AP Language and Composition - Mrs, Dabrieo {Day-Bree-Oh)
Course Information and Summer Reading/Assignments

Course Information

The AP English Language and Composition course engages students in
becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of rhetorical contexts, and
in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes. Both their
writing and their reading should make students aware of the interactions
among a writer's purposes, audience expectations, and subjects, as well as the
way genre conventions and the resources of language contribute to effectiveness
in writing. Students write in both informal and formal contexts to gain
authority and learn to take risks in writing. In addition, the informed use of
research materials and the ability to synthesize varied sources are integral
parts of the AP English Language and Composition course. Students evaluate
the legitimacy and purpose of sources used, and learn to sort through disparate
interpretations to analyze, reflect upon, and write about a topic. (©2010 The
College Board)

What ¥YOU Can Expect

If you elect to take this course, you will be required to take the AP English
Language and Composition exam in May of 2016. The exam is over three hours,
with a 60-minute multiple choice section and a 120-minute writing section,

during which you will write three different essays. The cost of the exam is over
$90.

The course is writing-intensive and focuses on nonfiction as well as analysis of
rhetoric and style. You will learn different methods of writing and different
approaches to analyzing the writing of others. You will learn new vocabulary
terms about writing — sample terms include metonymy, synecdoche, hypophora,
asyndeton, syntax, and diction.

Summer Reading and Assignments
You are required to read two books for this course. All students must read
Thank You for Arguing: What Aristotle, Lincoln, and Homer Simpson Can
Teach Us about the Art of Persuasion by Jay Heinrichs. In addition, you
must read cne of the books from this short list of popular nonfiction:

Assassination Vacation by Sarah Vowell

The Tipping Point by Malcolm Gladwell

The Day the World Came to Town: 9/11 in Gander,
Newfoundland by Jim DeFede
Night by Elie Wiesel

You are encouraged to research the subject matter of these books and choose
the book that interests you most. Please note: all these books may contain
mature themes, situations, and language.

Two additional assignments are attached to this handout; all reading and
assignments must be completed and ready to turn in on your first day of class
in September. Follow all instructions carefully. Late assignments will not be
accepted; first impressions are timportant.




Edmodo.com ' L
Edmodo is an education networking web31te that
and all year in Class together Itisa place where

our group specifically. Please keep your use
safe, as I may not have access to it; also, please’d
information with anyone outside of clas

Should you need to contact me dire(ﬁﬂi;'overﬁth sUmint
email: kdabrieo@north-reading. k12.ma.ug. -

AP Contract: What I Expect _ :
You will sign a contract to become a membe: of i
responsibilities of an Advanced Placemeit stude
seriously. I hold you to a standard above youtp
meeans exactly that. We will be doing col_lege “tevel
of this course cannot be overstated: We will:
exam that requires higher level thmklng and '
reexamine your commitment to this course to
for the challenges it will present; you have until Jun
schedule changes with your guidance counselo x




SOAPSTone Graphic Organizer - AP English Languase & Comp
Use your chosen summer reading book (not Heinrichs) to
complete this graphic organizer. Answers should be thorough and
written in complete sentences. This template is available on
Edmodo so that you can type your responses (preferred).

Student’s Name:
Title of Book:
Author:

Explain the general topic,
SUb . eCt content, and ideas contained in

] the text. What is this piece
about?

Explain the time and place of
the piece; the situation or

: cantext which gave rise to the
OCCasion | yriting of this book. Is the
occasion relevant to today’'s
world? Why or why nat?

Note the reader/group of
readers to whom this piece is
directed. What qualities, beliefs,

s or values do the audience
AUd]ence members have in common? What
assumptions, if any, has the
author made about his/her
audience?

Explain the reason behind the
text. What does the writer want

: the audience to do, feel, say or

choose? In literature, we call this

Pu rpose the theme of the piece. What is
the ultimate message of the
text, and how does the writer
present it?

Explain the voice behind the
writing. Who is the author of the

book? What compelled him or
Speaker her to write it? What do we know
about the writer’s life and views
that shape this text?

Explain the tone of the bock.
What choice of wards and use of
rhetorical devices let you know
Tone the speaker's tone? What words

can be used to describe the
tone? Does the tone of the book
change at various points, and if
50, why?
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your ﬁrst page. Print a hard copy to ‘be haridec
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The selections below are taken from a speech delivered in 1861 by, Wendell Philliy
abolitionist. The speech, written near the beginning of the Civil W
allow African Americans to serve in the military, celebratés the'a.chlev
Louverture (c. 1744-1803). Toussaint-Louverture was z former slave whi
Haitians. At one time, he was the most powerful 1eader 1n Ha1

Spanish, and British armies. : :

Read the selections carefully. Then write an essay in whlch you
his subject and move his audience.

If I stood here tonight to tell the story of Napoléon,-} :
I should take it from the lips of Frenchmen, who find
no language rich enough to paint the preat captain of . -
the nineteenth century. Were 1 here to tell youthe
story of Washington, I should take it from your o
hearts,—you, whe think no marble white enough on
which to carve the name of the Father of his Country. -
[Applause.] I am about to tell you the story of a nepro .
who has left hardly one written line. I am to glean it.
from the reluctant testimony of Britons, Frenchmen,
Spaniards,——men who despised him as anegroand a. -
slave, and hated him because he had beaten themin.
many a battle. All the materials for his biography are . -
from the lips of his enemies. o

[Toussaint] forged a thundcrbolt and hurled it at
what? At the proudest blood in Europe, the Spanlard
and sent him home conquered {cheers]; at the most
warlike blood in Europe, the French, and put them
under his feet; at the pluckiest bleod in Europe, the
English, and they skulked home to Jamaica.
[Applavse.] Now if Cromwell! was a general, atleast
this man was a soldier. I know it was a small territory; -




