
APAD types of Process Pages
Guided Lessons for our APAD Photo based class

(and Photo 2)

How Artists Work: https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-
kK3euhgAGjt36vjrLDgQilfKGfMJK3JlqaXes6xOpw/edit?usp=sharing 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-kK3euhgAGjt36vjrLDgQilfKGfMJK3JlqaXes6xOpw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-kK3euhgAGjt36vjrLDgQilfKGfMJK3JlqaXes6xOpw/edit?usp=sharing


Process vs Progress - They do NOT want Progress



Idea Generation and Development



Idea Generation & 
Development
Many different ways to show this. Pick one or more
that works for you:

● Lists
● Mind maps
● Research (scientific, culture, news, interviews)
● Thumbnail sketches
● Movies & media
● Other artists
● Google image searches
● Comparisons 
● Mood/Trend Boards 















Assignment # 1
You will create a handmade or digital/handmade hybrid process page that is 6x8.

It should include evidence that is visual proof of:

1. Brainstorming different ideas for a theme
2. Photo 2: use any method you like (lists, mind maps, etc). APAD: you can use some

of the advanced methods we learned in class.
3. Please include some images. Could be sketches or could be images found online
4. Brainstorm some mood and or colors
5. Do some research and include it. Could be media, scientific, news, cultural, 

interviews, etc.



Planning a Photoshoot



Planning (before shooting)
● Locations

○ Indoors, outdoors, etc
○ Google Maps/Street view

● Timing 
○ Time of day, weather, tides, sunrise/set, etc

● Colors - https://color.adobe.com/ 
○ Clothing, background, objects, props

● Model
○ makeup , hair, body language

● Lighting
○ artificial , natural, color, etc
○ Quality of light (harsh, diffused, etc)

● Camera Controls (focal length, shutter, aperture)
● Angles & composition thumbnails
● Artist, Media, Google image inspiration 

https://color.adobe.com/












How photographers get inspired and plan 

http://www.viewpure.com/-ZF4Gcvdh30?start=0&end=0
https://safeshare.tv/ https://youtu.be/-ZF4Gcvdh30  

http://www.viewpure.com/-ZF4Gcvdh30?start=0&end=0
https://safeshare.tv/
https://youtu.be/-ZF4Gcvdh30


Assignment #2
You will create a handmade or 
digital/handmade hybrid process 
page that is 6x8 to start.

It should include evidence that is 
visual proof of:

1. Different options for 
locations, colors, lighting, 
timing, camera controls, etc.

2. Please include some images. 
Could be sketches or 
screenshots



Practicing Skills



Practicing skills
● Camera skills

○ Metering, shutter, aperture, focusing, lighting, etc
● Editing  & Photoshop skills

○ Watch YouTube videos and try out new 
techniques

○ Perfect techniques
● Additional material skills

○ Learn more skills of other materials to use before 
you shoot or after

● 2D design skills
○ Practice your principles and elements of design
○ Practice cropping skills



Notes: high pass filter on duplicate
background, then channel mix to 
look metallic, then overlay wet 
collodion plate, then adjust levels



Practicing using an 
analog film camera













Practicing Cropping



Assignment #3
You will create a handmade or digital/handmade hybrid process page that is 6x8.

It should include evidence that is visual proof of:

1. Practicing camera, digital, design, or by hand skills
2. Screenshot any tutorials or sources you use to gain skills
3. Screenshot, sketch, or photograph any results of your practicing the new skills



Experimentation - Shooting



Experiments in shooting 
(active choices)
● Angles
● Distance
● Orientation
● Use of space with foreground 

middleground and background
● Focal length
● Rule of thirds
● Frame within a frame
● Timing
● Depth of field
● Motion - blurred or frozen
● Lighting 











Assignment #X
You will create a handmade or digital/handmade hybrid process page that is 6x8.

It should include evidence that is visual proof of:

1. Trying out many active choices while shooting
2. Showing those images
3. Label, explain, and/or reflect on the choices

Hint: use your planning assignment to guide you through your shooting



Experimentation - Editing & Additional Materials



Experimentation Editing
& Additional Materials
● Exposure
● Color grade
● Sharpness & Grain
● Antiquing
● Creating effects
● Overlays and combining
● Collage - digital or real
● Digitally removing elements
● Repeating elements
● Experimenting with materials on printed photos 

such as cyanotype, paint, thread, fabric, natural 
materials, staining, folding, scratching, etc.















Assignment #4
You will create a handmade or digital/handmade hybrid process page that is 6x8.

It should include evidence that is visual proof of:

1. Editing in MANY different ways. 4 ways is the minimum and I think more is 
better

2. Screenshot the process as you go along. You can include layers/sliders.
3. Arrange in a way to show original and the many versions that came after



Materials + Process = Idea



Materials + Process = Idea
WHAT you photo and HOW you photo it helps get across the IDEA behind your photo

● Brainstorm Materials & Processes
● Try them out
● Come up with alternatives for them

● WHAT
○ Landscape, portrait, objects
○ Studio or indoors or outside
○ Colors
○ Lighting
○ Clothing and body language
○ Objects and props

● HOW
○ Camera controls (shallow vs great depth of field, blurred vs frozen motion, exposure, focus)
○ Lighting and time of day
○ Active choices and composition



Multiple images taken over time, then 
digital layering and editing to show tide









MATERIALS + PROCESS = IDEA

VS



Assignment #5
You will create a handmade or digital/handmade hybrid process page that is at least 
6x8.

It should include evidence that is visual proof of:

1. Brainstorm the WHAT (materials) and HOW (processes) that can get your idea 
across. Explain WHY they back up the idea.

2. Include reflections on those brainstorms
3. Screenshot, sketch, or photograph the plan or the process
4. Make it clear how those materials and processes will get the idea across to a 

stranger looking at the page



Feedback & Revision



Feedback and Revision
● Writing down the feedback you have 

gotten from peers and teacher
● Reflect on your own work

● What changes you will make based 
on feedback and reflection
○ Revise idea
○ Revise image by reshooting
○ Revise editing of image
○ Revise plan going forward 









Assignment #7
You will create a handmade or digital/handmade hybrid process page that is 6x8.

Pick a pieces or group of work that you have done. Use that for the revision.

It should include evidence that is visual proof of:

1. Feedback you got from other people
2. Your own reflections on the work
3. Revision plans for the following three things:

a. Revising idea
b. Revising what you shoot
c. Revising how you edit

4. Include sketches of how you plan to change it, or actually change it and show the 
results. Also include images of photos you refer to in the feedback/reflections part



Whole Journey



Whole Journey

There are 
different parts 
to the journey 
but often they 
are done in 
combination 
with each other























Assignment #8
You will create a handmade or digital/handmade hybrid process page that is 6x8.

It should include evidence that is visual proof of:

1. Different important parts of the journey
2. Beginning, middle, and end of your process (not just progress)
3. You can use parts of prior pages and combine them together



Any slides with a light background are from AP. 
Darker backgrounds are from our program.

C. Epp


