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AP Music Theory 

Scale Patterns I 
 

Any Diatonic Scale: DRMFSLTD  

 

Major Scale                  DO   RE   MI FA   SOL   LA   TI  DO – DO TI   LA   SOL   FA MI   RE   DO 

 

Minor Scales 

Natural   do      re  me     fa     sol  le      te    do  -  do     te       le   sol     fa     me  re     do 

Melodic   do      re  me     fa     sol      la     ti  do  -  do     te       le   sol     fa     me  re     do 

Harmonic   do      re  me     fa     sol  le         ti  do  -  do   ti          le   sol     fa     me  re     do  

Drill Patterns  

1 .  simple scale                

M :   D  R  M  F S  L  T  D  D  T  L  S  F  M  R  D   

m:     d   r  m   f   s   l    t   d   d   t   l   s    f   m  r  d 

2 .  intervals from tonic              

M :   D R  D M  D F  D S   D L  D T  D ^ D ˅D  –  D T   D L  D S   D F  D M  D R   D ˅D ^D   

m:                                                  –                                        D ˅D ^ D   

3. thirds with passing tones             

M :  D RM  RM F M FS  FS L S LT L TD  * TD R  D  –  D TL TLS  LS F S FM  FM R  M RD  RD T D   

m:   _____ ______ _____ _____ ____ ____  _____ ___ -  ______ _____ ____ _____ ____ _____ _____ __    

4 .  thirds without passing tones            

M :   D M   RF  M S   FL   S T   LD   TR   D  –  D L  TS   LF  S M   FR   M D   RT  D  

m:  _____ ____ ____ _____ ____ ___  ___ ___ -  ____   ____ ____ ____ ___   ____ _____ __     

5 .   t endenc y  tone  exer c i s e     M :   *TD RD     FM LS     *TD LS     FM RD         

m:    

6 .  I-IV-V7-I progression            M:   D M S MD  FLD LF S TR FRTS  D M S M D 

m:    
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