.  What were problems the Georgians faced?  
 

TERMS 
 
Charles I 
Oliver Cromwell 
Glorious Revolution 
Joint-stock company 
Jamestown 
John Smith 
Tobacco  
Headright 
Indentured servitude 
Lord Baltimore 
Plundering Time 
Pilgrims 

Mayflower Compact 
William Bradford 
Puritans 
John Winthrop 
Massachusetts Bay Colony 
Congregationalsim 
Roger Williams 
Anne Hutchinson 
Antinomianism 
Henry Hudson 
Quakers 
William Penn 

 
 
 

  



 

Name: ___________________________________________ Class: __________________________ 

Everything’s an Argument 
Chapter 2 - Pathos 

Guided Reading Questions 

 
1.  What is a Pathos Argument? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What is the value of getting an audience to believe you can, “feel their pain”? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  What is the value of telling a story of a personal experience (anecdote) when presenting an argument as 

Georgina Kleege and Michael Pollan do in the book?  (52-53)  Consider the power of a personal anecdote and 

explain how they may be used unfairly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  Why can an effective use of images lend emotional power to an argument? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  Explain some ways in which humor can help someone make an effective argument? 

 



 

6.  Turn to page 58 of the book and find the section marked RESPOND.  Read Question 1, and choose two 

slogans from the list and choose two contemporary slogans not on the list which are currently used to market 

a product and answer the question about each.  Be very specific in identifying each emotional appeal (don’t 

simply write down sad or happy, but find words to identify what specific form of sad or happy) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Name: ____________________________________________ Class: ___________________________ 

Everything’s an Argument 
Chapter 3 – Ethos 

Guided Reading Questions 
 

1.  Provide a short definition of what Ethos is as part of an argument. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  When a speaker or writer tries to establish credibility they often want to do that as quickly as possible so the 

audience will give the rest of their argument a fair hearing.  Looking on page 64 what are some ways in which a 

speaker can “at the very moment they make any argument” establish credibility. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  Read Peggy Noonan’s response to Anna Quindlen on pages 66-67 and provide  two quotes from Peggy 

Noonan that are examples of her providing expertise (or experience) which makes her knowledgeable on this 

topic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  After reading the section, Establishing Credibility, explain five ways in which a speaker/writer can 

establish credibility by demonstrating authority over a topic.  Provide an example for each one (you may 

provide a real world example or make up an example). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  Read through the section, Coming Clean about Motives.  Why is it important to a speaker/writer that an 

audience needs to believe in their integrity, why is honesty is an important component to Ethos?     

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

6.  Please read through Respond Question 1 on page 76.  Choose two figures from the list and select two other 

more contemporary figures who are not on the list and answer the question.  The two figures you choose, must 

have a powerful public ethos, I strongly suggest you avoid any public celebrity who lacks credibility or 

VERITAS (if you don’t know what veritas is, use a dictionary).  

 

 

  

 

  



 

Name: ____________________________________________ Class: ___________________________ 

Everything’s an Argument 
Chapter 4 – Logos 

Guided Reading Questions 

 
 The book defines Logos Arguments as arguments based on Facts and Reason.  The most basic structure of a 

Logos argument is one in which you first make a Statement and then offer Proof as support or in a different 

language, you make a Claim and then offer Supporting Evidence. 

 

1.  The Book suggests that there are various types of Hard Evidence that are used in Logos Arguments.  For 

each one listed below, explain what it is and a strength and weakness to each kind of evidence: 

 A.  Facts – 

 

 

 

 

 B.  Statistics – 

 

 

 

 

 

 C.  Surveys and Polls – 

 

 

 

 

 

 D.  Testimonies, Narratives and Interviews 

 

 

 

 

2.  What is an enthymeme and provide an example of one (come up with your own example) and label its parts. 

 

 

 

 

3.  Clearly whenever making an argument, understanding your audience is important.  Explain how and why 

understanding cultural values can be important when making an argument. 

 

 

 

  



 

4.  There are a variety of Logical Structures for arguments.  For the Following types of structures, explain what 

they are and provide an example of your own: 

 

 A.  Degree 

 

 

 

 B.  Analogies 

 

 

 

 C.  Precedent 

 

 

 

 

5.  There are two more types of Logical structures not mentioned directly in the book, but referenced in the AP 

Test.  Please look these up, provide a definition of the argument and an example of that type of argument: 

 A.  Cause and Effect 

 

 

 

 

 B.  Slippery Slope 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.  Turn to page 100 and Read Respond Question 1.  Choose two from the list you think are hard evidence and 

explain why.  Choose two you think are rational appeals and explain why.  Are there any that could be both, if 

so choose one and explain why.  

 
 



 

Name: ___________________________________________ Date: _____________ Period: ______ 

“A Model of Christian Charity” 
John Winthrop, 1630 

 
After carefully reading the Sermon by John Winthrop, answer the following questions. 

 

1.  In a short paragraph, explain the historical and circumstantial (circumstances of) Context for this speech (If 

necessary you may need to look this up). 

 

 

 

 

2.  Who is Winthrop’s Audience?   

 

 

 

 

3.  What is the Purpose of Winthrop’s Sermon?    

 

 

 

 

4.  What is Winthrop’s Authority to speak to his audience (Is he a credible speaker to his audience and if so, 

what makes him credible)?  As a speaker how does he come across to his listeners or, other than his authority, 

why would they listen to him and accept what he has to say (Ethos). 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  What is Winthrop’s Major Claim (thesis) in his speech?  Provide at least three quotes as support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.  Logically (Logos), why does he open with a justification for accepting our station in life (the introduction 

may help you with this)? 

 

 

 

 

7.  According to Winthrop’s argument, how do the colonists fulfill their covenant with God? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

8.  Quote two powerful images that Winthrop uses in his speech and explain their impact. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.  List two quotes in which he appeals to the audience’s emotions and explain what emotion or emotions he is 

trying to elicit in those quotes. 

 

 



 
Name: _____________________________________________ Date: _____________ Period: ______ 

Nathaniel Bacon’s Declaration 
(July 30, 1676) 

 
1.  In a short paragraph, explain the historical Context for this document (If necessary you may need to look 

this up). 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Who are Bacon’s Intended and Invoked Audiences?   

 

 

3.  What is the Purpose of Bacon’s Declaration?    

 

 

 

4.  What is Bacon’s Authority (Ethos) to speak to his audience?  Is he a credible speaker to his audience and if 

so, what makes him credible (Ethos)?  As a speaker how does he come across to his listeners or, other than his 

authority, why would they listen to him and accept what he has to say (Ethos). 

 

 

 

 

5.  What is Bacon’s Major Claim (thesis) in his speech?  Provide a quote as support. 

 

 

 

 

6.  Read Bacon’s grievances (1-8) and provide a short one to two sentence synopsis of each one (these serve as 

his supporting evidence for his major claim - Logos). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

7.  Select four to six words (diction) or phrases (syntax) out of the Declaration that Bacon uses to create a strong 

emotional response (Pathos) from his audience.  For each word or phrase provide an explanation of the 

emotional response the word or phrase attempts to elicit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8.  Explain Bacon’s Attitude towards: 

 

 a.  Sir William Berkeley and those he believes act in league with him (Chichley, Wormeley, Whitacre, 

Spencer). 

 

 

 

 b.  Native Americans 

 

 

 

 c.  Other farmers in the western frontier of Virginia 

 

 

 

 

 d.  King Charles II of England   

  



 

  



 



 

 



 

 


